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Introduction

Who believes in democracy?  I expect that all of us would probably say yes, although some of us might 

want to throw in a few disclaimers in the light of the result of either the American Presidential election

result or, perhaps the result of the British Referendum on EU membership.

Whatever our views on these specific issues, we all recognise that no political system is perfect. Most 

of us would be quick to defend our monarchy, which is seen as both quaint and anachronistic by the 

French, the Americans and other Republican nations.

But what about the idea that God is a king? Modern atheist pundits (such as Richard Dawkins and 

Christopher Hitchens) accuse the Christian God of being self-important and arbitrary.  What does it 

mean to believe in God as King?

Today is the feast of Christ the King - a tradition which Anglicanism has adopted very recently from the

Catholics. The feast of Christ the King was initiated in 1925 by Pope Pius XI in response to the rise of 

secularism and atheism in Europe.  In the face of the political and social uncertainties in the aftermath 

of the First World War, a reminder that Christ had been given by God “all authority in heaven and 

earth” was no doubt timely.  In our own day, I think it is equally relevant.  Our world is also in turmoil, 

with the threat of terrorism, economic and financial insecurity and climate catastrophe. Where can we

turn for help?  Are our political and social institutions up to the task?  While we may still believe that 

democracy, human rights and a welfare state have an important role to play, many feel that they 

cannot in themselves be sufficient to save the world from slipping into chaos.  We need a higher 

power to call on.

The King of the Jews

Our reading from Luke's gospel describes the crucifixion of Jesus. Earlier in the chapter, when the 

Jewish leaders bring Jesus before Pilate, he is accused of forbidding people to pay tax to the Emperor 

and claiming to be the Messiah, a King, and so by implication he is being accused of treason against 

the Roman Empire. 

Luke, the writer of this gospel, was well aware of the potential tensions between Christians and the 

Roman State. In both the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, written by the same writer, Luke

seems to be at pains to give the impression that Christianity is no threat to Rome. 

So earlier in chapter 23, when Jesus is brought before Pilate and accused of treason against the 

Emperor, Luke goes further than either Mark or Matthew in having Pilatte say three times that he 

finds Jesus innocent of any criminal offence (23:4,14,22). The second criminal on the cross describes 

Jesus as innocent. Furthermore, after Jesus breathes his last, the centurion watching also says 

“Certainly this man was innocent” instead of the words that Mark and Matthew report, “Truly this 

man was the Son of God!”

It is therefore abundantly clear that Jesus' intention was not to overthrow and replace the existing 

political order, however abusive and corrupt it might have been at the time. So what kind of a King 

was he, and is he?  What, if anything, has a so-called King who allows himself to be crucified got to 

offer to a world that needs peace and justice to be restored to it? 



The Kingdom of God

Jesus' Kingdom is greater than all the power of Rome, and his philosophy outshines every political and 

social ideology that people have invented up to the present day.  It is the Kingdom of God, the rule of 

God in the hearts and lives of ordinary people which transforms individuals, families and communities.

It is the power of God to turn us from selfishness and greed to a lifestyle of service and generosity, 

which strengthens people like Wilberforce to fight against slavery and Martin Luther King to fight for 

equality, which motivates people to work for organisations like Tearfund and Retrak, or to fight human

trafficking or sexual exploitation. 

The weapons of the Kingdom of God are not swords or guns, but love, joy and peace which comes first

of all from being reconciled to God. It is only when we have acknowledged God as our King and 

submitted our wills to his will, when we have acknowledged our need for forgiveness and healing and 

received his grace to bind up our own wounds and wash away our own sins that we can be fully 

effective as channels of his love, joy and peace to others.

Jesus calls his followers to be his witnesses and the ambassadors of the Kingdom of God.  In Luke 

chapter 10 he sends out 70 disciples to spread the gospel, heal the sick and cast out the power of evil. 

We too, if we have submitted our lives to him and accepted him as our King, have power to carry out 

his work. Jesus is not only the King of the Jews, the Messiah promised by God to his ancient people; he

has been exalted to the right hand of God, and is King over the whole universe.  He has sent us his 

Holy Spirit to empower us to live victorious lives – conquering sin in our own lives and fighting evil in 

the world.

In our season of Advent, which begins next Sunday, we are called to prepare ourselves for his Second 

Coming, when he will come to judge the world. If we have received his grace and are living in it, we 

have nothing to fear from judgement. But we are called to invite others to be reconciled to God and to

acknowledge his Kingship in their own lives. We are also called to challenge every human institution, 

system and culture that stands in opposition to the values of God's kingdom by promoting injustice 

and oppression, or simply allowing it to prevail. 

Jesus our King

Is Jesus your King? Have you first of all received him as your Saviour? Do you acknowledge his 

authority over every area of your life? Kingship is not a concept we are too familiar with today. We like

to elect our leaders, and then vote them out again when we get tired of them.  The Kingdom of God is 

not like that. Our King is all-wise and has only the best interests of his subjects at heart. He will never 

fail us or forsake us.  But he demands loyalty and obedience if his rule is going to be able to have its 

effect in our lives and in our world. He does not invade our lives and take them over by force – rather, 

he invites us to surrender them humbly to him.  Just as he once offered his life for us on the Cross, so 

today he offers us his body and blood in the sacrament of the Eucharist, and invites us to offer 

ourselves, body, mind and soul, to him.  

St Paul in his letter to the Romans says “I appeal to you therefore, my brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship”.  In our final prayer of this service, we will say that “we offer you our souls and 

bodies, to be a living sacrifice”.  What does it mean to you to be a living sacrifice?

Are there areas of our lives which we have not yet fully submitted to the Kingship of Christ?  Are we 

holding something back from him?  Is there a sin we need to repent of? Is selfishness, pride or fear 

keeping us from obeying him fully? Are we willing to submit our hopes and plans for the future to him 

trustingly?  Are we willing to invest our time, talents and money in the Church so that the Gospel can 

be proclaimed in word, worship and works?



At Golgotha, Jesus was described as Messiah or King by a variety of people – the Jewish leaders, the 

Roman soldiers, the two criminals on crosses either side of him. Only one meant it sincerely and with 

faith. The second criminal turned to Jesus and said “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

Kingdom”. It was he who was promised a place with Jesus in eternity.

In a moment of silence let us consider what God is saying to us, and let us respond to him in our own 

silent prayers. 

Collect for Christ the King

Eternal Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit

and in the bond of peace,

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen 


