
  

 

There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Personally, I view most change with some scepticism. I spent my working life 
in education and have, over the years, been part of many reforms and 
‘advances’. I have been known on more than one occasion to say to younger 
colleagues, ‘We’ve done this before and it didn’t work then!’ 

As I get older, change often involves me in looking on in a bemused way at a 
younger generation; I remember the first time I saw an older student use her 
mobile phone as a mirror to check her hair. To me, change is not a straight 
trajectory, but a cyclic process in which ideas are revisited and re-tried and 
may be successful in a different time, context and place. Change and progress 
are also not necessarily the same thing. 

There seems to always be a guarantee in life that change will happen. Change 
can be something we fear. The good news is that God has a plan for your life, 
and, if we trust in God and allow the change to grow us to become more like 
Jesus Christ in how we respond and act, then we are promised that all things 
will work together for good for those who love Him and keep His 
commandments! 

Sue Campbell  

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being  

baptised here this month. 

St Michael’s News January 2017 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10.00 am–2.00 pm; Thursday 
9.45 am–1.45 pm.  Open for counselling: Wednesday 9.45 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

Church Prayer meeting 
Please come and join us to pray for our church. The next meetings will be on 

31 January, 7.30 pm at 34 Albion Road. Linda Lemon is host. Everyone is 

most welcome. If you need a lift please contact me on 01252 872161. 

Karen Symons 

Open Morning at St Michael’s School 
Do you have a child who will be starting school in September 2017, or later? 

Then you and your offspring are warmly invited to our Open Morning on 

Friday 6th January at 9.00 am for a 9.15 start. A chance to meet staff and 

pupils, have a look round the school and particularly to see our 

‘Outstanding’ (Ofsted 2015) Reception Class, and ask questions. The session 

will finish at about 10.30 am. We do hope to see you. 

PS. You can read more about our school at www.st-michaels-school.org.  

Make a Date with Marriage Week!! 
This year Marriage Week (7th – 14th Feb) is encouraging couples 

everywhere to ‘make a date’ – to set aside one evening (or day!) to spend 

some fun time with their husband/wife/partner. There are lots of fun ideas 

at http://marriage-week.org.uk/! 

But for many couples one of the biggest barriers is the cost/availability of 

baby sitters. So this year the church is organising a list of babysitters to make 

life easier for that special date! If you are willing to babysit for someone 

(free!) for one evening in that week please email Karen Allen and she will 

add you to the list! 

Equally, if you need a babysitter that week, let Karen know and she’ll send 

you a list of the people who might fit your needs! As a church let’s do our 

bit to encourage all the couples in our community to celebrate their love and 

commitment to each other! 

Happy Christmas, Dave 

On the social side 
Lots to cover this month, starting with congratulations to the Cecilia Singers 

on a superb ‘Mince Pies and Carols’ evening before Christmas. Well over a 

hundred fans listened to a mixture of carols old and new, beautifully sung, 

and then joined in to sing such old favourites as ‘Hark the Herald Angels 
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Sing’ rather less beautifully! A memorable evening with a real bonus, with 

Gift Aid included, over £500 was raised for the Children`s Society. So thank 

you to the Cecilia Singers – we`re looking forward to your next concert. 

Next, two important changes of date. The Quiz Evening has been brought 

forward a week and will now be held on Saturday 4th March. Full details 

next month, but our quizmaster will, once again, be Michael Blackman so you 

can look forward to some real head-scratching questions! 

Our next Parish Lunch will be at the Bird in Hand on Sunday 15th January at 

12.30, one week earlier than the provisional date given previously. As usual, a 

choice of a roast dinner or other items from the menu. I have sent information 

by e-mail to those on the list given to me by Jan King but one or two have 

bounced back so, if you have not received an e-mail about the lunch or would 

like to be added to the list, please will you confirm your e-mail address to me. 

And, of course, if you want to come along please will you let me know by 8th 

January. 

Now for events coming up in support of the WinSpire Appeal. On February 

4th we will be holding a (nearly) Valentine`s Dance in the Pastoral Centre. 

Music by the Newtones – who have played for us before – will guarantee the 

evening goes with a swing! Just 80 tickets will be available at £15 each, which 

will also cover light refreshments, including a glass of fizz – other drinks will 

be available by donation. Apart from the dancing, there will be the usual 

raffle and, less usually, a silent auction so please do come prepared. The event 

will run from 7.30 pm and tickets will be available through the office or from 

Abby Coleman and Nicki Ray. Look out for posters with more details. 

On March 25th, the WinSpire team will be arranging a musical evening in 

church with a varied programme of music and musicians playing on behalf of 

the WinSpire Appeal. Also in March, and following on from the very 

successful recent Children`s Workshop, we are planning a Spring Children`s 

Workshop with cooking, crafting and singing. Finally, look out for the 

Smarties Challenge before Easter. More details about all of these next month. 

As ever, if you have any ideas for social events do please get in touch with 

me, Chris Harris. 



4  

 

is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month, from 9.30 to 11.15 am, in the 

Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, craft 

activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an opportunity 

for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Sunday mornings. On the 1st , 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month, 

activities for children aged 3–10 take place during the 9.30 Parish 

Communion Service. Please register your children at 9.20  am in the 

Pastoral Centre. On the 2nd and 4th Sundays drinks and toast are 

available from 9.15 in the church, and children and young people are then 

taken by leaders at 9.45 to the Pastoral Centre for age-related activities. 

Please let a leader know that your child will be joining them. The children 

join the adults in church for the end of the church service. 

Children under three. If you would like us to look after your child 

under three-years old during the Parish Communion, or if you need a play-

bag for a child remaining in the service, please ask one of the welcome team. 
Collect your children after the service or in time to share Holy 

Communion as a family. If you can help with the crèche rota, please contact 

Caroline Bowles on 07995 65850. You will need to complete DBS forms, which 

are available from the office.  

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 

with small children and not worry how they will behave! Refreshments 

are served in the church from 11.00 am, worship 

begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come 

and meet other families and make friends. We need 

help with refreshments and welcoming, so please 

email Kirsty Dunlop at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if 

you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 

Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  

10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact our youth worker, Esther Bonsu, 

esther@sandhurstyouth.org.uk for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Yemen! 

The civil war in Yemen is today’s forgotten conflict, overshadowed by horrific 

events in Aleppo, Syria, and elsewhere. According to the monitoring group 

ACAPS (Assessment Capacities Project) the world’s worst humanitarian crisis 

today is in Yemen. Tearfund says that around three-quarters of the Yemeni 

population (18 million people) need humanitarian assistance. Save the 

Children says that one third of children under the age of five are 

malnourished. Even water is in short supply. 

Why? Like many middle-eastern quarrels, the war has conflict between Sunni 

and Shia, the principal Muslim sects, as an important element. At its base is 

rivalry between Houthi tribesmen (Shia) and the Yemeni government (Sunni). 

The conflict began in 2014 with the Houthi 

gaining control of Sana’a, the capital, and 

confining the president to his residence. 

The war has been exacerbated by support 

of foreign powers – the government by 

Saudi Arabia and allies, and the Houthis 

by Iran. 

Tearfund launched an immediate response 

that is part of the Disaster Emergency 

Committee (DEC) appeal. The DEC brings 

together 13 leading UK aid agencies to 

raise money at times of humanitarian crisis in poorer countries. They have 

distributed food and hygiene kits to reduce the risk of deadly disease and 

prevent its spread, and plan to bring medicines and water. For a true picture,  

see the DEC Yemen Crisis Appeal video.  In their recent newspaper 

advertisement DEC said that demand is overwhelming and the country is 

collapsing … more than seven million people don’t know where their next 

meal is coming from. 

Tearfund recalls the experience of one woman:  ‘I ran out of the house with 

nothing in my hands except my children. I could not take any clothes or 

possessions as there was no place in the truck.’ She had nothing to protect her 

children from the sun and says that they were in great danger because air 

strikes target any moving vehicle. 

If you would like to contribute directly to Tearfund, which is a charity that St 

Michael’s supports, please click on give now. The need is very great. 
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 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Coffee Rota 
  1st  January Ann Clough Peter Clough 

  8th  January Jennie Piggin  Ann Weston 

15th  January Stephanie Martin  Di Pullar 

22nd January Betty Wilson  Jenny Hulbert 

29th  January George Castle  

House Groups meet each week at these houses. 

Monday   8.00 pm 11 Sylvan Ridge (Rupert & Sheridan) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 28 Wiltshire Avenue, Crowthorne (Elizabeth Ritchie) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 2 School Hill (John & Sue Campbell) 

Tuesday   7.45 pm 34 Albion Road (Linda Lemmon) 

Tuesday   7.30 pm 25 Templar Close (John & Stephanie Martin) 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays   1.00 pm 138College Road (Sara Kaufman & Karen Carter 

If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) for more details. 

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. Deadline for the February 

edition is 20th January. You will normally be able to view or download a 

colour copy of the newsletter on the website a few days before it is distributed 

in church. If you would like to receive that version of the newsletter as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

100 Club Draw November 2016 
1st Prize:  Mrs George Castle  No 9 £20 

2nd Prize:  Mrs Doreen Hallett  No 2 £10 

£36 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sun 15th Jan 
12.30 pm Bird in Hand Parish lunch  

Sat 4th Feb 
7.30 pm Pastoral Centre Valentine’s Dance 

Abby 
Coleman 
Nicki Ray 

Sat 4th March Pastoral Centre Quiz Evening  

Sunday 1st January – Naming of Christ – Theme: The naming of Jesus 

Numbers 6:22–27 (p141); Galatians 4:4–7 (p1170); Luke 2:15–21 (p1028) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion and Baptism 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

J ANUARY  CHU RC H  SERV I C ES  
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Sunday 8th January – 1st Sunday after Epiphany –  

Theme: The Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 42:1–9 (p727); MaShew 3:13–17 (p967) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 15th January – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany –  

Theme: Come and see 

Isaiah 49:1–7 (p735); John 1:29–42 (p1064) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service and Baptism 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at the Methodist Church 

Sunday 22nd January – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany –  

Theme: On a Mission 

Isaiah 9:1–4 (p693); MaShew 4:12–23 (p968) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion and Baptism 

11.30 am Baptism 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong 

 Ecclesiastes 3:1–11 (p670); 1 Peter 1:3–23 (p1217) 

29th January – The Presentation of Christ – Theme: A light to the nations 

Malachi 3:1–5 (p961) Hebrews 2:14–18 (p1202); Luke2:22–40 (p1028) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service 
  6.30 pm Said Evening Prayer 

 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 


