
A SELECTION OF PRAYERS 

A Morning Collect  
  
Almighty and everlasting God, 
we thank you that you have brought us safely 
to the beginning of this day. 
Keep us from falling into sin 
or running into danger, 
order us in all our doings 
and guide us to do always 
what is righteous in your sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
An Evening Collect   
Lighten our darkness,  
Lord, we pray, 
and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers  
of this night, 
for the love of your only Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
A Night Collect 
 
Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
and guard us while sleeping, 
that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep may rest in peace. Amen. 
  
  



A prayer of St Francis 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O Divine Master, grant that I may seek 
not so much to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 

Thanks be to you, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits which you have given us, 
for all the pains and insults  
which you have borne for us. 
Most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 
may we know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, 
day by day. Amen. 



The Serenity Prayer 

God grant me the serenity  
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can;  
and wisdom to know the difference.  

Living one day at a time;  
enjoying one moment at a time;  
accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world  
as it is, not as I would have it;  
trusting that he will make all things right  
if I surrender to his will;  
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life  
and supremely happy with him  
forever and ever in the next. Amen. 

(Prayer attributed to Reinhold Neibuhr, 1892-1971) 

 

Two Prayers attributed to Sir Francis Drake 

O Lord God,  
when thou givest to thy servants  
to endeavour any great matter,  
grant us also to know that it is not the beginning,  
but the continuing of the same unto the end,  
until it be thoroughly finished,  
which yieldeth the true glory;  
through him who for the finishing of thy work laid 
down his life, our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with 
ourselves,  
when our dreams have come true  
because we have dreamed too little,  
when we arrived safely  
because we sailed too close to the shore.  
 
Disturb us, Lord, when  
with the abundance of things we possess  
we have lost our thirst  
for the waters of life;  
having fallen in love with life,  
we have ceased to dream of eternity  
and in our efforts to build a new earth,  
we have allowed our vision  
of the new heaven to dim.  
 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,  
to venture on wider seas  
where storms will show your mastery;  
where losing sight of land,  
we shall find the stars.  
We ask you to push back  
the horizons of our hopes;  
and to push into the future  
in strength, courage, hope, and love. Amen. 

 

 



The Blessing of Aaron (Numbers 6:24-26) 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you,  
and be gracious to you. 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,  
and give you peace. 

 

The Grace  (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 


