
  

Renewal 

September is a month that always seems to be about things starting again, 

whether it is a new school year or the restart of heavier traffic as you 

commute to work. As things start again, it is also an excellent time to renew 

our relationship with God. The writer of Psalm 51 recognises the need to be 

spiritually renewed and describes it in these words: ‘Create in me a pure 

heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.’ May each of us take 

some time this September to renew our relationship with the Lord so that we 

are ready to face the challenges we face in our daily lives. 

Emma Hodge 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised here 

this month. Please pray for Andrew Deytrekh and John Manners, whose 

funerals took place in August. 

Please also pray for Jean Pounce as she recovers from a hip replacement 

and for Revd Sharon Gardner, as she is installed as the new Methodist 

Minister for Sandhurst and Yateley. 

St Michael’s News September 2017 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10.00 am–2.00 pm; Thursday 
9.45 am–1.45 pm.  Open for counselling: Wednesday 9.45 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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What’s that ‘Locked Book’ doing on the offering? 

A fair question! What is a leather-bound book with a padlock doing on the 

offering as it is carried up on the 4th Sunday each month at the Parish 

Communion? Let me explain! 

Many of those who give regularly to the work of the church do so by standing 

order. That way they can ensure that their offering, large or small, is regularly 

there – it’s their way of honouring God’s call to give ‘First to the Lord’! 

As a church we are hugely grateful for their financial commitment – and we 

in turn set aside the first 10 per cent to go to the charities which the church 

supports. Without this regular giving we couldn’t continue to function as a 

church. To honour the generosity of spirit (and wallet!) of those who give this 

way, their names are recorded in the ‘Locked Book’, which is placed with the 

offering once a month, and the offertory prayer has an extra phrase at the 

beginning to recognise specifically this giving. 

Perhaps you would like to give this way. Do please speak to me, or fill in a 

form from the back of the church and give it to me, the office, or a church 

warden. Doing so is a real act of putting our faith into action! 

Dave Percival, Stewardship Officer 

Ride+Stride for our Window and Spire repair fund 
The annual sponsored cycle, run or walk is the Berkshire Churches Trustʹs 

main source of income. It will be held on Saturday 9th September. The people 

who take part, by passing participating churches, donate 

half of the money they make from sponsorship to the 

church of their choice and half to the Trust. It is the 

biggest single ecumenical event in England. St Michael’s is 

looking for people to raise sponsorship by taking part in 

the event. If you are interested contact/e-mail Sue 

Campbell (Churchwarden) 

suecampbell2906@btinternet.com. 

St Michael's in the 17th Century 
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th September 

Our present church replaces a previous church, and there are signs all around 

us. This year, as part of the National Heritage Open Days, we are focussing 

on the 17th century. A century that saw lasting changes, and there are several 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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17th century aspects of St Michaelʹs hiding in this Victorian 

church. Why was Sandhurst ʹRoyalistʹ while neighbouring 

towns were ʹParliamentarianʹ? Come along and find out 

more. Activities for children and adults will be on offer.  

• Saturday 10.00 am until 4.00 pm, with tours of church, 

belfry and churchyard (weather permitting) at 11.00 am and 3.00 pm.  

• Sunday 2.00–5.00 pm tour of church, belfry and churchyard (weather 

permitting) at 3.00 pm. 

 

 
 
       Exploring Christian discipleship in seven small-group sessions 

If you want to:  

• grow in your Christian faith; 

• discover more about following Jesus; 

• find out more about being a committed member of the church. 

Then it’s time for Moving On! 

This down-to-earth course helps today’s men and women discover more 

about Christian discipleship in a small-group setting. 

Moving On! to help group members: 

• consider the benefits and challenges of being a follower of Jesus; 

• be active and committed members of the church; 

• grow in their relationship with God; 

• explore the Trinity and the Holy Spirit; 

• think about Christian stewardship; 

• be wholehearted disciples. 

Normally run in groups of six to ten people, each session involves 

watching a DVD programme followed by time to talk, listen and ask 

questions. Sessions last roughly 90 minutes. 

The course will start on Monday 18th September, and will run weekly at 

138 College Road, College Town, Sandhurst GU47 0RD, from 8.00 pm. 

Course leaders: Rev John Castle and Sara Kaufman 

To register interest, please email John: rector@stmichaels-
sandhurst.org.uk. 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.30 to 11.15 am in the 

Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, craft 

activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an opportunity 

for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, there are age-

related activities in the Pastoral Centre for children aged 3 up to school 

year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. They should come to the Pastoral Centre by 9.25 am to be 

registered. The group leaders bring them into the church for the last part 

of the service. A crèche is usually available for under 3s during the Parish 

Communion on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays in the Pastoral Centre. 

Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During school holidays children should come into the church with 

their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be invited to join a 

leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a video in the Pastoral 

Centre. The group leaders bring them into the church for the last part of 

the service. For young children staying in the service there are play-bags 

– please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 

with small children and not worry how they will behave! Refreshments 

are served in the church from 11.00 am; worship 

begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come 

and meet other families and make friends. We need 

help with refreshments and welcoming, so please 

email Kirsty Dunlop at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if 

you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  
10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact our youth worker, Esther Bonsu, 
esther@sandhurstyouth.org.uk for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Harvest 2017 – Sunday 1st October 

We will be celebrating Harvest this year with an All-Age Combined Parish 

Communion and Family Service at 10.00 am on Sunday 1st October, preceded 

by breakfast in the Pastoral Centre from 8.45 am. Harvest gifts will be going to 

the Crowthorne Foodbank, to assist those who need help in the local 

community. To help you decide what to bring we give lists below. 

Milk (UHT) 

Cereal 

Tinned soup 

Fruit juice (long-life)  

Pasta sauces 

Baked beans 

Rice/sponge pudding (tinned) 

Tomatoes (tinned)  

Pasta/rice (500g) 

Tinned vegetables 

Tea bags 

Instant mash/tinned potato  

Tinned meat/fish 

Tinned fruit 

Sugar (500g)  

Biscuits and snack bars 

These things are also needed 

Men’s and women’s toiletries 

Baby care items including nappies 

Home cleaning items 

As at 16th August the following items were urgently needed 

Tinned fruit (400gms) 

Tea bags (80ʹs) 

Dried pasta (500gms) 

Uht milk (1 litre) 

Breakfast cereals 

Weʹve got plenty of 

Beans 

Sugar 

We will also be thinking about the needs of those who are short of food in the 
wider world, with a focus on the work of Tearfund in Malawi and elsewhere. 
For more information, search for ‘Tearfund: hunger steals dreams’, or click  
on the link.  

Things that are needed 
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Sandhurst Counselling Service (SCS) 

We were delighted to host Dr Phillip Lee on 

19th May for a working lunch at which he 

listened sympathetically to the challenges that 

the Sandhurst Counselling Service is currently 

facing. Sandhurst Counselling Service started as 

a drop-in service in August 1990. 

At a time when the government is stating that mental health issues are of 

paramount importance, we, among many other charities, find that our 

grant from local government, which has been our largest source of 

income, is being reduced and ended. 

At this worrying time, we had some excellent news from 

Councillor Hazel Hill, the Mayor of Sandhurst, who has 

nominated SCS as her charity for her Mayoral year, 2017/18. 

She has designed an action-packed year, which started with a 

hog roast and raffle that was held at a local pub and raised 

over £600. What an amazing start! 

Other supporting events, for which tickets are available in advance from 

Sandhurst Town Council, are: 

• ‘Just Desserts’– a starter and 5 classic British Puds – at Sandhurst 

Community Hall, 7.30 pm, 09/09/2017. Come and meet our Master of 

Ceremonies. (Is he a gooseberry fool?) 

• Mayor’s Quiz, at Sandhurst Community Hall, 7.30 pm, 07/10/2017. 

Why not put a team together and join us for the evening? 

• Come and dance (or just listen) to the Newtones Big Band, a 17-piece 

swing band with singer at Sandhurst Community Hall, 7.30 pm, 

02/12/2017. 

• Mayor’s charity dinner, at Easthampstead Park Conference Centre, 

7.30 pm, 3/2/2018 for a 3-course meal. 

Come along to any of our fundraising events and help to support the 

local counselling service, as well as having a memorable evening. All the 

above will help us to carry on working with the clients who keep 

contacting us for help. We offer counselling to everyone regardless of 

how many sessions they need; we ask for contributions towards the costs, 
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if possible. All our counsellors work to the highest standard. A few of the 

issues we deal with are bereavement, abuse, depression, anxiety and 

stress. 

Another way to help us is through Big Give, a website supporting 

charitable projects through match funding. We are looking for £2000 in 

donations during our Christmas challenge, between 28th November and 

5th December 2017. Contact us by searching for ‘big give sandhurst 

counselling service’ and click on ‘Donate now’ or by clicking on the link. 

Testimonies 

“The counsellor has 
been very supportive 
and has given me 
positive ideas and 
suggestions.”   

“I feel the happiest I have been in over 
40 years and felt the counsellor had given 
me the tools to cope with life going 
forward.  I have no doubt that if I hadn’t 
attended this service I would not be here 
now.” 

Children’s Preparation course to receive Communion 
This course begins during our 9.30 am Sunday services. Please meet in the 

Pastoral Centre to sign your children in with Kate Waters or Jan Herd. We 

have some children already keen to start this on the 17th September 2017. If 

your child has shown interest in receiving Communion and you would like 

further information about this preparation course, please contact Angela 

Harper on 07456 190201 or at mailto:familyworker@stmichaels-

sandhurst.org.uk. 
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Church Prayer meetings 
Please come and join us to pray for our church 

The next meetings will be: 

26 September 2017 

31 October 2017 

28 November 2017 

There will not be an evening meeting in December, but there may be a few 

daytime meetings. 

Times and places have yet to be sorted but will be published on the church 

website and Facebook pages, and read out in the Sunday notices. Please also 

contact me. 

Everyone is most welcome, come and join us on the journey to see where God 

wants us to go and how we are going to get there. If you need a lift please 

contact me on 01252 872161 

Karen Symons 

This month we are thinking about St Michael’s School 

Our local school, the oldest in the area, was founded as a church school in 

1862 and for nearly 100 years provided an education for local children of all 

ages. In 1953 the church ceded control to Berkshire CC, though it still 

retained some influence. In 1958 St Michael’s became a primary school and 

more recently, in 2004, the school became Voluntary Aided (VA), reducing 

the control of (now) Bracknell Forest Council and increasing the influence of 

the Diocese. 

How do we see our role as a church school? To quote our Mission Statement: 

‘At St Michael’s we value the uniqueness of the individual and we offer 

our children a curriculum which is enriched and diverse, enabling us to 

inspire them to become successful learners, confident individuals and 

responsible citizens of the future. We live out our Christian values daily 

and foster supportive and trusting relationships with God and all 

members of the community.’ 

This is backed up by the values that we aim to engender in our children, 

namely, Independence, Respect, Kindness, Hope, Community, Success and 

Trust, and if you visit our web-site (www.st-michaels-school.org) you will 

find quotes which expand on these values and give more information about 

the school. 
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As a single-form entry school, St Michael’s has something of a family feel to it, 

and pupils often talk about the school in that way. But, despite our small size, 

we provide a wide range of experience. In fact, we were awarded the accolade 

of Bracknell Forest ‘School of the Year’ recently, principally for that reason. 

Though a C of E school, we primarily serve our local catchment area and 

welcome children of any creed or, indeed, of no creed at all. It is not our role 

to proselytize; it is our role to demonstrate our Christian values day by day. 

Most governors are Foundation Governors, who are nominated locally but are 

appointed by the Diocesan Board of Education, whom they represent. They 

are expected to have their own Christian faith and a clear understanding of 

church school distinctiveness. They must act in the best interests of the 

children, young people and the whole community – much to think about! If 

you are interested in supporting the school as a Foundation Governor, please 

have a chat with the Rector, Sue Campbell or with me. 

As we start our new school year, faced with all the challenges that it brings – 

not least financial – please pray for all at St Michaelʹs School, for the children, 

for the staff, and for all the governors, who work with them to make our 

Mission Statement a reality and ensure our pupils thrive under our care. 

Chris Harris, Foundation Governor 
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Coffee Rota 
3rd Sept Ann Homfray–Davies Jennie Rolfe 

10th Sept Dorothy Hill Alan Bunton 

17th Sept Sheridan Cremer-Evans Jo Arthy 

24th Sept Janet Pilbeam Rosaria Toohey 

House Groups meet each week at these houses: 

 
If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details.. 

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the October 

edition is 25th September. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 7.45 pm Linda Lemmon 
34 Albion Road 
01252 874525 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Churchyard Working Parties 

We are looking for volunteers to help on two working parties, one large and 

one small. The first is to clear the broken pillar Blakely memorial of brambles 

etc, and do some hedge trimming before the Church Heritage Weekend, on 

September 9th and 10th. The second party is needed on Saturday morning 

October 14th from 9.30 am to get the church-yard into good order before the 

winter – as many helpers as possible please. 

If you are able to help, please ring me on 01344 775881 or email 
hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk.  Thank you, Peter Hulbert 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 

Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

Charity: St Michael’s School 

Saturday 2nd September – Wedding 

12 noon Jason Illingworth and Gemma Roderick 

Sunday 3rd September – 12th after Trinity – Theme: The cost of discipleship 

Romans 12:9–21 (p1139); MaQhew 16:21–28 (p984) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 9th (10.00 am–4.00 pm) & 
Sun 10th (2.00–5.00 pm) 

September 
Church 

St Michael’s 
Heritage Open 
Days 

Catherine 
Wilkins and 
Emma Hodge 

Sat 23rd Sept 
7.30 pm 

Church 
Concert by the 
Cecilia Singers  

See page 9 

Sat 21st Oct 
time tba 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Indoor bowling 
evening 

 

November. Date and time tba tba. Parish lunch  

SEPT EM BER  CHU RCH  SERV I CES  
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

Friday 8th September – Wedding 

1.30 pm Guillaume Evans and Rebecca Jones 

Sunday 10th September – 13th after Trinity – Theme: The Unchanging God 

Malachi 3:6–4:6 (p962); Hebrews13:1–8,15,16 (p1211);  

8.00 am only: MaQhew 26:10–22 (p996)  

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Lyla and Amilie Pulleyn, and Isla Whicker 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at St Michael’s 

Sunday 17th September – 14th after Trinity – Theme: Seeing God  

in everything 

Philippians 1:1–26 (p1178); MaQhew 18:21–25 (p985) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service and Baptism of Reggie Shaw 

  6.30 pm No service 

Saturday 23rd September – Wedding 

12.00 noon Ryno Van Der Nest and Lauren Morel 

Sunday 24th September – 15th after Trinity – Theme: The example  

of Christ 
Philippians 2:1–13 (p1179); MaQhew 20:1–16 (p987) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community feel) 

11.30 am Baptism of Rosalie May and Henry Brimble 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong – Theme: St Michael and All Angels. 

Readings: Genesis 19: 1–23 (p19); Jude 5–13 (p1231) 


