
  

What's your Passion? 
I asked this question recently to children at three primary schools, and to the 

Family Service congregation, before talking about how Jesusʹ passion for God 

and people led him to welcome those who had been rejected, heal those who 

were sick and ultimately die for us all on the Cross. 

As a young man, my passion was to serve God in my local church. I found 

opportunities in the choir, on the PCC and as a leader of our youth group.  

God gave me a vision for seeing the church grow, and I felt privileged to play 

a part in the work he was doing in the lives of individuals and the building 

up of the community. 

In my 12 years at St Michaelʹs my conviction has only been strengthened that 

the Church is not a religious institution, provided and paid for by outside 

bodies, but all of us, serving God, each other and our neighbours with 

whatever he has given us to share – our time, energy, money, talents. 

As we come to the foot of the Cross and rejoice in the empty tomb this Easter, 

may God inspire us with his passion for that mission. 

John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised in 
April. Please pray for Marian Cathie, Evelyn Capon, Phyllis Pilsbury, 
Joan Healen, Sandra Warriner and Muriel Churchyard, whose funerals 
took place in March. 
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OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

St Michael’s Churchyard. 
Can you help us keep the churchyard trim and tidy during the growing 

season, which will shortly be upon us? This will only involve a few hours of 

your time each month, and you will hopefully find this good exercise in a 

tranquil environment. 

If you would like to help, or just want more information before 

deciding, please ring me on 01344 775881 or email: 

hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk. I co-ordinate this work and will be happy 

to tell you more about what is involved and demonstrate the 

use of the equipment. Why not try it for just one season to see 

how you get on? 

Church Prayer meeting 
Please come and join us to pray for our church. The next meetings will be: 

• 29th March, 7.30pm–8.30pm: 2 School Hill, Little Sandhurst. (Sue and 

John Campbell) 

• 17 April – Easter Monday – no meeting 

• 25 April, 7.30pm: 21 Broom Acres, Sandhurst. (John White) 

Everyone is most welcome, come and join us on the journey to see where God 

wants us to go and how we are going to get there. If you need a lift please 

contact me on 01252 872161. 

Karen Symons 

On the social side 
After all the social events that have already been held this year, April is a 

quieter month, appropriately, with Holy Week and Easter central in our 

thoughts. So, a look back over those events. 

The final total raised by the Valentine’s Dance held in support of WinSpire 

was in excess of £1500, an amazing achievement. Congratulations again to all 

involved. Just a month later, the Annual Quiz held on March 4th was, as 

usual, a very successful event with over 100 people attending. An enormous 

‘thank you’ goes to Chris and Mike Blackman, and to Golden Fry in 

Crowthorne, who provided the fish & chips. In total the quiz raised around 

£1050 for general church funds. I`m happy to say that Chris and Mike are 

signed up for 2018! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Charity of the Month – Tearfund 

Tearfund partners with churches across the world as together they 

provide practical solutions to problems. This is one story. 

Kanchana moved to her new home in the Umerkot district of Pakistan in 

2011. The village is fairly typical of rural Pakistan – around 20 households 

farming the land around them. However, as well as farming, the same 

land was used as the village’s toilet facilities. 

So when Kanchana visited her uncle in the nearby town of Umerkot and 

was shown a latrine, she returned home excited at the possibilities for her 

own home and village. However, her enthusiasm was initially met with 

anger from her husband, who saw it as culturally inappropriate. But 

Kanchana still hoped things could change. 

One day a team from Tearfund partner Sahara Community Health 

Association (SaCHA) found Kanchana sweeping her yard and explained 

that they were involved in helping communities improve sanitation. 

Kanchana pioneered the process, being the first in the village to construct 

a pit latrine – with the help of her husband. She not only mobilised the 

women of the village but helped the men overcome their scepticism of the 

scheme. Now every home in the village has a latrine. In the last six months 

none of the elderly have been ill due to waterborne disease and only five 

children have had diarrhoea. 

Please pray 

• Praise God for amazing women like Kanchana, who are making a 

difference to their communities. 

• Pray that God would raise up other women in villages across 

Pakistan, that he would strengthen and equip them to transform 

their communities. 

• Pray for mindsets to be changed in Pakistan so that the work of 

SaCHA and other organisations working on community-led 

sanitation projects will be welcomed. 

For the full story please go to: http://www.tearfund.org/en/2017/03/
a_womans_touch/. 

Emma Hodge 
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Great family day out! 

The Big Church Day Out this year in the south (https://

bigchurchdayout.com/south) will be at Wiston House, West Sussex, 

between 27th and 28th of May. Angela Harper says: ‘It will be a great 

family day out! We are all meeting up for a church picnic together on the 

Sunday. Discounted tickets are still available.’ Call Angela for further 

information, 07456 190201. 
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Yet more events. 19 children attended Children’s Spring Workshop, on 

Saturday March 18th. Many thanks to Karen Allen and Abby Coleman and all 

who helped out. Karen and Abby are hoping to run another workshop in the 

summer and would welcome your views as to exactly when it should be held. 

The WinSpire Concert held on 25th March was absolutely superb. Central 

were the music friends of Val Goodwin-Higson, who had offered to put on 

the event in the first place, and with our own Belles and the Castle Clan in 

support, we were given a real musical treat. Once again, thanks are due to all 

involved but especially Val – a lot of hard work went into putting on this 

concert. At the time of writing it was too soon to know how much was raised 

but it was over £1000! 

Now for some future events. On Sunday 7th May we will be holding a 

Produce & Plants Sale in the Pastoral Centre from 8.30 am to around noon. If 

you are green-fingered, do please put a few plants aside to be sold at this 

event. But whether you are green-fingered or not, this will be a good chance 

to stock up on plants for the garden and jams for the gardener (or anyone 

else). 

Our next Parish Lunch will be held on Sunday 21st May at the Bird-in-Hand. 

It may be a bit early to book tickets for next year’s quiz but it is certainly not 

too early to reserve a place for the Parish Lunch – there are 30 available. If 

you would like to come along please let me know asap. To use that well-worn 

phrase: when they’ve gone, they’ve gone! 

Hopefully, we will have another family fruit-picking day in May/June with a 

similar format to last year. So lots of fruit for Karen Allen to make use of, and 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Photo: Chris Harris 

The WinSpire Concert 

musicians 
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Coffee Rota 
2nd Ann Clough Peter Clough 

9th Jennie Piggin Ann Weston 

16th Stephanie Martin Di Pullar 

23rd Betty Wilson Jenny Hulbert 

30th volunteers needed please. 

House Groups meet each week at these houses 

 
If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email Karen@2symons.com for more details 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

  1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday   8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday   7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday   8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday   7.45 pm Linda Lemmon 
34 Albion Road 
01252 874525 

Tuesday   7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

cream teas back in the Pastoral Centre. Karen would also welcome donations 

of fruit and vegetables suitable for making jam, chutney etc. Just have a word 

with her first. 

On June 11th we are planning a summer (or should it be late-spring?) Garden 

Party in the rectory garden from 2.30 till 5 pm, with games, music and, 

hopefully, more cream teas. Please put this date in your diaries – more details 

next month. 

Finally, we have had some really good prizes donated for raffles, so thank 

you. More are always welcome – please put them in the blue box at the back 

of the church or contact me direct if you would like them collected. 

Chris Harris 

(Continued from page 5) 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.30 to 11.15 am in the 

Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, craft 

activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an opportunity 

for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, there are age-

related activities in the Pastoral Centre for children aged 3 up to school 

year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. They should come to the Pastoral Centre by 9.25 am to be 

registered. The group leaders bring them into the church for the last part 

of the service. A crèche is usually available for under 3s during the Parish 

Communion on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays in the Pastoral Centre. 

Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During school holidays children should come into the church with 

their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be invited to join a 

leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a video in the Pastoral 

Centre. The group leaders bring them into the church for the last part of 

the service. For young children staying in the service there are play-bags 

– please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 

with small children and not worry how they will behave! Refreshments 

are served in the church from 11.00  am; worship 

begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come 

and meet other families and make friends. We need 

help with refreshments and welcoming, so please 

email Kirsty Dunlop at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if 

you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  
10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact our youth worker, Esther Bonsu, 
esther@sandhurstyouth.org.uk for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

 
Date & Time 

Venue Event Contact 

Sun 23rd April 
11.00 am Pastoral Centre Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting 
Church 
Office 

Sun 7th May 
from 8.30 am Pastoral Centre Produce & Plants 

Sale  

Sun 21st May Bird-in-Hand Parish Lunch Chris Harris 

Sun 11th June Rectory garden Summer Garden 
Party  

Sat 8th April 
9.00 am–12.00 pm 

Church 
Church Spring 
Clean 

Sue 
Campbell 

Wed 17th May 
8.00 pm 

Pastoral Centre 
Welcome 
Evening 

Rev. John 
Castle 

Sun 21st May 
6.30 pm 

Church Memorial Service  
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Sunday 2nd April – 5th in Lent – Theme: The cry from the depths 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 (p868); John 11:17–27 (p1078); 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service, Jesus in the garden, MaRhew 26:36–46, (p997) 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer (The Passion) 

Saturday 8th April – Wedding 

  2.00pm Ashleigh Burkmar–Rea and Hannah Phelan 

Sunday 9th April – Palm Sunday – Theme: Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4–9(p737); Philippians 2:5–11 (p1179); John 12:12–19 (p1079);  

John 18:28–19:30 (p1087) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism of Toby Andrew Stoye and Emily Sarah Stoye 

  6.30 pm Music and Meditation 

Monday 10th April 

Isaiah 42:1–9 (p727); John 12:1–11 (p1079) 

  8.00pm Holy Communion 

Tuesday 11th April 

Isaiah 49:1–7 (p735); John 12:20–36 (p1080) 

  8.00pm Holy Communion 

Wednesday 12th April 

Isaiah 50:4–9a (p737); John 13:21–32 (p1081) 

  8.00pm Holy Communion 

 A PR I L  CH URCH  SERV I CES  
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Thursday 13th April – Maundy Thursday – Theme: The Last Supper 

Exodus 12:1–14 (p68); John 13:1–17 (p1081), 31–35 (p1082) 

  8.00pm Holy Communion 

22.00pm Compline 

Friday 14th April – Good Friday 

  6.00am First Light 

11.15am Family Service, Good Friday, MaRhew ch 27 abridged (p998) 

12.45pm Act of Witness (at the Memorial Park) 

14.00pm Passion Service, Isaiah 52:12–53:12 (p740);  

MaRhew 26:36–27:66, (p997) 

Sunday 16th April – Easter Day – Theme: Easter 

MaRhew 28:1–10 (p1000) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion, Jeremiah 31:1–6 (p791) 

  9.30 am Parish Communion – all age 

11.15 am Family Service and Holy Communion 

  6.30 pm No service  

Sunday 23rd April – 2nd after Easter – Theme: Believe it or not 

1 Peter 1:3–9 (p1217); John 20:19–31 (p1089) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 30th April – 3rd after Easter – Theme: The Emmaus Road 

1 Peter 1:17–23 (p1217); Luke 24:13–35 (p1061) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am No service 

  6.30 pm No service 
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Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

Your Church, Your Meeting 

Do you know whatʹs going on at St Michaelʹs? Who makes the  

decisions, how the money is spent – and where it comes from? 

Whatʹs going on with WinSpire, St Maryʹs, the youth work and  

our project to nurture families? 

What contribution can I make to the mission of this church? 

There are four easy ways to find out the answers to these and other  

questions you may have: 

1. Read the Annual Review, which will be published early in April 

2. Come to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

on Sunday 23rd April at 11.00 am till 12.30 pm 

3. Put yourself (or someone else) forward for election to the 

Church Council (PCC), Deanery Synod or as Churchwarden 

(proposal forms are at the back of the church) 

4. Come to the Welcome Evening (see box below)   

Itʹs easy to be lazy, make excuses or convince ourselves that weʹve 

nothing to offer. But if the church really is all of us (see front page), then 

we need all of us to be involved in whatever way we can! 

ADVANCE NOTICE: WELCOME EVENING 

On Wednesday 17th May at 8.00 pm there will be wine and nibbles, and an 

opportunity to find out more about how St Michael's works, who does what 

and how you can be involved. 

This evening is aimed at people who are new to St Michael's, but anyone is 

welcome. More info. next month. 


