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A sermon preached by Emma Hodge at St. 
Michael & All Angels Church, Sandhurst on 8th 
January 2023 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 
Amen 
 
Today’s gospel reading is the account of 
Jesus being baptised from Matthew’s gospel.  
All four gospels provide the fact that Jesus 
was baptised and Matthew’s gospel has one 
of the fullest accounts. 
 
Before Jesus had come for baptism, we 
know that he would have been about thirty 
years old but we know very little about his life, 
we know the details about his birth, the fact 
that he spent his early childhood as a refugee 
in Egypt and then returned to Nazareth.  We 
know that his parents made the journey to 
Jerusalem to the temple for Jewish festivals 
(and when he was twelve years old he stayed 
behind in the temple when his parents 
started the return journey).  We know that he 
was a carpenter as when he read from the 
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scroll of Isaiah in the Synagogue in Nazareth 
people questioned him as he was a 
carpenter and that his mother and half-
sisters and brothers were also present in 
Nazareth.   
 
We know that the Romans ruled the country 
and that Jesus’ mother had a relative called 
Elizabeth who had a son, the same age as 
Jesus, called John the Baptist in her old age. 
However they didn’t live in the same village.  
 
We know that John the Baptist was 
preaching and baptising with a message of 
repentance and he was in the wilderness of 
Judea and was baptising in the river Jordan. 
People were travelling to hear John from 
both Jerusalem and the regions of Judea and 
Jordan.  
 
In his message, John is very clear, that there 
will be someone coming after him, who will 
baptise with the Holy Spirit and that John 
wouldn’t be worthy to carry out a very menial 
task for him. Jesus then comes to be 
baptised. John recognised that Jesus was 
the one who was coming after him and 
initially didn’t want to baptise Jesus, because 
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he recognised that he needed baptism more 
than Jesus.   
 
Before we go on, let’s take a moment to look 
at what baptism is.  Many of us will have been 
in the congregation when someone is 
baptised and we will have different 
experiences of baptism so I would like you 
to consider these questions  

What does baptism mean to you?  
What words would you use to 

describe baptism? 
 
Now there are probably a lot of very personal 
answers to the first question but the answer 
to the second one may include words such 
as  

 Beginning 

 Belonging 

 Celebration 

 Family 

 Sacrament 

 Water 

 Welcome 
And may include  

 Start of our Christian journey of faith 
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The Church of England website actually 
describes baptism as the start of an amazing 
journey with God, parents, godparents, 
family, friends and the church.  
 
 
There are several different aspects to 
baptism but there are two that I am going to 
explore in more detail, these are welcome 
and community. 
 
 
Looking first at welcome side of baptism, in 
the gospel reading of Jesus’ baptism, we are 
told that God the Father spoke and that he 
affirmed that Jesus was his Son, he loved his 
son and he was well pleased with his son.  It 
is a statement of love and acceptance.  
 
Similarly in our baptism services we are 
reminded that Christ loves and welcomes 
those who come to baptism. During the 
service we confirm that we are all children of 
God and that we are known by God.   It is a 
reminder that each one of us are precious to 
God, that we are accepted exactly as we are.   
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In the world where our society is full of 
advertisements (both traditional and more 
targeted via social media) to change how we 
look and to have what they consider to be 
happy and fulfilled lives; We are told in the 
baptism service that just by being who we 
are, this is enough for God, we don’t have to 
have the latest products, holiday in the sun 
or have the perfect body, Christ knows us by 
name and loves us and we are welcomed 
into His church. 
 
This means everyone, no matter who they 
are, everyone is known by God, loved and 
welcomed, it is an inclusive message and 
one that is exempt from society’s pressures.  
 
Love and acceptance is not a new addition to 
the baptism service, in the Book of Common 
Prayer service, there is this sentence (page 
101 in the green books)   
 
Doubt not therefore, but earnestly believe, 
that he loveth this child, that he approveth 
this work of ours in bringing him to holy 
baptism, that he is ready to receive him, to 
embrace him with the arms of mercy and to 
give him the blessing of eternal life. 



The Baptism of Christ 

Matthew 3:13-17 Isaiah 42:1-9 

6 | P a g e  

 
The sentence is part of the service which is 
addressed to the entire congregation.   For 
me, this sentence conjures up an image of 
Christ eagerly waiting to greet and love the 
child who is being baptised an image of 
acceptance and welcome. 
 
So now that we have reviewed that each one 
of us are welcomed, loved and valued, we 
turn to look at a second side of baptism, the 
role of the community.   
 
The baptism service marks the start of one 
person’s journey of faith,   If we go back to 
the Gospel reading,  the story of Jesus’ 
baptism has many points, and the first one is 
when it happened.   
 
Before Jesus’ baptism he was a carpenter in 
Nazareth and would have had 
responsibilities to his earthly family.  His 
baptism marked a turning point in his life.    
 
After his baptism he would start on his 
ministry, he would teach his disciples and his 
followers for three years until his death and 
resurrection.   While we know very little about 
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his life before his baptism, we know a lot 
more about his life after his baptism. 
 
So we know that Baptism is a starting or 
turning point in people’s lives, however the 
person being baptised is accompanied, both 
at the time of baptism and throughout their 
lives.  
 
When Jesus was baptised, he was not alone, 
there was a crowd of people who had gone 
down to hear John the Baptist and be 
baptised by him.  Throughout his ministry, he 
was surrounded by people, the apostles, the 
disciples and those who came to hear and 
learn from him.  
 
In the baptism service,  we are reminded that 
each one of us has a part to play as we are 
asked to confirm that we will support those 
being baptised in their journey of faith and will 
help them to live and grow within the family 
of God.   
 
It is at the start of the service that the 
congregation are asked to confirm these two 
statements   
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 Will you support these children as 
they begin their journey of faith? 

 Will you help them to live and grow 
within God’s family? 

 
These two different questions have different 
focus, one is support at the time of baptism, 
just as they are starting out in the journey of 
faith, but the second question is not limited in 
time, it is for all of their lives.  
 
But how do we support people in their faith 
journey and to live and grow in God’s family? 
 
The family of God, includes all of us, and as 
such each one of us has a role to play, we 
can’t leave it to the clergy, or designated 
volunteers, and each one us takes that role 
as we are part of the church community and 
we get to know the others who come to 
church and as we are fortunate at St. 
Michael’s to have a range of services, that 
can mean getting to know people who go to 
other services. It’s getting to know who they 
are, what is going on in their lives and 
celebrating with them the good times but also 
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walking alongside them during the difficult 
and challenging times.  
 
 
Throughout our lives, we travel along a 
journey of faith, however the journey is not 
always smooth, and we need companions on 
the journey, fellow travellers, who can 
support each other, who will learn, explore 
and discover together.  Together we make up 
a community, a community that is the church, 
the church being not the building but the 
people who make it up.  The church of St. 
Michael & All Angels.  
 
Everyone is welcomed and valued in our 
church community but what are our roles in 
the community?  If we look at the words that 
we have said before at baptisms (which I’ve 
slightly adapted) you may like to reflect on 
these questions this week 
 
Will you support each other on their journey 
of faith? 
 
Will you help each other to live and grow 
within God’s family?  


