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OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church.
Showing God’s love in the world.

Stepping out in Faith
In this church year we have recently celebrated the birthday of the church at
Pentecost and the big changes that happened as the disciples set forth on their
new mission, filled with the Holy Spirit to spread the word, whilst leaving
their old familiar way of life behind. On 14th we will welcome the Bishop of
Oxford to the confirmation service.
When I was confirmed in my teens the service was a separate one on a
midweek evening, rather than being held now as part of the Sunday morning
service, which gives our congregation the opportunity and privilege of seeing
the candidates make their promises and set out on the next stage of their
journey of faith. For all whom this month means a change either great or
small, I’d like to share a verse from my school’s end of year hymn.
God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep in love enfold you;
God be with you till we meet again.
Catherine Wilkins, Church Warden
Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those being baptised here
this month. Please pray for Michael Konizides and Patricia Watts, whose
funerals took place in June.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Bible Sunday, 7th July
We will be having a joint all-age Parish Communion/Family Service at the
different time of 10.00 am. Bible Sunday is our annual focus on reading the
Bible, and in particular we present children from our church who are going
up from year 2 to year 3 with their own Bible, with the hope that they will
read it and grow in their own faith. The Bible is a great source of guidance
and inspiration, but unfamiliarity with it can prevent us from enjoying its
riches. Bible Sunday is an opportunity for all of us to consider the place of the
Bible in our lives.

Confirmation in the Parish Communion, 14th July at 10.00 am
This year it’s our turn to host the Confirmation for the parishes of Sandhurst,
Crowthorne and Owlsmoor, and we have no less than the Bishop of Oxford,
Steven Croft, coming. It’s an opportunity for our church family to support
those who are marking an important step in their journey of faith by
affirming their faith in Jesus Christ and receiving prayer for the anointing
with the Holy Spirit. Inevitably, the service will be a little longer than usual,
around an hour and a half. There will be coffee/tea and cake afterwards in the
Pastoral Centre with an opportunity to meet the Bishop.
Please support the candidates by your attendance and by praying for them in
the run-up to the service and afterwards. They are:
(Adults) Corinne Smith, Martin Thomas, Nicky Thomas, Brendan Watson;
(Young people) Matilda Shand, Rachel Tang, Ada Thorne, Abby Waters.

Pledge Giving Envelopes
Envelopes for the next 12 months will shortly be available at the back of
church. Please look out for them. I am again using old stock so most people
will have new numbers this year. Weekly givers will be in boxes and monthly
givers either in boxes or in small airmail envelopes. If anyone who regularly
uses the blue pew envelopes would like to have a stock of numbered ones,
which will save you having to fill out your details each week, please contact
Brandon Ashton, Gift Aid Secretary by email at
brandon.ashton@ntlworld.com

Bishop Steven’s walk, Tuesday 3rd September
Bishop Steven will be starting his walk through the Diocese with Morning
Prayer at St George’s, Owlsmoor at 9.00 am on 3rd September. All are
welcome to attend the short service, and, if you wish, walk with the Bishop to
his next stop in Crowthorne.
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Keeping the faith on holiday
Are you going away on holiday this summer? Why not make your
holiday a time of spiritual as well as physical and/or mental refreshment?
Here are some ideas:
Reading material: in addition to taking a novel, why not pack your Bible
and daily notes (available from the back of church for free) and find 10–15
minutes a day to keep in touch with God with a little reading and prayer?
If youʹre a Kindle or tablet/iPad user, you can download the whole Bible –
some versions are free!
There are a number of online resources for daily prayer and Bible study.
Try these and find the one that works for you:
https://www.sacredspace.ie/ – Opening prayers and a Bible reading
with comment (needs 5-10 minutes).
https://www.ucb.co.uk/word-for-today – Opening prayers and a Bible
reading with comment (2-5 minutes, includes audio version).
https://pray-as-you-go.org – 10–13 minutes of reflective music, a Bible
reading and reflection (audio format).
https://www.wordlive.org/ – A Bible reading with short and more indepth comment, plus optional song to listen to.
Do also check out the prayer page on our website: www.stmichaelssandhurst.org.uk/prayer. You can also catch up with the sermons that are
preached while you are away by going to the page for services for the
current month.
There are also some Christian books – biographies and other material –
available for borrowing on the bookshelves in the Pastoral Centre.
Donʹt skip church on Sunday just because youʹre on holiday!
If youʹre in the UK, you wonʹt be far from a church. Youʹll find a warm
welcome, a change of scene and maybe some great ideas to share with us!
If you have children with you, try one that looks like it will be welcoming
to them – even if itʹs not Anglican! Abroad, there are also lots of Englishspeaking churches.
(Continued on page 5)
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CHILDREN AND FAMILY
is for everyone under school age and their carers. Itʹs
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 9.00 am to 11.00 am in
the Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs,
craft activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an
opportunity for play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also
welcome!

Parish Communion (9.30 am). During term time, including halfterm breaks, there are age-related activities in the Pastoral Centre for
children aged three up to school year 5 every week, and for Year 6+ on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. They should come to the Pastoral
Centre by 9.25 am to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the
month, when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning of the
service. The group leaders bring the children into the church for the last
part of the service every week. Our crèche is not currently running, but
arrangements can be made at short notice to care for children under three
years. Please ask one of the welcome team.

During the main school holidays children should come into the
church with their parents at the beginning of the service, and will be
invited to join a leader after a few minutes of the service to watch a
Christian story based DVD in the Pastoral Centre. The group leaders
bring the children into the church for the last part of the service. For
young children staying in the service there are play-bags for them to
enjoy – please ask one of the welcome team.

The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the
month, including school holidays. It is informal and child friendly, with
action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to
with small children and not worry how they will
behave! Refreshments are served in the church from
11.00 am; worship begins at 11.15 am and lasts about
45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make
friends. We need help with refreshments and
welcoming, so please email Kirsty Dunlop at
kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk if you’d like to volunteer!
Youth Activities
Sunday Dream Big Youth Club, 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, in the Pastoral Centre,
for any young people aged 11–18 years old. Sunday morning REACH is
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday during the 9:30am service. Contact Liz and
Mike 07591240161.
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(Continued from page 3)

You can find churches:
• in the UK, www.achurchnearyou.com , or www.findachurch.co.uk ;
• in Europe & Turkey, https://europe.anglican.org/where-we-are/
church-locations.
• Elsewhere, www.ics-uk.org.
A directory of English church services abroad is available at the back of
church (please donʹt remove it - copy down the details for your use later).

Adopting a new role
It hardly seems possible that we are in July, and halfway through the year
already. Back in January the prospect of becoming Church Warden was
months ahead, and here I am now, two months into my term of office, still
finding my feet and trying to assimilate a massive amount of information into
my rather full brain! As a child, July was a month that meant a birthday, the
end of term, and school holidays.
When I worked in retail it was the season of thank you gifts for teachers, and
for many years it has meant preparing to perform an opera. For many young
people, July is bitter-sweet as it sees not only the prospect of holidays, but the
end of an era and big life changes as they finish at school, college or
university and move on to the next stage of life, leaving the familiar behind
and stepping into the unknown.
As the summer progresses I can only hope that my church duties will take on
a familiar ring, to which I will become attuned. Please pray that I will be able
to carry out my duties effectively and that everything slots neatly into place.
Catherine Wilkins

From September our church school will have a new Head – Stuart Bevan,
who is currently Head of School at Robert Piggott Junior School in Wargrave.
Stuart will be taking over from Maire Bird (née McGrory), who is retiring.
Mrs Bird has just steered the school through a successful Ofsted inspection, in
which we scored ‘Good’.
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Our current Deputy Head, Simon Cotterill, will also be leaving the school to
take up the post of Headteacher at New Scotland Hill School.
Congratulations to Simon, and those who know him from St Michael’s will
confirm that New Scotland Hill will be glad to have the benefit of the vision
and passion which informs everything he does.
Please pray for Maire, Stuart and Simon, and for the staff, governors, parents
and children of both schools as they adjust to new leadership. Please also
pray for the St Michael’s Governors as they consider changes to the structure
of the Governing Body. And don’t forget the year 6 children as they leave to
go to secondary schools – always a big step which brings both excitement
and some trepidation!

You can read more about the school at www.st-michaels-school.org.

Messy Church – Thursday 1st August
For children (and adults) looking for another fun activity this summer, help
is at hand! Messy Church will run from 9.30 to 11.30 am on 1st August in St
Michael’s Pastoral Centre. Any offers of help with
setting up, doing refreshments or in other ways will be
gratefully received – contact Angela Harper
familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk or
07456 190201.

Saving the Planet Through Music concert, Saturday
13th July at 7.30 pm
This variety concert will feature some of your best loved artistes: St
Michael’s Choir will sing a variety of sacred and secular music, St Michael’s
Belles will wow us with their skills on the handbells, and members of the
Castle family (John, Adam and Matt|) will also be showcasing their musical
talents. There will be something for most tastes, from Tudor to
contemporary, classical to folk and jazz. There will be refreshments
including strawberries and cream. All free – but we are looking for generous
donations to A Rocha, the Christian Environmental Charity which we
promoted in Lent. Please come, support and enjoy!

Compassion UK
Compassion UK is St Michael’s charity for July. It is a Christian charity that
believes that poverty steals children’s childhood and empowers children to
overcome it.
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The charity, which is 66 years old, encourages its supporters to sponsor a
child, enabling him or her to go to school, receive medical care and
vocational training that will lead to employment. Compassion can
demonstrate that their sponsored children are more likely to be employed as
adults.
Compassion believes that its approach is highly focussed: each child is
linked to a sponsor who will give them support and hope for the future.
Their approach can be summed up in just three words, ‘compassion for
children’.
Each child is put in the care of a local church-based Compassion project. As
a Christian charity, Compassion is responding to God’s call to care for the
poor; ‘whilst Christ’s love motivates us, we help children and families in
poverty regardless of belief.’ St Michael’s Church believes that as the charity
works through churches and engages in Christian mission activities, it
supports four of the five Anglican Marks of Mission – see the charities page
of St Michael’s website (http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
charities.html). See also Compassion’s website (https://
www.compassionuk.org) for more information.

Plea from the editor
From time to time people are asked to write a front-page piece for the
newsletter. I am more than grateful to receive these, however, there is only a
limited amount of space available to fit the text. The comfortable word count
on the front page is about 180 words, more than that and I have to squash
things up and even, perish the thought, crop the picture on the front page.
To be honest, you can actually get away with fewer words than that. I would
be quite happy if people aimed at 150 words. If you come up with a topic
that needs fuller treatment, there is often space inside.
Jim Somerville

100 Club Draw May 2019
1st Prize: Mrs Ann Harris No 109 £20
2nd Prize: Mrs Val Brown No 1 £10
£30 has been passed to church funds.
Rosemary Dobson
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Bereavement Awareness Course
What do you say to someone who has been recently bereaved? Often we’d
love to bring some comfort and support, but don’t know where to start, or
are afraid of saying the wrong thing and causing further upset. Well, help is
at hand! On Saturday 19th October we will be hosting a visiting team from
Care for the Family to give a day’s training on Bereavement. This is open to
anyone who’d like to be better able to understand bereavement and how to
give the right kind of support. There will be further information about how
to sign up in due course. Meanwhile, if you are at all interested, put the date
in your diary, and talk to Steph Martin or Angela Harper.

Saving the Planet – what we’re doing
Following our sermon series in March, the Church Council (PCC) has set up
a working party to investigate how we can become more environmentfriendly as a church. The team of Kate Waters, Clare Hardy and Thea Parker
will be using the Eco-Church framework created by A Rocha, our Lent
charity, to look at a variety of areas, from practical ways we can save energy
as a church to how we can encourage our members and the wider
community to make the climate crisis a priority in our everyday lives. Please
think and pray about what we can do to help protect God’s beautiful earth
and ensure a sustainable future for our children and grandchildren, those
who are most affected by climate change and pollution and the millions of
other living things with whom we share the planet.
You might also be interested in reading Bishop Steven’s blog: https://
blogs.oxford.anglican.org/the-time-is-now/.

On the Social Side
Support for the Indoor Bowling Evening on 8th June (pictures overleaf) was
a little disappointing, but those who came along had plenty of opportunities
to hone their bowling skills and over £150 was raised for WinSpire. So
thanks go to Karen and Nick Allen for organising a thoroughly enjoyable
evening, and to John Campbell, who transported the alley.
On Saturday 13th July at 7.30 pm there will be a concert in church in aid of
the Christian environmentalist charity A Rocha. There is more information
elsewhere in this newsletter (see p5), so just a note that it will include
contributions from our choir, the Belles and from the Castles! There will be
refreshments and a retiring collection.
Our next Parish Lunch will be on Sunday 21st July at the Village Inn (not the
Bird-in-Hand). Meet at 12.45 to be seated by 1.00 pm. The Village Inn has a
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conservatory with room for 24 that we will have to ourselves. However,
they have asked that we pre-order our food, so I will circulate a menu nearer
the date and collate the orders. The Sunday Roast lunch costs £9.99. If you
would like to come along please let me know asap.
Finally, it’s Karen Allen’s jam & preserve making season again. She has
plenty of strawberries but other suitable produce will be welcomed with
open arms. If possible, have a word with her first just to warn her it’s
coming. She can’t wait to be inundated!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES

House Groups meet each week at these houses:
2nd and 4th
Mondays

1.00 pm

Monday

8.00 pm

Tuesday

7.30 pm

Tuesday

8.00 pm

Tuesday

7.30 pm

Sara Kaufman &
Karen Carter

138 College Road
01276 31389

11 Sylvan Ridge
01344 777137
28 Wiltshire Avenue,
Elizabeth Ritchie
Crowthorne 01344 762147
2 School Hill
John & Sue Campbell
01344 776655
25 Templar Close
John & Steph Martin
01252 873316
Rupert & Sheridan
Cremer-Evans

If anyone would like to join a group please speak to Karen Symons (01252
872161) or email karen@2symons.com for more details.

Coffee Rota
7 July
14 July

George Castle

Jennie Hulbert

Gill Robertson

Rosemary Dobson

21 July

Gillian Davies

Joy Alexander

28 July

Ann H-Davies

Ruth Eve

Newsletter. Please send emails to newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
or leave written requests with the church office. The deadline for the August
edition is Monday 29th July.
You will normally be able to view or download a colour copy of the
newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version as an
email attachment please contact David Hunt at david.hunt@bcs.org.uk.
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CHURCH CALENDAR
Date & Time Venue

Event

Sat 13th July
7.30 pm

Saving the Planet
Through Music – a
See p6
concert in aid of
A Rocha

Church

Contact

Sun 14th July
Church
10.00am

Confirmation

See p2

Sun 21st July
Village Inn
12.45 pm

Parish Lunch

Chris Harris

Thur 1st Aug

Pastoral Centre

Messy Church

Angela Harper

Tue 3rd Sept

Starts at St
George’s
Owlsmoor

Bishop Steven’s
Walk

See p2

ACTIVITIES AT THE PASTORAL CENTRE

Little Sandhurst Nursery Group. Daily! Contact Karen on 07730
340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk for details.
Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5.50
includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or
bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for
information.

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds).
3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds).
Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For
more information ring Carl on 01344 762712.

The Rock and Pop Foundation
Guitar tuition sessions are on Thursdays. For further information please
call 0844 879 3305 or visit www.rockandpopfoundation.com.
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Bowling action!
The indoor bowling evening
took place on the 8th June
in the Pastoral Centre.

Photos: Chris Harris

JULY CHURCH SERVICES
Charity: Compassion UK
Sunday 7th July – 3rd after Trinity (Bible Sunday) – Theme: Naaman and
the little girl
2 Kings 5:1–14 (p373); Luke 10:1–11,16–20 (p1041)
8.00 am
Holy Communion
10.00 am
Joint Parish Communion and Family Service
6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer
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Sunday 14th July – 4th after Trinity – Theme: Confirmation
Readings to be announced
8.00am
Holy Communion
10.00 am
Conﬁrmation
6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at St George’s

Saturday 20th July – Wedding
4.00 pm

Jody Brown and Fern Jarvis

Sunday 21st July – 5th after Trinity – Theme: Spending time
with Jesus
Genesis 18:1–10a (p17); Luke 10:38–42 (p1042)
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Parish Communion (Reﬂective)
11.15 am
Family Service
6.30 pm No service

Sunday 28th July 2019 – 6th Sunday after Trinity – Theme: How
to pray
Genesis 18:13–22 (p18); Luke: 11:1–13 (p1042)
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Parish Communion (Community)
11.30 am
Baptism of Leo Schwarze
6.30 pm
Sung Evensong – Theme: A miraculous escape
Readings: 1 Kings 6:11–14,23-38 (p341); Acts 12:1–17 (p1106)
Find us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
Follow us on Twitter (@StMichaelShurst)
https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst
If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, please
email David Hunt on david.hunt@bcs.org.uk.

Go to Sandhurst Pride (www.sandhurstpride.co.uk)
if you need information about local services and
amenities.
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