
  

Now what? 
We’ve all been in that in-between place, where something has ended and 

we’re waiting to see what comes next: a job finishes, a house move is 

completed, the funeral is over … We may view the next stage in our life with 

excitement, trepidation or a mix of the two. But what is certain is that things 

will be different. 

Jesus’ disciples felt like that after his resurrection. Life would never be the 

same. Jesus would no longer be with them physically, but had promised them 

his Spirit. Their mission beckoned – to make disciples of all nations, a 

daunting task. 

As a church, we are at such a moment. Some well-loved faces are no longer 

with us; at our APCM we’ve celebrated a year past, and are looking to the 

year ahead; our sermon series on Caring for Creation is finished, but the 

challenges of the environmental crisis demand action; the need for people 

around us to know the love and guidance of God is more urgent than ever. 

The disciples of Jesus responded by devoting themselves to prayer (Acts 

1:14). We would do well to follow their example. 

John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board, for those being baptised here this 

month and for Jeanne Cunnington, Carol Blundell, Rebecca Brown and 

Connie Ruffell, whose funerals took place in April. 

St Michael’s News May 2019 

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 10.00 am–1.30 pm 
Open for Counselling: Wednesday 10.00 am–1.30 pm. 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH 
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world. 
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Spring Harvest 

A group of 13 adults and 5 children from St Michael’s attended this 

annual Christian conference which takes place at Butlin’s, Minehead 

every year around Easter time. Sally Helliwell (who sings in our choir) 

went with her husband Marc (who plays bass guitar in the worship 

band) and 5-year-old son Rufus. he has written this: 

I was initially unsure what to expect of Spring Harvest when we booked our 

first trip this year. I’m not an ‘arms in the air’ type of Christian and thought I 

would feel a little overwhelmed as I’m actually quite reserved (believe it or 

not!). How wrong was I! Yes, there is a great deal of ‘active’ style praise, but 

I felt completely comfortable. It was the most amazing event, with inspiring 

and practical teaching, great family sessions and a daily kids’ club! 

The fellowship with people from church was wonderful and we loved 

getting to know our church family better. Everyone made sure we felt 

welcome as it was our first time, and the kids were spoilt rotten with caring 

attention from all the adults, which my son loved!  

We all felt very safe and looked after throughout, and spent quality time as a 
family with people we enjoy being around. You can do as much or as little 
as you like and it was great to have access to the Butlin’s resort and all the 
fun that brings! We left feeling part of something much bigger, and 
refreshed in our faith. I would recommend it to any family who wishes to 
explore their faith more whilst having the best time!  

Katy’s chalet group from St Michael’s party attending Spring Harvest 
at Butlin’s, Minehead. 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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Rebecca Brown – a word of thanks.. 
Rob Brown has asked us to share this message: 

I would just like to thank this Church Community for the wonderfully loving 

support that you have offered my family since the loss of Rebecca. We have 

had so many cards and lovely messages and we have been greatly comforted 

by these and the sincere offers of help as we move forwards. We were 

overwhelmed by the help given in organising her memorial, the waiving of 

fees, the choir, the organist, the flowers, the catering and the number of you 

who attended, all of which made it a wonderful service that Becky would 

have been delighted with. The response has been so fantastic and 

demonstrated how caring St Michael’s is and reinforced how a Christian 

group should be. Rebecca’s mother, Rosemary, joins me in thanking you all 

most sincerely. 

Sandhurst Flower & Culture Festival 19th–25th May 2019 
In conjunction with the Chelsea Fringe, several events are planned 

throughout the week, including a flower festival (details below). Please 

support this ecumenical event. Refreshments available throughout the day. 

Sandhurst Churches Together Flower Festival & Garden. 

Gods Promise – The Rainbow 

Saturday 25th May 10am – 3pm 

Sandhurst Baptist Church 

Yorktown Road. 

Jennie Hulbert 

Flowers. Many thanks to all who donated lilies to decorate the Church this 

Easter and also all the flower arrangers who gave up their time. The Church 

looked as beautiful as ever. 

Double your gift to Tearfund! 
All donations to Tearfund’s Matched Funding appeal, until Friday 17 May, 

will be doubled by the UK government, up to £3 million. The appeal is 

particularly related to Tearfund’s work to help families in Pakistan and 

elsewhere affected by plastic pollution. Check it out and give at https://

www.tearfund.org/en/ukaidmatch/  

Christian Aid Lunch 
Hosts, Jackie Ingram, Andrea Wood and Dorothy Hill, invite you to the 

annual Christian Aid lunch, at 2 Maybrick Close on the 14th May, from 

12.00 noon onwards. There will be a cake stall to boost funds. Suggested 

donation: £5.00. Concessions and children: £2.50.  Dorothy Hill 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 
the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 
craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 
opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 
welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-
term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 
children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 
Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 
service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 
part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 
arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 
years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 
invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 
Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 
bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 
young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 
enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 
month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 
action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 
with small children and not worry how they will 
behave! Refreshments are served in the church from 
11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 
45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make 
friends. We need help with refreshments and 
welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 
kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Youth Activities 
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, in the Pastoral Centre, 
for any young people aged 11–18 years old. Sunday morning REACH is 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. Contact Liz and 
Mike 07591240161. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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Staff Sergeant Neil Obbard 
On Wednesday 29th May at 7.30 pm at St Peter’s Church, Yateley, Staff 

Sergeant Neil Obbard will be telling the story of his extraordinary military 

career. 

Neil Obbard served in the Adjutant General’s Corps and was deployed in 

Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo and Iraq. Neil became an expert sniper, and 

was engaged in special operations combat missions. He served a vital and 

enduring role on the battlefield in terms of intelligence-gathering, target 

identification and eliminating high-value targets. He was also attached to the 

SAS in a supporting role for combat missions at various times. 

It was during his time in the armed forces that Neil gave his life to Christ. 

Today, Neil’s ministry focus is on sharing the Gospel and equipping 

Christians to share their faith. Neil and his wife live in the East Midlands, and 

they have two sons. 

The event is ticketed at £15 per head, which will include a curry meal 
provided by Cinnamon Bay in Yateley. Tickets are available from St Peter’s 
Parish Office, Café 46 & Discoveries with a deadline for purchase of Friday 
24th May.  

On the Social Side 
Firstly, a reminder that there is still time to get your tickets for the Brass & 

Bells Concert on Saturday 18th May at 7.30 pm in the Pastoral Centre, when 

both the Camberley and District Silver Band and our own Belles Team will be 

playing. Proceeds will be shared, with part going to WinSpire. The cost is £5 
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per head – tickets from Jenny Thorn, Ann Harris or the office. And also a 

reminder that on the previous Sunday, 12th May, our own church choir will 

join St Teresa’s School Choir to entertain you with songs old and new. The 

event will be held in the church, starting at 3.00 pm. There will be 

refreshments and a retiring collection to raise funds for St Teresa’s charity, 

the Kunkujang Village and Schools Development Fund, which supports this 

community in Gambia.  

Now news of another event – an Indoor Bowling Evening. We held one a 

couple of years ago and it was a great success. This one will be held on 

Saturday 8th June, from 7–10 pm in the Pastoral Centre. Bring your own 

drinks and nibbles. Just 50 tickets will be available at £5 each from Karen 

Allen, Ann Harris or the office. And I hope to score better than last time! 

Chris Harris, Social Committee 
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New Churchwarden 
Sue Campbell is retiring from the role of Churchwarden, and we are indebted to 

her for the hard work, methodical approach and sensitive manner that she has 

brought to the role, as well as particular achievements such as the new 

noticeboard and painstaking behind-the-scenes work in areas such as the office 

and WinSpire.  

We are delighted to welcome Catherine Wilkins who 

was elected at the APCM on 28th April. Catherine has 

been an active member all her life, joining the PCC in her 

20s, singing in the choir for over 30 years and marrying 

Ken here 12 years ago.  More recently, she and Emma 

Hodge have headed up the Heritage Team, whose brief 

has included national Heritage Open Days, school visits 

and the forthcoming 800th anniversary celebrations. She 

runs two small businesses, and is involved with the 

Cecilia Singers, Opera@Bearwood and the Sandhurst Crafters. Catherine says, ‘I 

am pleased to be taking up the role of church warden, following in my late 

father’s footsteps. Thank you for puRing your trust in my ability to undertake 

this role, and for your prayerful support over the next three years.’  

Caring for Creation: the next steps? 
Our sermon series in March looked at the current environmental crisis from 

the point of view of the Christian doctrine of Creation, biblical texts and the 

two commandments to love God and love our neighbour. I hope people 

found this interesting and helpful, but also challenging. 

The question is, what next?  At the March PCC meeting we discussed ways 

in which we could embody caring for creation in our life as a church or, to 

put it another way, what practical steps could we take to be more 

environmentally friendly.  We agreed that what we need is a small group of 

people to investigate this and make recommendations to the PCC. 

Otherwise we’ll be all talk and little action. 

If you’d like to be part of this group, please will you let me or the 

Churchwardens know? Many thanks!  Rev. John Castle 

What’s the next step in your faith? 
From time to time I notice people who’ve been coming to our church for 

some time, maybe years, who come up for a blessing rather than receiving 

communion because they haven’t been confirmed. Well, if that’s you and 
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you’d like to consider making the next step, or you’d like to chat informally 

about what’s involved without obligation, I’d love to hear from you (an e-mail 

is easiest for me, but a phone call would be fine, or a note on the welcome 

card in the pews). 

Equally if there are any young people who would like to explore receiving 
communion before confirmation, or actually getting confirmed, I’d like to 
hear from them and/or their parents. St Michael’s is hosting a Confirmation 
service with the Bishop of Oxford, Steven Croft, on Sunday 14th July. So 
please get in touch straight away, so we have time to do the preparation!  John 
Castle rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk or 01252 872168. 

Howard Stilliard Memorial Fund 
The Howard Stilliard Memorial Fund is a charity that St Michael’s supports 

and is May’s charity. The fund was set up in memory of Dr Howard Stilliard, 

a local GP who was tragically killed in a road accident in 1994, leaving a 

widow and two young sons. . 

The Howard Stilliard Memorial Fund was set up to promote the welfare and 

enterprise of young people resident in Sandhurst, College Town and 

Owlsmoor by making financial contributions towards the cost of projects, 

courses and equipment, especially where statutory funds are not available. 

Dr Stilliard was held in high regard by his patients and colleagues and was 
devoted to serving the community in which he practised. He was very much a 
family man, and had a particular interest in the welfare of young people. Dr 
Stilliard was a regular worshipper at St Michaelʹs Church, at the 9.30 am 
service. 

Christian Aid Big Brekky 
The ‘Big Brekky’ is on Saturday 18th May, 9.30–11.30 am at St Michael’s 

Pastoral Centre. Come and share some breakfast with the family and help 

raise funds for Christian Aid. This year it’s a special focus on healthcare. 

Activities are available for the children. Call Angela Harper for further details 

(07456190201). 

Bigchurchdayout 
The ‘bigchurchdayout’ is at Wiston House, West Sussex, BN44 3DZ. A group 

of us are going along again this year, on Saturday 25th. You can get 

discounted tickets by following this link: http://bcdo.group/2019/alis-group. If 

you would like to go and need a lift, please contact Angela Harper on 

07456190201. 
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5 May Sheridan C-Evans Jennie Rolfe 

12 May Dorothy Hill Rosaria Toohey 

19 May Steph Martin Jo Arthy 

26 May Janet Pilbeam Ann Weston 

Coffee Rota    

Newsletter.  Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the June 

edition is Monday 27th May.  

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

 REG ULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

Betty’s Bargain plants  
Summer’s coming and you may like some more colour in your garden! A 

plant sale will be held in aid of church funds in the Pastoral Centre on Sunday 

5th May, between the 9.30 service and the family service. Please spare a little 

time and some money for these colourful bargain plants: Roses, hydrangea 

Annabel (white), hostas, lilacs, ‘Star of Bethlehem’ (Lysimachia) yellow, 

yuccas, Spiraea (cerise) and many others. 

Betty  
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 

340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sun 12th May 

3.00pm 
Church 

Concert with St 
Teresa’s School 
Choir 

See p5 
(Social Side) 

Sat 18th May 

7.30pm 
Pastoral Centre 

Brass & Bells 
Concert 

See p6 

Sat 25th May  
Wiston house, 
Steyning 

Bigchurchdayout See p7 

Sat 8th June 

7.00–10.00pm 
Pastoral Centre 

Indoor bowling 
evening 

See p6 
(Social Side) 

Tues 14th May 

12.00 noon 
2 Maybrick 
Close 

Christian Aid lunch See p3 

Sat 25th May 
10.00–3.00pm 

Sandhurst 
Baptist Church 

Sandhurst Churches 
Together Flower 
Festival & Garden 

See p3 
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M AY  CHURCH  SE RV I CES  

Cha r i t y :  Howa rd  S t i l l i a r d  M emo r i a l  F un d  

Sunday 5th May – 3rd of Easter – Theme: Do you love me? 
Revelation 5:11–14 (p1237); John 21:1–19 (p1090) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 12th May – 4th of Easter – Theme: Following the Shepherd 
Revelation 7:9–17 (p1238); Psalm 23 (p555); John 10:22–30 (p1077) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Seren Fry, Emilia Gerring and Eliza York 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service 

Sunday 19th May – 5th of Easter – Theme: Love one another 
Revelation 21:1–6 (p1249; John13:31–35 (p1082) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Memorial Service 

Sunday 26th May – 6th of Easter – Theme: The Helper 

Revelation 21:10,22–22:5 (p1249); John 14:23–29 (p1082) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community) 

11.30 am Baptism of Jenson Stock 

  6.30 pm No service 

Thursday 30th May – Ascension – Theme: Risen, Ascended, Glorified 

Acts 1:1–11; (p1092) Luke 24:44–53 (p1062) 

  8.00pm Holy Communion 
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Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

  Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Sandhurst Churches Together outreach service at 
the Meadows Shopping Centre on Good Friday. 

Photos by Louise Ratcliffe (Sandhurst Baptist 
Church) 

Good Friday Outreach Service 


