
  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

For me, Advent starts with this hymn, which depicts the human longing to be 

near to God and in a close relationship with him. Originally, in the 8th 

century, it consisted of a series of seven verses, one used by the monks each 

day in the week before Christmas for Vespers. In Latin, each verse uses a 

different name for God in the book of Isaiah: Sapientia; Adonai; Radix Jesse; 

Clavis David; Oriens; Rex Gentium; Emmanuel. 

There’s one more surprise: the first letters of those prophetic names in Latin 

make an acronym: SARCORE. If you read SARCORE backwards, you get ero 

cras. And that, in Latin, means ‘Tomorrow I come’ or ‘Tomorrow I shall be’. 

This links our longing with that of those ancient monks through the inspired 

reworking of the Anglican cleric John Mason Neale, who rediscovered the 

words and rewrote them as a hymn. The hymn encourages us to ‘Rejoice’ in 

the anticipation of Christ’s arrival and focus on re-establishing our intimacy 

with Him though worship and prayer during this season. 

Merry Christmas!  Sue Campbell 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for Nora Bennett, whose 

funeral took place in November. 
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OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
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Showing God’s love in the world. 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

The Winspire Report 
It has been just over a year since Winspire was launched, at the 

Heritage Open Day in 2016. Currently, we have raised a total of 

£53,738.18p through fundraising activities and donations. We 

have applied for a faculty for the work on the West window and 

are awaiting the completion of a conservation report on all the 

windows in St Michael’s to support the faculty application. The conservation 

report is the final piece we need to complete three further grant applications. 

The heritage lottery application for £50,000 towards the cost of the spire work 

has had its first reading and we are working on various elements so it can 

progress. 

Meanwhile, there are several fundraising events planned for next year, 

including a flower-arranging demonstration, a Burns Night Supper and a 

Barn Dance. Watch this space! 

In October, the PCC approved the formation of a Winspire Working Group to 

help move forward the repair of the windows and spire of St Michael’s. We 

have enough money to start on some of the work and the working group are 

tasked with implementing the practical aspects of the project. Rob Brown has 

kindly agreed to head up this group, but ‘many hands make light work’ and 

we need people to help us. Experience in building or project management 

would be useful, but not essential. Just a willingness to lend a hand in the 

organising of this major project to make St Michael’s ready for its 800th 

anniversary in 2020 is needed. Please talk to Rob Brown, Sue Campbell or 

John Castle. 

Finally, my thanks to all those people who have contributed in so many ways 

and for the excellent progress that we have made so far. I look forward to 

your further support in future. 

Sue Campbell, Churchwarden. 

HELP with Sung Evensong 
Last month I asked, successfully, for volunteers to help ‘meet and greet’ for 

the 11.30 pm (Midnight) Service on Christmas Eve. Hopefully, this month I 

can have equal success with an appeal for one person to help with Sung 

Evensong. It would involve about five duties a year, so not too onerous! If 

you would like to help please have a word with one of the churchwardens, or 

with me. Chris Harris,  
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Treasurer’s report for the nine months Jan to Sept 2017 

Each quarter of the year I will give a brief update of the church’s general fund. 

The general fund is the key fund for the church’s activities. All our donations 

and gifts go to this fund unless the donor very specifically asks for them to go 

to a restricted fund, such as WinSpire, Youth Worker, Family Worker, etc. All 

the running expenses of the church are paid from the general fund. 

For the nine months January to September 2017, the actual results of the 

general fund are as below with a comparison to the same nine months last 

year. Our budget for 2017 is to break even, to have our income equal expenses. 

 
As can be seen, total income is slightly up this year – we are more up to date 
with tax recovered – excluding that it’s down four per cent, but expenses are 
almost the same. So, overall, that means our loss on the general fund has 
decreased compared to last year. But it is a concern that in the first nine 
months we are so far behind. That said, people have been very generous in 
giving money to a number of restricted funds, but please don’t forget the 
general fund!  Jon Toohey 

Christmas Tree Festival posters. Would you be able to distribute 
these among friends and neighbours or display them in car windows. They 
are available at the back of the church or from the church office. 
Thank you, Nicki Ray 

Do you enjoy taking care of fabrics? 
We are looking for a team of people to take care of the textiles in our church, 

as a small way of serving Christ. The duties are varied and include: 

• Washing and ironing the white cloths used at Eucharist services – two 

each Sunday. At Easter and Christmas there are extra services and in 

addition there are a couple of mid-week services during the year. It 

would be good to have a couple of people for this. 
(Continued on page 5) 

  Actual Jan–Sept 2017 Actual Jan–Sept 2016 

Giving (and tax recovered) 59168 58054 

Other income 45757 43932 

Income 104925 101986 

Expenses -108140 -107428 

Charitable giving planned -3579 -4484 

Expenses -111719 -111912 

Net income / loss -6794 -9926 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 

the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 

craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 

opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 

welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-

term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 

children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 

Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 

service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 

part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 

arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 

years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 

church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 

invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 

Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 

bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 

young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 

enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place 

you really can come to with small children and not 

worry how they will behave! Refreshments are 

served in the church from 11.00 am; worship begins at 

11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and meet 

other families and make friends. We need help with 

refreshments and welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at kirsty@tcb-

arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  

10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact Liz Percival at 

dave.percival@btinternet.com for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  



5 

• Changing the cloths that hang in front of the altars, pulpit and  

lectern according to which colour is appropriate for that season. This 

really needs two or three people. 

• Ensuring that the white altar tablecloths are clean, washing and  

ironing them as necessary. There are enough tablecloths to have one on, 

one in the wash, and one ready to go on. 

• Checking the burses and veils, chasubles, stoles and copes for stains. This 

needs to be done once or twice a year. They would need to be cleaned 

and repaired as necessary. 

• Changing the wall banner and taking care of them. 

• Ensuring the ‘dust covers’ are on the altar after the last service  

on a Sunday morning (family service, baptisms or 9:30 service). This is  

something that you can do or delegate to others. 

• Checking the kneelers for signs of damage. We already have someone  

who will repair them. This only needs to be done once or twice a term. 

How the work is divided up will be up to the team.  

For all these tasks there are people within the church who have done them in 

the past and can provide advice, guidance and support as required. 

If you are interested, please speak to Emma Hodge. 

St Mary’s site update meeting – Sunday 7th January after 

9.30 service 

In the Annual Review and at the APCM we reported on the PCC’s resolution 

calling for the St Mary’s Working Group to develop plans and proposals that 

will result in the creation of the St Mary’s Mission Fund, with sufficient 

available financial support for the Family Worker for an initial two-year 

period, and, as far as possible, indefinitely beyond that. An action plan was 

laid out. An update on where we’ve reached will be given on 7th January in 

the Pastoral Centre during coffee after the 9.30 service. Important steps are 

planned for January and it would be helpful if as many people as possible 

could attend.  John Martin 

On the social side 
First in the calendar is our Christmas Tree Festival and Advent Fair, running 

from December 9th to 12th. There will be lots of decorated trees in church and 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Children’s Society 

Janet Rogers, Volunteer Speaker and 

Ambassador for The Children’s Society, 

writes about St Michael’s Christmas charity. 

The Children’s Society is a national charity that runs local services that 

help thousands of children and young people who desperately need our 

support. We also campaign to make sure laws are changed to make 

children’s lives better. 

For many children the only 

promise of Christmas is that 

the bad things in their lives 

will feel much worse. But by 

showing young people that 

they have hope and aren’t 

alone, we can make this a 

Christmas full of promise for 

vulnerable children across the 

country. 

The Children’s Society is the 

charity that St Michael’s 

regularly supports over 

Christmas. The collections 

raised at the Christingle and 

the carol service are given 

annually to The Children’s 

Society. In addition, proceeds 

from the choir’s carol singing 

events are donated to The 

Children’s Society. 

At The Children’s Society, we make it our mission to bring hope to 

children and young people during life’s most desperate moments, helping 

them to build a better future. We work with some of the most vulnerable 

children and young people in this country who are facing terrible 

hardship, abuse and neglect. 

Right now in England 

3.7 million children are living  
in poverty. 

16,500 children are at high risk  
of sexual exploitation. 

1 in 10 children have a mental 
health problem. 

1 child in 20 has been  
sexually abused. 

160,000 children are acting as 
young carers – some are as  
young as five-years old. 

100,000 children run away  
from home or care each year –  
that’s one every five minutes. 

70% of children who are  
sexually exploited go missing  
from home or care. 

No child 
should feel 

alone 
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the Fair will have a great selection of stalls to tempt you on the 9th and 10th, 

with jams and chutneys, beautiful craft items, including knitted goods, hand-

stitched and felt items, tree decorations and jewellery, plus a tombola. There 

will also be Fairtrade and WinSpire stalls, stamps and cards, and a flower 

demonstration and workshop run by Jennie Hulbert and Gill Robertson. 

There will also be a selection of items on sale on the 11th and 12th – full 

details are on the posters. We do hope you will be able to come along. We 

would welcome donations of cakes for the Fair and will need help with 

stewarding in church during the Tree Festival. Please speak to Ann about the 

former, and to Nicky Ray or me about the latter. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Although the issues these children face are varied, the root problem is 

often the same – their needs are being ignored and their voices are going 

unheard. That’s why we make sure the children and young people we 

work with are valued and supported for as long as they need us. Our 

highly trained project workers listen to children, respond to their needs 

and provide one-to-one support and group sessions to help young people 

rebuild their lives and enjoy better futures. 

For many children having one of our project workers to talk to is the first 

time their voice has ever really been heard. Taking the time to listen to 

what children and young people say is what drives us to keep tackling the 

issues which prevent them from fulfilling their potential. 

During 2016/17: 

• We reached 20,129 children and young people through our services. 

• 73 per cent of young people we worked with experienced positive 

changes across key areas of their lives, including safety, relationship 

and mental health. 

• We helped bring about 27 national and regional policy 

changes. 

• Over 7,400 churches supported our work. 

To contribute to the work of The Children’s Society, please 

visit http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ or attend one of 

the events – particularly the Chirstingle Service on Sunday 17th December 

(which is  suitable for families with young children) or to join the choir 

carol singing around the streets on 19th December. 
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Our Burns Night Supper on January 27th will be similar to the one held in 

2016, and will include a three-course meal and dancing. Tickets will be on 

sale shortly through the social committee and the church office. Cost is £14 for  

adults, £7 for children, family ticket at £35 (max. 2A + 3C). Again we are 

asking for donations – this time we would like a bottle of whisky or two! So, if 

you have one hidden at the back of the cupboard… 

Our annual Quiz Night will be held on Saturday 10th March, with a similar 

format as last year. Full details and tickets will be available in mid-January. 

Finally, we are hoping to organize a trip to Christchurch Cathedral in Oxford 

in April or May, which will include a conducted tour and tea in the Great 

Hall. More information next year. Chris Harris, Social Committee 

Kidz Church. 
During November we have been looking at our need to respond to Jesusʹ 

teaching, to realise that God cares about the difference between right and 

wrong, to be excited to be part of something that is growing, and that Jesus 

teaches how children are recognised as a model of how we come to God. 

We have enjoyed working through the Bible and reading some of the parables 

in Matthew to learn these messages from them. We hope that you have 

enjoyed hearing about what we have been learning when we share our time 

at the end of the Parish Communion Service. In December we will be looking 

at how God comes to his people. The aims and readings for the month are: 

(The Social Side continued from page 7) 

Session 10 

3/12/17 

God comes to Mary 

Aim: To discover God comes with a promise 

Bible Passage: Luke 1:26-56 

Session 11 

10/12/17 

God comes to Bethlehem 

Aim: To see how God comes as a human being 

Bible Passage: Luke 2:1-7 

Session 12 

17/12/17 

God comes to the shepherds 

Aim: To explore how God comes with good news 

Bible Passage: Luke 2:8-21 

Session 13 

24/12/17 

God comes to the wise men 

Aim: To discover that God comes to all people 

Bible Passage: Matthew 2:1-23 
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Newsletter.  Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the January 

edition is 24th December.  

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 8.00 pm Rebecca Brown 
Arcum Lodge, 130 High St 

01252 878747 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

Kidz Church will be available on 24th December (Christmas Eve) for anyone 
who would like to attend. There will also be the interactive Nativity Service at 
3.15 pm on Christmas Eve. 

Have you thought about using the readings and aims from Kidz Church to 

have a family time based on what the children are learning? Each week I am 

so impressed by the bible knowledge the children already have, and sharing 

time with parents and family will only build on this knowledge and 

enthusiasm and enrich it.  Karen Allen 

Christmas trees are available from Sandhurst Lodge. Please contact Trish 

Dundas. Her telephone number is available from the church office. 

2018 calendars with images of Sandhurst taken by Sandhurst Camera 

Club are now available from the church office, price £5.00. 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  C ENT RE  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 9th Dec - 
Tue 12th Dec 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Advent Fair Chris Harris 

Tree Festival Nicki Ray 

Sat 27th Jan 
Pastoral 
Centre 

Burns Supper Social Committee 

Sat 10th March 
Pastoral 
Centre 

Quiz Night 
Tickets available 
mid-January 

Tue 19th Dec 
TBA – details 
will be posted 
on the website 

Street carol 
singing 

Karen Phillips 

Church office Christmas opening 
During Christmas week, the church office will be open only on Friday 29th 

December between 10 am and 1.30 pm. 

Coffee Rota 
  4 Dec Kate Bettison  Jenny Thorn 

11 Dec Hilary Smith  Jo Arthy 

18 Dec Ann Harris  Wendy Grafton  
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DECEM BER  CHUR CH  SERV I CES  

Charity: Children’s Society 

Sunday 3rd December – Advent Sunday – Theme: The Patriarchs 

Genesis 15:1–6 (p15); MaQhew 8:5–13 (p972) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service and Holy Communion 

  6.30 pm Advent Celebration  

Sunday 10th December – 2nd of Advent – Theme: The Prophets 

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (p748); MaQhew 11:7–19 (p976) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.15 am No service 

  5.00 pm Sandhurst Churches Together Carol Service, at the Memorial Hall 

Sunday 17th December – 3rd of Advent – Theme: John the Baptist 

Isaiah 40:1–11 (p723); John 1:6–8, 19–28 (p1063) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am No service 

  4.00 pm Christingle 

Sunday 24th December – Christmas Eve – Theme: Mary 

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 (p310); Luke 1:26–38 (p1026) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion (followed by breakfast in the Pastoral Centre) 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community feel) 

  3.15 pm Nativity Service 

  7.00 pm Carol Service – Theme: The Word made flesh 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass – Reading: John1:1–14 (p1063) 

Monday 25th December – Christmas Day 

Luke 2:1–20 (p1027) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Family Communion (Children, please bring a present to show) 

Sunday 31st December – 1st of Christmas – Theme: Naming of Jesus 

Isaiah  61:10–62:3 (p748); Luke 2:15–21 (p1028) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am No service 

  6.30 pm No service 



12 

Photo: Mike Arthy 

 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

Linda Lemmon will be 

leaving us in December 

to move to Petersfield. 

On Sunday 26th 

November we had cake 

with our coffee and 

wished her all the very 

best. She will be 

greatly missed. 

We still have our Choir 

– going strong under 

Karen Phillips’ leader-

ship. The choir always 

welcomes new singers. 

Please contact Karen 

(07760190308, 

karen32phillips@gmail.

com) if you would like 

to join. 


