
  

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised here this 

month. Please pray for Phillip Trewren and Thelma Newstead, whose funerals 

took place in October. 

St Michael’s News November 2019 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10.00 am–1.30 pm 
Open for Counselling: Wednesday 10.00 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 

Answering God's call 
For me the pleasures of summer are now over, and spring cannot come quick 
enough, but at least I can look forward to staying with my eldest daughter in 
Dubai in February, where the sky will be bright blue and the temperature a 
comfortable 25 degrees. 

However, I need to come down to earth. On the first week of November I am 
preaching on Zacchaeus who famously climbed a sycamore tree in order to be 
able to see Jesus when he went by, Luke 19. Now Zacchaeus was basically a good 
man who, with the best intentions, became a tax collector for the Romans. 

As a tax collector he soon realised that he could get very rich at other peopleʹs 
expense, but with his riches came isolation and hatred from his fellow 
countrymen. 

Then one day Jesus called to him, and instantly he realised that his isolation was 
not only from men but was also from God, and in an instant he weighed up his 
wealth against his isolation from God and chose God. 

We most certainly have the same choice, and miraculously when we choose God, 
like king Solomon, all our other needs are met in abundance. Praise the Lord. 

John White 
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WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  

Caring for the Bereaved 
Following the very useful and interesting training day on Bereavement 

Awareness on 19th October, organised by Angela Harper and Steph Martin, 

we are wanting to improve the level of care that we give to people who suffer 

a bereavement. Part of the plan is to have a small team of visitors who will 

accompany clergy on pre-funeral visits and then do a follow-up visit after the 

funeral. 

I’m pleased to say that Sarah Ashton has agreed to co-ordinate the team of 
visitors. If you’d like more information, please contact her direct or via the 
parish office.  John Castle 

Welcomers for Midnight Mass…. 
We need one or two people to act as welcomers for the Midnight Mass on 

Christmas Eve, which actually starts at 11.30 pm! This is not a particularly 

busy service but it is one attended by people who rarely join us, so the 

welcome role is very important. Apart from welcoming people, you would 

have to do little more than hand out service sheets and hymn books (which 

will be sorted ready for you). If you are planning to attend this service please 

give some thought as to whether you could help in this way. If you can, or 

would like to know more, please speak to me. 

Chris Harris 

Sandhurst Churches together 
Sandhurst Churches Together is an umbrella body that seeks to promote the 
Christian faith in Sandhurst through fellowship, mutual support and joint 
outreach to our community. There is a joint monthly service on a Sunday 
evening (this month it’s on 17th November at the Methodist Church in 
Scotland Hill, at 6.30  pm), and in December we will be holding a short carol 
service at the Meadows Shopping Centre for Christmas shoppers, on 
Saturday 21st December at 3.00  pm.  Karen Carter is one of St Michael’s 
representatives, but we need one more – could it be you? 

Sandhurst Singers Community Choir (of which several of our 

congregation are members) are holding a concert at High Cross Church, Knoll 

Road, Camberley on Saturday 30 November at 7.30  pm. Admission £8. 

All proceeds will be donated to Parkinson UK. The programme will include 
many well-known and popular songs from the last few decades. For further 
information please contact Simon Locke, email simonmusic45@gmail.com or 
call 07854722650. 



3 

Sandhurst Counselling Service 

££ Prize Draw ££ 

Sandhurst Counselling Service (SCS) was 

started nearly 30 years ago by St 

Michael’s church, and in 2011 became an 

independent charity. It operates from the 

Pastoral Centre, with the church 

providing support in many ways. 

In response to rising local demand, 

reflecting the growing mental health 

crisis nationally, SCS has been increasing its resources – more counsellors 

seeing more clients giving shorter waiting lists. Local authority grants 

have been slashed, however, and we need to step up fund raising to 

maintain the momentum of the Service. Can you help? 

We will be selling raffle tickets in church and the Pastoral Centre during 

the coming weeks. Because of fund matching by two national 

organisations, each £1 ticket we sell will be worth £3 to the Service. This 

provides a great opportunity to raise much needed funds in a relatively 

painless way! Sponsored by Easthampstead Rotary Club, there are 

valuable cash prizes totalling £2,000 to be won following the prize draw 

on December 16th. You could be one of the lucky winners! 

Thank you for your support, 

Dave Percival, SCS Chairman, and Peter Hulbert , SCS Treasurer. 

Communication 
We are trying to get together a group of people interested in reviewing and 

approving our external communications. If you are interested please speak 

to Emma. 

On the social side 

The Harvest Supper was a great success, raising over £800 for church finds!  

So thank you to all who helped or came along, and a particular ‘Thank 

You’ to John’s Jazz and to Steph and the kitchen team. 

Our next event will be our (nearly) Advent Fair which will be held on 

Sunday 17th November from 8.30 to 11.30 am. All the usual stalls will be 

(Continued on page 5) 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 
the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 
craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 
opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 
welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-
term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 
children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 
Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 
service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 
part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 
arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 
years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 
invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 
Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 
bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 
young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 
enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 
month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 
action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 
with small children and not worry how they will 
behave! Refreshments are served in the church from 
11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 
45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make 
friends. We need help with refreshments and 
welcoming, so please email Katy Robson-Malone at 
malonekaty@hotmail.com if you’d like to volunteer! 

Youth Activities 
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, in the Pastoral Centre, 
for any young people aged 11–18 years old. Sunday morning REACH is 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. Contact Liz and 
Mike 07591240161. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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there, so there will be a positive plethora of preserves, a cornucopia of craft 

items plus stamps at special prices etc. – a chance to do some early Christmas 

shopping without going on-line or waving your credit card around – we take 

cash!  And you can go straight from there to the Parish Lunch at the Bird-in-

Hand – meet at 12.15  pm to be seated by 12.30.  Please let me know if you 

would like to join us (ring 01252 871881) – we may be able to fit you in. 

Steph Martin is organizing a Community Christmas Buffet Lunch on Sunday 

29th December, from 12.30 pm. You will find more about this event elsewhere 

but if you would like to come along, or know anybody who might, please 

contact Steph.  Offers of help, or contributions to the buffet would also be 

welcome. Finally, two dates for your diary: we will be holding a Burns Supper 

on Saturday 25th January, and our ever-popular Annual Quiz will be held on 

Saturday 14th March. 

Chris Harris, Social Committee 

Church cleaner 
We need a volunteer to help clean the south aisle. Please speak to Emma if you 
would like to help. 

Christmas raffle prize 
The superb sleigh pictured below, complete with Santa and his team of eight 

reindeer, was made by Jenny and Les Thorn and is being raffled in aid of 

WinSpire. It is some 80 cms long and would certainly be a talking point at 

Christmas. Tickets are £1 each and you can buy as many as you like! The 

sleigh will be on display at some services and at the Advent Fair along with 

someone to sell you tickets. The winning ticket will be drawn early in 

December. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Community Christmas Buffet  
Do you know someone who might welcome company this 

Christmas season? St Michael’s Church invites you to come 

along, alone or with a friend to share a Community Christmas 

Buffet on Sunday 29th December 2019, 12.30 to 3.30 pm, at the 

Pastoral Centre, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, GU47 8HN. 

All contributions to the buffet table will be gratefully accepted. 

Please let us know if transport is needed, or whether you or your 

friend have special dietary needs. Reserve your place before 

Thursday 18th December at the Church Office 01252 873030. 

Email: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
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Hymns of the Month  

The link this month is reflection. Both hymns were written as a 

result of the author reflecting on a particular theme.  

For all the Saints 
This is just one of many hymns that have been written as a reflection on 

the creed (that statement of beliefs which we say each week). What 

line in the Apostles’ Creed do you want to reflect on?  The line which 

the hymn reflects on is ‘the communion of saints’. This hymn 

emphasizes the relationship and union between those on earth (the 

church militant) and the saints in heaven (the church triumphant).  

Bishop How wrote his first hymn at age of thirteen and was 

commissioned to compose a hymn text for the Diamond Jubilee of 

Queen Victoria (1897). 

The Servant King  

Written in 1983, ‘The Servant King’ was Graham Kendrick’s most popular 

song until he wrote ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ and was written to reflect Spring 

Harvest’s theme in 1984. Graham found the theme very inspiring: 'It was 

a challenge to explore the vision of Christ as the servant who would 

wash the disciples' feet but who was also the creator of the universe.' 

The song starts from an incarnational root – 'From heav'n you came, 

helpless babe' – and progresses to one of Graham's most poignant 

lines: 'Hands that flung stars into space to cruel nails surrendered'. 

S t  M i c h a e l ’ s  8 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y   

Are science and religion compatible? 
This is an interesting enough question for Christians. But what do Muslims 

think, or people of other faiths? Bracknell Forest Faith and Belief Forum 

invites you to hear short talks on this topic by 

representatives of different faiths (including 

Christianity!) at an event for Interfaith Week, on 

Thursday 14th November at St Joseph’s Catholic 

Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1BE. Doors 

open 7.00 pm, event starts 7.30 pm. 

Appeal for Babies’ Hats 

Frimley Park Maternity Unit needs hats for premature babies. Here is a 

pattern if you wish to help. Preferred colours are blue, pink or white, but I’m 

sure the babies won’t mind the colour if the hat keeps them warm!  
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Babies’ hat pattern 

With DK wool and 4mm/size 8 needles, cast on 48 stitches.  

Work in k1 p1 rib for 6 rows.  

Continue in stocking stitch (one row knit, one row purl) for 20 rows.  

Decrease for top as follows;  

K2 together to end of row (24 stitches).  

Purl across row.  

K2 tog to end of row (12 stitches).  

Purl across row.  

K2 tog to end of row (6 stitches).  

Cut yarn, leaving a long tail for sewing the seam.  

Thread yarn through remaining stitches and pull up tightly.  

Sew seam down side of hat with remaining yarn.  

Please place any finished hats in the labelled box at the back of the church.  
Many thanks, Jenny Thorn. 

100 Club Draw September 2019 
1st Prize:   Mrs Jennie Rolfe  No 112  £20 

2nd Prize:   Mrs Val Travers  No 100  £10 

£31 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 

Gift Tree Project 2019 
St Michael’s Church and Bracknell Forest Children’s Centre are working 

together to support needy children in Sandhurst by buying them a 

Christmas gift. From 17th November you will be able to take part, by 

doing the following: 

• Take a tag from the Gift Tree.  

• Register your tag and details on the sheet.  

• Buy a gift for your child recipient with a value of £10–

£20. 

• Wrap the present and aQach the tag to the outside of 

the gift. 

• Return the gift during the Christingle service at 4.00 pm 

on the 15th December, or earlier to the church office. 
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Steph Martin, Rosaria Toohey and 

Ann Harris (top) produced a 

delicious supper; Jon Toohey and 

Mike Gower (below) ran Irish Bingo; 

the assembled company (centre left) 

created the atmosphere and John’s 

Jazz (bottom) provided the musical 

entertainment. It was a wonderful 

evening. 

Harvest Supper 

Photos: Chris Harris 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line dancing takes place every Monday evening in the 

hall from 7.00  pm, £5.50 includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea 

and coffee available or bring your own drinks. Ring Arron on 

07727012375 or email ahkarar1@gmail.com for information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 07976 429227. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  C ENT RE  

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

Newsletter.  Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the 

December edition is Monday 25th November. 

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Replacing the 10 Commandments 

Barnabas Fund, one of our supported charities, reports that in September, the 

authorities ordered every officially registered church in part of Luoyang city, 

Henan province in China, to take down the Ten Commandments and replace 

them with quotes of President Xi Jinping. Churches who refused were closed. 

But they also report signs of increased toleration for Christians in Uzbekistan 

and Egypt, as well as church closures in Algeria. 

Barnabas Fund estimates that one in 10 Christians worldwide suffer because 

of their faith, and it supports Christians in over 60 countries. You can read 

more about their work, including their interesting magazine, at https://

barnabasfund.org. 
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Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for  more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

Coffee Rota 
  3 Nov BeQy Wilson Wendy Grafton 

10 Nov Gill Robertson Di Pullar 

17 Nov Anne Clough Peter Clough 

24 Nov BeQy Wilson Jennie Hulbert 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sun 17th Nov Pastoral Centre Advent Fair See p3 

Sun 17th Nov 
12.15pm 

Bird-in-Hand Parish Lunch Chris Harris 
(01252 871881) 

Sun 29th Dec 
12.30pm 

Pastoral Centre 
Community 
Christmas Buffet 
Lunch  

Stephanie 
Martin 

Sat 25th Jan Pastoral Centre Burns Supper See p5 
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  Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Sunday 3rd November – All Saints – Theme: Zacchaeus turns his life 

around 
Isaiah1:10–18 (p685); Luke 19:1–10 (p1053) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 10th November – 3rd before Advent – Theme: Is there life after 

death? 
Job 19:23–27a (p523); Luke 20:27–38 (p1056) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

10.55am Remembrance Parade at Sandhurst War Memorial, Yorktown Rd 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 17th November – 2nd before Advent – Theme: Trouble ahead 
Psalm 98 (p603); Luke 21:5–19 (p1056) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.15 am Family Service (Theme: the Blind Man, Luke 18:35-42) 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at the Methodist Church, Scotland Hill 

Sunday 24 November – Christ the King – Theme: Meeknes and Majesty 

Colossians 1:11–20 (p1182)); Luke 23:32–43 (p1060) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community) 

11.30 am Baptism of Mabel Shand and Rosie Stacey 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

NOVEM BER  CHU RCH  SERV I CES  
Cha r i t y :  Ba r nab a s  F u nd  


