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In the name of the father, and of the son and of the Holy Ghost, Amen, 

 

Our New Testament reading ended with the comforting words “Nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the Love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

 

However before we come to the New Testament Reading, I want to go back 

to look at the Old Testament Reading.   

 

Our Old Testament Reading was about King Solomon and is set just after he 

became king as young man.  King Solomon’s parents were King David and 

Bathsheba. His brother also tried to be king but Bathsheba and the prophet 

Nathan worked with King David to ensure that Solomon became King and they 

asked God’s blessing on this choice by sending Solomon to Gihon where 

Solomon was anointed with oil from the sacred tabernacle.   

 

Solomon realised that being King was not easy and he was going to have 

many challenges.  When God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked 

him what he wanted, he asked for something that would help him overcome 

the challenges that he would face.  Solomon asked for understanding so that 

he could rule his people fairly and judge between good and bad.  

 

Once Solomon received his gift his first response was to turn to the one who 

had given it, he turned to God and praised Him. Only when he had finished 

praising God did he celebrate with other people.  

 

If we had carried on reading we would have had the story of Solomon using 

the wisdom which God had bestowed on him when he was asked to choose 

between two mothers who both claimed that their child was alive and the 

other one’s child was dead.  

King Solomon became known for three things, firstly being faithful to God and 

secondly for his wisdom and lastly for writing some of the books of the bible, 

including Proverbs.   

 

There are many points to this story, but the one I am going to focus on is how 

King Solomon responded to God’s gift.  

 

King Solomon knew that God wanted him to do a job but he was also very 

aware of his shortcomings.   

He knew that God was not concerned about riches (although King Solomon 

was not a poor man, he had grown up in a palace),  

 

When he had the dream he asked God for the gift to do his job to the best of 

his abilities.   

 

When he received the gift he thanked God. 
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Each one of us, have our own lives, and will have multiple roles, in my case, 

daughter, churchwarden, Site Contracts Specialist (my day job!), Embroiderer, 

and I am going to be bold and say that we should always live each one of 

these roles to the best of our role.  

 

However, the challenge is what gifts do we need to do each of these roles, do 

we ask God to help us and if so, when we receive gifts do we thank God for 

them?   

 

Our New Testament reading is from Romans chapter 8 and it is set in a very 

different situation to either the time of King Solomon or our daily lives, however 

the theme continues,  the theme of  God’s gifts. 

 

Romans was written by St Paul to a group of Christians our New Testament 

reading started at verse 26 and is a reminder that as Christians, we receive help 

and gifts from the Holy Spirit.  

 

We are then reminded that our hearts are searched by God, to see what gifts 

we actually need (as opposed to those we think we need) from the Holy Spirit.   

 

The reading explains in verse 28 why this is so important, it is so that we are not 

alone, but instead, the importance of working together and not just working 

on our own. And as well it explains the reason why, the reason is to Love God.    

 

Most of our roles that we have, we will be working with other people, how do 

we conduct each one of them,  do we show to the ones we work with that we 

love God? 

 

Our reading goes on to a challenge, in our Old Testament reading, we heard 

how King Solomon reacted to receiving the gift of wisdom from God. From the 

books of the bible which he wrote (or are attributed to him) that King Solomon 

loved God.  

 

Our New Testament reading contains a reminder about everything that God 

has done for us, and in this it is referring to the fact that God sent his only Son, 

our saviour Jesus Christ to die for us so that we can be saved if we believe in 

him. 

 

To quote from John’s gospel, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.” 

 

A reminder that is echoed in the New Testament reading, in verse 31, we are 

asked that if God is for us, who can be against us? 

 

The reading then reminds us that Jesus died for us upon the Cross,  
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Died for us, so we may live 

 

However, death is not the end,  our reading reminds us that Jesus rose from the 

dead, on that Easter morn the women did not find a decaying corpse, instead 

they found an empty tomb. 

 

This key aspect of our faith is reinforced in our reading and it explains that no 

matter what, nothing can separate us from God’s love.   

 

How do we respond to this?  One way, we can do is to renew our commitment 

to pray, to seek God’s help in all the different aspects of our lives and thank 

Him for all that he has done for us. 

 

Many of us, will be familiar with the hymn “O Jesus I have promised” which is 

often sung at confirmations, let us pray the second verse 

 

O let me hear thee speaking 

 in accents clear and still, 

 above the storms of passion, 

 the murmurs of self-will; 

 O speak to reassure me, 

 to hasten or control; 

 O speak, and make me listen, 

 thou guardian of my soul. 

 


