
  

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised here 

this month. Please pray for Ron Smith, Barry Neighbour and Marie Clark, 

whose funerals took place in June. 

St Michael’s News July 2017 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10.00 am–2.00 pm; Thursday 
9.45 am–1.45 pm.  Open for counselling: Wednesday 9.45 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 

Time for Rest   Mark 6:30–32 

Jesus taught his disciples that it was important for them to take a holiday. 

Jesus’ disciples travelled from town to town telling others about God and his 

love for them. They worked so hard that they often didn’t even have time to 

eat or sleep. When Jesus saw how tired they were, he said to them, ‘Come 

with me to a quiet place and get some rest.’ The Bible then says, ’So they went 

away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.’ 

What has happened to the timeout that God planned for us? Not only do we 

fill in every moment of the working week if not doing our job, then it’s 

driving someone here, dropping something off there! Jesus knew how 

stressed we can become. He knew that we would get all of our priorities 

wrong. He was well aware that our crazy lives would take their toll on our 

health and on our closeness to our Heavenly Father. 

We can learn from Jesus. He was never too busy or too overwhelmed to take 

time out with his Heavenly Father and pray. 

Angela Harper, St Michael’s Familyworker 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

Treasurer’s report for the three months January  
to March 2017 
Going forward each quarter of the year, I will give a brief update of the 

church’s general fund. The general fund is the key fund for the church’s 

activities. All our donations and gifts go to this fund unless the donor very 

specifically asks for them to go to a restricted fund, such as WinSpire, Youth 

Worker, Family Worker, etc. All the running expenses of the church are paid 

from the general fund. 

For the three months January to March 2017, the actual results of the general 

fund are as below with a comparison to the same three months last year. Our 

budget for 2017 is to break even, to have our income = expenses. 

As can be seen, whilst giving is in line with last year and budget, there has 

been quite a drop in other income, mainly through less rental of the hall. 

Please do think about hiring the hall and recommending others to do the 

same – the rates are published on the website and are very competitive. 

It is, of course, a concern that in the first three months we are so far behind. 

People have been very generous in giving money to a number of restricted 

funds, but please don’t forget the general fund. 

Jon Toohey 

On the social side…. 
First, an enormous Thank You to the musicians and to everyone else who 

helped with the Rectory Garden Party on Sunday June 11th – far too many to 

name individually but you know who you are! Thanks also to the 3rd 

Sandhurst Guides for the loan of the marquee and, of course, to George and 

(Continued on page 4) 

 
Actual 

Jan-Mar 2017 
Actual 

Jan-Mar 2016 

Giving (and tax recovered) 17053 17585 

Other income 14245 18325 

Income 31298 35910 

Expenses -37771 -37793 

Charitable giving planned -1705 -1759 

Expenses -39476 -39552 

Net income / loss -8178 -3642 
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Introduction to Compassion 

For the next two years, St Michael’s will 

be giving a part of its annual charitable 

giving to Compassion for the first time. 

This article is intended as an introduction 

to the work Compassion does. 

Compassion’s objective is ‘releasing children from poverty in Jesus’ 

name’. The key themes are: 

• Compassion’s focus is on children in poverty. 

• Compassion works in 25 developing countries. These are among the 

poorest countries in the world. (Unfortunately, some of the very 

poorest are so unstable that Compassion cannot operate in them.) 

• Compassion partners with the local church. This is hugely 

important – who can one trust in developing counties to know 

where the need is greatest, to spend the money wisely? And the 

answer is that Compassion has a team in each of these countries that 

seeks out churches in the poorest areas and works with the 

leadership of those churches to run programmes for the children 

most in need in that community (regardless of caste, creed, class or 

religion). 

• Those children in the programme are helped medically, 

nutritionally and educationally. Part of the programme is 

addressing spiritual needs – so children are introduced to the 

Christian faith, but there is no compulsion. 

Compassion was started in 1955 by a US Army serviceman who served in 

Korea and was so appalled by the poverty and distress of the children 

there that he felt called to do something. South Korea has since turned 

from being a developing country, receiving donations, to a giving country 

along with 12 others, including the UK. Compassion UK supports over 

100,000 children that are individually sponsored by donors. Further 

money is raised for other needs in those communities (such as antenatal 

care for vulnerable mothers, vaccination programmes, safe drinking water 

for children, distribution of malaria nets). Life-saving surgery is also 

funded and programmes are set up to prevent malnutrition and provide 

emergency relief after a disaster. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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John Castle for the loan of their garden to put it in! A week before we were 

wondering whether to go ahead with it as tickets were selling so slowly – in 

the event over 120 people came along, with every age group in our 

congregation represented. The weather was (almost) perfect, cream teas sold 

like hot cakes (!) and gallons of summer cup were drunk – a good time was 

had by all. The event raised nearly £600 for church funds, an amazing result. 

Our family fruit-picking day on Saturday 24th June also went well, with 

several families joining up to pick fruit at Gray’s Farm, then coming back to 

the school for a cream tea as a reward for their endeavours. So thank you to 

Angela and Karen for organising this, to all the families who went along, and 

a special thank you to the school, who allowed us to use their hall to serve 

teas and ices etc, as the Pastoral Centre was in use for a party. At the end of 

the afternoon Karen had over 30 pounds of fruit for jam making, and Ann 

and I, with help from Di Pullar, had sold enough extra cream teas and ice 

creams etc to help pay for the sugar she will need. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 6) 

I have visited programmes on the outskirts of Nairobi (Kenya), Arusha 

(Tanzania), Lima (Peru) and Huancayo (Peru). On these visits I have seen 

the programmes run, met the children, talked to the elders of the 

churches that run them and met with local Compassion staff, including 

the auditors who check the money is spent appropriately. 

If you wish to sponsor an individual child please contact me or go online 

to: https://www.compassionuk.org/sponsorship/. 

If you don’t want to sponsor an individual child but want to help the 

communities they live in, then go online to: https://

www.compassionuk.org/give/donation/. 

Jon Toohey 

(Continued from page 3) 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.30 to 11.15 am in the 

Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, craft 

activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an opportunity 

for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, there are age-

related activities in the Pastoral Centre for children aged 3 up to school 

year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. They should come to the Pastoral Centre by 9.25 am to be 

registered. The group leaders bring them into the church for the last part 

of the service. A crèche is usually available for under 3s during the Parish 

Communion on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays in the Pastoral Centre. 

Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During school holidays children should come into the church with 

their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be invited to join a 

leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a video in the Pastoral 

Centre. The group leaders bring them into the church for the last part of 

the service. For young children staying in the service there are play-bags 

– please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, 

including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with action 

songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to with 

small children and not worry how they will behave! Refreshments are 

served in the church from 11.00  am; worship begins at 

11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and meet 

other families and make friends. We need help with 

refreshments and welcoming, so please email Kirsty 

Dunlop at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to 

volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  
10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact our youth worker, Esther Bonsu, 
esther@sandhurstyouth.org.uk for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Finally, two events to go in your diaries, and one to come out. Those of you 

who have attended previous concerts by the Cecilia Singers will know just 

how good they are, so will be delighted to learn that there will be another 

concert by them on Saturday September 23rd at 7.30 pm in the church. Also 

taking part will be the St Michael’s Belles – free entry, with a retiring 

collection for WinSpire. In October we will be holding an Indoor Bowling 

Evening, provisionally on Saturday 21st October. There will be only around 

50 tickets available for this and it will be a byo-drinks-and-nibbles evening. 

Any profits will also go to WinSpire. The event to come out of your diary is 

the Harvest Supper, which had been planned for Saturday 30th September. 

After discussion, and with some regret, we have decided not to go ahead 

with this event this year. This will allow us to concentrate on supporting the 

WinSpire events, including the Tree Festival in December, and the Advent 

Fair, which will be held at the same time. 

Chris Harris, Social Committee 

100 Club Draw May 2017 
1st Prize:  Catherine and Ken Wilkins No 11 £20 

2nd Prize:  Mrs Val Brown No 1 £10 

£35 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 

News from St Michael’s School 
Congratulations go to all at St Michael’s School on becoming Bracknell Forest 

‘School of the Year’ for 2017. You can read all about this award in an article in 

the June edition of the SRA Magazine – there is a copy at the back of the 

church. Please do have a look. 

The school summer fayre is on Sunday 9th July, from noon till 3.00 pm. We 

do hope to see you but please note that, due to setting up, it will not be 

possible to park in the school for the 9.30 service that morning, or for the 

baptism at 11.30. 

No doubt you will have seen our bright, new, school sign on the corner by 

the crossing, but also new is our school web-site. No change to the address 

(www.st-michaels-school.org) – but a very different look to the site, with new 

images and easier access to the information. 

Chris Harris, Governor 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Door – Oxford Diocese magazine 
Some of you will remember receiving The Door with your hymn books on a 

regular basis. This has not happened recently and on discussion, the Rector’s 

Council have opted not to reinstate the paper version, but to share it 

electronically. So if you are interested in reading it, search the web for The 

Door - Diocese of Oxford or ctrl-click this link. 

Christian Aid Lunch 
A final total of £500 was raised at the lunch this year. Many thanks go to all 

who attended and contributed to the final amount raised. 

Dorothy Hill 
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Some families went 
strawberry picking on the last 
Saturday in June to collect 
berries for Karen Allen to 
make more preserves. Cream 
Teas were enjoyed afterwards 
too! A big thank you to all 
that came along to support, 
and to Chris and Ann Harris 
for serving refreshments in 
the school. Karen is now very 
busy ‘jamming’. 

Church Prayer Meetings 
We have decided to pause our prayer meetings over the summer months, 

however, please would you keep praying for our mission-shaped church. 

Areas for prayer: 

• Our church family – that over the summer we will rest and get closer to 

God and return invigorated. 

• All the events happening over the summer – volunteers, witness, love. 

Fruit picking 
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Coffee Rota 
2nd July Ann Harris Wendy Grafton 

9th July Marion Blackmore Ann Weston 

16th July Ann Clough Peter Clough 

23rd July Jennie Piggin Di Pullar 

30th July Steph Martin Jennie Hulbert 

House Groups meet each week at these houses 

 
If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email Karen@2symons.com for more details 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

  1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday   8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday   7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday   8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday   7.45 pm Linda Lemmon 
34 Albion Road 
01252 874525 

Tuesday   7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

• Those in our wider community – their needs, spiritual, physical, 

emotional, social etc. 

• People in different walks of life: the elderly, working parents, single 

people, children, teenagers and family life. 

• How can we be part of the mission-shaped church and make a 

difference. How can we be God’s disciples. 

‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.’ Mathew 28:19–20 

I hope you all have a lovely summer 

Karen Symons 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-

sandhurst.org.uk or leave written requests with the church office. Deadline 

for the August edition is 24th July. You will normally be able to view or 

download a colour copy of the newsletter on the website a few days before it 

is distributed in church. If you would like to receive that version of the 

newsletter as an email attachment please contact David Hunt at 

david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 23rd Sept 
7.30 pm 

Church 
Concert by the 
Cecilia Singers 

Sat 21st Oct 
time tba 

Pastoral Centre 
Indoor bowling 
evening 

See 
information 
on page 6 
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JULY CHURCH SERVICES 
Charity: Compassion 

Saturday 1st  July – Wedding 

  2.00 pm Declan Moore and Jade Chase 

Sunday 2nd July – 3rd after Trinity – Theme: The test of Abraham 

Genesis 22:1–14 (p22); MaQhew 10:40–42 (p976) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Saturday 8th July – Wedding 

12.00 noon Christopher Voelker and Joanna Roberts 

  2.00 pm Christopher Clark and Cara Panter 

Sunday 9th July – 4th after Trinity – Theme: Bible Sunday 

Isaiah 55:10–13 (p742); MaQhew 13:1–9, 18–23 (p978) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal – all age) 

11.30 am Baptism of Tegan Adams and Ava Bazunu 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 16th July – 5th after Trinity – Theme: A Wife for Isaac 

Genesis 24:34–67 (p24); Song of Songs 2:8–13 (p679); MaQhew 19:3–12 (p986) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 23rd July – 6th after Trinity – Theme: Parable of the weeds and the 

wheat 

Isaiah 44:6–8 (p729); MaQhew 13:24–30, 36–43 (p979) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community feel) 

11.30 am Baptism of Frankie Taylor, Brooke Pawley and Ella Martin 

  3.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sandhurst Memorial Ground 

  6.30 pm Sung Evensong 

Saturday 29th July – Wedding 

12 noon Jason Mulhall and Emma MaQhews 
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Sunday 30th July – 7th After Trinity – Theme: More parables of the 

Kingdom 

Genesis 29:15–28 (p31); MaQhew13:31–33,44–52 (p980) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am No service 

  6.30 pm No service 

 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

The sun shone for the Rectory Garden Party on the 11th June. 

Photo: Mike Arthy 


