
A Vision for Mission by Rev John A. Castle

A sermon given on 11th September  2016 at St Michael’s Church, Sandhurst 

Readings:  Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, Matthew 9:33-10:1

(First of four in sermon series “Mission-Shaped Church”)

Introduction: The opportunity

The title if this sermon is A Vision for Mission. This Saturday I am going to a conference 

organised by the Archdeacon of Berkshire called Being the People of God Today1.  This is 

what the publicity says about the reason fro the Conference:

Now is a time of change, of challenge and of huge possibility for us as the people of God. 

There is a hunger in our world for God, for justice, for relationship and for love. In other 

words, there is a hunger for the gospel. How can we, as church gathered and church 

dispersed, respond to that hunger?  Where do we see God at work? How do we pay 

attention to it? How can we support one another to respond? What’s stopping us? 

Most of what we hear about the Church of England in the media is negative: declining 

congregations, disputes within the church over sexuality, historic cases of child abuse.  To 

be honest, if that is all there is to it, I don't know why you are here in church this morning.

And yet, all over the country there is hope, and there is growth. There is hope and growth 

here in Sandhurst. Every year since I have been here I have seen new people coming to 

faith, and others growing in faith. I've seen people step up to positions of responsibility or 

leadership and become a blessing to others. Every year I have the opportunity to speak 

about God and the Christian faith to over a thousand people, adults and children, who do 

not regularly go to church through school assemblies, weddings, baptisms, funerals and 

Christmas services.  Sometimes I see fruit from these occasions, but in most cases the  

seed I have sown may be growing secretly and will bear fruit later, perhaps in another 

context.  Each of you too, has an influence for good as a Christian with the people you live

with, work with and spend your leisure time with. There's everything to play for.  And if 

any of you would like to spend Saturday hearing about how we can be the People of God 

today, there are still places at the conference, and it's free (including the lunch).

So why mission?

1. The need

Here's a couple of verses from our Gospel reading. Listen carefully and see if there's 

anything wrong with it:

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom. But when he saw the crowds, and noticed that they were happy, self-

sufficient people with good jobs, great marriages, well-behaved children, and living 

fulfilled and meaningful lives with all their medical worries met by the National Health 

Service and their future secured by generous pensions, he said to his disciples, “Well, 

there's nothing for me to do here;  I'm going back to the carpenter's shop to design a 

new kitchen table”.

1 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/being-the-people-of-god-today-tickets-26146128775 



Really?  On the face of it, Sandhurst is a great place to live. There are good schools, good 

health facilities, lots of local clubs and groups, lots of nice houses and cars.  So why do 

people need God?

A lot of people don't think they do need God. Not most of the time, anyway. In fact, most 

people are far too busy working, looking after children and pursuing hobbies or voluntary 

work with whatever spare time they have that God doesn't usually get a look-in: until 

things start to go wrong. Perhaps after a few years working long hours in the office they 

suddenly realise that the spark has gone out of their marriage, or the kids have become 

teenagers and become estranged. Perhaps after assuming that bad things only happened 

to other people they or someone they love has a serious accident or faces a terminal 

illness and they find themselves up a creek without a paddle.  Then maybe God could 

come in useful. But they're not sure if he's really interested.

In our reading from the Old Testament we heard King Solomon giving his conclusions after

seeking to find the meaning of life in every place he could think of:

I decided to enjoy myself and find out what happiness is. But I found that this is useless, 

too... Anything I wanted, I got. I did not deny myself any pleasure. I was proud of 

everything I had worked for, and all this was my reward. Then I thought about all that I 

had done and how hard I had worked doing it, and I realized that it didn't mean a thing. It 

was like chasing the wind—of no use at all.  (Ecclesiastes 2:1,10-11 GNB)

People seek happiness in all kinds of places: money, possessions, status, work, 

relationships, family, entertainment and pleasure. All of these are potentially good. But 

life means more than having these things. A few chapters on, in Ecclesiastes 5:10, we read

The lover of money will not be satisfied with money, nor the lover of wealth with gain. This

also is vanity. Relationships and marriage are good, and can be fulfilling, but no one 

person can meet all your needs. It is good to have a job that uses your gifts and enables 

you to have a sense of achievement. But what happens when you are made redundant or 

retire?

The correct version of Matthew 9:36 is: 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  

There is a God-shaped space in each of us, and only God can fill it. Only God can give our 

lives true meaning. Only God can meet our deepest needs for acceptance and value. Only 

God can guide us through the valley of the shadow of death.

2. The love of God

The second reason for mission is the love of God.  In spite of our penchant for turning 

away from him and going our own way, disobeying his laws and living as if we were at the 

centre of the universe, God still loves us. Not grudgingly, not half-heartedly, not 

conditionally. He knows each of us more intimately than we know ourselves, and he loves 

each part, however tarnished, twisted or broken it is.  Unlike many of the Pharisees and 

other religious leaders of his day, Jesus welcomed the outcast, the marginalised, the 

sinner. Those who recognised their need of God were drawn to Jesus, because they 

realised that he would take them seriously.  Each week we come to this Eucharist to 

remember how Jesus gave his body and his blood – his very life – to bring us back to God, 

so that we could have a personal relationship with him and through it find the true 

meaning of life. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. (John 10:10 NRSV)



3. The call of God

The third reason for mission is the call of God. Jesus' response to seeing the needs of the 

crowds who followed him was to say to his disciples ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the 

labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 

harvest.’ (Matthew 9:37-38 NRSV).

So if we as Christians can see that the people around us need God, and if we're convinced 

that God loves them and has a purpose for their lives, the first part of our response is to 

pray. Pray for those around you who do not know God for themselves.  Pray for the 

mission of the church, and especially for the work of this church.

But pray also for yourself and for your role in bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to 

those who need him.  In the next verse after Jesus told his disciples to pray, he 

commissioned the Twelve to go out as his missionaries. It sounds like they got an answer 

to their prayers rather more quickly than they expected!  In the next 3 sermons in this 

series we will look at how we can be involved in God's mission to his world, both as 

individuals and as a church.

Conclusion

I hope that over the last few minutes I've helped you to catch something of God's vision 

for mission.  It starts with a recognition of people's need for God – which is the same as 

our own need for God.  We are motivated by the love of God, which has been revealed in 

Christ and which we have experienced for ourselves.  And so we respond to the call of 

God and offer ourselves to be part of his mission to the world.

As St Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians:

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 

therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. (2 Corinthians 5:14-15, NRSV).  

As you come to this altar this morning, remember your own need of God and how God 

has welcomed you into his family.  Remember that Christ died not only for us but for the 

whole world. And, if you dare, offer yourself to be part of his mission to the world.

Prayer

God of mission, who brings growth to your Church,

send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,

wisdom to our actions,

and power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers, 

in spiritual commitment to you,

and in service to our local community.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


