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Platinum Jubilee Service St Michael’s Sandhurst 03 06 22  

In her Christmas broadcast in 1952 the Queen asked the people of this 

country, the commonwealth and empire to pray for her as she prepared to 

dedicate herself to their service at her coronation. In the introduction to the 

book published to celebrate her 90th birthday she said that she had been and 

remained very grateful for all these prayers and to God for his steadfast love. 

And that she had indeed seen his faithfulness.  

Today we come to celebrate a remarkable 70 years of her reign.  

She is the longest reigning monarch in British history.  

She has seen enormous change during her time on the throne.  

The daughter of the Duke and Duchess of York it was never anticipated that 

she would be Queen but with the abdication of her uncle Edward 8th she 

became heir presumptive to the throne. Then suddenly, at the age of 25 she 

became Queen.  

On her 21st birthday she had dedicated herself to a life of service to the 

people of this country and the commonwealth this declaration was endorsed 

at her coronation when she made before God her vows of lifelong 

commitment to serve her people and acknowledged that she could only fulfil 

these promises with God’s enabling help. 

During the coronation service Her Majesty was presented with many 

symbols. A number of these are surmounted with a cross the universally 

recognised symbol of the Christian faith. A reminder that she is, first of all, 

the servant of Christ, the King of Kings. This was emphasised as amidst all the 

jewel encrusted regalia she was presented with a Bible which was described 

in the service as “the most valuable thing that this world affords”  

Words from these sacred scriptures hold a poignant incentive for the future 

monarch as she took her vows for in the book of the prophet Micah is posed 

this question, “What does the Lord require of thee?  To do justly, to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God” these qualities were symbolised in 

the swords and sceptres presented to the new monarch.  

BUT before she was crowned with the ultimate symbol of her calling as 

queen, she was stripped of the jewels and velvet robs and, wearing a plain 

white dress, she was anointed with the holy oil of chrism. The oil used at 
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confirmation and ordination as well as for the anointing of the monarch at 

their coronation. 

In this simple act she was set apart and dedicated to love and serve her 

people following Christ example.  

The Royal Biographer, William Shawcross wrote:- “When Queen Elizabeth 2nd 

was crowned in 1953 she found…an almost sacrificial quality at the heart of 

the service…It was the moment when the Holy Oil was applied to her, rather 

than the her crowning with St Edward’s crown of solid gold, that was of 

supreme importance for the Queen.” 

In the long life of this remarkable monarch, we have been privileged to 

witness an example of service and dedication to God and through this to her 

people. 

For me a number of words spring to mind when I think of Queen Elizabeth 2nd 

Dedication to duty, selflessness, service to others, wisdom and integrity, 

strength in adversity, and total discretion.  

Yesterday, during the course of the trooping the colour the BBC interviewed 

various people and televised a number of messages of congratulations and 

thanks which had been recorded and written to the Queen on this unique 

and special occasion of her platinum Jubilee.   

One such message came from Barak Obarma, in it he remarked that Queen 

Elizabeth the 2nd was a gift not just to the United Kingdom but to the world.  

I think her majesty would be the first to say that her remarkable reign could 

not have been accomplished with out an even more special gift, the gift of 

the Holy Spirit.  

It is no coincidence that on he 90th birthday a book was published which 

highlighted the deep faith she has and the influence it has had on her life and 

service.                                                                                                                 

Rightly entitled “The Servant Queen and The King She Serves”, her life has 

been, and is, an example of a life lived under God.  

An example to each one of us however great or seemingly insignificant our 

calling is, we each need to recognise our need of God and His enabling Spirit.   

Six months before her coronation Elizabeth asked her people to: “Pray that 

God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I 
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shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you all the days of 

my life.”  

This weekend we join with the Nation and Commonwealth to celebrate Our 

Queen’s 70 years of devoted service, and we say - Thank you Your Majesty. 

I close with some more recent words from Her Majesty from her 2002 

Christmas broadcast 

“I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times 

and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my 

life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all 

that the day brings, and to put my trust in God… I draw strength from the 

message of hope in the Christian Gospel.” 

Thank you Your Majesty. 

God save the Queen! 

 

 


