
  

‘Christians don’t have problems’ 
‘How are you?’ ‘Fine.’ But are you? Understandably, we don’t like admitting 

to other people that we’re struggling with something. Is life getting on top of 

you? Are you finding it hard to cope with the needs of family members (old 

or young)? Can’t seem to find time to pray or go to church? Are you suffering 

from loneliness, anxiety, addictive behaviours? Having doubts about your 

faith? Are things not going well in your marriage? 

Human beings are social animals. God never intended us to have to cope with 

our problems on our own. Above all, as Christians, we should be able to seek 

support from other Christians, or from a priest or other ‘professional’. But all 

too often we are kept from doing so by pride, embarrassment or fear of what 

others will think. 

‘Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christ’ (Galatians 6:2). We’re all fallible, and we all have problems. Let’s get 

the help and support we need from others, and also see who around us could 

do with a listening ear, or the assurance of our prayers. 

John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board, and for Michael Young, Mark 

Barrett and Carina Histed, whose funerals took place in April. 

St Michael’s News May 2018 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday and Friday 10.00 am–2.00 pm; Thursday 
9.45 am–1.45 pm.  Open for counselling: Wednesday 9.45 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

Marking the centenary of the end of World War One 
One of the ways we are marking the centenary of the end of World War One 
is by creating a cascade of poppies around the World War One memorial in 
church. We would like everyone in Sandhurst, young and old, to make a 
poppy, however they like and with whatever materials they wish to use. 
Between the second weekend of September and Remembrance weekend, we 
want you to bring in your poppy and either attach it to the cascade or to leave 
it to us to attach it for you. After you have made your poppy, if you have any 
spare red paper, felt, wool, fabric and buttons (for the centre) left over, we 
would be grateful for donations so that others can use them without buying 
new. If you are creatively challenged, then please write the name of someone 
who lost their life in World War One on a piece of ribbon in permanent 
marker; the ribbon will then be used to attach the poppies to the cascade. Any 
questions please speak to Catherine Wilkins or Emma Hodge. 

Youth Team 
What can I say? The youth programme began for me with the Easter half-

night vigil. This has now led to a program with a varied mixture of faith, fun 

and trips. The team is supporting young people to attend the Yellow Braces 

diocese youth weekend, 6th–8th July. So, as this is only the beginning for me 

as the youth worker please watch this space. Rob will be organising another 

walking trip. The main point for me is to please please, please pray for the 

young people and the leaders. Both groups are important and need your 

support. The leaders give time and energy for the young people. The young 

people are the future of the Church. 

Mike Gower 

Churchyard Working Party, Saturday May 26th from 9.30 am 
We are having one of our occasional working parties to 

undertake various maintenance work in the churchyard: 

cutting hedges, strimming surrounds, burning green waste, 

painting benches etc. This will be held on Saturday morning 

May 26th from 9.30 am. Please come if you can and let me 

know by ringing me on 01344 775881 or emailing hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk) 

Thank you, Peter Hulbert 

PS If you would also like to help in the churchyard on a more regular basis 
by joining our grass cutting team, I would be very pleased to hear from you! 

Please see also p9. 
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Opportunities to make a difference in our community 

Here are two ways you could represent St Michael’s Church by getting 

involved in the community. If neither are for you, please pray about who 

might be suitable for these positions, and maybe give them a nudge too! 

St Michael’s School Foundation Governors (two needed) 

Governors come from a wide range of backgrounds and bring a variety of 

skills. The governing body meets once or twice a term and governors 

normally sit on one of the committees, which also meet about once a term. 

Attendance at other school events, where possible, is also appreciated. 

There is no financial remuneration, but there is plenty of training available 

from Bracknell Forest Council and the Diocese. 

If you are interested in exploring the idea of becoming a governor, please 

do speak to Sue Campbell, John Castle, Chris Harris or Nicki Ray. You 

could also go to www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/governance/ . 

Sandhurst Counselling Service – new Trustee needed 

The Sandhurst Counselling Service (SCS) was set up by our church, and 

three of its five trustees are nominated by the PCC. We are constantly 

challenged, both by the demand for counselling, often from very needy 

people, and by the need to be searching for funding from various grant-

making bodies. Amid all this we aim to run a well-managed, professional 

service that helps people regardless of their ability to pay. The Trustees 

meet about four times a year, but other work of governance, fundraising 

etc goes on in between. 

You don’t have to be an expert on counselling to be a Trustee. The skills 

you bring from business or voluntary work can be profitably used in 

running a small charity. For more information, please speak to Dave 

Percival, Peter Hulbert or Fay Kidd, or e-mail 

info@sandhurstcounselling.org. 

Discovery Evening, Wednesday 16th May 
This is an opportunity to find out more about the vision of our church and 

how we try to put it into practice; who does what, how we do it (and pay for 

it), and how you can be more involved. Meet others over a drink and hear 

more about our church, 8.00 pm to 9.30 in the Upper Room, the Pastoral 

Centre. Ideally, please let the office know you’re coming – or just turn up! 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 

the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 

craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 

opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 

welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-

term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 

children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 

Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 

month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 

service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 

part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 

arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 

years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 

church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 

invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 

Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 

bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 

young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 

enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 

month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 

action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place 

you really can come to with small children and not 

worry how they will behave! Refreshments are 

served in the church from 11.00 am; worship begins 

at 11.15 am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and 

meet other families and make friends. We need help 

with refreshments and welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 

kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Weekday Youth Activities. 
Youth group on Monday evenings from 7.30–8.30 at the Pastoral Centre. 

Separate activities for Years 7–9 and Years 10–13. Contact Liz at 

dave.percival@btinternet.com for more information. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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The church in the field 
On Saturday 23rd June there is a big community event in Sandhurst: the RMA 

Freedom of the Borough March. We are joining with our sister churches to run 

a Prayer Tent, and need VOLUNTEERS to help with: 

• Setting up from 9am that morning, including transporting tent, tables 

and resources to the site, in preparation for the opening at 12.00pm. 

• Preparation of materials and resources, working with Angela Harper. 

The theme of the prayer space is ʹFreedomʹ. 

• Giving an hour or so during the afternoon to be in the tent, welcoming 

people and having a friendly chat 

• Taking tent down and transporting resources from the field. 

Please get in touch with Angela, e-mail familyworker@stmichaels-

sandhurst.org.uk or telephone/text 07456 190201. 

Come & Join Us to watch the Royal Wedding & share a brunch together! 
Welcome drinks from 11.30 am at St Michael’s Pastoral Centre, ends at 2.30 pm 

Children’s Activities, Wedding Cake and Brunch 

Find out more about the ‘5 Languages of Love’ 

Tickets available from the office: £5 per family or call Angela on 07456 190201 
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Lots of fun and plenty to 
eat at Spring Harvest. 

The choir’s new CD is now available from the office or, on a Sunday 

morning, from Ken Wilkins. It is chock-full of beautiful music and not to be 

missed. At £10 per copy it is a bargain. 

Spring Harvest 
Spring Harvest is a Christian conference for people of all ages, which takes 

place at Butlins, Minehead and two other locations in the Easter holidays. 

This year 14 people (adults, children and teenagers) went from St Michael’s.  

There are special activities for children in which they learn about the 

Christian faith in ways that make it real to them, all-age services for families, 

and in addition many of the Butlins facilities (rides, swimming pool with 

flumes etc) are open.   

For adults there are amazing opportunities to hear great Bible teaching, take 

part in vibrant worship with thousands of other Christians, and attend 

sessions on practical aspects of daily living, current issues, family life etc. 

The Butlins accommodation is comfortable, and offers half-board or self-

catering options.  

We would love for many more people from our church to give it a try, and 
come back refreshed and inspired. In 2019 we will be going to the conference 
at Minehead from Tuesday 9th to Saturday 13th April, which is the first 
week of the school holidays, and the week before Palm Sunday. We will be 
holding a meeting for those interested in finding out more in the next few 
weeks. Please contact Rosaria Toohey qn rosariatoohey@aol.com or 01344 
773617 if you’d like to attend this meeting or would like more information. 
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What makes the Church Mission Society different? 

 ‘We are part of a mission community to encourage each other and 
work together – to pray together, learn together and participate 
together in mission.’  

The May charity is the Church Mission Society (CMS), which was founded 

in a London pub in 1799 and whose work can be seen throughout the 

world. CMS says that its task was then and is today to find and train 

missionaries and to support and sustain them in their work. William 

Wilberforce, the prominent anti-slavery campaigner, was the society’s first 

vice-president. Initially, the society hoped that Church of England clergy 

would volunteer to be missionaries, but the earliest missionaries were, in 

fact, German Lutheran pastors. 

CMS sees itself as ‘a community of people who have been set free to 

follow God’s call in mission’. The society gives an opportunity to go to 

tough places and offer pastoral, medical and education care. At the 

beginning of 2016 CMS had 151 mission partners in 30 countries and 62 

local partners in 26 countries serving in Africa, Asia, Europe and the 

Middle East.  

Please donate by going to https://churchmissionsociety.org/ways-give. 

This Toilet has been Twinned 
Anyone using the ladies’ toilet in the Pastoral Centre may have noticed a 

framed picture of a small rustic-looking building and wondered why it’s 

there. Well, for many years, instead of buying Christmas gifts, members of St 

Michael’s Belles have pooled their money to donate to various charities. We 

have supported Send a Cow, funding not only cows but also goats and 

chickens. Oxfam Unwrapped supplied schoolbooks, and Crisis at Christmas and 

the local food bank have benefited more recently. 

One of our most successful ventures was, for four consecutive years, to invest 

in Lend with Care. Our initial investment to three third-world entrepreneurs 

was repaid, allowing us to reinvest. As repayments are made we no longer 

put in new money but keep finding opportunities to support new initiatives 

with these repayments. Over the years, a total of £789.97 has been reinvested 

helping 33 new businesses. This is a truly worthwhile charity, which we 

commend to you. 
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So, back to the picture in the ladies loo. Our latest ‘Secret Santa’, in December 

2017 was to support Toilet Twinning, a Tearfund initiative. Our money has 

supplied a latrine to Kasongo in the Democratic Republic of Congo. These 

toilets aren’t just about better health but privacy, dignity and safety and we’re 

pleased to have played a small part in helping to provide this. 

St Michael’s Belles 

On the social side 
Our next Parish Lunch will be on Sunday 10th June at the Bird-in-Hand, 

seated by 12.30 pm. I have booked 22 places so if you would like to come 

along, please let me know as soon as possible on 01252 871881 or 

craeharris@waitrose.com. Tickets are now on sale for the Flower 

Demonstration evening on Thursday 28th June in the Pastoral Centre. The 

theme will be ‘Summer Love’, and the evening will be hosted by Annette 

Urquhart, who is a well-known and highly regarded local NAFAS (National 

Association of Flower Arrangement Societies) demonstrator and judge. 

Tickets cost £12, which include a glass of wine, are available from Ann Harris, 

Jennie Hulbert or the Parish Office. Doors will open at 7.15 pm for a 7.45 start. 

Parking will be available at the school. Proceeds will go to support WinSpire. 

The Book Stall continues to produce a useful income – there was £7 in the 
honesty box recently – and we appreciate your donations of good, clean 
books, preferably paperbacks. But, please, NO magazines of any kind. Thank 
you, Chris Harris, Social Committee 
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House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 8.00 pm Rebecca Brown 
Arcum Lodge, 130 High St 

01252 878747 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 25 Templar Close 



10 

Coffee Rota 

  6 May Jenny Piggin Wendy Grafton 

13 May   Steph Martin Ann Weston 

20 May   Anne Clough Peter Clough 

27 May   Betty Wilson Di Pullar 

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the June 

edition is 28th May. 

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Wed 16th May 
8.00–9.30 pm 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Discovery 
Evening 

See p3 

Sat 19th May 
from 11.30 am 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Harry & Meghan 
Wedding 
Breakfast 

See p5 

Weekend 
beginning  
25th May 

 
Big Church  
Day Out 

Angela Harper 
(07456 190201) 

Sun 10th June 
12.30 pm 

Bird in Hand Parish Lunch 
Chris Harris 
(01252 871881) 

Thur 28th June 
7.15 for 7.45 pm 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Flower arranging 
demonstration 

Tickets: £12 
Parish Office 

Sun 13th May 
3.00 pm 

From:  
St Michael’s 
Pastoral 
Centre 

Thy Kingdom 
Come Prayer 
Walk 

John Castle 
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Sunday 6th May – 6th of Easter – Theme: Reaching out to all 

Acts 10:1–23 (p1103); John 15:9–17 (p1083) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service – Theme: Everyone is important 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Thursday 10 May – Ascension – Theme: Ascension 

Acts 1:1–11 (p1092); Luke 24:44–53 (p1062) 

  8.00 pm Holy Communion 

Sunday 13th May – 7th of Easter -– Theme: The praying community 

Acts 1:15-17 (p1092), 21–26 (p1093); John 17:6–19 (p1085) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Samuel Barker 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at Methodist Church 

Sunday 20th May – Pentecost –Theme: The Spirit of God 

Acts 2:1–21 (p1093); John 15:26–27 (p1083), 16:4b–15 (p1084) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

Guest speaker: Isaac Frisby of CMS 

11.30 am Family Service and Holy Communion – Theme: Mission impossible? 

  6.30 pm Memorial Service 

Sunday 27th May – Trinity Sunday – Theme: The Majesty of God 

Isaiah 6:1–8 (p690); Romans 8:12–17 (p1134); John 3:1–17 (p1065) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Alfie Sayers 

  6.30 pm No service 

 M AY  CHUR CH  S ERV I CES  
Char ity: Church Miss ion Soc iety 


