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Psalm 122 begins with these words:

I was glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the Lord. (Psalm 122:1)

Why did you come to church this morning?  Your answer will say something about how you see the
relationship between the church and your life.

Belonging

Last week I asked the Family Service congregation, What groups to you belong to?  We thought 
about what we got out of belonging to different groups, such as a Brownie pack, a dance group, a 
football team or a family. We also thought about what we contributed to the groups we belonged 
to.

As Christians, we belong to God’s family, the Church, also described as the Body of Christ.

If you are a Christian, then you automatically
belong to the Church, even if you don’t go to
church regularly (or at all)

Church is not a place you “go to”; it is your
family who you meet up with.  They are all over
the world. When George and I go on holiday,
we always try to find a church we can worship
with on a Sunday. Last year we visited Greece,
and the first Sunday we found some Anglicans
who were meeting every Sunday in an upstairs
room above some offices. There were 9 of
them, and they took it in turns to lead the
service and read a sermon which they found on the internet.

What does Peter say about the us as the Church in our reading today? He uses 2 images from the 
Old Testament.

Living stones

One image Peter uses to describe the Church is taken from a passage in the prophet Isaiah:
“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 
and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:4-5,  cp v 6 & Is 
28:16).

One reason why people often don't take belonging to a local church seriously is that they think the 
people who are members are all different to them, and they think they won't fit in.

The vicar who trained me in my curacy came from Cumbria, and I remember a sermon he gave 
about this passage in which he talked about the dry stone walls which you find everywhere in that 
part of the world. Here is one dry stone wall which we saw when we were in Cumbria a couple of 
weeks ago.
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A dry stone wall is not made of bricks but of natural stones, and they are not not held together by 
cement or mortar. The farmer skilfully fits stones of different shapes and sizes together so that 
together they make a strong wall.  Whatever the shape or size of a stone, it will fit somewhere, and
play its part in making the wall strong.  It's a good image of how as individuals we all have a special 
place in the Church. With a dry stone wall, all the stones are different, yet each has its place. 
Together, they all make a wall. We all have different gifts, personalities, backgrounds. But together,
we all make the Church. 

Peter talks of us as living stones being build into a spiritual house, a Temple where God dwells, and 
where he is worshipped. This leads him to another image of the Church.

A Royal Priesthood
“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the 
mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light.” (1 Peter2:9). The function of a 
priest is: 

 To worship God
 To help others to come close to God

But we are not to do this alone. We are each members of
a royal priesthood. We are more effective together.

We are not only  a royal priesthood but also a holy nation, God’s own people. Peter is deliberately 
echoing God's words in Exodus 19:6, where he calls Israel a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. 
Just as God claimed the nation of Israel as his own by setting them free from slavery in Egypt, so 
God has made us his own people in an even more exciting way by bringing us out of the darkness 
of ignorance and sin into the light of his love, so that we can know him for ourselves.  That is 
something worth celebrating, both in our worship and in our witness to those we live and work 
with.  Peter is saying that God thinks so much of us that he has brought us to know him for 
ourselves,  made us his own people, and given us the responsibility of not only worshipping him 
but helping others to come to know him. How can we respond to God's love and his calling? 

In verse 5, Peter says that as God's royal priests we are to  “offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ”.  I think I'd like to leave you with 2 further questions to reflect on:
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 What sacrifices are you offering to God?

- your worship, your time, your money, your acts of practical service?

 What part are you playing in the “royal priesthood”, as a member of “God’s own people”?

Let's have a few moments to reflect on what God has been saying to us.

Prayer

We thank you, Lord, for revealing the light of your love to us in Jesus Christ, and in our own 
experience of your calling to us.  Help us to live up to our calling as disciples of Christ, and as 
priests of the new covenant.  Take each of us and help us to find our place within that living Temple
in which you live by your Spirit, and in that Royal Priesthood who offer to you sacrifices of praise, 
in our worship, in your church and in our daily lives.  We make our prayer through our great High 
Priest, who sacrificed himself for us all, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.


