
  

Take your concerns to God in prayer 
As a parent, one of my deepest concerns is the welfare of my children and 

grandchildren, as indeed it must be for every parent with regard to the 

environment and climatic change. 

We have just had four sermons in Lent on environmental issues. The big task 

for us now, of course, is to reduce our carbon footprint. The average UK 

carbon footprint is equivalent to 13,000 kilograms of carbon dioxide per 

person per year; the US figure is 21,000 kilograms; in India the figure is 1,300 

kilograms and the global average is 5,800 kilograms per person per year. It is 

also estimated that if everyone in the world lived to Western standards, we 

would need three planets to grow all the food that we would need. 

Here are some of the things we can do to reduce our carbon footprint: 

compost food waste back into the ground, use less plastic, cut down car 

usage, cut down on transport, buy British, ignore fashion, wear out clothes, 

make do and mend – I was brought up on ‘make do and mend’. If you, like 

me, are anxious about environmental issues, then, like me, take your concerns 

to God in prayer. 

John White  

Please pray for those on the prayer board, for those being baptised here 

this month and for Veronica Pickering, Marjorie Dance, Patrick 

Desmond and Mavis Jolley, whose funerals took place in May. 
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Retirement 
I have been thinking about hanging up my cloak and keys for some time. It is 

not a decision I have made lightly because I have so loved the job. 

There has been nothing more privileged than being with a bride and groom 

when they make their wedding vows at St Michael’s. Also, being in a position 

with family and friends when they say goodbye to their loved ones. 

I feel after 28 years and what has happened in my own life these last few 

months that the time is now right. Also, thank you for the support I have 

received from clergy and other staff at the church. 

Bless you all, Janet Pilbeam 

Sandhurst Churches Together Flower Festival. 
Saturday 25th of May saw the staging of a flower festival at Sandhurst Baptist 

Church as part of the Town Councilʹs series of events in conjunction with the 

Chelsea Fringe. 

Flowers were arranged by members of the Sandhurst Churches to illustrate 

Godʹs Promise. The Rainbow and the day was a great success, with over 100 

visitors enjoying the floral displays and refreshments. 

St Michaelʹs Church was represented by four of the flower arranging team: 
Jennie Hulbert, Steph Martin, Gill Robertson and Christine Stokes. We hope 
members of St Michaelʹs visited and enjoyed the festival, which may be 
repeated next year. 

Sermon Series on Elijah 
What does your faith mean to you when times are hard, when you feel in a 
minority as a Christian? When you see injustice and wonder what you should 

WHAT ’ S  HAP PEN I NG  
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do? These important themes will all be addressed in our five-week sermon 
series on stories from the Old Testament about Elijah and Elisha. Elijah 
looked and spoke tough, but his inner life was full of fear and self-doubt. Yet 
God used him as a powerful witness to truth and justice in his society. How 
about you?  John Castle 

Retrak 
Retrak is St Michael’s charity for June. Retrak’s vision is of a world where no 

child has to live on the street; it aims to find a sustainable path away from the 

streets to a family-based home where children can flourish, grow safely and 

fulfil their dreams. Retrak began in Uganda in 1994 as a football club called 

the Tigers Club Project. It now operates in Uganda, Ethiopia, Malawi and 

Kenya as well as with partner organisations elsewhere in the world. 

Retrak does not only look after the street children. A vital element of their 

work is prevention, looking at the underlying reasons why many children feel 

they have to live on the street. Retrak works in areas where children are 

particularly vulnerable and works to strengthen families both economically 

and socially through self-help groups. Retrak is part of Hope for Justice, a 

global organisation that aims to end human trafficking and modern-day 

slavery. It puts children at the very heart of everything it does. 

On the Social Side 
Around 80 people came along to the Brass & Bells evening on the 18th May 

and enjoyed a varied programme of music from the Camberley & District 

Silver Band and our own Belles Team. Their combined rendition of ‘Mr 

Sandman’ was particularly memorable! Over £250 was raised for WinSpire, 

with more to come from our share of ticket sales. A similar number came 

along on the previous Sunday, 12th May, and enjoyed an equally varied 

selection of music from our own church choir and the youngsters of St 

Teresa`s School Choir. The retiring collection raised over £450 towards St 

Teresa`s charity, the Kunkujang Village and Schools Development Fund, 

which supports this community in Gambia. 

Tickets are now on sale for our Indoor Bowling Evening, to be held on 

Saturday 8th June, from 7.00–10.00 pm in the Pastoral Centre. Bring your own 

drinks and nibbles. Just 50 tickets will be available at £5 each from Karen 

Allen, Rosaria Toohey or the office. Finally, I hope to arrange another parish 

lunch for late June/early July – date tbc. 

Chris Harris, Social Committee 
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is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in 
the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, 
craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an 
opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also 
welcome! 

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including half-
term breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for 
children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral 
Centre by 9.25  am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the 
service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last 
part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but 
arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three 
years. Please ask one of the welcome team.  

During the main school holidays children should come into the 
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be 
invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a 
Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders 
bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For 
young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to 
enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team. 

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the 
month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with 
action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to 
with small children and not worry how they will 
behave! Refreshments are served in the church from 
11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about 
45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make 
friends. We need help with refreshments and 
welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at 
kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer! 

Youth Activities 
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, in the Pastoral Centre, 
for any young people aged 11–18 years old. Sunday morning REACH is 
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. Contact Liz and 
Mike 07591240161. 

CH I LDREN  AND  FAM I LY  
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The Brass & Bells 

concert took place in 

the Pastoral Centre 

on the 18th May. 

Music was provided 

by the Camberley 

and District Silver 

and St Michael’s 

Belles. £250 was 

raised for the 

WinSpire appeal. 

Brass & Bells 

100 Club Draw April 2019 
1st Prize:   Mrs Alice Sheridan No 33 £20 

2nd Prize:  Mrs Val Travers No 100 £10 

£35 has been passed to church funds. 
Rosemary Dobson 

Stewarding our parish resources 
In his Treasurer’s report to the Annual Meeting, Jon Toohey drew our 
attention to a £6000 deficit in our General Account. It would be lovely to think 
that generous giving would plug the gap. In the meanwhile, however, we’re 
tightening our belts. No more coloured paper for the newsletter! 
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Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730 
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50 

includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 

bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for 

information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 

more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please 

call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

 ACT I V I T I ES  AT  T HE  PAST ORAL  CENT RE  

REGULAR  ACT I V I T I ES  

House Groups meet each week at these houses:  

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252 

872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details. 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 

1.00 pm 
Sara Kaufman &  
Karen Carter 

138 College Road 
01276 31389 

Monday 8.00 pm 
Rupert & Sheridan 
Cremer-Evans 

11 Sylvan Ridge 
01344 777137 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Elizabeth Ritchie 
28 Wiltshire Avenue,  
Crowthorne 01344 762147 

Tuesday 8.00 pm John & Sue Campbell 
2 School Hill 
01344 776655 

Tuesday 7.30 pm John & Steph Martin 
25 Templar Close 
01252 873316 

Newsletter.  Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the July 

edition is Monday 24th June.  

You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the 

newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an 

email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 
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Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 8th June 

7.00–10.00pm 
Pastoral Centre 

Indoor bowling 
evening 

See p3 
(Social Side) 

 

  2 June Ann Harris Chris Harris 

  9 June Marian Blackmore Val Brown 

16 June Jenny Piggin Wendy Grafton 

23 June Betty Wilson Di Pullar 

Coffee Rota    

30 June Anne Clough Peter Clough 

Sunday 2nd June – 7th of Easter – Theme: Elijah and the Widow of 

Zarephath 

1 Kings 17:1–24 (p358); Luke 7:11–17 (p1035) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 9th June – Pentecost – Theme: Elijah and the prophets of Baal 

1 Kings 18:20–39 (p359); Acts 2:1–8,12–21 (p1093); 

John 14:8–17,25–27 (pp1082,1083) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Informal) 

11.30 am Baptism of Blake and Zachary Smith and Lylah Boucher 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at the Methodist Church 

Sunday 16th June – Trinity Sunday – Theme: Naboth’s Vineyard 

1 Kings 21:1–21a (p364); Luke7:36–8:3 (p1036) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm No service 

CHURC H  SERV I C ES  
Cha r i t y :  R e t r a k  

CHURC H  CA LEND AR  
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Sunday 23rd June – 1st after Trinity – Theme: Elijah runs away 

1 Kings 19:1–15a(p361); Luke 8:26–39 (p1038) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Community) 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong – Readings: Song of Songs 2 (p679);  

1 Peter 4:7–14 (p1220) 

Sunday 30th June – 2nd after Trinity – Theme: Passing on the mantle 

2 Kings 2:1–2,6–14 (p369); Luke 9:51–62 (p1040) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

  6.30 pm No service 

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk) 
if you need information about local services and 
amenities. 

  Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please 
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 


