
Advent Hope

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN  www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  
and Friday 10:00am–1:30pm  
Open for Counselling: Wednesday  
10:00am–1:30pm 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
Tel. 01252 873030

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
Tel. 01252 872168

O U R  P U R P O S E  A S  A  C H U R C H
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church.

Showing God’s love in the world.

Advent is a frantically busy time  
with Christmas preparations, parties, 
work deadlines moved forward, carol 
services (to name but a few) but it is 
also a season of hope. However, it is 
not always a happy time, for many of 
us it is a time of reminders of loved 
ones who are no longer with us, 
family tensions, worry about finances 
and the future. 
John’s gospel has in its opening 
paragraph, the verse ‘The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it’ (John 1:5) and 
this reminds us of a prophecy written 
hundreds of years before by Isaiah 
(Isaiah 9:2). 
We all experience the darkness that 
stress, fear, anxiety, grief bring and 
this is the same darkness that Isaiah 

and John were referring to; but we also 
need to remember that there is a light 
that is not overcome by that darkness, 
that light is Jesus. This is the hope of 
Advent. The son of God coming into 
our world as a baby, in a world where 
there was political turmoil and fear, God 
sends Jesus to come to us as an infant. 
This is the light that is referred to in 
the bible and in our darkest moments, 
we need to remember that Jesus is the 
light of the world. 
Let us pray this Advent that we 
remember that Jesus is our hope 
and light in the difficult times and for 
those we know who are struggling to 
see and know that there is hope in the 
world, hope represented in the baby 
born in Bethlehem.
Emma Hodge

Please pray for those on the prayer board and also for Yolande Score, whose 
Memorial Service is being held this month.
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A Rocha – matched 
funding appeal
If you want to give the planet a 
Christmas present, make a donation to 
A Rocha between 3-10 December and 
your gift will be doubled! 
Visit: www.arocha.org/en/news/the-big-
give-is-back/

Parliamentary Hustings 
St Michael’s Church and Sandhurst  
& Yateley Methodist Church are  
putting on a Hustings on Sunday  
8 December from 3:30-5:00pm in the 
Methodist Church, Scotland Hill – an 
opportunity to hear the candidates for 
our constituency of Bracknell speak and 
answer your questions. People will be 
invited to write their questions on a slip 
of paper. 
Please come and show our prospective 
politicians that Christians care about 
the good of the coun try and what 
happens in politics. 

Christingle making
Angela Harper is looking for volunteers 
to spend an hour or so on Saturday 
14 December from 4:30pm making 
Christingles for the Christingle Service 
on the following afternoon. Join her in the 
Pastoral Centre. All materials provided.

Newsletter editors – thank you and welcome!
After many years of editing our monthly church newsletter, Jim Somerville has decided to 
step down. Jim has done a magnificent job of producing a professional-looking publication 
that has keept us all informed about events in our church and community. Jim will continue 
to produce the Parish Communion pew sheet.
We are very fortunate that Alison Wren has agreed to take over the newsletter and 
share her professional skills with the church. The address for content will continue to be 
newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. She’ll be pleased to receive your notices – but 
please keep to the deadlines!



W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G

3

Appeal for babies’ hats
Many thanks to all who contributed to this 
appeal. There were 33 lovely little hats in 
the first batch I collected. 
I shall be removing the box on Wednesday 
18 December, so please put any offerings 
in before that date. I’m sure all the parents 
of premature babies will be most grateful 
for your kindness.
Jenny Thorn 

Sandhurst Churches Together 
Sandhurst Churches Together is an 
umbrella body that seeks to promote  
the Christian faith in Sandhurst through 
fellowship, mutual support and joint 
outreach to our community. 
There is a joint monthly service on a Sunday 
evening. We will be holding a short carol 
service at the Meadows Shopping Centre 
for Christmas shoppers, on Saturday 21 
December at 3:00pm. 
Karen Carter is one of St Michael’s 
representatives, but we need one more – 
could it be you? 

Spreading the word  
through carol singing
Our street carol singing will take place 
this year on Monday 23rd December 
from 6:30pm. We will be visiting houses 
in the new Sandhurst Gardens Estate and 
collecting for the Children’s Society. Meet 
in the car park by the new Community Hall. 
Accompanied children are welcome.

Gift Tree Project 2019 
St Michael’s Church and Bracknell Forest Children’s Centre are working together  
to support needy children in Sandhurst by buying them a Christmas gift. You can 
take part by doing the following:

•  Take a tag from the Gift Tree.
•  Register your tag and details on the sheet.
•  Buy a gift for your child recipient with a value of £10–£20.
•  Wrap the present and attach the tag to the outside of the gift.
•  Return the gift during the Christingle Service at 4:00pm on  
 15 December, or earlier to the Parish office. 

100 Club Draw October 2019
1st Prize: Mrs Jenny Thorn  No 31  £20 
2nd Prize: Mrs George Castle  No 9  £10
£31 has been passed to Church funds.
Rosemary Dobson
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Community Christmas Buffet 
Do you know someone who might welcome 

company this Christmas season? St Michael’s 
Church invites you to come along, alone or with  
a friend to share a Community Christmas Buffet. 

Sunday 29 December 
12:30-3:30pm 

at the Pastoral Centre, Lower Church Road, 
Sandhurst, GU47 8HN 

All contributions to the buffet table will  
be gratefully accepted. Please let us know if 
transport is needed, or whether you or your 

friend have special dietary needs. 
Reserve your place at the Parish office,  

by Thursday 18 December 
Tel: 01252 873030 

Email: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

Many of us in St Michael’s will have lost 
loved ones over the years – and will mourn 
their passing with sadness. But can you 
imagine the anguish of having seen your 
parents, siblings, and friends brutally 
murdered in front of your eyes simply for 
being the wrong tribe or religion? This is 
the coruscating reality for thousands of 
people, many of them children, following 
the genocide in Rwanda 25 years ago.
Every year a party from Sandhurst School 
visits Rwanda to help the people re-build 
their lives, and in January we will be hearing 
more about them, and their trip in February.
We need your help now! At the end of 
term (Saturday 20 December) they will be 

packing everything to be shipped out, and 
they need more – old toys, sports equipment, 
arts and craft materials, and education 
equipment. A full list can be found on the 
Sandhurst School website or on Facebook. 
So, please can you look in those cupboards 
and in the loft – your old equipment might 
just transform someone’s life and be a  
part of making the ‘new normal’ just  
a little more bearable. Please, take the time  
to find those old things and let’s give  
from our excess to fill their container with 
love, and let’s focus in January on giving 
from our substance financially to support 
their work.
Please contact Dave Percival with all offers.

Welcomers for  
Midnight Mass…
I am still hoping to find one or two 
people to act as welcomers for the 
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve – 
which actually starts at 11.30! This 
is not a particularly busy service 
but it is one attended by people who 
rarely join us so the welcome role is 
very important. 
If you are planning to attend this 
service please give some thought as 
to whether you could help in this 
way. If you can, or would like to 
know more, please speak to me.                                                 
Chris Harris

Reaching Rwanda – changing lives



The Children’s Society work with some of 
the most disadvantaged children in England. 
Our current focus is on breaking the cycle 
of multiple disadvantage that young people 
face. We recognise that children and young 
people rarely face difficulties in just one 
area of their lives – the problems they face 
are multiple and complex. 
Our interventions with a young person 
can occur at different stages of a journey 
for children and their families. We try 
to prevent an issue from occurring or 
escalating, support those experiencing 
disadvantage and in crisis, and help young 
people to recover beyond the experiences 
they have faced. To create change in these 
three areas in the last financial year, we:
• worked directly with 9,872 young people, 
providing support to individuals and 
groups of young people;
• reached 16,553 young people through 
preventative work;
• sought to have an impact on the systems 
around a young person, working to make 
change locally and nationally, and delivered 
621,000 positive impacts.  
This country can be a tough place for our 
young people today, but, with your support, 

The Children’s Society is working hard to 
listen to their needs and make a difference. 
We believe that no child should feel alone, 
but right now there are children and young 
people who feel scared, unloved and unable 
to cope. The Children’s Society work with 
some of these young people, step by step, 
for as long as it takes.
On behalf of these young people and 
The Children’s Society, I’d like to say a 
big thank you for your ongoing support, 
through donation and fundraising activity 
to campaigning and prayer.

Janet Rogers, Volunteer 
Speaker and Ambassador, 
The Children’s Society

T H E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  S O C I E T Y
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How you can help?
Find out more about the work of  
The Children’s Society at:  
www.childrenssociety.org.uk
• Attend the Christingle Service on 
Sunday 15 December at 4:00pm
• Have fun Carol Singing around the 
streets at 6:30pm, Mon 23 December. 
(NB non-singing roles available!).  
See page 3 for more details.
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Psalms 
What do you think of when the word psalm is mentioned? A book of the bible? 
Psalm 23? Those things we chant each week? The psalms are an amazing book 
of the bible; they cover all emotions from ‘where are you God?’ (e.g. Psalm 13) to 
psalms which tell part of the Jewish story (e.g. Psalm 114) to joy (e.g. Psalm 145).
When the Book of Common Prayer was written, it was intended that the psalms would 
be used at morning and evening prayer and that you would cover all the psalms in  
a month. Today, we still use the psalms at the 9:30am service and at Evensong.
This Lent, we will be having a sermon series on the psalms and also a Psalmathon, 
covering all 150 psalms in a day. The day is Saturday 28 March and they will be 
covered in a range of styles. We want you to join in, either just to come and listen  
or to join in with reading or chanting one (or more).

H Y M N S  O F  T H E  M O N T H

This month, the link for the two hymns 
is the composer of the tune; Arthur 
Sullivan who spent some time at the 
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst 
as a child. There is a plaque to Arthur 
Sullivan on the wall of the MacDonalds 
building on the A30 in Camberley.
Onward Christian Soldiers 
This hymn was written by Rev. 
Sabine Baring-Gould when he was a 
curate and had the responsibility of 
organising the hymns that would be 
sung by Sunday School children on 
Whit-Monday where the children would 
walk around the parish, in Horbury, 
a village in Yorkshire just outside 
Wakefield. He wanted something for 
them to sing and while there were 
several good tunes available that they 
would know, he didn’t like the words 
that accompanied them so he wrote 
them. The tune that is now used was 
composed by Arthur Sullivan. 
It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
It came upon the midnight clear 
focuses on Luke 2:14, the song of the 
Angels. It was written by Edmund 
Hamilton Sears in the decade leading 

up to the American Civil war and 
during a time where the US was at war 
with Mexico and revolution in Europe. 
In addition, he had recently suffered 
from a breakdown. Sears struggled 
with the world which he saw as dark 
and ‘full of sin and strife’ especially 
as he didn’t see people hearing the 
Christian message. 
The troubled context found in the 
song was inspired by the turbulent 
times in which he lived. The words 
are taken from a poem which was 
written by Sears a dozen years earlier 
called ‘Calm of the Listening Ear’. At 
the request of his friend Rev. William 
Parsons Lunt, Sears revised his poem 
into the now familiar carol. 
Depnding if you are in Britain or 
America will depend on which tune 
this carol is sung to. Americans use 
‘Carol’ which was written (a year after 
the Carol was written and first sung), 
by Richard Storrs Willis a student of 
Felix Mendelssohn. In Britain, we use 
the tune ‘Noel’ which was adapted 
by Arthur Sullivan from an English 
melody in 1874.



A selection of feedback from the last couple of courses:

“It was helpful to discover the different love languages  
and finding out what my partner’s is.”

“We now know that although we don’t know what is ahead,  
we have the love of each other to work together.”

“Really good, both of us have enjoyed it and put tips into practice.”
“It was helpful to have the opportunity to spend some time  

reflecting on choices and decisions.”
“Very helpful, I think everyone should go on a course like this.”

Marriage Preparation Course  
7:30pm, Sunday 1 & 15 March 2020 
St Michael’s Pastoral Centre, Sandhurst

At St Michael’s we feel a sense of 
responsibility to help you make your 
marriage a success. 
We therefore have a short marriage 
preparation course of two evenings called 
‘Beyond the Honeymoon’ to help you to 
think beyond the pressures of wedding 
preparations to your future life together. 
There are usually several couples at 
each course, which we run twice a year. 
Each course takes place over two 
Sunday evenings, and is led by couples 
who are members of our church. You 
won’t be made to feel embarrassed, or 
be expected to discuss personal matters 

in front of others, and you won’t be 
assessed in any way. The intention is 
to explore what makes for a successful 
and lasting marriage, giving you the 
opportunity to discuss these areas as a 
couple. People tell us how helpful and 
relevant the course is, and often say that 
they’ve learnt something about their 
partner or themselves.
We have welcomed various couples 
from other churches in the Deanery on 
previous courses, and will be delighted to 
do so again. 
For further information, or to book, 
please contact: Rev. John Castle.

‘A Wedding is for a day; a Marriage is for life.’ 
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Burns Night Supper 
7:15pm for 7:30pm, Saturday 25 January 2020
St Michael’s Pastoral Centre, Sandhurst
Traditional Scottish music, food, entertainment and games for all ages.      
Tickets: £15 adults, £8 children, £40 Family  
from the Social Committee or the Parish office.
Please bring your own drinks. Parking at St Michael’s School. 

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  2 02 0



C H I L D R E N  A N D  FA M I LY

is for everyone under school age and their carers. It’s on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9:00-11:00am in the Pastoral Centre (not 
school holidays). 
Come and join us for songs, craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, 
and an opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Parish Communion (9:30am)
During term time, including half-term breaks, there are age-related activities in 
the Pastoral Centre for children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for 
Year 6+ on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. 
They should come to the Pastoral Centre by 9:25am to be registered, except on the 
2nd Sunday of the month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning 
of the service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 
part of the service every week. 
Our crèche is not currently running, but arrangements can be made at short notice 
to care for children under three years. Please ask one of the welcome team. 

During the main school holidays children should come into the 
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be invited to join 
a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a Christian story based DVD in 
the Pastoral Centre. 
The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. 
For young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to enjoy – 
please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and  
third Sundays of the month, including school holidays.  
It is informal and child friendly, with action songs and an 
interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to with 
small children and not worry how they will behave! 
Refreshments are served in the church from 11:00am; 
worship begins at 11:15am and lasts about 45 minutes. 
Come and meet other families and make friends. 
We need help with refreshments and welcoming, so please email Katy Robson-Malone 
at malonekaty@hotmail.com if you’d like to volunteer! 

Youth Activities 
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6:00-8.00pm, in the Pastoral Centre, for any 
young people aged 11–18 years old.
Sunday morning REACH is on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. 
Contact: Liz and Mike on: 07591 240161. 
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Contact us  
Do you have an event coming up, or something you’d like to appear in the newsletter? 
Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk or leave written requests 
with the Parish office. 
The deadline for entries in the January edition is Friday 12 December. 
You can view or download a colour copy of the newsletter on the website. If you would like 
to receive that version via email, please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

O N  T H E  S O C I A L  S I D E

Advent fayre photos © Mike Arthy 

Our (nearly) Advent Fair on 17th November was well, and generously, supported and raised 
over £650 for church funds. In addition, Karen sold over £200 of preserves etc. So thank you 
to all who came along and, of course, to all who ran stalls or helped out. 
For the Parish Lunch on the same day we were back at the Bird-in-Hand – 28 people came 
along and enjoyed good food and good company.
Next, a reminder about the Community Christmas Buffet Lunch on Sunday 29 December, 
from 12:30pm (see page 5). If you would like to come along, or know anybody who might, 
please contact Steph Martin, who would also welcome offers of help, or of contributions to 
the buffet. There is a list for the latter at the back of the church.
Our Burns’ Night Supper will be held on Saturday 25 January, doors 7:15pm for a 7:30pm 
start. The format and food will be similar to previous Burns’ Suppers, with vegetarian  
& other diet options. Tickets are available from the Social Committee & the Parish office, 
priced at £15 Adults, £8 Child or £40 for a Family ticket (max. 2A + 3C).                                 
Chris Harris, Social Committee
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Date Time Venue Event Tickets
Sat 6 Dec 7.30pm Church Sandhurst Silver Band 

Christmas Concert
On the door

Sat 20 Dec 7:30pm Church Cecilia Singers Concert Free
Sun 29 Dec 12.30pm Pastoral Centre Community Christmas 

Buffet Lunch
Stephanie 
Martin

Sat 25 Jan  7:15pm Pastoral Centre Burns Supper Chris Harris

C H U R C H  C A L E N D A R

Date Time Event Details
Sat 28 Mar All day Psalmathon All Psalms will be read, chanted or sung 

during this time. Come along to join in or 
just to spend some time reflecting on this 
amazing book of the bible.

Sun 29 Mar  9:30am Mattins Our Parish Communion Service this 
Sunday will be replaced by a service 
of Choral Mattins. Mattins is a form of 
morning prayer and has the beauty and 
majesty of the book of common prayer.

Sat 6 Jun 7:30pm Music through 
the ages concert

Featuring the premiere of ‘…and the 
Angels Sing…’
A range of musical styles featuring our 
own choir as well as outside musicians. 
Tickets will be on sale from April 2020.

Sun 28 Jun Afternoon  
 
Evensong 
at 6:30pm

West Gallery 
Workshop & 
Evensong

Join us for an afternoon workshop on West 
Gallery Music which was the  music of 
the 16th and 17th centuries where local 
musicians used their skill for church music

Fri 25 Sept 7pm Flower Festival 
Preview Evening

‘800 years of…’ Flower festival containing 
entries from several different groups 
within Sandhurst.

Sat 26 & 
Mon 28 Sept

All day Flower Festival On the Monday, the flower festival will be 
open only to groups/special needs.

celebrating  years of worship

Please note: The Parish office will be closing at lunchtime on 
Thursday 19 December 2019, for the Christmas holidays, re-opening 
on Thursday 2 January 2020.
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R E G U L A R  A C T I V I T I E S

House Groups meet each week at these houses:
If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to Karen Symons on 01252 872161 or 
email karen@2symons.com for more details.

Day  Time Group leaders Venue Contact
2nd & 4th 
Mondays

1:00pm Sara Kaufman  
& Karen Carter

138 College Road, 
Sandhurst

01276 31389

Monday 8:00pm Rupert & Sheridan  
Cremer-Evans

11 Sylvan Ridge, 
Sandhurst 

01344 777137

Tuesday 7:30pm Elizabeth Ritchie 8 Wiltshire Avenue, 
Crowthorne 

01344 762147

Tuesday 8:00pm John & Sue Campbell 2 School Hill, 
Sandhurst

01344 776655

Tuesday 7:30pm John & Steph Martin 25 Templar Close, 
Sandhurst

01252 873316

A C T I V I T I E S  AT  T H E  PA S T O R A L  C E N T R E

Little Sandhurst Nursery Group is open 5 days a week, during term-time.  
Contact Karen on 07730 340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for further details. 

  Line dancing takes place every Monday evening in the hall  
from 7:00pm, £5.50 includes raffle. Just come along and have fun.  

Tea and coffee available or bring your own drinks.  
Ring Arron on 07727 012375 or email ahkarar1@gmail.com for more information. 

3rd Sandhurst Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5:00–6:00pm (5–7yr olds). 

3rd Sandhurst Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6:30–8:30pm (10–14yr olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings.  
For more information ring Carl on 07976 429227. 

Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays.  
Please call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com  
for more information.

 1 Dec Rosemary Dobson & Ann H -Davies
 8 Dec Joy Alexander & Sheridan C-Evans
 15 Dec Ruth Eve  & Janet Pilbeam

 22 Dec Gill Robertson & Dorothy Hill 
 29 Dec Ann Weston & Marian Blackmore

Coffee rota 



D E C E M B E R  C H U R C H  S E RV IC E S
C h a r i t y :  C h i l d r e n ’ s  S o c i e t y
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Sunday 1 December – 1st of Advent 
Theme: Stay awake!
Isaiah 2:1–5 (p686); Romans 13:11–14 (p1140);  
Matthew 24:36–44 (p994)
 8:00am Holy Communion
 9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)
 11:15am Family Service and 
  Holy Communion 
  Reading: Matthew 3:1–12 (p967)
 6:30pm Advent Celebration

Sunday 8 December – 2nd of Advent 
Theme: A warning and an invitation
Psalm 72:1–8,12–14,16–17 (p585);  
Matthew 3:1–12 (p967)
  8:00am  Holy Communion
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Informal)

Sunday 15 December – 3rd of Advent 
Theme: A promise of restoration
Isaiah: 35:1–10 (p719); The Magnificat –  
Luke 1:46–55 (p1026); Matthew 11:2–11 (p976)
  8:00am  Holy Communion
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Reflective)
  4:00pm  Christingle

Sunday 22 December – 4th of Advent 
Theme: Joseph’s story
Isaiah: 7:10–16 (p692); Matthew 1:18–25 (p965)
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Community) 
 2:30pm Memorial Service for  
  Yolande Score

Tuesday 24 December – Christmas Eve 
Theme: Follow that star!
 3:15pm Nativity Service
  7:00pm  Carol Service
 11:30pm Midnight Mass 
  Readings: Isaiah 60:1–6 (p746);  
  Matthew 2:1–12 (p966)

Wednesday 25 December – Christmas Day 
Theme: The birth of Jesus
Isaiah 9:2–7 (p693); Luke 2:1–20 (p1027)
  8:00am  Holy Communion
  9:30am  Family Communion

Sunday 29 December – 1st of Christmas 
Theme: Victims and refugees
Isaiah 63:7–9 (p749); Matthew 2:13–23 (p966)
  8:00am  Holy Communion
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Traditional)

  Find us on Facebook
  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

  Find us on Twitter @StMichaelShurst
  www.twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, 
please email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

Visit Sandhurst Pride at www.sandhurstpride.co.uk  
for more information about local services and amenities. 


