
Luke 2, 15 to 21, 8.0 am and 9.30 am  

 

May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of our hearts be 

acceptable to you O Lord our strength and our redeemer 

Amen. 

 

In our opening verse to Luke chapter 2, the shepherds are 

talking about the angels who have just told them of the  birth 

of the Messiah in Bethlehem, who the angels referred to as 

good news of great joy to all people. 

 

So right at the beginning God made it clear that the good 

news was not restricted to just the Jewish nation but to people 

every where, because the Messiah was to be the saviour of 

everyone. 

 

Now this was a change of direction by God who hither too 

had relied upon the the people of the Jewish nation to spread 

the god news of God, which while they had managed to stay 

reasonably faithful to God, needed help, so God sent his Son 

to finish the task, and it was from the Jewish nation that 

Christianity got established.    

 

Now despite their responsibilities as shepherds to their sheep, 

which they took very seriously, they decided to go and see 

what all the fuss was about for themselves, because they have 

recognised that God was speaking to them through the angels. 

 

So they went with haste to Bethlehem and there they found 

Mary and Joseph and the baby in a manager just as the angels 

had said. 

 

When they saw this and realised that what the angels had told 

them was true, they made known to everyone who was there 

what the angels had said to them about the baby that he would 

bring good news and great joy and that he was the long waited 

Messiah who would bring salvation to his people. 

 

I say everyone because there were more people there than just 

Mary and Joseph because in verse 18 we read, “And all who 

heard it were amazed”. 

 

This shouldn't surprise us because I don't think that Mary and 

Joseph were the only ones who couldn't find accommodation 

that night.  

 

When the Emperor Augustus sent out his decree that 

everybody had to register in their own towns, there must have 

been a large number of people travelling about.  

 

There would have been people living in Bethlehem who had 

to go back to Nazareth to register and many in Nazareth who 

had to go to Bethlehem, the roads over this period may well 

have been crowded with people travelling in every direction. 

 

Now Mary was heavily pregnant when they travelled, so 

travelling for them was probably slow and certainly painful 

for Mary, and they would probably have been among the last 

ones to arrive. 

 

 

 

 

 



So it is quite possible that these stables like many others in  

Bethlehem that night were  full of people seeking shelter, and 

indeed any mothers among them may well, have assisted 

Mary at the birth of Jesus because neither Mary nor Joseph 

were experienced in child birth. 

 

Now when these first evangelists, which is what the shepherds 

were, had finished telling those who were in the stable what 

the angels had told them they went back to look after their 

sheep. 

 

Verse 21 of our reading sees a change in the story because 

although Mary and Joseph were probably still in Bethlehem 

many other travellers may well had left to go back home, so 

I'm sure that by the 8
th

 day of Jesus birth they were now in 

decent accommodation. 

 

So after  the 8
th

 day had passed Jesus was circumcised and 

given a name. It was at the ceremony of circumcision that a 

child's name would be recognised by everyone in the 

community; so it would be at a boy's circumcision that Jesus 

was officially given his name..     

 

In the early church Christians were predominately Jewish 

converts who by tradition were circumcised, and there was a 

controversy over circumcision when non Jewish people 

started to be converted to Christianity.  

 

It was St Paul who was a leading opponent of circumcision as 

a qualification to be coming a Christian convert.   

 

 

Now Mary and Joseph named their son Jesus as an angel had 

told Mary to name him, before Jesus was even conceived. 

 

Now of course naming a person, or indeed a thing, is very 

important, it is impossible to go through life without a name, 

it is important because through your name you can, as in my 

case for instance receive a pension, get a doctors appointment 

and many other things. 

 

Now in the case of Jesus it wasn't Mary or Joseph who chose 

Jesus' name it was God through his angel who told Mary to 

name her child Jesus, so what was so important that it 

required God to give Jesus his name. 

 

The name Jesus is derived from the Hebrew name “Yeshua”,  

a common name in Hebrew during the later period of the Old 

Testament. 

 

Yeshua has an alternative spelling and pronunciation of 

Joshua, the more common form, and through the Latin 

translation becomes Jesus. 

 

Now Jesus or Yeshua means, “To rescue” or “To deliver”. 

Yeshua which comes from the root of Yahu which stands for 

God, known commonly to us as Jehovah. 

 

Jesus' name is important to God for what it stands for, and 

because God wanted Jesus to complete his work of salvation 

not only for the Jews but everybody.    

 

That's why Jesus' name was so important to God, it is because 

Jesus would continue, and indeed complete God's work.  



God came to earth as a man, whose name was Jesus in order 

to die in our place and become our Saviour. This is why the 

angel said, “you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins.”  
 

In Matthew chapter 5 we read, “Do not think that I have come 

to abolish the law and the prophets: I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfil”.  

 

“For truly I tell you until heaven and earth pass away, not one 

letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all 

is accomplished”.  

 

the work of the Old Testament leader Joshua who, through 

God's leadership led the people of Israel into Canaan, the 

promised land.  

 

Now Jesus, the new Joshua, was to continue God's work by 

leading us not into the promised land but to eternal life in 

heaven with God by the fulfilment of all the law and the 

prophets which we can read about in the Old Testament. 

 

The birth and naming of Jesus marked a huge change in world 

history, the world after the birth and naming of Jesus would 

never be the same again, because now ordinary people have 

hope for the future, a hope that turns death from a dreaded 

event to a glorious journey of hope and expectation. 

 

Which is why St Paul was able to write to the Philippians in 

chapter 1 starting at verse 21.  

 
 

“For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in 

the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know 

which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 

is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to 

remain in the flesh is more necessary for you”.   
 

As we sit we will pray a 14
th

 century prayer; 

 

Glory be to God in the highest, the Creator, and Lord of 

heaven and earth, the preserver of all things, the Father of 

mercies, who so loved mankind as to send his only begotten 

Son into the world, to redeem us from sin and misery, and to 

obtain everlasting life.  

Accept, O gracious God, our praises and our thanksgivings 

for your infinite mercies towards us.  

And teach us, Lord, to love you more and serve you better, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

Amen 

 

 


