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Ascension Day Sermon by Rev Jane Kraft,  

May 2020 
 

Throughout history there have been pivotal, life 

changing moments. Many of these have been ground-

breaking, innovative and often unbelievable 

discoveries.  Some have been great tragedies and 

crisis which have altered the course of history.  

I feel that perhaps we are living through one of those 

moments at this present time.  

A recent article by Jerome Roos in the New Statesman 

explores how the Black Death changed the world.  

Comparing the pandemic, we are experiencing now, 

with this 15th century plague, Roos asks “Are we now 

on the threshold between two eras?”   

Stuck in this time of crisis we look back to how things 

were before lockdown, and yearn for what we 

remember as “normal”,                   

we also look forward to it all being over, but wonder 

just what that will look like; will normal be like the 

old normal or a new and different normal.  

Between times is a strange place to be, the looking 

back and looking forward, and not  feeling 

comfortable and at ease with the present and yet not 

wanting to move from it to another place with the 

uncertainties and changes that may involve.  And all 
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the time wondering like the children on a long 

journey “are we nearly there yet?” 

Despite the trauma we are going through, there is 

something solid and reassuring about the rhythm of 

the seasons which continue and keep us in tune with 

God’s creation. The trees bursting with the fresh 

green spring leaves, the roses coming into bud, the 

birds nesting. Even with our churches closed for 

worship, the church seasons too continue and move 

forward.   

Through them we engage with a story which begins 

with the patriarchs and their covenant with God and 

the prophets who foretold of the coming Messiah,      

John the Baptist the forerunner of Christ and the 

event of the Annunciation, and then the moving 

onwards through Christmas to Candlemas as we turn 

from manger to cross and the beginning of the 

journey to Calvary through Lent. 

Then follows the crucifixion, resurrection, ascension 

and the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is a familiar 

journey which we make together every year. But this 

year it has been different and the familiar has been 

strange. 

 

The seasons of the year, a bit like our lives, seem to be 

an unpredictable mixture. Last week as we 
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experienced cold weather from the North, with 

some parts of the UK even having sprinklings of snow  

while this week the  temperature resembles what we 

expect at this time of year  and you may feel you are 

ready to move on from spring to summer; and from 

Easter which we tend to associate with spring to 

another season.  Well if you do, take heart for we 

come to two weeks of rapidly moving from one 

church season to another. Today the feast of the 

Ascension, in 10 days the Feast of Pentecost, and a 

week after that Trinity Sunday.  

 

For 6 weeks we have focused on Christ’s resurrection, 

and the first Easter Day followed by accounts of Jesus 

successive resurrection appearances.   

 

Today we celebrate Christ not only risen but also 

ascended and glorified.  

 

And then there is a pause, as we, -  with the disciples, 

wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit .  

 
For Jesus didn’t leave them or us to cope alone with 
the trials and tribulations of this world he sent his 
Holy Spirit to comfort, sustain, guide, and empower 
us as we live the good news of the gospel until the 
time comes, 
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when he returns in glory.  

 
 

We are on a journey, although at this present moment 

we are in that – 

 in-between place.  

It may not be a comfortable place to be, but it is 

where we are at this moment. And that is important 

to acknowledge because the past is gone and the 

future is yet to be so it is important to hold onto the 

knowledge that as Neville Ward so succinctly put it 

“The will of God is always something we are to do 

now, in this  

present moment, because the present moment is the 

ONLY moment in which we can do anything.” 

There has been over the years an on going debate 

concerning the Pascal candle.  

The question goes something like this, Jesus (the light 

of the world) ascended to heaven and the Holy Spirit 

didn’t come until Pentecost. Should the Pascal candle 

be extinguished during the service on Ascension Day?  

Or should it be kept alight as an assurance that we 

have His presence with us always? 
 

God is always with us - through Christ’s cross and 

resurrection he is with us to pardon, and forgive; He 
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is with us through the Holy Spirit’s indwelling, to 

guide, strengthen and empower us.  

“with us in sickness and in health,  

with us in life and in death 

 with us in time and in eternity.” J C Ryle    

With us as we await what ever the future will bring 

and what ever the “new normal” will look like.    

Christ’s Ascension moved on to the transformation 

which the coming of the Holy Spirit brought. And 

from that pivotal life changing moment things would 

never and will never be the same again.                                                             

On Thursday 05 May 2016 at the Holy Communion 

service in the Chapel of St John the Evangelist in the 

White Tower, at the Tower of London, a poem was 

read in place of a sermon: 

The last two verses went like this:- 

Gone from sight from the disciples, 

thus ascending to his throne, 

yet he is with us for ever – 

never shall we be alone. 

Glory be to God the Father 

and the Spirit and the Son; 

this Ascensiontide we praise thee, 

one in three and three in one. 

Amen. 


