
  

Come ye thankful people come 
The end of September beginning of October is traditionally the season of the 

year when we give thanks to God for the fruits of harvest which we enjoy. 

This year at St Michael’s we especially give thanks for fruits of a different 

kind. On 29th September we begin the year-long celebration of 800 years of 

Christian worship on the site where our present church building stands. Each 

of our lives is made up of past, present and future and so too is our corporate 

life as a church community. At the beginning of this time of celebration we 

look back and give thanks for all those whose Christian worship and witness 

have sown the seeds of faith, nurtured the growth of Christian values and 

belief in this local community, and handed on down through the generations 

the good news of the Gospel. The present life of this church owes so much to 

the foundations laid by those whose lives have been an influence for good in 

their own time; and that is important to note, because it reminds us that we 

have a responsibility not only to this generation but to those who will come 

after us. The words of Timothy Dudley-Smith’s hymn ‘Lord for the years’ 

encompass thanksgiving for our heritage and our present work and worship, 

and our rededication for the future. 

Revd Jane Kraft 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised here this 

month. Please pray for Norman Barrett and Arthur Young, whose funerals took 

place in September. 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

St Michael’s churchyard. 
There will be a churchyard working party on Saturday morning 26th October 

from 9.30 am. We will be trimming some of the hedges, tidying up the 

surrounds and pathways and having what is 

everyone’s favourite activity – a bonfire, weather 

permitting! 

As ever, many hands make light work, and help 

would be much appreciated. Please let the Church 

Office know if you can come, or email me on 

hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk. Thank you, Peter Hulbert 

On the social side 
Sunday 29th September is your last chance to buy tickets for our Harvest 
Supper, on Saturday 5th October, with entertainment provided by ‘John`s 
Jazz’. Full details about the event can be found in church and on the web-site. 
Tickets are available from the social committee or the office, priced at £14 
adults, £7 children or £40 family (Max 2A + 3C). Looking further ahead, our 
(nearly) Advent Fair will be held on Sunday 17th November, from 8.30 to 
11.30 am. There will be all the usual stalls, so lots of lovely craft items, jams 
and preserves, stamps at special prices etc. will be available. This is a chance 
to do some early Christmas shopping without going on-line or waving your 
credit card around – we take cash! Finally, I hope to arrange another Parish 
Lunch before Christmas. 

100 Club Draw August 2019 
1st Prize:    Mrs Val Travers No 100 £20 

2nd Prize:   Mr Brandon Ashton No 34 £10 

£30 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 

Are science and religion compatible? 
This is an interesting enough question for Christians. But what do Muslims 
think, or people of other faiths? Bracknell Forest Faith and Belief Forum 

invites you to hear short talks on this topic by 
representatives of different faiths (including 
Christianity!) at an event for Interfaith Week, on 
Thursday 14th November at St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1BE. Doors 
open 7.00 pm, event starts 7.30 pm. 
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Afternoon tea 
Towards the end of September, Angela, our family worker, organised a 

fabulous tea party for some of the ladies in the church. We all met on Sunday 

afternoon 22nd September, and hope to do so again in the future. If there are 

any ladies who might be interested in joining us next time, please let Angie or 

myself know.  

Rosaria Toohey 

Cleaner wanted 
We need a cleaner for the church south aisle, ideally two people to share the 

role. If interested, please speak to Emma. 

Lent Appeal 
What local charity would you like us to support for Lent next year? Please 
place your suggestions in the black box at the back of church or give to 
Emma. 

Ladies’ afternoon tea at Riseley Village Tea Room 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 
the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 
craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 
opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 
welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-
term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 
children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 
Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 
service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 
part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 
arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 
years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 
invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 
Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 
bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 
young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 
enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 
month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 
action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 
with small children and not worry how they will 
behave! Refreshments are served in the church from 
11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 
45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make 
friends. We need help with refreshments and 
welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 
kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Youth Activities 
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, in the Pastoral Centre, 
for any young people aged 11–18 years old. Sunday morning REACH is 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. Contact Liz and 
Mike 07591240161. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Science and Christian Faith 
The talk on Climate Change advertised above is one of a series of talks that 

bring science and the Christian faith together. The website www.science-

faith-issues.org/timeline.htm has a number of previous talks available to 

listen to, some with an accompanying PowerPoint, such as the excellent talk 

in February 2019 on ‘Chaos, Chance and the Character of God’ by Paul Ewart, 

former Professor of Physics at Oxford University. 
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Hymns of the month 
The two hymns we feature this month were originally both much 

longer. The stories behind them are very different.   

We Plough the Fields and Scatter 
It may be hard to imagine a Harvest festival without ‘We Plough the 

Fields and Scatter’, but did you know that it was based on poem 

written by a German Journalist and Philosopher, Matthias Claudius 

(1740–1815), who never had any intention of writing a hymn!  

Matthias Claudius wrote a poem called ‘Paul Erdmann’s Feast’. The 

original poem is 17 stanzas long and depicts friends coming over to 

Paul Erdmann’s house and enjoying themselves. It praises both Paul 

Erdmann for his hospitality and God as the ultimate source of the feast. 

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  
This hymn originally had 18 verses – the seventh verse has now become 

verse one of the hymn we now sing. It was written in 1749 by Charles 

Wesley for the eleventh anniversary of his renewal of faith and is said to 

have been inspired by Peter Bohler, a Moravian scholar, who said: 

‘Had I a thousand tongues, I would praise Him with them all.’ Charles 

Wesley was one of the founders of Methodism and a prolific hymn 

writer. 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  8 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y   

Christmas HOST appeal 

HOST UK arranges one-day and weekend visits for 
International students all year round, with three-night visits 
during the festive season. Such hospitality is greatly sought 
after and valued by students far from home, whose only 
alternative may be a lonely hall of residence. 

Our festive season does not just mean Christmas but can also mean weekends 
in the run up to Christmas and New Year. Your guest will be someone 
curious to experience British life, with all its special traditions and culture 
and keen to share the traditions of their home country. Your hospitality will 
be a unique gift, a treasured memory and rewarding in so many ways. 

Please consider opening your home and heart to an international student and 
remember that if the festive season is difficult for you, we do operate all year 
round, so hosting can become one of your New Year Resolutions! 

If you would like to know more, please go to our website www.hostuk.org or 
leave us a message on: http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost. 
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Visit to the Houses of Parliament. 
On 9th September I went on a trip to Westminster, 

organised by the constituency office of Dr Phillip 

Lee, the MP for Bracknell constituency. For a mere 

£15, we were taken to the Houses of Parliament by 

coach, and were treated to a guided tour by one of 

the official guides, which covered the history of 

the Parliament and a tour of both the Commons 

and the Lords. Phillip Lee met with us for about 

45 minutes, explained his own stance on Brexit 

and answered questions. Then we had the 

opportunity to sit in the public gallery for 40 

minutes of debate in the Commons before 

boarding our coach and returning to Bracknell by 

5.00 pm. 

Another trip is planned for Monday 9th December, and I’d highly 

recommend it. If you’re interested, please let me know and I’ll put you in 

touch with the organisers. 

Rev. John Castle rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

A Bereavement Awareness Course will be held in the Pastoral 

Centre on Saturday 19th October between 9.30 am and 4.00 pm. Refreshments 

will be served throughout the day, but please bring a packed lunch. To cover 

costs, the suggested donation is £15 per head. 

To secure your place please call Angela Harper, St Michael’s Family Worker, 

on 07456 190201, as numbers are limited. 

“Many a true word” 
Join us on Sunday, 13th October, 2019 at 6.30 pm–7.45 pm 

for an informal time of stories, songs and prayers at 

Sandhurst Baptist Church. 

Readings, mostly with a humorous element, will include 
a politically correct parable, the ‘Prodigal Son in the key 
of F’ (this uses 114 words beginning with f) and some 
thoughts from the C.S. Lewis’ character, Screwtape. We 
hope that ‘many a true word’, spoken in jest, will make 
an enlightening and entertaining event. All are welcome. 
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How safe are your children and grandchildren online? 

As a school governor, I recently attended an online safety course, and 

thought I’d share some advice we were given. 

Like it or not, we live in a digital age, and today’s children and teens have 

never known a world without smartphones, tablets, online gaming and 

social media. Children and young people are naturally inquisitive, learn 

quickly and are easily distracted by content that is designed to keep your 

attention. They are also inclined to be trusting, lack enough knowledge to 

distinguish truth from deception, and are willing to ignore potential risks, 

or take them anyway. 

As in other aspects of life, children and young 

people need our guidance and help to keep 

themselves safe. Many adults either feel inadequate 

to give this, or underestimate the dangers of giving 

devices to children, and are ignorant about the 

content of games. But simple steps can minimise 

risks and enable children to use devices more safely 

– such as making sure you’ve set the privacy 

settings and parental controls on the child’s device 

or the app. they are using, and on your home wifi/

broadband (your ISP will be able to tell you how). You can find out about 

all of this at www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-

carers. 

Taking these preventative measures is very important, but even more 

important is talking with your child and establishing a relationship of 

trust with regard to devices, so that they tell you about any troubling 

content they come across, or about cyber-bullying or just feeling unhappy 

about themselves. There are healthy and unhealthy ways of using 

technology, and open and honest conversations can help to reduce 

conflict with children about their use of devices. And as adults we need to 

model a healthy relationship to technology – how many times per day do 

you check your phone? 

Never be afraid or ashamed to ask for help or advice, e.g. from your 

child’s school or our Family Worker, Angela Harper. And take the trouble 

to get ahead of your (grand)children by using the website above and the 

links found on it. 

John Castle 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line dancing takes place every Monday evening in the 

hall from 7.00  pm, £5.50 includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea 

and coffee available or bring your own drinks. Ring Arron on 

07727012375 or email ahkarar1@gmail.com for information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 07976 429227. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

Newsletter.  Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the 

November edition is Monday 28th October. 

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Surviving the break up 
At Sebastian’s Parish Centre, on Wednesday evenings in November: 6th, 13th, 

20th and 27th, a course will be held entitled ‘Surviving the break up’. This is a 

successful short award-winning course designed to provide information and 

support for anyone involved in separation or divorce. Topics covered include 

emotions surrounding separation, the effect on the children plus legal and 

financial matters. 

For further information please ring: 01344 761050 (Monday–Friday, 9:00am - 
3:00pm) or email: office@stsebastians.org.uk. 
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 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Coffee Rota 
 6 October Janet Pilbeam Rosaria Toohey 

13 October Marian Blackmore Ann Weston 

20 October Steph Martin Jo Arthy 

27 October Jenny Piggin Val Brown 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 5th Oct Pastoral Centre 
Harvest Supper 
with John’s Jazz 

See p2 

Sat 19th Oct 
9.30 am–4.00 pm 

Pastoral Centre 
Bereavement 
Awareness Course 

Steph Martin 

Angela Harper 

Sun 17th Nov Pastoral Centre Advent Fair See p2 

Sat 26th Oct Churchyard Work party See p2 
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Sunday 6th October – 16th after Trinity – Theme: The rich man and the 

poor man 

Amos 6:1a,4–7 (p921); Luke 16:19–31 (p1050) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday 13th October – 17th after Trinity – Theme: The rich fool 

Psalm 49:1–12 (p571); Luke 12:13–21 (p1045);  

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (All-age Harvest Celebration) 

11.30 am Baptism of Elsie Rose Allen 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at Sandhurst Baptist Church (see p7) 

 

Sunday 20th October – 18th after Trinity –Theme: The widow and the 

judge 

Jeremiah 31:27–34 (p793); Luke 18:1–8 (p1052) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm No service 

 

Sunday 27th October – 19th after Trinity – Theme: The Pharisee and the 

tax collector 

Joel 2:23–32 (p913); Luke 18:9–14 (p1052) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community) 

  6.30 pm Memorial Service 

OCT OBE R  C HURC H  SERV I C ES  

Cha r i t y :  F o o dba nk  
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Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

  Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Crowthorne Foodbank (https://crowthorne.foodbank.org.uk) 
At the foodbank centre, we sit down and talk with clients and provide a cup 

of tea. We share information about debt agencies, Citizens Advice, family 

clubs and help with clothing etc. so that they don’t become dependent on the 

foodbank. For the Year 2018–2019, a total of 1,005 people fed – 502 were 

adults and 503 were children. A total of 9,045 meals were served. Below is a 

list of items that the food bank would welcome. (They’ve got plenty of 

alcoholic Christmas puddings.) 

This list can also be found on https://crowthorne.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/

donate-food/. 

Food items Non food items  

Tinned Custard Handwash  

Sponge Puddings Deodorant   

Tinned Potatoes Children’s Toothbrushes  

Carton Juice Antibacterial Spray  

Squash Washing-up Liquid  

Tinned Rice Pudding Sponges  

Pulses Shower Gel  

 Bleach  


