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St M 23 12 18 Advent 4 

Sermon for the 4th Sunday of Advent by Rev Jane Kraft 
 
And so we have arrived at the last Sunday of Advent. As we light the fourth candle in our 
Advent wreath and listen to today’s readings we draw nearer to the moment when we 
celebrate the incarnation and we think about Mary.  
 The Old Testament ends with   hope and expectation as The Prophet Malachi declares 
his message that the great Elijah would return. As we turn the pages of our Bibles to the 
New Testament, we encounter John the Baptist. Luke records that his birth is foretold 
by an angel as his father Zechariah served in the sanctuary of the Temple. And over the 
next two chapters we encounter two parallel accounts, one of the birth of John the 
Baptist and the other of the birth of Christ. Both conceptions were miraculous the one 
because Zechariah and Elizabeth were old and she was past child bearing age. The other 
because Mary was a virgin.  Luke weaves the stories together and, as he does so he, 
conveys to his readers the message that here is something special these are no ordinary 
births. Here very definitely God’s hand is at work and he doesn’t want his readers to be 
in any doubt about their significance.  In both instances the important choice of the 
child’s name is not left to human decision, the children are named by the angel, 
Zechariah and Elizabeth are to call their son JOHN while Mary was told “you will name 
him Jesus”.   

Last week the readings directed our thoughts towards John. John the Baptist came after a 
long silence, several hundred years had passed since the last prophets had spoken in 
Israel. He was to be the last great pre-messianic prophet. 

It was John who Baptised Jesus in the Jordan when the voice came from heaven “this is 
my beloved son”. 
But as we heard in this morning’s reading his witness began even before his birth as he 
leapt in his mother’s womb on the arrival of Mary at Elizabeth’s home.  
The account of this visit helps us to understand who Jesus is for as the baby leaps in 
Elizabeth’s womb she declares “Why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me. The whole focus is turned away from the pregnant women towards 
the unborn baby in Mary’s womb. 
  
John’s whole purpose was to direct people away from himself to encounter the Son of 
God.  
He called people to change their way of living so as to prepare for the coming of Christ. 
As he announces that someone greater than he is coming, he was echoing all that the 
prophets had proclaimed before him.  
As he pointed to Jesus John is recorded as saying in John 3 verse 30 “He must increase 
but I must decrease”. 
Mary too was called to self-effacing service. 
Mary always takes second place for she was called to be a vehicle, the means where by 
God became man. 
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Mary - The God-bearer; the theotokos.  
When Gabriel came to Mary, she must have been terrified but his first words were of 
reassurance. Do not be afraid. The first thing to remember about God’s call to service is 
that we are not to be afraid. Uncertainty breeds apprehension. Quite understandably 
Mary is perplexed and the substance of the angel’s message only increases her perplexity 
and she asks the question “how will all this come about?”. In response she receives the 
angel’s reassurances her that with God all things are possible.  
Despite not really understanding what really lay ahead for her Mary was willing to 
answer God’s call. It was to mean a complete change. Life for Mary would never be the 
same again.  
She could have said no.  
Instead she responded with the words “Here am I the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.”  
Mary said yes to God.  
Not may be, not alright but…  
Her yes to God was not conditional. It was complete obedience.  
 
Obedience to service whether the service is great or small, whether it is to go out into 
the unknown or to stay in the place where you are at present,  service in Jesus name 
should point away from ourselves to Him.  
As Mary’s call to serve pointed to Christ 
Mary was obedient despite her fear of:- 

• What others would think 

• What Joseph would think 

• What would happen to her, an unmarried mother with no means of support 
And her saying yes to God was not just for 9 months –  
what it was to mean was for the rest of her life.  
We are told in the gospels it would mean a thorn in her heart with pain and suffering.  
Mary was called to love as a mother, and you can’t love without opening yourself to the 
possibility of pain.  
She would have to put up with the pointing fingers and bare the inevitable pain not only 
of the actual childbirth but throughout her life. 
Mary’s prayer in response to God’s call, 
 “be it unto me according to your word”  
involved not just an acceptance of the pregnancy which was to follow but the continued 
sustained commitment, the acceptance of the whole of her future life at God’s hands.  
  
In the early part of her pregnancy Mary made the physical journey to see her cousin 
Elizabeth; later as her due date approached, she made the long journey to Bethlehem and 
then with her new baby to the Temple in Jerusalem but she was also making a journey 
into the unknown. And that required her to trust in God.  For Mary and for each of us 
the saying yes to God whatever the cost, needs faith to undertake with confidence 
whatever He tells us do, and then step back and allow God to work, knowing that all will 
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be well. It involves perseverance, remembering that He is present in each situation and 
his power will enable and sustain us each step of the way through good times and bad, in 
joy and in sorrow, in contentment and in suffering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


