
 1 

 Naming of Jesus  by Rev Jane Kraft St Michael’s  27th Dec 2020 
 

 Some years ago, my husband and I went to Elate a few weeks before Christmas. The hotel 
we were staying in was full of Jewish people all come to celebrate Chanukah. One day we 
were passing through reception on the way to our room and we noticed the dining room 
being set up for a lunch time function, blue and white balloons and smart snow-white 
tablecloths and napkins.  There was a throne in the middle of the room on which was a 
large white cushion. I thought that maybe it was a bar mitzvah party and that the guests 
were all in synagogue and would be coming later for the celebration lunch.  
 
On our way back down to the terrace some half an hour later the people were arriving, so 
I enquired of the Restaurant manager what was happening. His English was very poor but 
eventually I managed to understand the words cut and Rabbi and worked out that it was 
not a bar mitzvah but a circumcision ceremony, the baby in the pram was 8 days old and in 
accordance with the Jewish law the Rabbi was coming to circumcise him (in the hotel 
restaurant).  
 
From the time of Abraham all male Jews were circumcised as a sign of their covenant 
relationship with God. 
 
Jesus was circumcised on the 8th day in accordance with that same law and he was named 
Jesus the name given him by the angel at the annunciation to Mary before he was 
conceived. In Hebrew the name means to save or to deliver.  
 
In the Bible names are very important, particularly in the Old Testament. Names were 
much more than a means of identification, they believed that there was a vital connection 
between a name and the nature of the person it belonged to, and the reality it signified.  
Choosing the name for a baby would reflect the circumstances of the child’s birth the 
parent’s own feelings and their hopes and prayers for the child.  
 
The changing of a name was also of great importance. For example, Abram’s name was 
changed to Abraham when God promised he would be the Father of many Nations. God 
gave Jacob the new name of Israel which means God strives, because he struggled with 
God and men and prevailed. The giving of a new name often signified a crucial turning 
point in the persons life.  In the New Testament when Simon meets Jesus. Jesus, 
recognising his potential says, “You are Simon you are to be called Peter”.  
 
You will remember also, after Saul’s conversion, he was renamed Paul, a Greek name, 
appropriate for someone who was destined to become the great Apostle to the Gentiles. 
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As we draw to the close of 2020 and a New Year begins, the naming of Jesus is a 
reminder of the special relationship with God which we as Christians have by virtue of our 
baptism. We are sealed with the sign of the cross to show that we have passed from 
darkness into light; we are washed with water the symbol of life and cleansing; we are 
called by name, a sign that we are each unique and precious in God’s sight. Let me remind 
you of something St. Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you 
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So 
you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God” 
 
Those of you who are familiar with the traditions of the Methodist Church will know that 
they have a covenant service on the first Sunday of each New Year in which the whole 
worshiping community dedicates itself afresh to God with the words “I am no longer my 
own, but yours. Put me to what you will… I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to 
your pleasure and disposal” 

St Paul in his letter to the Philippians said this: 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death even death on a cross.   

Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name   that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth” (Philippians 2 v 5-11) 

Today, as this exceedingly difficult year draws to its close and we look forward in hope to 
a better 2021, we offer all that we are to God, that he may make us all that he wants us to 
be.  

 

 
 
 


