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Speak Lord your servants are listening, you have the words of eternal life, Amen 

 

Today we continue our sermon series on the first letter of Peter.  A letter which was 

written to a group of Christians who were in a minority in their communities, and who 

were spread out over a large geographic area and who often suffered persecution 

for their faith, either in their family or in their community or both. 

 

While in many respects, we may not be like the original readers of the letter, we too 

may also experience some of the same challenges they faced, for example being 

the only Christian in our family, having to explain why our actions and our thoughts 

which are directed by our faith and are different to the rest of society and why we 

take the actions we do.  Facing challenges, either individually or as a group, is a 

common theme of the letter.  

 

Another of the common themes in the first letter of Peter is how to live a Christian life, 

especially in the various situations.  The letter is full of practical, spiritual, theological 

help which can be reviewed time and time again. 

 

Our passage today is, in many ways, a continuation of last week’s passage which is 

one reason the reading started with the word “finally”; if you get a moment why don’t 

you read both passages together, starting chapter two verse 11 and continuing unto 

the end of chapter 3 so that you can see how they fit together. 

 

The first verse of our reading is an instruction to the Christian community to be 

compassionate with one another. Compassion needs support and understanding but 

more importantly it needs other people and in this case other Christians; Christians 

who will uphold and support you and equally you will uphold and support them. 

 

One of the main challenges that coronavirus has had on all of us is the ability to 

actually meet with other people and however much we connect via skype, or zoom 

with others, it’s not the same, however, we can still support one another, and indeed 

we have seen this happen throughout our communities, this is one change that has 

happened as a result of the coronavirus which needs to continue as the restrictions 

are lifted.  

 

Our reading goes on to quote verses from psalm 34, which was read earlier in our 

service. Psalm 34 is a psalm of thanksgiving that God is with the writer in times of 

danger.  The psalm like many other passages of the bible, are a reminder that during 

the hard and challenging times that different people face, there is one constant, that 

constant is God who is always with us.  

 

Our reading continues in verse fourteen with the instruction that as Christians our fears 

and concerns should be different from our non-Christian community. Our challenges, 

for example our health, our finances, our relationships may be, and often are the 

same, but how we approach them is different. It is not saying that by being a Christian 
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we will suddenly have the ability not to be frightened or anxious but it does say that 

we have resources to help us. 

 

In verse fifteen we are told to sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts.   The verse sounds 

like, and is, a nice solid theological statement but before I move on we need to 

explore what this actually means.  

 

Firstly, the word sanctify isn’t one that most (if not all) of us use on a daily basis and 

different translations of the verse will sometimes use a different word, such as 

reverence, in an attempt to find one that is easier to apply to our lives, however 

whichever word is used, the meaning is the same, to keep our hearts focussed on 

God.  If our hearts are focussed on God then our thoughts and actions and words 

become more like God, we become more “Christ-Like”., this is achieved by keeping 

our attention on God and through prayer.  

 

Keeping our hearts and minds on Christ, becoming more like Him, we need to know 

why, and the reason is later in the reading, but can be summed up as the hope that 

God gives us.  This is our motivation to obey the author’s instructions to sanctify Christ 

as Lord.   

 

When we do this, this in turn enables us to better understand him, so that we can, as 

the verse continues, to be ready to defend, or perhaps a better word would be to 

explain our faith and precisely, the aspect of our faith that is the hope that we have 

in God. 

 

Hope in God is not just wishful thinking, it is the certainty that God is always with us, 

and that includes times when we are struggling or suffering. As the reading reminds us 

that Jesus lived on earth (which included experiencing human emotions such as grief 

and anger) and had to defend His faith, Jesus died, rose from the dead and is alive. 

This is the Hope in God.  

 

Hope in God is positive, positive messages which can get lost with all the negative 

messages that come out of our secular society.  It is this positive message of hope that 

we need to hold onto and if we hold onto the hope that we have in Jesus and keep 

our attention focussed on him then this helps us to overcome our challenges.  

 

 

Hope in God is also the reassurance of eternal life as we remember each Easter 

season with Jesus rising from the dead.  The Easter candle is a reminder of the light of 

Christ and the joy of Easter as Jesus rose from the dead and the women found the 

empty tomb.  

  

This is a foundation of our faith that we celebrate each Eastertide, Jesus triumphs over 

death and that death isn’t the end.  The fact that death is not the end is a comfort to 

many who mourn, and that includes those who will be attending tonight’s memorial 

service. 

 

And our passage continues with a reference about baptism, so our thoughts turn from 

the dying, to new life; Baptism is the sacrament when we enter into the community of 

Christians.  During the baptism service a candle is lit from the Easter candle and is 

given to the new Christian representing the light of Christ.  The words that are currently 
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used when the candle is given is that the candle is the light of Christ and that they 

should walk in the light of Christ all the days of their life.   

 

However this is not the end as the response to these words is the encouragement to 

live a Christian life and to shine as light in the world, a light for dark times.  The message 

that is reinforced in our reading.  

 

Difficult times, times full of pain and suffering are often described as dark times, but 

darkness is overcome by light.  Overcome not because we are immune from dark 

times, but because we have hope in God, knowledge that God is always with us and 

that we can turn both to God and one another in dark times.  Our dark and difficult 

times is made easier by keeping our faith strong and focussing on God. Overcome 

because we shine as a light of Christ and share that light with others. 

 

Whatever challenges we face, and we all do face challenges in our lives, may we 

keep our hearts focussed on God, and on the hope that we have in him as we 

remember that everything is under God’s authority and that He is the light in dark 

times. 

 

I’m going to end my sermon with a prayer from the Book of Common Prayer service 

for matins, it is the collect for peace  

 

Let us pray 

 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, 

in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, 

whose service is perfect freedom; 

defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; 

that we, surely trusting in thy defence, 

may not fear the power of any adversaries; 

through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


