
This is a slightly longer version of my sermon recorded for the 3rd May; 

technology wouldn't permit me to record all of it.    John White 

 

 

Today I'm preaching on 1 Peter chapter 2, verses 1 to 10, which is an account of 

Peter teaching young Christians from a Gentile background, who would have 

lived, in what is now modern Turkey. 

 

In the first verse of chapter 2, Peter tells them to rid themselves of all malice, 

guile, insincerity, envy and slander, because if they want to be Christians then all 

the evils of the pagan life must be stripped away.  

 

And this would have been just as hard for them as it is for us, because envy, for 

example, is a strong force to overcome, even for mature Christians. Indeed there 

is a hint of it in Luke chapter 9 at verse 46, where the apostles were arguing about 

who was the greatest. 

 

And then he urges them to be like new born infants, longing for the pure spiritual 

milk; eager to learn, and to be like potters clay, ready to be worked into a 

beautiful pot.  

 

By longing for pure spiritual milk Peter is urging them, and certainly us, to read 

the Bible, to listen to and be immersed in Christian teaching, making sure that it's 

pure, that is, the genuine article; because it is with such learning that Peter tells us 

that we will find salvation.  

 

Jesus said as recorded in Matthew's gospel chapter 7 verse 15 as an example, 

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 

they are ferocious wolves.” That's what Jesus meant when he said make sure that 

it is pure. 

 

Verse 3 reads, “If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” That is, if reading 

the Bible and listening to Christian teachers you love what you read and what you 

hear, and indeed long for more, then you will indeed grow into salvation, we are 

work in progress so keep reading and listening, the more we read and listen, the 

more joy we will receive.  

 

Verse 3 is also a quotation from psalm 34 verse 8, which is attributed to David, 

and which speaks about relying on, and trusting in God, an important lesson for 

them and us to learn, especially since they now know the living God, and 

especially for us, now living under the threat of the corona virus.  

 



Verse 4 is Peter inviting all those young Christians to take refuge in God and 

come to Christ, who Peter knew and we know was rejected and crucified by men, 

but chosen by God, and of whom Peter uses the symbol, 'the living stone'.  

 

There's a bit of irony here because it was Jesus who first referred to Peter as the 

rock on which he will build his church, and now it is Peter who says that Jesus is 

the living stone on which the church stands. 

 

The phrase living stone resonates with me, because I recently preached on psalm 

118 which at verse 22 reads, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

chief cornerstone.” The cornerstone of course is the focal point of a building, it is 

from a cornerstone that the grandest of buildings are created and admired.  

 

It is a very simple step now to realise that Jesus is our cornerstone, the 

cornerstone of our faith, and that we are the wonderful building that was built up 

around him, and on whom we are totally dependant, because without him there 

would be no building, which we call the church. 

 

The word 'church' here does not refer to a building made of stone, but is merely 

the descriptive noun for a congregation of people. a family, a community of 

people,  

 

Verse 5 reads, “Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 

be a holy priesthood.” We are now to be the living stones, because we are a part 

of the body of Christ, united with Christ through faith.  

 

We are the holy priesthood, in the Old Testament the priest, who had access to 

God made animal sacrifices, as Christians we all have access to God, and our 

sacrifice is all the work we do both paid and volunteer, which we offer and 

commend to God.  

 

There is an expression, 'Let us worship', and what they mean is, 'let us sing 

religious songs.' And indeed that is worshipping God. However if we commend 

our lives to God then everything we do is worshipping God. However 

worshipping God through song is a lovely thing to do, and knowing Jesus as we 

do, am sure that he loves to hear us sing.   

 

Verse 6 is a quote from Isaiah chapter 28 verse 16, and in quoting that Peter is 

saying that if we believe that Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith, who he now 

refers to as the living stone, then Jesus will not put us to shame but honour and 

protect us.  

 



That's an important message for his original listeners, because his first listeners 

worshipped idols made of lifeless stone, that couldn't help anybody, but now they 

worship Christ, who through his resurrection from the dead, is now alive, the 

living stone, who will help us and not put us to shame but honour and protect us.    

 

Indeed I'm sure we can all think of the hundreds of times Christ has helped us 

over the years, one way or the other, either at his own will or as a result of our 

prayers, and prayers are a vital part of our Christian life, because above all Christ 

wants us to keep in touch, and wants to hear about the good and the bad and how 

we are getting on. 

 

St. Peter in verses 7 and 8 is saying that if you do believe that Jesus is the living 

cornerstone, then Jesus is precious to us, of course he is because without him 

there would be no church. 

 

but if you do not believe what has just been said about Christ being the living 

cornerstone, then in your rejection, the cornerstone will become the stone over 

which you will stumble and fall.   

 

We need to refer back now to verse 3, because as we read before, Peter wrote, that 

if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good, but still can't turn away from 

malice and other evils, and turn to Christ in faith, then indeed Christ will become 

the cornerstone over which you will stumble and fall.  

 

 

But in verse 9 Peter says no; that doesn't apply to them or to us; because we are 

God's own people, we have tuned to Christ, the living cornerstone of our faith. 

That doesn't mean that we don't sin any more, St. John said in his first letter in 

chapter 1 verse 8, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us.” But through repentance Christ will forgive us. 

 

But in the second part of verse 9 Peter reminds us, that as members of Christ's 

church we are not here just to maintain the building, but to keep extending it so 

that it continues to grow, Christ doesn't want his church to be static, he wants it to 

grow and expand, not only in numbers but also more importantly in faith.  

 

St. Peter writes, “You are God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the 

mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 

Through Christ we are now in the light, we have no need to grope about in the 

dark.  

 

In John 14 verse 9 Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” In 



Jesus is the light, the light who has revealed so much more of God to us, 

particularly in the areas of love and forgiveness, and in the way we now relate to 

God as our Father. 

 

Also in that verse 9 is the phrase “You may proclaim.” Peter is telling those new 

Christians, and us, that we have not been chosen merely to be a  static stone in his 

building, but a living stone.  

 

As living stones, we are to proclaim the mighty acts of Jesus Christ to young 

Christians and to non Christians alike, we are to encourage people to join us, to 

expand Christ's kingdom, Christ wants Christianity to be a living dynamic 

movement of faith.    

 

In verse 10, Peter is reminding his readers, that they were once pagan people who 

had no faith in the living God. He was asking them to compare and contrast their 

previous life with the life they now had, because now they have been fully 

incorporated into Christ's family, and that in the past they were on there own to 

defend themselves the best way that they could, but now they were under the 

protection and mercy of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

I can imagine how emotional they must have felt, at being told, that they were 

now under the protection of Christ, because I know how I feel under his 

protection, in fact I can't imagine how dreadful it would be not to be under the 

protection of Christ, not having Christ in my life to turn to and have a relationship 

with. 

 

We are God's chosen people and we should be pleased, indeed, we should be over 

joyed, and ready to tell other people of the Good news of Christ, because surely 

that must be our greatest desire to share our joy with other people. 

 

In this difficult time living with the corona virus as we are, may the Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you all and keep you safe. 

 


