
God and Wealth – a sermon by Rev Jane Kraft
given on Sunday 31st July 2016 at St Michael's Church, Sandhurst

Readings:   Luke 12:13-21, Colossians 3:1-11

The sub heading in my bible for this mornings Gospel is the Parable of the rich fool. Two 
adjectives used to describe the man in focus of Jesus Parable. The first describes his status in 
the world the second his state of mind. 

The two phrases which immediately leapt out at me from this passage were “be on you guard 
against all kinds of greed” and “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions”. 

‘Life as a member of the family of God,’ John Stott said, ‘should resemble a fruit tree, not a 
Christmas tree.' - A Christmas tree is decorated by buying lights, tinsel, silver beads, baubles... 
A fruit tree simply bears the produce of its own nature. If we allow the love of Christ to 
permeate our lives, the presence and in-dwelling of that Holy Spirit will produce the 'fruit of 
the Spirit'. love, joy and peace  patience, kindness and goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. And it is these which will allow us to grow together as Christians in the family of 
God. 

St Paul talks about this in his letter to the Colossians which he wrote while he was in prison. He
addresses the recipients as holy and faithful but the letter is focused on his desire that they 
should grow into full maturity as Christians. “Set your minds on the things which are above not
on things that are on the earth.” (Colossians 3v2)

There had obviously been some problems within the church and Paul calls them to address 
these with love and forgiveness, and to focus on becoming more Christ like in all they think 
and do. 

The Jews had been brought up in a culture which believed that wealth and prosperity were a 
sign of God's blessing ( e.g. Leviticus and Deuteronomy 28v11-13).     While  Christian teaching 
has often  portrayed wealth as a hindrance to salvation, which it can be – but no more so than 
many other things;  The problem is that riches can lead to Selfishness, and greed, and 

encourage an attitude of false independence and a determined attachment to the things of 
this earth. 

Having wealth is not wrong but it can be a very real danger because comfort and possessions 
can mean that we look to them for security and happiness and this interferes with our 
recognising our need of God.  

We are most of us familiar with the phrase “money is the root of all evil.”

But that is a miss-quotation of  St Paul’s first letter to Timothy chapter  6 verse 10   which 
actually says using the New revised standard translation 

“….the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,” it goes on “and in their eagerness to be rich 
some have wandered away from the faith…”

Money can be used to do huge amounts of good, things that advance God’s work and extend 
God’s kingdom. It’s the love of money that impedes our growth as Christians and harms God’s 
work in the world.  The question is “are our lives dominated by greed or generosity: which gets
priority money and material gain, or God and His will for our lives?  Just before he tells the 
story of the rich fool Jesus warns the crowd “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; for ones life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”

 

http://www.church-on-the-net.com/reference/christmas.aspx


Joseph Fitzmyer in his commentary on Luke gives a literal translation of the Greek “look and 
be on your guard”  and goes on to talk about greed being “the lust to have more, more than is 
needed, the boundless grasping after more”……”the fool’s godlessness manifests itself in his 
lust for more, whereas the fear of  The Lord which is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7 ;
9:10) never crosses his mind”1

You see the problem is not the wealth but the attitude towards it and the danger of it 
seducing the one who is in possession of it away from loving God and putting Him first in all 
things.

In our 21st western society there is considerable pressure to be successful and in many 
instances success is measured in monetary terms. 

But it is not simply about money it is about anything which comes between us and our 
recognition and acceptance of our need of God.

Here is a reminder that our journey of faith is not without temptations and distractions, and 
we are continually under pressure to conform to this world’s values. As Christian’s we have a 
choice about what we make our priority.

 As Christians our priority is to seek the kingdom of God in all things and to be transformed by 
his grace into the people he wants us to be.   That requires us to think very carefully where our
love and loyalties lie.  

Most of us enjoy singing hymns one of my favourites is: 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to thee
Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

It is a prayer of dedication and commitment asking God to take every part of us to use for his 
glory. 

Take my voice an let me sing 
ever only for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from thee.

Wonderful words of devotion but how do you get on with the next verse?

Take my silver and my gold, 
not a mite would I withhold.

The hymn writer helps us out  in the next verse 

Take my will and make it th
ine
it shall be no longer mine
take my heart; it is thine own 
it shall be thy royal throne

For as Jesus says in verse 34 of Luke chapter 12  

“Where you treasure is there your heart will be also.”  

1 Joseph A Fitzmyer The Gospel According to Luke ; The anchor Bible © 1985 by Doubleday


