
  

New Year Resolution 
By the time you read this we will be on the brink of a New Year. At this time 
it is traditional for people to make New Year resolutions. I wonder if you are 
planning to make one and if so what it will be and what impact it will have 
on the way you live your life? New Year resolutions imply a new start, 
turning over a new leaf. But sometimes we make them simply because 
someone asks us what we have decided to do. 

There are many things which influence and change our lives, the question is 
are we open to God’s grace and the working of the Holy Spirit to allow these 
things to change us for good? So, do you plan to make a New Year resolution 
and if so will it be simply about material things and outward appearances or 
is it something that will make you more Christ like and draw you deeper into 
God’s love? 

‘I said to the man that stood at the gate of the year: “Give me a light that I 
may tread safely into the unknown.” And he replied: “Go out into the 
darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you 
better than light and safer than a known way.” ‘  M L Haskins 

Jane Kraft 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised 

here this month. 

St Michael’s News January 2018 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10.00 am–2.00 pm; Thursday 
9.45 am–1.45 pm.  Open for counselling: Wednesday 9.45 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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St Mary’s – Change of Date 

St Mary’s site update meeting will now take place on Sunday 14th 

January after the 9.30 service. 

In the Annual Review and at the APCM we reported on the PCC’s resolution 

calling for the St Mary’s Working Group to develop plans and proposals that 

will result in the creation of the St Mary’s Mission Fund, with sufficient 

available financial support for the Family Worker for an initial two-year 

period and, as far as possible, indefinitely beyond that. An action plan was 

laid out. An update on where we’ve reached will be given on 14th January in 

the Pastoral Centre during coffee after the 9.30 service. Important steps are 

planned for January and it would be helpful if as many people as possible 

could attend. 

John Martin 

Competition time is coming 
Have you noticed the wall banners we have in church? To celebrate 800 years 

of worship in the site, we are going to have a new banner, the first stage is to 

design it, and a competition will be launched on the 14th January with full 

details. Details will be available both in church and on the website. If you 

know someone who is not a regular member of the church but may be 

interested please let them know. The deadline for the designs is Easter Day. 

 Emma Hodge (Churchwarden) 

Money raised 
The Advent  Fair, including the pre-Advent event a few weeks earlier, raised 
over £2,000 for general church funds. 

Seating changes 
We have just started a short period (six months) where we are going to be 

trailing different seating arrangements, but only in the south aisle and also at 

the front and back of the church. The reason the PCC have agreed to try these 

changes is that at the back of the church and at the front there can be a lot of 

congestion, for example, it can be difficult to get past those kneeling to take 

Communion. However, instead of just removing the pews, all of which were 

restored in recent memory, we are looking at options where as many of the 

pews are retained as possible and the look of the church remains largely the 

same. We are trying these out for six months so that we can see how the plan 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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works in practice, to give us all time to reflect on what the changes look like 

and how the different services work with the changes. At the end of six 

months we will be asking what your views are. 

Emma Hodge (Churchwarden) 

Help with the textiles 
I am pleased to report that we have had some volunteers come forward, 

especially to help with the Communion Linen; however, we still need people 

to help with tasks that only need doing once every couple of months or so. If 

you are willing to help, please speak to Emma Hodge. 

Just get on with it! 

Suppose you had a broken leg how would you feel if someone just told 

you to get up and get on with life? If you had a migraine, would you 

expect the doctor to tell you to ignore it and go off to work? Yet when itʹs 

mental illness, we naturally tell the depressed person to cheer up and 

carry on, or the anxious person ‘thereʹs no need to worry!’ Mental illness is 

a growing blight on many peopleʹs lives – an unseen problem. 

For the past 20 years Sandhurst Counselling Service, which started in the 

church, has been offering professional counselling to those struggling 

with many aspects of mental health. The church supports it both by way 

of grant from our Charitable Giving, and by offering the rooms free of 

charge. The office also provides (on a paid basis) all the admin and 

accounting services SCS needs. Three of the five trustees are nominated by 

the PCC, and the ongoing support from the church is vital to the service. 

The largest proportion of SCS income comes from Bracknell Forest 

Council, but their support is being phased out (spending cuts!). They have 

been very fortunate to be selected as ‘Mayorʹs Charity’ for 2017–18, and 

this will help them fill the funding gap – but more will be needed next 

year! 

SCS is one of the ways in which the church reaches out to serve the most 
needy in our community – those battling the unseen misery of mental 
illness. If you would like to get involved with this work there are lots of 
tasks that need doing – so do please speak to Di Taylor, Sunita McIntosh, 
or Dave Percival. 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 

the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 

craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 

opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 

welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-

term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 

children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 

Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 

service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 

part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 

arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 

years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 

church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 

invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 

Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 

bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 

young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 

enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place 

you really can come to with small children and not 

worry how they will behave! Refreshments are 

served in the church from 11.00 am; worship begins at 

11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and meet 

other families and make friends. We need help with 

refreshments and welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at kirsty@tcb-

arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Impact, for Years 7–9, is on Monday evenings, and a group for years  

10–13 meets on Fridays. Contact Liz Percival at 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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On Sunday 17th December some of our Junior Choristers received the Royal 

School of Church Music (RSCM) Voice for Life Awards and were presented 

with medals by Rev. John Castle in recognition of this achievement. They 

have worked through various modules covering Music Theory, Singing 

Technique, Knowledge of repertoire in the Church, and Singing as part of a 

Choir. There are four levels: Light Blue, Dark Blue, Red and Yellow (this last 

one is quite strenuous!). Bethany, who has now completed her Yellow 

Award, will be working towards her Bronze RSCM medal next term. 

Congratulations to all our juniors who work so hard and sing so 

enthusiastically and beautifully to enhance our worship at St Michaelʹs. We 

are very proud of you! 

Karen Phillips, Choir Director 

On the Social Side 
With the Christmas Tree Festival and Advent Fair now ‘done and dusted’ – 
with a big thank you to all who were involved in those in any way – thoughts 
turn to events planned for 2018. 

First is our Burns Night Supper on January 27th. This will be similar in 
format to the one held in 2016, and will include a three-course meal and 
dancing. Tickets are on sale (or will be very shortly) through the social 
committee or parish office and will cost £14 adult, £7 child. There is also a 
family ticket at £35 (max. 2A + 3C). We would, as usual, welcome donations 
of raffle prizes, unwanted Christmas presents perhaps. The odd bottle of 
whisky (or two) would be especially welcome! So, if you have one hidden at 
the back of the cupboard... 

On the 17th 
December Bethany 
was presented with 
the Yellow RSCM 
Award. Imogen and 
Maria were 
presented with 
Light Blue awards. 
Sarah Jane received 
her Light Blue award 
on the 24th 
December.  
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The visit to Christchurch Cathedral in Oxford will take place on Saturday 
10th February, earlier than previously advertised. It will include a conducted 
tour, visits to the Picture Gallery and the Chapter House Treasury, tea in the 
Great Hall (at £4.50) and attending Choral Evensong. If you would like to go 
please let John White know by 21st January at the latest. 

Our annual Quiz Night will be held on Saturday 10th March, with a similar 
format to last year. Full details and tickets will be available in early February. 

There will be a Barn Dance on Saturday 28th April, with dancing to the 
Aldbrickham Band. Proceeds from this event will go the WinSpire. More 
details will be available next month. 
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Remember children everywhere 

Can talk to God, about any care. 

All of us can learn to pray 

At anytime of the day, 

Or even in the dead of night, 

If you might wake up with a fright. 

Calmly whisper to our God. 

He is the maker of our world. 

Talk to Him just like a friend, 

He is quick to answer and defend. 

You can pray standing on your 
head, 

Or curled up cozy in your bed, 

Or hanging from the climbing bars, 

Even gazing up into the stars. 

It's as easy as it sounds, 

Giving a peace in your heart that 
can be found. 

Try and pray throughout your day, 

While working, studying or at play. 
 

In God's heart, children hold a 
special place. 

He loves every human, of every 
race. 

Anytime you need a hand 

Remember Jesus made a stand, 

For what is right and good and 
true. 

Turn to Him if you are feeling blue. 

Ask Him to bless and guide you by 
day, 

As you learn to trust Him, and 
pray. 

    Rosaria Toohey 

The Prayer Tent 

Finally, on behalf of the Social Committee, thanks go to you for your support 
for the events run in 2017. We hope you enjoyed them and will enjoy the 
events planned for 2018. 

The WinSpire Project 
Thanks for Supporting the Christmas Tree Festival and the Children’s 

Activity Day. Both events were organised by Nicki Ray and Abigail Coleman 

and a team of helpers. Thank you to everyone involved. As well as raising 

substantial funds, these events provided contacts with visitors from the wider 

community. The Tree Festival was well attended and people marvelled at the 

creativity and imagination of the various participating organisations. There 

were 36 trees, which were thoughtfully designed and each very different 

from the other. Funds raised to repair the stained glass windows and spire 

now total £56,500, towards a target of £150,000. 

Forthcoming Event. On Saturday 3rd February there is a Quality Clothes 

Swap. See page 6. 

(Continued on page 8) 



8 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Please remember that Michelle Travel is supporting WinSpire. If you can find 

the same deal booked through Michelle Travel cheaper elsewhere, Michelle 

Travel will donate 110 per cent of the difference to WinSpire. Michelle Piff’s 

details are: ref. UK 44157816, mobile no 07940 506785, web site: 

michelletravelexpert.inteletravel.uk 

If you would like to become involved with the project, contact WinSpire team: 

07557 965747, winspire.project@gmail.com. 

Newsletter.  Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the February  

edition is 22nd January.  

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an email 

attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Coffee rota 
7 January Hilary Smith Wendy Grafton 

14 January Steph Martin  Ann Weston 

21 January Ann Harris Val Brown 

28 January Anne Clough Peter Clough 

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

(Continued from page 7) 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 8.00 pm Rebecca Brown 
Arcum Lodge, 130 High St 

01252 878747 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 
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The Christmas Tree Festival and Advent Fair 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 27th Jan Pastoral Centre Burns Supper 
Social 
Committee  
(see p.5) 

Sat 10th Mar Pastoral Centre Quiz Night 
Tickets available 
mid-January 

Sat 10th Feb 
Christchurch 
Cathedral, 
Oxford 

Cathedral visit 
John White 

(see p.5) 

Sat 28th 
April 

Pastoral Centre Barn dance Details to follow 

Wed 31st Jan 
8.00pm 

Pastoral Centre 
Upper Room 

Discovery Evening: 
a chance to learn 
more about the 
visions and 
workings of our 
church.  

Angela Harper, 
John Castle 
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 CHU RCH  SERV I CES  

J ANUARY  CHU RC H  SERV I C ES  

Charity: Sandhurst Counselling Service 

Sunday 7th January – 1st of Epiphany – Theme: The visit of the Wise Men 

Ephesians 3:1–12 (p1174); MaShew 2:1–12 (p966) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 14th January – 2nd of Epiphany – Theme: Discovering Jesus 

1 Samuel 3:1–20 (p274); John 1:43–51 (p1064) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am No service 

  6.30 pm No service 

 

Sunday 21st January – 3rd of Epiphany – Theme: The Wedding at Cana 

Revelation 19:6–10 (p1247); John 2:1–11 (p1064) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service and Baptism of Lizzie Maryon, and Lola and 

Sydney Brown  

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at Crowthorne Baptist Church 

 

Sunday 28th January – Presentation of Christ – Theme: Presentation of 

Christ 

Malachi 3:1–5 (p961); Luke 2:22–40 (p1028) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community feel)) 

11.15 am No service 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong – Theme: The Temple of the Lord  

Readings: Haggai 2:1–9 (p948); John 2:13–22 (p1065) 
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 


