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Candlemas 2017 St Michaels 9.30am. 
 I don’t know how many of you enjoy watching action films set in times 

gone by They may be medieval or middle ages or placed in a more recent 

era but  many of them  involve some sort of fortress with a sentry or 

watchman looking out across a wide open space searching the horizon for 

any one approaching, it might be an expected messenger, an advancing 

army, or perhaps the sole survivor of an ambushed scouting party fleeing 

for safety, hotly perused by the attackers.  This lookout was posted to raise 

the alarm for the defences to be activated or open the gates and prepare to 

greetings and  welcome.    Simeon the elderly man who greeted the Holy 

Family at the Temple is often described by scholars as the Servant 

watchman ( the look out ) posted to await and recognise the arrival of the 

Messiah.  
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His song which we call the Nunc Dimittis from the first two words of its 

Latin version  declares Jesus “to be the means of salvation for all people, 

Jew and Gentile.”1 

To day we remember that encounter in the Temple as Mary and Joseph 

brought the infant Christ there in order to comply with the Jewish law.   

The observance of this event is a pivotal moment in the church calendar for 

it ends the Christmas season and turns our thoughts towards Lent. At this 

juncture we look back for the last time to the events surrounding Jesus 

birth and move forward towards His passion.  

We progress from the angel’s announcement  of  “Glory to God in the 

highest and on peace among those he favours.”   Luke 2:14  

                                                 
1
 Harper’s Bible commentary, James L Mays ©1988 The Society of Bible Literature 
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to Simeon’s pronouncement  “of salvation….. in sight of all people, a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles”.  Luke 2:31-32 
The Jews down the ages had considered themselves as God’s chosen 

people. The idea that the long expected Messiah would come not just for 

them but to all people was an alien concept.  

But was it??  -- centuries before Isaiah had prophesied in the servant song 

that one would come who “would be  a Light to give revelation to the 

Gentiles”   Isaiah  Is 49 v9     

 

It is almost 40 days since Christmas Day when one of the traditional  the 

Gospel  readings is from the first chapter of St John’s Gospel. In it the 

writer speaks  of light  shining in darkness and of John the Baptist 

testifying to the “True light which was coming into the word”  
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But it also goes on to indicate that this light is for all. An echo of Isaiah’s 

prophecy “I have given you as a covenant to the people and a light to the 

nations” Is 62:6 
 This theme of Christ coming for all people is continued as Christmas 

moves on into epiphany and the wise men arrive on the scene with their 

gifts. 

   

Jesus birth as a baby in Bethlehem emphasises that he is  wholly human yet 

we move rapidly on to Epiphany and the manifestation of Christ as God’s 

son, in his Baptism, through his first miracle at Cana and in the coming of 

the wise men with their gifts of Gold, Frankincense and myrrh.   
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It is in these three events that we discern Jesus’ divinity and are drawn to 

look more deeply into the essential elements which were to bring about the  

salvation of our fallen humanity. 

The wise men were Gentiles but  their precious gifts are a means through 

which we comprehend the full nature of Christ and his destiny.    

They gave Gold, in this we recognise his kingship not of an earthly realm 

but of the kingdom of heaven.. 

Frankincense speaks to us of his priesthood, here in human flesh is God’s 

son, and reminding of us that he is the one true sacrifice for the atonement 

for our sins,  a sacrifice made that we might be liberated, and restored into 

a right relationship with God; 

 and myrrh which foretells his death,  the means of our redemption   
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By these Gentiles Christ, is identified as the one who by his incarnation 

gathered into one things earthly and heavenly2, and made possible for us 

who believe in him to be partakers of the divine nature.       
 

As Christians we are called to live in the light of Christ who came to dispel 

the darkness.  

We are by virtue of our Baptism are called not only to live in the light but 

to bring that light into the lives of those around us or as the Baptism 

service says “to shine as lights in the world”  bringing the light of Christ 

into its dark places   

                                                 
2
 Common Worship Christmas Day Blessing 
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Pope John Paul said this. “As light we are to illuminate or make visible. 

Our lives are to be an on-going witness to the reality of Christ's presence in 

our lives.  It is important, however to know that it is not our light, but the 

reflection of the Light of the world, Jesus Christ Himself, that people will 

see in us”. 

St Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians said "It is the God who said, 

‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of  God” 2 Cor :6 

It is this light that we are to reflect in our lives to a world which in so many 

ways lives in darkness.   
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We are to learn to live as "children of the light  and in this way we will 

show that "the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true" 

Eph 5:9.  

  

  

 

 

 

  

  


