
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE? 

   
A sermon given on Sunday 20th May 2018 at St Michael’s Church, Sandhurst at the Family Service 
 
Reading:   Acts 2:1-42 (abridged) 
 
 

Introduction:  

What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever had to do? 

Or, What’s the hardest thing you will ever have to do? 

In a moment I will give you a couple of minutes to consider your answers. 

Mission Impossible? 

Cue Mission Impossible theme music 

Ask for a volunteer child with adult to carry out a Mission. Envelope contains the following script: 

• Your Mission, should you choose to accept it, is to find out the names and ages of the 
youngest person here today and the oldest person.  

• You may not call out to everyone.   

• You may choose other people to help you in the task.   

• You have 2 minutes to complete the task from when the whistle blows. 

Tell them that they have a minute to decide how to carry out the task before the whistle blows, and 
that they can invite others to help them. 

The rest of you have a minute to consider your answer to one of the questions on the screen. 

After a minute, blow the whistle for the Mission Impossible team to begin their task. 

2 minutes later, blow the whistle. 

Did you manage to complete the task?  Did you get help from any other people? How difficult would 
it have been if you’d been in a church were you didn’t know anyone? 

Ask if anyone would like to share what is the hardest thing they’ve ever done, or will ever have to do.  

I think the hardest thing is following Jesus Christ. 

Main teaching point: a task that might seem impossible for one person to do on their own is made 
possible by a little help. 

The Mission of the Church 

When Jesus ascended to heaven, he left his followers with a mission: 

“Go to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples.” 

All peoples?  Everywhere? 

How were they going to do that?  Their leader, Jesus, had just been crucified by the authorities, and 
now had ascended to heaven.  They were Jews, who believe in only one God.  Everyone else 
believed in lots of different gods.  How would they be able to persuade all these people all over the 
world to become disciples of Jesus? 

How would you have felt if you had been one of Jesus’ disciples? 

Fortunately, Jesus gave them a promise: 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you”. 



Let’s here what happened when the Holy Spirit did come to the disciples of Jesus.  Listen to the 
story and see if you can tell me at the end: 

• What did the disciples hear outside the room? 

• What did they see coming down on their heads? 

• Why were the crowds confused? 

• How many people were baptised that day? 

Reading: Acts 2:1-42 (abridged) (see text below). 

Get answers to the questions 
[A strong wind; flames of fire; they heard the disciples speaking in their own languages; 3,000.] 

So how did the Holy Spirit help the disciples to fulfil the mission that Jesus had given them?  Well, 
3,000 people becoming Christians on the first day is a pretty good start! And these people had come 
from all over the world. The disciples reached people from all over the world without even having to 
leave Jerusalem! 

When we set out to fulfil the mission that God has given to us, God helps us. The Holy Spirit brings 
power. 

You remember that I said I thought the hardest thing is to follow Jesus Christ?  We can’t do it on our 
own.  We need the help and encouragement of other Christians, prayer, the Bible.  But above all we 
need the Holy Spirit – God living inside us to give us power. 

Do you see this phone?  There’s lots of things this phone can do – look up train times, act as a 
satnav, be a calculator, check my Facebook, let me watch films or TV – and, oh yes, I could even 
make a phone call on it! But what happens if the battery runs down?  It won’t be able to do any of 
these things.  It will need charging. 

Being a Christian is like that.  God has designed us to do all kinds of amazing things, like:  

• loving people who you don’t like,  

• forgiving people who hurt you,  

• making sad people happy,  

• helping people who’ve fallen out with each other to be friends again,  

• fighting injustice in the world,  

• stopping poverty,  

• saving the planet.   

But we won’t be able to do any of these things without help – help from other people and help from 
God. 

We have a mission – to follow Jesus and help other people also to become his followers.  If you 
would like the power to carry out this mission, you need the Holy Spirit. So plug yourself in! 



Acts 2:1-42 (abridged)  Good News Translation (GNT) 
 
2 When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. 
2 Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then they saw what looked like tongues of 
fire which spread out and touched each person there. 4 They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

5 There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every country in 
the world. 6 When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, 
because all of them heard the believers talking in their own languages. 7 In amazement and 
wonder they exclaimed, “These people who are talking like this are Galileans! … yet all of us 
hear them speaking in our own languages about the great things that God has done!”  

2 Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this mean?” 

13 But others made fun of the believers, saying, “These people are drunk!” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to 
the crowd:  

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this 
means. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose; it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 
16 Instead, this is what the prophet Joel spoke about: 

17 ‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says: 
    I will pour out my Spirit on everyone. 
Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 
    your young men will see visions, 
    and your old men will have dreams…. 
21 And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’ 
22 “Listen to these words, fellow Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose divine 
authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which God performed 
through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here among you. 23 In accordance 
with his own plan God had already decided that Jesus would be handed over to you; and 
you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him… 32 God has raised this very Jesus from 
death, and we are all witnesses to this fact. 33 He has been raised to the right side of God, his 
Father, and has received from him the Holy Spirit, as he had promised. What you now see 
and hear is his gift that he has poured out on us…” 

37 When the people heard this, they were deeply troubled and said to Peter and the other 
apostles,  

“What shall we do, brothers?” 

38 Peter said to them, “Each one of you must turn away from your sins and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God's gift, the 
Holy Spirit. 39 For God's promise was made to you and your children, and to all who are far 
away—all whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 

40 Peter made his appeal to them and with many other words he urged them, saying,  

“Save yourselves from the punishment coming on this wicked people!”  

41 Many of them believed his message and were baptized, and about three thousand people 
were added to the group that day. 42 They spent their time in learning from the apostles, 
taking part in the fellowship, and sharing in the fellowship meals and the prayers. 
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