
  

Stop! 
In our busy lives, stopping only for a moment seems like the wrong thing to 

do and yet the benefits of doing just that can be amazing. You don’t have to 

stop and do nothing but do something that you often rush, pay attention to 

the little things. Recently I was spending some time reading St Mark’s 

account of Palm Sunday (chapter 11) and I noticed something that I had never 

noticed before. The story is well known and yet I had overlooked this small 

detail. It is so easy with well-known Bible stories to rush past the details, but 

then when you go back to the story and notice the details you can be amazed 

by what is actually there. By stopping and taking time something new was 

revealed. This does not just apply to reading our Bibles but to every area of 

our lives – when was the last time you stopped and admired the flowers or 

listened to the bird song, yet they are always there? What would you discover 

or rediscover when you stop and read a familiar Bible passage or stopped and 

reflected on something? 

Emma Hodge 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for Anita Fathers, Arthur 

Ridley, Linda Neighbour, Frederick Arnaboldi and Gloria Stroud, whose 

funerals took place in March. 

St Michael’s News April 2018 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
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Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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Support our school – become a governor! 
St Michael’s CE Primary School is our church school. It is a happy school, and 

it is a joy to see the children thriving in such a positive learning environment. 

But to help the school negotiate the challenges of a changing environment we 

need committed people to serve on the governing body. 

Nine of the 16 governors are appointed by the Diocese on the 

recommendation of the Rector after consultation with other governors. At 

present, St Michael’s School is looking for two foundation governors to join 

its governing body, one for now and one for September. Foundation 

governors have a particularly important role in helping to maintain the 

Christian ethos of the school and develop the relationship between the church 

and the school. 

Governors at St Michael’s come from a wide range of backgrounds and bring 

a variety of skills. The governing body meets once or twice a term and 

governors normally sit on one of the committees, which also meet about once 

a term. Attendance at other school events, where possible, is also appreciated. 

There is no financial remuneration, but there is plenty of training available 

from Bracknell Forest Council and the Diocese. 

If you are interested in exploring the idea of becoming a governor, please do 
speak to Sue Campbell, John Castle, Chris Harris or Nicki Ray. You could also 
go to www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/governance/. 

Guest Speaker 
On Sunday 8th April we shall be welcoming Chris Turner of                as guest 

speaker. Chris is a Tearfund representative and lecturer in education. He says 

that he finds Tearfund’s work compelling because: ‘it is about helping those 

who face extreme poverty … all being done in the name of Jesus.’ We look 

forward to his visit. 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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A Christian charity ‘passionate about ending poverty’ 

Today, Tearfund is one of the UK’s leading relief and development 

agencies.  It was born out of the Evangelical Alliance in 1968, an 

organisation that represents Evangelical Churches in the UK. Tearfund 

believes that Christian compassion should be married with practical 

action. It works by identifying local community organizations that are 

expert  in their field of development and partners them to carry out the 

necessary work. Tearfund does not set up expensive offices with 

expatriate staff that draw away the best local talent. 

In 1988, Tearfund’s 20th anniversary, Tearfund established a unit to 

respond to disasters, a subject in which Tearfund pioneers research.  The 

Disaster Response Unit, which is seen as a  milestone in Tearfund’s 

development, was set up in 1994.  In the years following, Tearfund 

became involved in the Rwandan genocide and, in 2004, the southeast 

Asia tsunami. 

Tearfund believes that aid should never be withheld on the basis of race, 

religion or nationality and works toward better Christian–Muslim 

relations. Tearfund campaigns on the issue of injustice and has a 

reputation for being a voice for the voiceless. Since the year 2000 it has 

played a key role in campaigns to cancel overseas debt. 

Tearfund works throughout the world, in Africa, Latin America the 

Middle East and Asia. There is a wonderful interactive map at https://

www.tearfund.org.nz/our-work.aspx that shows where this work is being 

done and gives information about what is being carried out. 
You can make a contribution towards Tearfund’s work by going to the  
‘donate’ panel at the top of this page or by telephoning 020 3906 3906. 

Child refugees from 
Myanmar in the care of 
a Tearfund partner. 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 

the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 

craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 

opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 

welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-

term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 

children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 

Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 

service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 

part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 

arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 

years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 

church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 

invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 

Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 

bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 

young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 

enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place 

you really can come to with small children and not 

worry how they will behave! Refreshments are 

served in the church from 11.00 am; worship begins 

at 11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and 

meet other families and make friends. We need help 

with refreshments and welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 

kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Youth group on Monday evenings from 7.30–8.30 at the Pastoral Centre. 

Separate activities for Years 7–9 and Years 10–13. Contact Liz at 

dave.percival@btinternet.com for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
OK – the title is enough to put anyone off, but in reality the meeting is a really 

important opportunity to engage with all the church is doing, and to have 

your say! It’s on Sunday 29th April at 11.00 am in the Seeby Hall 

The Annual Review will be out shortly and will give you a full impression of 

all that has been going on. But if you come to the meeting you will also hear 

about plans for the year ahead – there are exciting things planned, both 

advancing the mission of the church, and maintaining the building’s fabric . 

This meeting is also where we elect PCC and Deanery Synod members – 

perhaps the Lord is calling you to serve in this capacity, or to nominate one of 

your friends (forms available in the Parish Office) – either way, come to the 

meeting to vote! 

See you there, Dave Percival – PCC Secretary 

What God did next 
What happened after Jesus was raised from the dead and returned to heaven? 

Did it all go quiet?  Not a bit of it!  After Easter the lectionary gives us some 

passages from the early chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, which could be 

renamed ‘the Acts of the Holy Spirit’.  We see the disciples of Jesus become 

the Church – a community who were trying to work out how to live together, 

how to share the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection and how to face 

new challenges. 

The passages we will be looking at in April and early May show us a Church 

that is open to the guidance of the Spirit and willing to respond to the 

challenges and opportunities that present themselves. This included dealing 

with internal issues and questioning their own assumptions. You might like 

to read through the first 12 chapters of Acts for yourself and reflect on what 

we can learn from the experiences of the early Church: what challenges do we 

face, both internally and in the changing world around us? Where is the Spirit 

leading us as a local Church, and as part of the wider Church in this country 

and the world? 

Our reflections will help us to prepare for taking part in the national and 

international initiative ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, between Ascension (10th May) 

and Pentecost (20th May):  nine days of targeted prayer for the world and for 

those we know personally to come to know Jesus as their Saviour. 

John Castle 
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The Winspire project – an update 
Our current total is approximately £65,000. 

The Windows: The Winspire implementation group is now planning the 

detail of the work on the windows. It is in the process of involving the church 

architect, who we will need to make key decisions concerning conservation 

choices. We will then need to make a final decision on a conservator. The 

group have been working hard, collecting estimates for window repair and 

scaffolding, so we are ready for this stage. The faculty is progressing and has 

been approved by the Oxford Diocesan Advisory Committee and is now 

awaiting some final details before it goes to the chancellor. 

The Spire: The group has also been collecting estimates for the repair of the 

tower to aid us in our application to the Heritage Lottery Fund, which we are 

(Continued on page 7) 
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currently writing. We have also asked for an estimate for the repair of the 

tower clock and the renovation of the face, which it would be sensible to do 

while we are repairing the spire. 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Treasurer’s report for the year January to December 2017 

Each quarter of the year I give a brief update of the church’s 

general fund. The general fund is the key fund for the church’s activities. 

All our donations and gifts go to this fund unless the donor very 

specifically asks for them to go to a restricted fund, such as WinSpire, 

Youth Worker, Family Worker etc. All the running expenses of the church 

are paid from the general fund. 

For the year January to December 2017, the actual results are better in the 

general fund in comparison to the same 12 months last year. Our budget 

for 2017 was to break even and if you look at the table you will see that 

our income nearly equalled expenses, which means we came very very 

close! This is a very good result, so thank you all. 

In addition, people have been very generous in giving money to a number 

of restricted funds, but please don’t forget the general fund! At the APCM 

full accounts will be prepared and presented. 

Jon Toohey 

  Actual: Jan–Dec 
 2017 

Actual: Jan–Dec 
2016 

Giving (and tax 
recovered) 

86232 88418 

Other income 64832 55906 

Income 151064 144325 

Expenses -142259 -144325 

Charitable giving 
planned 

-8867 -9955 

Expenses -151126 -146750 

Net income / -loss -62 -2425 
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Fundraising: We continue to be very grateful for all those people within the 

church and community who have contributed in some way towards the 

project. We continue to look for grant support and have a number of 

applications in progress. We received £2,000 from All Churches Trust in 

January and have recently received a further £2,000 from Berkshire Historic 

Churches Trust.  

Please keep looking in the newsletter for forthcoming events, which will 

include a barn dance (28th April) and a flower-arranging demonstration 

evening (28th June). 

Thank you again for your support. Do have a look at the Winspire page on 

the website to see what is happening. 

Sue Campbell, Winspire Working Group 

Calling all Evensongers 
I make no excuse for repeating my appeal from last month. We could do with 

at least one more person to help at choral/sung evensongs by handing out 

service sheets etc. If you attend that service regularly and feel you could help 

please do have a word with me or one of the churchwardens. You would 

only be ‘on duty’ about four times a year. 

Chris Harris 

On the social side 
Firstly, sincere thanks go to Mike and Christine for producing another set of 

impossible quiz questions – at least they were for me but, thankfully, not 

everyone! Thanks also to those who organised the evening, and to The 

Golden Fry in Crowthorne who managed to produce the required number of 

suppers exactly on time. And, of course, thank you to all those who came 

along – it`s clear that people really enjoyed the evening and we raised over 

£750 for church funds. 

Our next two events are both in support of WinSpire. On Saturday 28th April 

we will be holding a Barn Dance with dancing to the Aldbrickham band. 

Tickets cost £14 adult, £7 child, with a family ticket at £40 (2A + 3C). This 

includes a ploughman’s supper, which will be served from 7.00 pm. Dancing 

will start from about 8.00 pm and with a short break will continue to 10.30 

pm. Tickets for this event are now on sale from members of the social 

committee or the Parish Office. On Thursday 28th June there will be a Flower 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the May 

edition is 23rd April. 

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Coffee Rota 

  1 April Sheridan Cremer-Evans Ann Harris 

  8 April Betty Wilson Alan Bunton 

15 April Ann Weston Ann Harris 

22 April Janet Pilbeam Jo Arthy 

29 April Hilary Smith Val Brown 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 28th April 
7.00 pm Pastoral Centre Barn dance 

(see p6) 

Tickets are 
available from 
the Social 
Committee 

Thur 28th June 
7.15 for 7.45 pm Pastoral Centre 

Flower 
arranging 
demonstration 

Tickets: £12 

Demonstration evening on the theme of ‘Summer Love’. This will be hosted 

by Annette Urquhart, who is a well known and highly regarded local NAFAS 

(National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies) demonstrator and 

judge. Tickets for this event will cost £12, which include a glass of wine, and 

are available from Ann Harris, Jennie Hulbert or, as usual, the Parish Office. 

Doors will open at 7.15 pm for a 7.45 start. 

I will arrange another parish lunch for early June. The date will be published 

next month – it will be at the Bird in Hand again. And, finally, having 

reduced our stocks somewhat, we are able to accept donations for the Book 

Stall. Paperbacks are preferred, which should be in good, clean condition 

please, but we cannot accept magazines of any kind. Thank you. 

Chris Harris, Social Committee 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 8.00 pm Rebecca Brown 
Arcum Lodge, 130 High St 

01252 878747 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 
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Sunday 1st April – Easter Day – Theme: Easter surprise 

John 20:1–18 (p1089) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion; Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 (p1155) 

10.00 am Joint Parish Communion and Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Saturday 7th April – Wedding 

  2.00 pm Robin Biggs and Urairat Dunbar 

Sunday 8th April – 2nd of Easter – Theme: Practising what you preach 

Acts 4:32–35 (p1096); John 20:19–31 (p1089) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Hallie Strzadala 

  6.30 pm No service 

 Sunday 15th April – 3rd of Easter – Theme: Children of God 

Acts 3:12–19 (p1095); 1 John 3:1–7 (p1226); Luke 24:36b–48 (p1062) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am  Family Service and Baptism of Josie Mossom 

 Theme: Believe it or not …  Reading: John 20:19–31 (p1089) 

  6.30 pm No service 

Saturday 21st April – Wedding 

  2.00 pm Craig Bills and Eleanor Hughes Jones 

Sunday 22nd April – 4th of Easter – Theme: The power of Christ 

Acts 4:5–22 (p1095); John 10:11–18 (p1076) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community feel) 

11.30 am No service 

  6.30 pm Sung Evensong – Theme: Manna from Heaven 

 Readings: Exodus 16:1–15 (p73); Revelation 2:12–17 (p1234) 

Sunday 29th April – 5th of Easter – Theme: Philip and the Ethiopian 

Acts 8:26–40 (p1101); John 15:1–8 (p1083) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.30 am No service 

  6.30 pm No service 

 A PR I L  CH URCH  SERV I CES  

Cha r i t y :  T e a r f un d   
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

Photographs taken by Mike 
Arthy at the community 
lunch on 25th February. 

Community Lunch 


