
  

The 1% challenge 

A new year and what do you plan in the aftermath of the Christmas spending 

and eating? Is it the year that you tackle something that you have always been 

saying you will do – the promise that starts to fade by the end of the month? 

How about a personal challenge to learn about your faith – whether it is 

about going to a church group or finding a prayer partner? What about 

praying for an extra minute each day? As you enter a new year just increase 

by one per cent all you are doing. It is about increasing your faith. The song 

lines ‘be bold, be strong for the Lord your God is with you’ come to mind as I 

write this. I will leave you with 1 Peter 3:15.  

But in your hearts honour Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 

make a defence to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 

yet do it with gentleness and respect. 

Make 2019 your 1% year.  

Mike Gower 

Please pray for those on the prayer board, for those being baptised here this 

month and for Brenda Penfold, whose funeral took place in December. 

St Michael’s News January 2019 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10.00 am–1.30  pm 
Open for Counselling: Wednesday 10.00 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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800 years of Christian Worship 
 The first mention of a church on our site was in 1220. To mark eight hundred 

years of continuous Christian worship on the same site there will be a variety 

celebrations. They will start at Michaelmas (29th September) 2019 and will 

continue until the end of 2020. The celebrations will include a flower festival 

over the Michaelmas weekend in 2020, as well as several events which utilise 

the gifts that members of the congregation have been given. If you have an 

idea then please contact either Catherine Wilkins or Emma Hodge. 

St Michael’s School Foundation Governors (4 needed) 

How much do you care that local children 

should have a great education within the 

context of a church school? St Michael’s 

School is a Church Voluntary-Aided School, 

which means that half of the governors are appointed by the Church. At the 

moment we are looking to fill four vacancies. If you would be willing to offer 

your time and the expertise you have acquired through your work and life 

experience (not necessarily in education), we would be very pleased to hear 

from you. 

Governors come from a wide range of backgrounds and bring a variety of 

skills. You would need to be available for about 3–4 meetings a term. 

Attendance at other school events, where possible, is also appreciated. There 

is no financial remuneration, but there is plenty of training available from 

Bracknell Forest Council and the Diocese. 

If you are interested in exploring the idea of becoming a governor, please do 
speak to Sue Campbell, John Castle or Nicki Ray. You could also go to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/governance/.   

Listening Course 
Many of us know the difference it makes when 

someone really listens to us. Being well listened to 

can be a life-changing experience, and yet sadly also 

one which is comparatively rare in our busy world. 

Would you like to become a better listener? 

Just Listen!  is a course in two sessions on how to 

listen to others, to God and to ourselves.  It will be 

taking place at St John’s Church, Crowthorne on 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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two Wednesday evenings, 30th January and 6th February, from 7.30 to 

9.30 pm. For more information, and to register for the course, please contact 

Steph Martin on 01252 873316 or stephmartin@btopenworld.com or contact 

Rev. John Castle. 

Charitable Support for 2019 and 2020 

The policy of St Michael and all Angels is to give away ten per cent of our 

giving to a range of charities. In addition to the regular giving, we also 

support other charities by means of lent appeals, specific fundraising 

activities (such as for Children’s Society by carol singing and Christingle 

collections), as well as practical support by having a donations box for the 

local food bank.  

The charities which will receive a percentage of our income over the next two 

years are the following.  

 

Each month, a charity will have a particular focus and these will include a 

combination of presentations, newsletter articles, displays and speakers. 

We also realise that God often puts particular charities and causes on people’s 

hearts and the church wishes to support people putting their faith into action 

through various charities after consultation with the Rector and 

churchwardens.  

Bell repairs 
(This article should have appeared earlier.  My apologies, Jim) 

On the 11th and 12th September we had the repair and maintenance of the 

bells at St Michaelʹs carried out by Ian Hasman, a bell hanger from Nicholson 

Engineering, and David Bradshaw, a volunteer from the Oxford Diocesan 

Charity Geographic area of work 

Compassion International 

Tearfund International 

Retrak International 

CMS (Church Mission Society) National and International 

Barnabas Fund National and International 

Sandhurst Counselling Service Local 

Dr Howard Stilliard Memorial Fund Local 

St Michael’s Hardship Fund Local 

(Continued on page 5) 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 
the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 
craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 
opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 
welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-
term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 
children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 
Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 
service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 
part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 
arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 
years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 
invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 
Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 
bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 
young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 
enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 
month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 
action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 
with small children and not worry how they will 
behave! Refreshments are served in the church from 
11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 
45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make 
friends. We need help with refreshments and 
welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 
kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Youth Activities 
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, in the Pastoral Centre, 
for any young people aged 11–18 years old. Sunday morning REACH is 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. Contact Liz and 
Mike 07591240161. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Guild, with Cliff and Derek in attendance lending a hand. We are now able to 

ring all six bells again for the first time in six months and did in time for the 

wedding on 15th September. The work has been paid for out of St Michaelʹs 

bell ringersʹ own fund together with a grant from the Sonning Deanery 

Branch of the Guild. We were impressed by the expertise and dedication 

shown by Ian, which included him getting into some very awkward places. It 

was an enlightening experience working with him. 

It is stressed that this is very much interim maintenance and a full restoration 

is overdue. We are working towards planning for this to happen in three 

years’ time. The bells will have to be removed, taken to the works for turning 

through 90 degrees, tuning, the fitting of new clappers, and of new 

headstocks and then refitting in the tower. The cost of this will be in the 

region of £40,000 and we shall be actively pursuing all sources of fundraising 

and grants to meet this objective. 

In the meantime we have now reinstated Monday evening practices 7:30  pm 

to 9:00  pm and invite new recruits both from within the church and from the 

wider Sandhurst community to come and learn this 400-year-old traditionally 

English art, helping to keep it alive for future generations. 

Derek Palmer 

Tearfund’s work in Yemen 
Tearfund, which is this month’s charity, regularly reports on its work on the 

internet. My eye was caught by the report on Yemen. Tearfund states that the 

(Continued from page 3) 

Ian Hasman of Nicholson 
Engineering maintaining 
St Michael’s bells. 
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World Food Programme has declared that the situation in Yemen amounts 

to the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.  

The country is devastated by years of civil war and over 20 million people 

are in need of aid. The population is riddled with disease and although 

cholera is not the threat that it was, there are still over one million cases of 

the disease. Thirty per cent of the cases are among children according to the 

World Health Organisation. Because of poor sanitation, a second epidemic 

is thought likely . 

Hospitals in rural areas have only the simplest equipment and staff 

numbers are low because salaries are not being paid. Here, a Tearfund 

partner has stepped in with increased supplies of medication and money to 

pay and train staff. Tearfund has also become involved in the provision of 

clean water and sanitation equipment to reduce the incidence of disease. 

Last year, Tearfund celebrated its 50th anniversary and marked the occasion 

with a programme of financial giving and prayer to end extreme poverty. 

There were also a number of events around the country to mark the 

anniversary, notably a service in Coventry Cathedral led by the Archbishop 

of Canterbury, Justin Welby. 

To read more about Tearfund’s work in Yemen, search the internet for 
‘famine looming in war-torn Yemen – Tearfund’. You will also be able to 
find information on the web about Tearfund’s work elsewhere.  

Exploring faith for adults, teens and children 
Mike Gower’s front page article encourages us to make some decisions 

about where we’re going spiritually this year. Here are some of the 

opportunities that our church offers us to explore faith more deeply, in 

addition to the usual weekly house groups and Sunday activities for young 

people and children.   

Adults The Start Course is a 6-week course about basic Christian beliefs, 

using short DVD programmes and discussion. 

 The Moving On course looks at what being a Disciple of Jesus 

means in all aspects of our lives (same format as Start). 

Teenagers Youth Emmaus is a discussion-based course in 13 units that 

enables young people of secondary school age to get to grips 

with what it means to be a Christian. For some, the journey 

may include Confirmation. 
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Children Welcome to the Lord’s Table is a course for children of primary 

school age to prepare them for receiving Holy Communion. (NB 

this is NOT a preparation for Confirmation.)  

All of these courses are run as and when there is sufficient demand. Please 
contact the Rector or the Parish Office to express interest, or speak to one of 
the youth or children’s leaders regarding Youth Emmaus or Welcome to the 
Lord’s Table.  For those adults and  service with the Bishop of Oxford at St 
Michael’s on Sunday 14th July. 

On the social side 
Just a brief piece this month to remind you that our Annual Quiz will be held 

on Saturday 2nd March, with Chris and Mike Blackman acting as inquisitors. 

Doors will open at 6.30  pm so we can start the question rounds promptly at 

7.00 pm. The price of tickets will be the same as last year – £12 for adults, £6 

for children under 18, The ticket price will also include a chicken and chips 

supper (or fish or sausage or a vegetarian cheese and onion pasty) or £6 for a 

‘no-food’ option. Please bring your own drinks and glasses. Tickets will be 

available in mid-January from the social committee or the Parish Office. As 

usual, teams will be of eight people, so if you can make up your own team 

please do, or we can put teams together on the night. 

Chris Harris, Social Committee  

Becoming a more pastoral church – your contribution? 
Whose responsibility is pastoral care in our church? Is it just the clergy? If so, 

we will only ever be able to scratch the surface. But if it’s everyone’s 

responsibility, and everyone decides to take a share, the potential impact is 

massive!   

How many people do you think would come along to church if only someone 

would give them a lift? Other churches have a rota of volunteers who do this 

– why don’t we? How many people who are sick or bereaved would value a 

visit from someone in the church? What about those who can’t get to church 

but would like to receive communion at home? 

As long as most people think these are jobs ‘someone else’ should be doing, 

we won’t make any progress. But I know there are people in our congregation 

who could help. Would you be willing to be one of them? 

Maybe you are reluctant to tie yourself down too much, or you think you lack 

specialist skills. Let me reassure you that you will always be free to decide 
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when and how often you will help, and that most pastoral work is simply 

about being friendly and caring. For those who’d like to improve their 

listening skills we will be running a two-session course on 30th January and 

6th February (see notice on p2). This is open to everyone, whether or not 

you want to commit to visiting. 

Our time is one of our most precious commodities, but even a few minutes 

having a friendly chat or picking someone up for church can make a 

difference that is out of all proportion to the small sacrifice you have made.  

Please fill in a form at the back of church and make your contribution. 

Thank you!  John Castle 

Gift Tree Project, Christmas 2018 
This Advent, St Michael’s teamed up with Bracknell Forest Early Help team 

to make sure 45 local needy children had a good Christmas. Members of the 

congregation took a gift tag containing the age and sex of a child, bought a 

suitable present and returned it to the church. 

The gifts were distributed by the Bracknell Forest team in time for 

Christmas. A big thank you to everyone who took part, and to Katy Robson-

Malone who masterminded the project at the St Michael’s end!  

The gifts for local children were dedicated at our Christingle service. 
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House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 8.00 pm Rebecca Brown 
Arcum Lodge, 130 High St 

01252 878747 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Collections for the Children’s Society 
In December our charity focus for prayer was the Children’s Society, and we 

had a very informative and challenging talk from Janet Rogers, who is an 

official speaker for the Society as well as being one of our assistant organists. 

As usual there were various fundraising efforts on their behalf, which raised 

a total of £1,088.55 from the following events: 

Christingle Service £259.18 

Street carol singing £232.32 

Pub carol singing by the choir £229.33 

Choir carolling at Sandhurst Lodge £116.80 

Little Sandhurst Nursery Nativity  £82.78 

Miscellaneous  £168.14 

A big thank you to everyone involved! 

100 Club Draw December 2018 
1st Prize:    Mr Michael Sherren No 117 £20 

2nd Prize:    Mrs Georgina Castle No 9 £10 

£33 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 2nd March Pastoral Centre Quiz See p7 

30th January & 
6th February, 7.30
–9.30 pm  

St John’s, 
Crowthorne 

Just Listen!  

Coffee Rota   

6 Jan George Castle Rosemary Dobson 

13 Jan Gill Robertson Joy Alexander 

20 Jan Ann H -Davies Ruth Eve 

27 Jan Dorothy Hill Jennie Rolfe 

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the 

February edition is 28th January.  

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 
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J ANUARY  CHU RC H  SERV I C ES  

Cha r i t y :  T e a r f un d  

Sunday 6th January – Epiphany – Theme: The Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1–6 (p746); MaPhew 2:1–12 (p966) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 13th January – 2nd of Epiphany – Theme: The Baptism  

of Christ 

Isaiah 43:1–7 (p728); Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 (p1029) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Jack Nicholson and Freya Kenward 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 20th January – 3rd of Epiphany – Theme: Water into wine 

Isaiah  62:1–5 (p748); John 2:1–11 (p1064) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service (Theme: St Paul’s Conversion) 
Baptism of Rosina Kyeremeh  

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at St George’s 

Sunday 27th January – 4th of Epiphany – Theme: Manifesto of the 

Kingdom 

Nehemiah 8:1–10 (p492); Luke 4:14–21 (p1031) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community) 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong – Theme: The Conversion of Saul 

 Readings: Jeremiah :4–10 (p755); Acts 9:1–22 (p1102) 
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Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

  Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Christingle 2018 

Above: the Christingle band 

Left: making Christingles 


