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May the words of my lips and the thoughts and meditations of all our hearts be 

always acceptable in thy sight O Lord our strength and our Redeemer. 

 

Tonight’s sermon is focussing on our Old Testament Reading from the book of 

Haggai.  Those who are in the house groups may have also been focussing on 

Haggai as their bible study. Haggai is a minor prophet and is short – it is only 37 

verses (not quite the shortest book in the Old Testament but not far off) and is 

unusual in the fact that it can be precisely dated to 520 BC.   

 

About 16 years previously, the Jewish people had returned from exile, had 

found that the first temple (built by Solomon) in Jerusalem had been destroyed 

and had made a start on rebuilding the temple, however start is all they had 

made,  they were distracted by everything else – they had too many things to 

do – something I can sympathises with!   Time Management and Prioritisation it 

seems was just as important in 520 BC as it is today! 

 

God sent Haggai to remind the people that there was something missing from 

their lives,  they still didn’t have a temple to worship Him in.  God had blessed 

each one of them with talents and to use those talents to build the temple, 

however the temple was not built.  Haggai’s prophecy was to focus God’s 

people onto building the temple.    

 

It may sound like an overbearing person saying do MY work now and ignore 

the others (and I can certainly sympathises as in my professional life, I  have 

several people all thinking that their project is the one I should prioritise!!) 

however this was not the case.   

 

God wanted the people to build the temple because he wanted them to be 

able to worship him and that he knew that for them to be truly settled after 

their exile a temple was required.  One to worship Him, and one which would 

last for generations to come. A temple that would last until after God had sent 

His son. 

 

God knew that without Him in his people’s lives then something was missing.  

The Psalm for this evening sums it up “I was Glad when they said to me, let us 

go to the house of the Lord” how could people be glad about worshipping 

God if they didn’t have a communal base to meet together.  How could they 

support each other in worship, a community focussed on God. A community 

who worships him, a community where peace, God’s peace, can prosper and 

flourish. 

 

There are a lot of parallels with life today and life in Haggai’s time 
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Our lives are busy.  We have lots of different demands on our time from families 

(whether they are young children, ailing parents, or just the complex 

relationships of those we are related to by blood or marriage), many of us have 

to balance paid work in, and everyone of us has to balance the demands of 

running a home, meeting with friends and enjoying hobbies so it is easy to not 

to find time for God and each one of us has to juggle our priorities – what gets 

done first and takes the most amount of our time and energy may not be the 

most important thing.  

 

Have we fallen into the trap that the people Haggai was prophesising to? Are 

we focussing on our priorities or are we focussing on God’s priorities for our 

lives?  

 

God’s priorities for our lives will be different for each one of us as we all have 

different lives and are at different stages in our faith. 

 

While we probably have not been tasked with rebuilding the temple in 

Jerusalem after returning from exile, and we may not have a prophet telling us 

what God wants us to prioritise on but through prayer and listening to God, we 

can ensure that we work on God’s priorities for our lives.  This may be by 

spending more time with our families or it may be by stepping out of comfort 

zone to take on a new task or it may be taking on a new role at church.   

 

Everyone is busy, but by focussing on what God wants us to do and we need 

to ensure that we focus on God’s priorities both as individuals and as a church, 

a church which is not just the building but a community, a community of 

people who care for one another, who support each other, who work together 

to Worship the amazing God so that we can enjoy God’s peace or perhaps 

serenity might be a better word and we prosper, not financially but spiritually 

as we draw closer to God.  


