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Matthew 24:36-44 9.30 am 

 

May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of our hearts 

be acceptable to you O Lord our strength and our redeemer 

Amen. 

 

Today is Advent Sunday, and is a season observed as a time 

of expectant waiting as well as preparation for the 

celebration of the Nativity of Jesus Christ.  

 

The term Advent is an Anglicised version of the Latin word 

adventus, meaning “coming”, and the Latin word adventus is 

the translation of the Greek word ‘Parousia’, commonly used 

to refer to the second coming of Christ. . 

 

For Christians then the season of Advent anticipates the 

coming of Christ from two different perspectives.  

 

Firstly the Advent season offers an opportunity to share in 

the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah by the 

Jews, and for us the longing of the return of Christ as the 

king of the universe; and secondly for the celebration of the 

Nativity of Jesus Christ at Christmas.  

 

Turning now to Matthew's gospel, we need to go back  to the 

end of chapter 23 to get a clearer understanding of the 

enormity of what Matthew is trying to explain to us. 

 

 

Verse 23 and 24 of chapter 23 reads, “See your house is left 

to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again 

until you say, 'Blessed is the the one who comes in the name 

of the Lord.” Here Jesus is predicting that he will leave us 

and that he will return some time in the future. 

 

Many of us realise that without Jesus in our lives our lives 

would indeed be desolate; my life these days revolves 

around three things, having Jesus in my life, having a  

family and having friends; without Jesus in my life, a 

significant part of my life would indeed be desolate.   

 

Now chapter 24 starts by Jesus telling them of the dreadful 

destruction of the temple in AD 70, which of course at that  

time had not happened, and when the disciples asked Jesus 

when that would be, and also when they could expect Jesus 

to return to them, he told them to make sure that no one 

leads you astray. 

 

Jesus then speaks about the time that he will be away, and 

that while he is away there will be wars and rumours of 

wars, of nations rising up against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom, and of earthquakes in various places.  

 

All these things says Jesus is but the beginning of the birth 

pangs, of which we have ample personal experience of 

every kind.  
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In verse 9 of chapter 24, still before our reading, Jesus tells 

us that Christians will be tortured and that we will be hated 

and put to death, and as John told us when reviewing the 

Barnabas fund a month ago, currently one in ten Christians 

today face persecution of some sort, some of which leads to 

death. 

 

Jesus has never said that being a Christian and having faith in 

him will shield us from the world as it is. 

 

In verse 12 Jesus speaks of the increase in lawlessness, and 

as a result many will grow cold. Now growing cold is a real 

issue for us. 

 

We may not be the one in ten who are persecuted, but we are 

very vulnerable to falling away through apathy, and turning 

away from God and embracing earthly pleasures instead, and 

as I've said, my experience tells me that this is a real issue for 

us, and we need to be continually on our guard.    

 

As St Paul said as recorded in Acts 20 verse 24, “However, I 

consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the 

race.” St Paul is urging us to stay faithful to Christ, because it 

is only then that our lives will be worth while. 

 

At verse 29 we Read,“Immediately after the suffering of 

those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give it's light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers 

of heaven will be shaken.  

 

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and 

then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 

'the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with 

power and great glory.  

 

So turning now to the first verse of our reading we read, 

“But about that day and hour, that is Jesus' second coming, 

no one knows, neither the angels of heaven , nor the Son, 

but only the Father.”  

 

We of course know about the destruction of the temple in 

Jerusalem because it has taken place, but of the second 

coming we know nothing, that sounds a bit like Manuel in 

faulty towers, “I'm from Barcelona, I know nothing.” 

 

We then have verse 37 and 38 of our reading, which starts, 

“For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man.” these verses draw an analogy, suggesting that 

the days of Christ's return will be rather like the days of 

Noah when the flood came.  

 

However, Jesus is not saying that when he returns he will 

send a vast flood upon the earth. What the analogy is meant 

to convey is in each case judgement came in the form of an 

event, which caught, and will catch, the unprepared by 

surprise.  

 

In the story of Noah, there were a large number of sinful 

human beings taken away, swept away by the flood.  
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Genesis chapter 6 verse 5 reads “When the Lord saw how 

wicked everyone on earth was and how evil their thoughts 

were all the time, he was sorry that he had ever made them 

and put them on earth.”  

 

So God caused a flood and swept them away but he was 

pleased with Noah so he instructed him to build an ark on 

which to save himself and those whom God had chosen. 

 

In the same way says Jesus, when he returns, many will be 

taken away in judgement, but some will be left behind, 

thankful that they have survived "the Great and terrible Day 

of the Lord." 

 

And verse 39 reads, “And they knew nothing until the floods 

came and swept them all away.”  

 

This of course raises an interesting question. 'What 

difference would it make to each of us if we did know when 

he was coming, would we behave differently if we knew 

when it was to be'? 

 

I believe that Jesus actually wants us to consider very 

carefully that question of what difference would that make if 

we knew when Christ is to return, because if we knew we 

would probably change our ways. 

 

 

 

Children who are being naughty change when mum or dad 

are heard coming, it’s a natural thing to do, and if we knew  

that Jesus was coming next week we would change the way 

we behave as well. 

 

We all need to reflect on our lives and the way we live. St 

John wrote in his first letter to fellow Christians in chapter 1 

verse 8, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us”.  

 

The first step then to making a difference to our lives is to 

see ourselves as we truly are and then to take steps towards 

repentance.  

 

We need to take time out and reflect truthfully on our lives 

and in doing that we may see parts of our lives that we don’t 

like, and we may feel that these are areas we need to attend 

to, and quickly before time runs out.  

 

Some one wrote a short poem entitled, what happened to  

time. 

 

When as a child I laughed and wept, time crept.  

When as a youth I dreamed and talked, time walked.  

When I became a full grown man, time ran.  

And later as I grew older, time flew.  

Soon I shall find while travelling on, time gone.”   
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Time keeps going and it will seem to get faster, so as St Paul 

wrote, “It is now the moment to wake out of sleep, and to do 

the things you know you have to do.” 

 

But please be assured that it is never too late to repent, and 

turn to God, because our God loves us all dearly and doesn't 

want to lose anyone. 

 

And then in verse 40 and 41 we read, "two will be in the 

field, one will be taken one left behind." “Two women will 

be grinding at the mill, one will be taken, one left behind.”  
 

Those left behind are those who are blessed and who have 

escaped the great judgement just as Noah's family escaped 

the flood.  
 

In verses 42 to 44 Jesus urges us to be on our guard, because 

we don't know when he is coming, and in this instance uses 

the analogy of the house holder who wasn't ready for the 

burglar, later in chapter 25 Jesus uses the parable of the ten 

bridesmaids who weren't ready for the bride.  

 

Jesus puts great emphasis on us being ready for when he 

comes, so there is yet another interesting analogy to make 

between Noah and Jesus' second coming When St Matthew 

wrote in verse 39, “And they knew nothing until the floods 

came and swept them away.” 

 

 

 

Firstly I don't doubt for one moment that other than Noah 

nobody knew that a flood was coming, but they did see 

Noah building an Ark, which must have taken months if not 

years to build, and had they been faithful to God they would 

have got the message and quickly started to build their own. 

 

In the same way today every town and village in this 

country has a church building dedicated to God for 

everyone to see, and those who are faithful to God and who 

attend and listen to the Bible being explained, and who read 

it for themselves at home, will be ready for Jesus' second 

coming.   

 

We do not know the future, nor do we know the day of the 

Lord, but we can, and must, stay faithful to Christ. As St 

Paul wrote to Timothy in his second letter at chapter 4 verse 

7, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith.” 

 

As we sit let us pray 

 

Holy and eternal God, give us such faith in your sure 

purpose, that we may measure our lives not by what we 

have done or failed to do, but by our faithfulness to you. We 

ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 

 

Amen   


