
  

More than a can of beans? 

It’s that time of year again, where we bring food to church as a token of our 

appreciation of all the material blessings that God has given us, and as a 

practical response to the very real material needs of people who don’t share 

our prosperity. 

The two are intimately connected: what we give from our own abundance 

testifies to the extent of our gratitude to God. Many people in our country are 

willing to make a donation for a disaster or a ‘good cause’. But Christians see 

regular, generous giving as a normal part of life. Supporting a charity like 

TearFund (for example) by a monthly or quarterly standing order should be 

as normal as paying our energy bills by direct debit. 

So, if you are not already committed to regular, generous giving, would you 

take this opportunity to fill in a form and show that Harvest Thanksgiving 

means more than a can of beans? 

John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being 

Baptised here this month. 

St Michael’s News October 2017 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10.00 am–2.00 pm; Thursday 
9.45 am–1.45 pm.  Open for counselling: Wednesday 9.45 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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Christian Aid Week 2017 in Sandhurst and Yateley 
All the monies are now in and verified. The big change to previous years was 

the decline in the house-to-house collections. Whilst there were fewer 

collectors, more people seemed out when we called and, if they were in, had 

little cash. Christian Aid nationally are looking at these issues. 

For churches that organised a collection in their congregation all went well 

and in some cases more money was raised. The two fundraising events were 

a great success. The Womenʹs World Day of Prayer lunch at St Swithunʹs 

Yateley changed the day it was to be held and this worked well. The 

Sandhurst Churches Together quiz was held again at St George’s Owlsmoor 

and the fun evening raised more than last year. And, on a final note, the 

amount of money that was ‘Gift Aided’ increased substantially, bringing the 

total amount raised to £1591. 

So, many thanks to all those who put in the hard work. The monies raised are 

already being put to good use to help the poorest in the world, regardless of 

their race, gender or faith. 

Find out more  

If your Church or a Church group wants to find out more about Christian Aid 

and possibly have a Christian Aid speaker, this can be arranged. Please 

contact Wilf Hardy (wjhscot@aol.com  07823 406908). 

Churchyard Working Party 
We are looking for volunteers to help on a churchyard working party to be 
held on Saturday morning October 14th from 9.30am. We could do with as 
many helpers as possible, as this will be our last opportunity to get the 
churchyard into good order before the winter. We will be cutting hedges, 
strimming grass surrounds, removing green waste and working on the paths, 
depending on numbers coming. If you are able to help, please ring me on 
01344 775881 or email: hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk. Families are welcome. 
Activities and refreshments will be on offer. 
Peter Hulbert 

Church Prayer meetings: 
The church prayer meetings have been suspended for the next couple of 

months, as the build up to Christmas does make it very difficult for everyone 

to fit in extra meetings. We will start up again next January. 

(Continued on page 5) 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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If you would like to attend this day conference, on Saturday 11th November, 

please contact Angela Harper, St Michael’s Familyworker, to book your place. 

Transport can be arranged. Please contact Angela on 07456 190201 or at 

familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in the 

Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, craft 

activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an opportunity 

for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-

term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 

children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 

Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 

when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the service. 

The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last part of the 

service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but arrangements 

can be made at short notice to care for children under three years. Please 

ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 

church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 

invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 

Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders bring 

the children into the church for the last part of the service. For young 

children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to enjoy – 

please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 

with small children and not worry how they will 

behave! Refreshments are served in the church from 

11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 

45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make 

friends. We need help with refreshments and 

welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 

kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  

10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact Liz Percival at 

dave.percival@btinternet.com for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  



5 

Please can I ask you to continue to pray for our church, for the outreach that 

we do, for the courses that we run, for the meetings that we hold and for all 

our family members, including the clergy and church wardens. Please pray 

that during this pause we will listen to God and formulate ideas and plans for 

how we can grow as a mission-shaped church and what we can put into 

action next year. 

If you would like specific prayers for an event or meeting or something that is 

happening in the church, please feel free to put your requests on the St 

Michael’s prayer group on Facebook, or for those not on Facebook, please do 

contact me if you would like an entry posted. 

Thank you everyone for your prayers. 

God Bless, Karen Symons (01252 872161) 

Exploring the Seventeenth Century 
The weekend of the 10th and 11th September 
saw approximately 50 people come through 
the church for the Heritage Open Days. In 
addition, on Monday, the children from Little 
Sandhurst Nursery came. Those who came on 
Saturday and Sunday had the chance to 
experience the smells of the 17th century 
kitchen spices, to see a demonstration of the 
bells and go up the bell tower as well as to 
look at various displays in different areas of 
the church. 17th-century-inspired crafts were 
available and enjoyed by both the old and 
young alike. 
Emma Hodge and Catherine Wilkins 

Traidcraft Christmas Brochure has just been issued, so please come 
and visit the stall at coffee on Sunday. The full range of Traidcraft products 
are always available as well as the delightful gifts. 

Fighting poverty all over the world 
At Harvest time, we think especially about those in our own community and 

in other parts of the world who do not have the security of food, shelter and 

medical care that we take for granted. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 7) 

As part of the Heritage 
weekend, bell-ringing 
demonstrations were given.  
Here, a young lad is being 
‘shown the ropes’. 
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Crowthorne Food Bank 

The Crowthorne food bank was set up in 2012 when the Vineyard Church 

recognised a need in the areas of Crowthorne and Sandhurst. Prior to that 

clients had to travel to Bracknell. The food bank is part of the Trussel 

Trust network. Food banks work by: 

• Providing emergency food to people in crisis 

Every day people in the UK go hungry for reasons ranging from 

redundancy to receiving an unexpected bill on a low income. A 

simple box of food makes a big difference, with food banks helping 

prevent crime, housing loss, family breakdown and mental health 

problems. 

• Food is donated 

Schools, churches, businesses and individuals donate non-perishable, 

in-date food to a food bank. Large collections often take place as part 

of Harvest Festival celebrations and food is also collected at 

supermarkets. 

• Food is sorted and stored 

Volunteers sort food to check that it’s in date and pack it into boxes 

ready to be given to people in need. Over 40,000 people give up their 

time to volunteer at food banks. 

• Professionals identify people in need 

Food banks partner with a wide range of care professionals such as 

doctors, health visitors, social workers, family workers and police to 

identify people in crisis and issue them with a food bank voucher. 

• Clients receive food 

Food bank clients bring their voucher to a food bank centre where it 

can be redeemed for three days’ emergency food. Volunteers meet 

clients over a warm drink or free hot meal and are able to signpost 

people to agencies able to solve the longer-term problem. 

Crowthorne Food bank 
In this affluent area you may wonder if there is such a need for food banks 

but the answer is a resounding yes, as the statistics show oppoite: 

Crowthorne provides not only emergency food but necessary supplies to 

keep the clients clean and healthy, so that they can present themselves for 

job interviews and look after the children in a clean environment. When 

you have very little money buying toiletries, baby-care items and cleaning 

products is just as difficult as buying food and is still as much a necessity. 
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In addition to supporting the Crowthorne Foodbank, please also think about 
what you can give to help those supported by other St Michael’s charities. In 
November we will major on Barnabas Fund, but for this month here’s a 
reminder of a charity that we heard about in church recently. 

Compassion: sponsoring children 

On 24th September we heard a presentation from Steve Dossett, a member of 

our congregation who had taken his family to Tanzania to visit the child they 

sponsored. For £25 a month you could transform a child’s life. To find out 

how to do this, go to www.compassionuk.org/sponsorship/. 

On the Social Side 
The Indoor Bowling Evening will be held in the Pastoral Centre on Saturday 

21st October, starting at 7.30 pm. This will be a byo drinks and nibbles 

(‘Fighting poverty’ Continued from page 5) 

St Michael’s Church has helped to support the food bank since 2012. For a 

short time we took our donations to Bracknell and then, once it was 

opened, we donated to Crowthorne, both food donations and money. 

The Bible instructs us to give: 

Deuteronomy 16:17 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD 

your God which He has given you. 

Deuteronomy 15:10 

Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then 

because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in 

everything you put your hand to. 

Giving to the food banks is a wonderful way to help those in need in our 

community, if we tried to do it on our own donations would be welcomed 

but as a church we can make a real difference and provide vital support. 

Unfortunately, there is a continuing need for Food banks so thank you all 

for your kind donations and ongoing help to this worthy local charity. 

Overall use since Food bank opened  
in December 2012 to Feb 2017 

Adults 2574 

Children 1951 

Total people fed 4525 

Total meals 40,725 
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evening. Tickets at £5 (no reductions) will be available from Karen Allen. 

Our next Parish Lunch will be on Sunday 5th November at 12.30. The venue 

will again be the Bird in Hand as two other suggested venues proved 

unsuitable, one of them because it doesn’t open for Sunday lunch! I have 

provisionally booked 24 places, so if you want to join us, please let me know 

asap on 01252 871881. 

Looking further ahead, we will be holding our Advent Fair on December 9th 
and 10th in conjunction with the Tree Festival. More information will be 
available in November. In the New Year we shall be having a Burns Supper. 

Christmas Flowers for the Home Workshop. 
On Saturday 16th December in the Pastoral Centre from 9.30 to 3.30, we are 

holding a day workshop with an external tutor who will help us produce 

three Christmas flower arrangements. No previous experience is necessary as 

our tutor, Anne, will demonstrate each design for us to follow. 

There are still a few places left and the cost for the day is £25.00. This covers 

room hire, tutor’s fees and all containers. You will need to bring any flowers 

and decorations as specified. 

If you would like to book a place, which will be allocated on a first come first 

served basis, or find out more about the day, please ring Jennie Hulbert on 

01344 775881 or email hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk . 

Messy Church Light Party,  
Thursday 26th October  

This will be a half-term all-age activity for half-

term, in the Pastoral Centre from 9.30 am to 12.00 

noon – craft, fun, story, food. For more details, or 

to offer to help, contact our Family Worker, 

Angela Harper, familyworker@stmichaels-

sandhurst.org.uk . 

Open day at St Michael’s School 
Do you have a child who will be starting school in 2018 or later? The school 

will be holding an Open Morning on Wednesday 1st November at 9.15 am. 

This will give you an opportunity to look round the school and ask questions 

of pupils, staff and governors. No need to tell us you are coming, just turn 

up! You will be made very welcome. 
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Coffee Rota 

  1 Oct Hilary Smith Wendy Grafton 

  8 Oct Marion Blackmore Ann Weston 

15 Oct Ann Harris Chris Harris 

22 Oct Anne Clough Peter Clough 

29 Oct Jennie Piggin Di Pullar 

House Groups meet each week at these houses:

 
If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the 

November edition is 23rd October.  

Plea from editor. Please send contributions by the deadline. This will mean 

that he need only lay out the newsletter once! 

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website a few days before it is distributed in church. If you 

would like to receive that version of the newsletter as an email attachment 

please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 7.45 pm Linda Lemmon 
34 Albion Road 
01252 874525 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Welcome Evening  
If you’re fairly new to St Michael’s there is an evening just for you, where you 

can meet others and find out more about what goes on, who calls the shots 

and how you can get involved. Wednesday 25th October, 8.00 pm in the 

upper room, the Pastoral Centre. 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 21st Oct 
7.30 pm 

Pastoral Centre 

Indoor bowling 
evening (in aid 
of Sandhurst 
counselling 
service) 

Karen Allen 

Sun 5th Nov 
12.30 pm 

Bird in Hand Parish lunch 
Chris Harris 

01252 871881 

Pastoral Centre  

Advent Fair  

Tree Festival  

Sat 9th Dec & 
Sun 10th Dec  

Sat 14th Oct 
7.30pm 

Sandhurst 
Community Hall  

The mayor’s 
Quiz 

Tickets are 
available from the 
church office. 
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OCTOBER CHURCH SERVICES 
Charity: Foodbank 

Sunday 1st October – 16th after Trinity (Harvest) – Theme: Harvest 

thanksgiving 

1 Kings 17:8–16 (p358); John 6:1–14 (p1069) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.00 am Joint Parish Communion and Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 8th October – 17th after Trinity – Theme: Knowing Christ 

Philippians 3: 4b–14 (p1180); Psalm 116 (p615);  

MaOhew 21: 33–46 (p990) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Evelyn Williams and Edward ClueO 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at St George’s 

Sunday 15th October – 18th after Trinity – Theme: A Christian  

attitude to life 

Philippians 4: 1–9 (p1180); MaOhew 22: 1–4 (p990) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm No service 

Saturday 21st October – Wedding 

  2.00 pm Robin Wickens and Emma Wright 

Sunday 22nd October – 19th after Trinity – Theme: For richer, 

for poorer 

Philippians 4:10–23 (p1181); MaOhew 22: 15–22 (p990 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community feel) 

11.30 am Baptism of Darcey Kleiren and Cody Shearman 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 29th October – 20th after Trinity – Theme: Loving your neighbour 

Leviticus 19:1–2,15–18 (p121,122); MaOhew 22: 34–46 (p991) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am No service 

  6.30 pm Memorial Service – Guest Preacher: Rev. Jen Sistig (Chaplain at 

Frimley Park Hospital) 
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

St Michael & All Angels, Sandhurst 

Christmas Tree Festival 

December 2017  

St Michael & All Angels Church is holding a 
Community Christmas Tree Festival 

Saturday 9th December 

Sunday 10th December 

Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th December  

It is hoped that monies will be raised during the 
Festival through the sale of programmes and visitor 
donations for the WinSpire Project. Funds are being 
raised to repair the beautiful Stained Glass Windows 

and the Church Spire. 

The Christmas Fair will be held in the Pastoral 
Centre during the weekend 

with a variety of stalls and refreshments. 
For further details including opening times please see the November  

newsletter or phone 07867 533804 


