
Harvest Festivals remind us of the 
fundamental Christian doctrine of God  
as Creator, and of our dependence on 
the natural world for our very survival.

Two recent programmes I watched on 
TV, however, gave a different slant on 
this.  The first was the live-streamed 
Eucharist in which Bishop Olivia gave 
a moving and challenging sermon* on 
our response to the current ecological 
crisis. The other, of course, was 
David Attenborough’s ‘Extinction: the 
Facts’, describing the massive loss of 
biodiversity, caused by humans, which  
is occurring right under our noses.

But there is hope: we still have a window 
of opportunity to turn things around. And 
as Christians, we have rich resources in 
the Bible and Christian tradition to help 
us live more appreciative and sustainable 

lives. One inspirational model for me 
is St Francis of Assisi, whose festival is 
this month. Francis’ calling led him to 
preach the gospel, serve the poor and 
celebrate the creation (one of his poems 
inspired the hymn ‘All creatures of our 
God and King’). Caring for creation is not 
an optional extra for Christians: it is a 
fundamental expression of our faith.

Rev John CastleRev John Castle
*Link for Bishop Olivia’s sermon:  
https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=655480145349150
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St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN

St Michael’s News   October 2020

The church building is now open at certain times, please see our websiteThe church building is now open at certain times, please see our website, 
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukwww.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information.for up-to-date information. 

All good gifts around us…

Please pray for all those on the prayer board

PARISH OFFICE UPDATEPARISH OFFICE UPDATE
The office is still physically closed 
to visitors (including members of 
the church), but Nicola ThompsonNicola Thompson 
is now working in the Parish Office 
on Mondays and Thursdays from 
10:00am–12:00pm and can answer 
enquiries about baptisms, wedding  
or hall bookings by phone or email:  

T: 01252 873030T: 01252 873030 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

Sunita McIntoshSunita McIntosh is continuing to work 
from home on Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday from 10:00am–1:00pm, and 
can be contacted about any matters 
to do with the churchyard, funerals or 
finance on mobile phone or email: 
M: 07851 559771 M: 07851 559771 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk
For pastoral matters you can phone 
the Rector, Rev John Castle Rev John Castle on:   
T: 01252 872168T: 01252 872168

Adult toothpaste
Ladies & men’s  
deodorant
Shaving cream
Razors

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=655480145349150
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=655480145349150
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/800th-anniversary.html
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk


Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am Parish Communion Service. 

Reach (year 6 and up) also takes place on Sundays at 9:30am.

Dream Big Youth Club starts on Sunday 4 October from 6:00-8:00pm.  
Just to remind you that you need to wear a face mask for youth club, unless you have 
an exemption. Also that parents can not enter the building, please wait outside when 
dropping of and collecting.

Bible Bites (for children in years 5 & 6 at St Michael’s School)  
runs on alternate Monday afternoons, 3:15-4:30pm in the church.  
Next meetings: 12 October, 2 November. Due to social distancing  
requirements, children will be in school ‘bubbles’. 
Please contact Angela Harper for details familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk,  
or tel: 07456 190201.

22

G R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U N G  P E O P L EG R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U N G  P E O P L E

T H E  FA M I LY  S E RV IC ET H E  FA M I LY  S E RV IC E
Mornings & afternoons

 Contact us  
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? Please send emails to: 
newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. The deadline for entries in the October edition The deadline for entries in the October edition 
is is Monday 26 OctoberMonday 26 October. . You can view or download a colour copy of the newsletter on the 
website. If you would like to receive that version via email, please contact David Hunt at: 
david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

We realise that for many families, Sunday mornings are a busy time, 
with children’s activities such as sport, swimming, dancing etc. 
conflicting	with	church.
After talking to several families, we are going to experiment with 
running the Family Service in the afternoon once per month, on  
the 3rd Sunday, till January. We do hope that you will give this a 
try, whatever your own circumstances.
December will be a little unusual, in that we will have the Christingle service on  
13 December (second Sunday) at 4pm, and there will be no Family Service on 20 December.
The schedule for the next few months will therefore be:

SUNDAYSUNDAY TIMETIME SERVICESERVICE

4 October 11:15am Family Service

18 October 4:15pm Family Service

1 November 11:15am Family Service

15 November 4:15pm Family Service

SUNDAYSUNDAY TIMETIME SERVICESERVICE

6 December 11:15am Family Service

13 December 4:00pm Christingle Service

3 January 11:15am Family Service

17 January 4:15pm Family Service



Rt Revd Christopher Chessun celebrated Eucharist and preached for our Patronal 
Festival 9:30am service on Sunday 27 September. Christopher was curate at  
St Michael’s from 1983-87.
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Is anyone else troubled by the amount of discarded disposable 
face masks that are littering supermarket car parks, grass 
verges and pavements? We are fortunate to have our 
community litter pickers out in force (you may see their pink 
rubbish bags neatly tied up awaiting collection) in Sandhurst, 
but they have reported many masks and disposable gloves 
having been discarded rather than put into a bin. As well as 
the mess it causes, animals and birds are getting caught in the 
elastic, which is causing many to die.
What can we as a church and individuals do? 

 Firstly, when disposing of masks, cut the elastic so that 
creatures can’t get tangled, before putting in the bin. 

 Secondly, how about changing to a washable and  
reusable mask? 
Thanks to a couple of people, we have had hand made masks 
available for a donation to church funds on a ‘pay what you 
can	afford‘	basis	at	church	ever	since	it	became	mandatory.	
It’s	only	a	couple	of	small	changes,	but	think	of	the	difference	
that we could make. If you would like to join the mask makers 
and make some masks to donate to church, please get in 
touch and I can provide a template and instructions. 
Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden

Church parking
A reminder that we 
will not have access to 
parking at the school on 
Sundays until November. 
In addition, on week days 
we will be making clearly 
marked parking spaces 
available	to	school	staff	
in the Pastoral Centre car 
park until half term at the 
end of October.

Churchyard 
working party 
10 October from 9:30am
Please let me know if 
you can help so I can 
allocate tasks (all tasks 
will be individual and 
not team to preserve 
social-distancing). 
Please bring your own 
gloves, googles and tools.
Peter Hulbert

Wild flower seeds
Further to my article 
earlier this year about wild 
flowers	in	the	churchyard,	
I hear that many homes in 
Sandhurst have recently 
received a small packet 
of	wild	flower	seeds	
courtesy of Yeo Valley. 
If you don't plan to use 
these yourself, I would be 
pleased to receive these via 
the	Parish	Office	for	use	in	
the churchyard next year. 
Thank you.
Brandon Ashton
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Well, the Flower Festival and the 
Michaelmas Fair have now come and gone 
and, to my considerable relief, we actually 
had buyers at the Fair! In fact, they bought 
items to a total of over £1100 which, in the 
current circumstances, is an amazing total. 
So, my thanks to all the stallholders and 
others who helped out over the two days, 
and to all who came along and bought –  
we couldǹ t have done it without you.
We had several comments from visitors to 
the	effect	that	they	were	glad	the	events	
had gone ahead and suggestions that we 
should repeat the Fair nearer Christmas. So 
that we will do. Covid and the government 
permitting, we intend to run a smaller Fair 

on Sunday 15 November, in the morning. 
This will concentrate on Christmas related 
items. It will also be your last chance to buy 
a	number	to	go	in	the	raffle	for	the	beautiful	
Advent Calendar, made by Jennie Hulbert 
and pictured in a previous Newsletter.  
We will draw the lucky number that day. 
Please make a note of the date – we do hope 
you will come along and support the event 
and, through it, our church.
The picture attached will give you just a taste 
of the wide range of items to be found on the 
craft stall, some of which have been pictured 
in previous ‘On the crafty side’ pieces.
Chris Harris, Social Committee                                                                                           

O N  T H E  C R A F T Y  S I D EO N  T H E  C R A F T Y  S I D E

First of all, I’d like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who has continued with 
their regular giving through the past 
trying months. I know many of you who 
normally use the envelope scheme have 
found alternative ways to give and I would 
encourage you to continue to do this. 
Details of alternatives can be found on the 
St Michael’s website at:  
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/donations. 
Our preferred method for regular donations  
is for you to join the ‘Parish Giving Scheme’. 
This involves a Direct Debit, managed 
on our behalf by the Church of England, 
and includes Gift Aid tax recovery where 

applicable,	but	you	can	also	make	one	off	
donations through the Charities Aid Foundation 
(CAF) website. You will be able to make your 
payment using a CAF Charity Account (if you 
already have one), Card or Paypal. 
For those who would still like to use 
envelopes, you will know that I have not yet 
distributed new ones this year. If you have old 
envelopes please continue to use these and 
simply change the date on the envelope. If you 
need new envelopes, please contact me either 
by email at: brandon.ashton@ntlworld.com  
or	via	the	Parish	Office	and	I	will	get	in	touch	
to arrange delivery.
Brandon Ashton

Envelopes for planned giving

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/donations
http://www.cafonline.org
mailto:brandon.ashton@ntlworld.com


3
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These two hymns have a Greek link.
Come ye thankful people come
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=t3n7IUCdqAM
Rev Henry Alford (1810-1870) was rector  
of Aston Standford in Buckinghamshire. 
The tune is St. George and was written  
by George Elvry when he was organist  
at St. George’s Windsor.
The hymn has numerous biblical 
references including Psalm 100:4,  
Matthew 13:24-30 and Mark 4:26-29.
Come ye thankful people come has appeared  
in an episode of Dad’s Army and is reputed 
to have been an inspiration for a poem in  
The Magicians Nephew by CS Lewis (part  
of The Chronicles of Narnia series).

Rev Alford wrote several books, one of  
the most important being a four-volume 
commentary on the Greek New Testament. 
There is also an Alford’s law of biblical 
interpretation.
Hail gladdening light
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jPmBRI5BPI8
This was originally written in Koine Greek, 
(Phos Hilaron is the Greek name) and it is the 
earliest known Christian hymn recorded 
outside the bible that is still in use today. 
The version we use was translated by John 
Keble (and for the Greek Scholars among 
us; there are several other translations) and 
it is sung as a chant, a capella and is sung at 
the Evensong services.

Annual meeting (APCM), Sunday 11 October, 11am 
The APCM was delayed from April due to Covid-19. You can attend in person in church, or 
remotely as follows: If you are on the Electoral Roll and wish to participate and vote then 
please join on Zoom (meeting ID is 812 2720 2870, passcode is 686980). If you are not on the 
Electoral Roll but want to watch and possibly ask questions then join on Facebook Livestream.
We	are	looking	for	new	people	of	different	ages	and	experience	of	life	to	join	the	Church	
Council (PCC) and Deanery Synod. If you’d like to contribute to the governing body of our 
church, and represent other members of the congregation, or nominate someone else (with 
their agreement!) please pick up a form in church or from www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. 
Papers for the APCM are contained in the Annual Review. Please read it to learn about the 
different	activities	that	have	taken	place	in	our	church.	This	and	the	Annual	Report	and	
Accounts can be found at our website (address above).

Sermon series on Nehemiah
Here is a summary of what we’ll be studying in the sermon series this month:

Sunday Bible ref. Title Story
4 October Nehemiah 

4:1-23
Opposition and Opposition and 
discouragementdiscouragement

The	Jews	face	opposition	from	local	officials	and	
threats of violence; the workers become discouraged.

18 October Nehemiah 
5:1-13

Putting your Putting your 
house in orderhouse in order

Nehemiah tackles exploitation of the poor by 
wealthy members of the community.

25 October Nehemiah 
8:1-18

Attending to Attending to 
God’s wordGod’s word

Ezra reads from the Law of God and the people 
reinstate the Festival of Tabernacles.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3n7IUCdqAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3n7IUCdqAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPmBRI5BPI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPmBRI5BPI8
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81227202870?pwd=R1I0bXJucVliRnk1K01Sa3FERVhwZz09
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst/live
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Thank you to all who helped 
in the variety of ways with the 
flower	festival,	it	was	greatly	
appreciated by all who came, 
including some people who had 
rarely left home since lockdown 
in March. There was a steady 
stream of visitors on all three 
days and a large majority of 
those attending were not people 
associated with St. Michael’s. 
We raised over £250 at the 
festival for general funds.
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden ‘Shelter in life’s storms’, by Sandhurst Counselling Service 

‘800 years of baptisms’  
by Sandhurst Churches Together

‘800 years of making a joyful noise unto the Lord’  
by St. Michael & All Angels Choir

 We need your help 
Can you operate a laptop and are  
happy switching quickly between 
different	programs?	
Do you attend the 9:30am service?  
If so, would you be willing to operate 
the laptop at the front of the church 
for the live-streaming? 
If you want to know more, please 
speak to John Castle or Emma Hodge. 

Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

I have restarted the draws for April onwards 
and will contact everyone in due course for 

payments that are due. 

April 2020
1st Prize: No 11  £20  Catherine and Ken Wilkins

2nd Prize: No 8  £10  Mrs Diana Pidgeon
£30 has been passed to church funds.

Rosemary Dobson

100 CLUB
DRAW
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‘800 years of music…  
30 years of St. Michael`s Belles’  

‘800 years of worship’ by St. Michael & All Angels Flower Arrangers

‘800 years of worship… and mice’

‘800 years of prayer’
‘Not quite 800 years of playing & learning’  
by Little Sandhurst Nursery Group

Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurstwww.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the 
website, please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

years of worship

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/800th-anniversary.html
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Charity : Crowthorne Foodbank
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Sunday 4 October – 17th after Trinity
 8:00am Holy Communion  
  Theme: Opposition  
  and discouragement 
  Readings: Nehemiah 4:1-23 (p488);  
  Matthew 10:16-23 (p975)
 9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional) 
  Theme: Opposition  
  and discouragement 
  Readings: Nehemiah 4:1-23 (p488);  
  Matthew 10:16-23 (p975) 
 11:15am Family Service 
  Theme: St Francis 
  Reading: Matthew 6:25-34 (p971)
 6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 
  Theme: Creation

Sunday 11 October – 18th after Trinity
  Theme: Harvest 
 8:00am Holy Communion  
  Readings: Deutoronomy 15:7-11 (p194; 
  Luke 16:19-31 (p1050-1051) 
 9:30am Harvest Thanksgiving (All-Age) 
  Readings: Luke 16:19-31 (p1050-1051)
 6:30pm Ecumenical Service  
  at St George’s Church 

Sunday 18 October – 19th after Trinity
 8:00am Holy Communion  
  Theme: Putting your house in order 
  Readings: Nehemiah 5:1-13 (p489);  
  Matthew 23:1-13 (p991-992) 
	 9:30am	 Parish	Communion	(Reflective) 
  Theme: Putting your house in order 
  Readings: Nehemiah 5:1-13 (p489);   
  Matthew 23:1-13 (p991-992) 
 16:15am Family Service 
  Theme: St Luke 
  Reading: Luke 5:17-26 (p1032-1033) 

Sunday 25 October – 20th after Trinity
  Theme: Attending to God’s word 
 8:00am Holy Communion  
  Readings: Nehemiah 8:1-18 (p492-493);  
  Matthew 7:21-28 (p972)
 9:30am Parish Communion (Community) 
  Readings: Nehemiah 8:1-18 (p492-493);  
  Matthew 7:21-28 (p972) 
 6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Harvest Thanksgiving, Sunday 11 October, 9:30am
This year at 9:30am we will be having an All-Age service without Communion. If you 
wish to receive communion on that day, please attend the 8:00am service. You can still 
join in at 9:30am if you wish! The following items are needed. Please bring Harvest gifts 
for Crowthorne Food Bank from this list:

Alternatively, you can donate money at:  
https://crowthorne.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/

Non-food
Anti bacteria spray
Bleach/Toilet cleaner
Handwash liquid/Soap
Washing up liquid
Shampoo  
& conditioner

Adult toothpaste
Ladies & men’s  
deodorant
Shaving cream
Razors

Food
Tinned sponge 
puddings
Tinned potatoes
Tinned veg
Tinned tomatoes
Tinned fruit

Tinned pasta with 
meat, cheese & ravioli
Orange and  
blackcurrant squash
Coffee
Tinned custard

https://crowthorne.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://crowthorne.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/

