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St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN
The church building is now open at certain times, please see our website,
website
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information.
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
PARISH OFFICE UPDATE
The office is still physically closed
to visitors (including members of
the church), but Nicola Thompson
is now working in the Parish Office
on Mondays and Thursdays from
10:00am–12:00pm and can answer
enquiries about baptisms, wedding
or hall bookings by phone or email:
T: 01252 873030
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
office@stmichaels-sandhurst org.uk

Sunita McIntosh is continuing to work
from home on Monday, Tuesday and
Friday from 10:00am–1:00pm, and
can be contacted about any matters
to do with the churchyard, funerals or
finance on mobile phone or email:
M: 07851 559771
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
office@stmichaels-sandhurst org.uk
For pastoral matters you can phone
the Rector, Rev John Castle on:
T: 01252 872168

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church.
Showing God’s love in the world.
The clocks have gone back, and the
light evenings of summer are gone. It is
becoming too chilly to sit out in the garden
in the warm sunshine or even to enjoy
a glass of chilled Chablis on the patio as
the light fades. November is traditionally
a time of remembrance. It begins with
All Saints and All Souls and moves swiftly
onto Remembrance Sunday. We give
thanks for the lives of those we have loved
and see no longer, for those who have had
a good influenced on our lives, and for the
Saints, who through their lives, helped
others to glimpse the love of God.
And we mourn the loss of those dear to
us and those both known and unknown
who gave their lives in the service of their
country and for our freedom.
But this year it is different. This year, while
we observe the traditional liturgical and
national events of remembering those whom
we have lost in war and in peace, we are

Please pray for all those on the prayer board

experiencing loss of a different kind. The
Covid-19 virus has affected our lives on
many different levels and, in all of this, there
are many aspects which have brought a
sense of loss which we need to acknowledge
and for which we need to grieve.
These are uncertain times which are
constantly changing. The way ahead is
not clear, and the end of the tunnel is not
insight. But as Christians we have the
assurance of God whose steadfast loving
care is unchanging and unchangeable, so:

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Romans 12:12
Rev Jane Kraft

C H A R I T Y OF T HE MON T H: T E A R F UND
Tearfund are involved in emergency
disaster relief, including helping 42,450
Rohingya refugees in the Cox’s Bazaar
Displacement camp in Bangladesh, and
bringing relief to 204,750 victims of natural
and man-made disasters in South Sudan.

Who are Tearfund?
To answer this, here are some extracts
from their Annual Report 2019/20:
https://www.tearfund.org/about_us/
annual_report/

They also work for long-term community
transformation, as in the following examples:

Tearfund is a Christian relief and
development agency committed
to eradicating poverty.

‘In Tanzania and Zambia, we’re
working with local churches

Tearfund’s call over the last 50
years has remained constant: to
follow our biblical mandate to see
people lifted out of material and
spiritual poverty.

to extend the household solar
project and bring power to more
homes, so families no longer have
to spend money on kerosene for
lamps, their health improves and

It has been three years since
we chose to focus on three
core areas, namely church and
community transformation, fragile
states, and environmental and
economic sustainability…

they can work into the evening,
generating more income.
In Burundi (East Africa):
working with a local partner to
provide Bible-based leadership
development to young adults, with

Our vision is to see people freed
from poverty, living transformed
lives and reaching their God-given
potential.

training which includes conflict
transformation skills. More than
100 young people have signed up
for an initial eight-hour course,

Our mission is to follow Jesus
where the need is greatest,
responding to crises and
partnering with local churches to
bring restoration to people living
in poverty.

with 34 committing to a year-long
course, which runs alongside
our Transforming Masculinities
programme designed to change
harmful practices and promote
the equality of men and women.’

Our values remain unchanged:
we seek to be Christ-centred,
compassionate, courageous,
truthful and servant-hearted.

Finally, Tearfund are involved in
campaigning on environmental issues,
which have the biggest impact on poor
people around the world.
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C H A R I T Y OF T HE MON T H: T E A R F UND
Examples of this are their 2019
Rubbish Campaign to put
pressure on Coca-Cola, Nestlé,
PepsiCo and Unilever to take
responsibility for their plastic
waste in poorer countries by
reducing their use of single-use
plastic and recycling it, and
their 2020 Reboot Campaign,
as part of the Climate Coalition,
to encourage the UK Government
to lead the world in delivering a
healthier, greener, fairer recovery
after the Coronavirus crisis.

How we can help
Be informed: Visit the Tearfund website and subscribe to regular updates.
Pray for their work.

Give financially – a one-off give (e.g. to an emergency appeal) is good, but a regular
commitment helps long-term development work. Imaginative ways to give include:
twinning your toilet or a tap or rubbish bin.
www.tearfund.org

Family worker fund – donation in memory of David and
Iris Bryant
Many of you reading this will have been personally touched by David and Iris Bryant, who
were active members of St Michael’s and also very active as volunteers in the Sandhurst
community, bringing people together and meeting practical needs. We wish to express our
gratitude to their family for a generous donation in their memory towards the Family Worker
Fund, which pays the salary of our Family Worker, Angela and enables her to support local
families, the kind of work which David and Iris would have strongly supported.

The Family Worker Fund is still in need of funding, and we would be pleased to hear
from anyone who would like to make a one-off donation or a regular contribution.

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website,
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
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W H AT ’ S H A P P E NIN G

Memorial service, 1 November
Our usual All Souls Tide service will take place in the church at 6:30pm on Sunday
1 November, and will be live-streamed to our public Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst/live_videos/.

The service will include hymns and music from the choir, and an opportunity to light
a candle in memory of a loved one. If watching at home, have your candle and matches
ready! Do invite family members and anyone who wishes to remember a loved one to join
us, either in the church or remotely.

Remembrance Sunday, 8 November
Sandhurst Town Council will not be holding the usual Act of Remembrance at the
Memorial Park this year, but instead will have a short recorded service available to view
on their website: http://sandhurst.gov.uk/, and their Facebook page. We will show this on
the screen in church after the Parish Communion service, just before 11:00am.

Gift Tree Project 2020
St Michael’s Church and Bracknell Forest Children’s Centre are working together
to support needy children in Sandhurst by buying them a Christmas gift. From
Sunday 15 November, you will be able to take part by doing the following:
• Take a tag from the Gift Tree.

• Register your tag and details on the sheet.

• Buy a gift for your child recipient with a value of £10–£20.

• Wrap the present and attach the tag to the outside of the gift.

• Return the gift during the Christingle Service at 4:15pm on
Sunday 13 December, or earlier to the church office.

Advent Sunday, 29 November
As usual we will be holding our annual Advent Celebration service at 6.30pm in the
church, also live-streamed, with readings and music from the choir following the theme
of Advent and helping us to prepare for the season. There will be plenty of seats in the
church, so please plan to be there in person if you can!
Advent: thoughts and reflections
This year, there will be a church Advent calendar. Each day, starting on Advent Sunday,
there will be something to reflect on. It may be a bible passage, a piece of music, a poem,
a piece of art, or a craft to make.
The Advent calendar will be posted daily on our Facebook page, but if you are not on
Facebook don’t worry, we can either email you a weekly summary or have a paper
summary for you to collect or which can be put through your door.
If you would like to receive a weekly summary, please let Catherine Wilkins know.
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W H AT ’ S H A P P E NIN G

Bracknell Forest Interfaith Forum
celebrates Interfaith Week

12th November 2020 7.30-9.00 pm
via Zoom

“How does Faith view illness
and death?”
With speakers representing the following faiths:

Baha’i, Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Sikhism, Islam

To register and receive the Zoom link for the event
please contact
bracknell.forest.interfaith.forum@protonmail.com
by 11th November
There is a 100 person limit for this webinar so please
ask for the link in advance
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PLANS FOR CHRISTMAS
Whilst we cannot predict the future, we are hoping to be able to run our special
Christmas services with Covid-safe measures in place, while maintaining the
character and atmosphere of each service. Subject to any changes in Government
restrictions, the following arrangements will apply to the Christingle, Nativity and
Carol services:
Numbers will need to be restricted for these services, and seats will be allocated
via a ticket ballot, run by the Churchwardens, e-mail:
churchwarden@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

The Carol Service will take place twice, on Sunday 20 December as well as
Christmas Eve, both at 7:00pm with a handbell concert from the St Michael’s Belles
from 6:15pm. The Christmas Eve version will be live-streamed.

People will be able to attend either the Christingle or the Nativity service, and one
Carol service only. The application forms will ask for first and second choice of service.
There will be application forms available to download and copies at the back of
church to apply for tickets. The closing date for Christingle/Nativity applications
will be Tuesday 1 December and, for the Carol Services, Sunday 6 December.

The Christingle Service will be on Sunday 13 December at 4:15pm, and will be
live-streamed. Those attending will receive a Christingle-making kit, instead of a
ready-made Christingle, and these will be available in advance to those who are
unsuccessful in applying for a ticket. (If you can help with making up the kits,
please contact Emma Hodge or Angela Harper.)

The Nativity Service will take place on Christmas Eve at 3:00pm. Children who
wish to dress up in costume will need to provide their own costume and arrive in it.
The format will be different to avoid contact between people of different families/
bubbles. The service will be live-streamed, but children will not be shown on
camera, except for any whose parents have agreed in advance for them to undertake
a particular task (e.g. read). A seating plan has been devised and after the closing
date, seats will be allocated and tickets issued a week before the various services.

We don’t want anyone to be excluded, and hope to accommodate as many people
as we can safely, with live-streaming enabling people to attend remotely. These
services will, as usual, be advertised to our local community as part of our outreach.
We would value your prayers for the smooth running of all services during the
Advent/Christmas period.
Please note: If we have to make changes to these arrangements in the light of
changes to Government Covid restrictions, these will be posted on the church
website and public Facebook page, www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst.
John Castle, Emma Hodge and Catherine Wilkins
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GROUPS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am Parish Communion Service.
Reach (year 6 and up) also takes place on Sundays at 9:30am.
Dream Big Youth Club on Sundays from 6:00-8:00pm.
Just to remind you that you need to wear a face mask for youth club, unless you have
an exemption. Also that parents can not enter the building, please wait outside when
dropping of and collecting.

Bible Bites

(for children in years 5 & 6 at St Michael’s School)
runs on alternate Monday afternoons, 3:15-4:30pm in the church.
Next meeting: 2 November. Due to social distancing
requirements, children will be in school ‘bubbles’.

Please contact Angela Harper for details familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk,
or tel: 07456 190201.

T H E FA M I LY S E RV I C E
Mornings & afternoons
We realise that for many families, Sunday mornings are a busy time,
with children’s activities such as sport, swimming, dancing etc.
conflicting with church.
After talking to several families, we are going to experiment with
running the Family Service in the afternoon once per month, on
the 3rd Sunday, till January. We do hope that you will give this a
try, whatever your own circumstances.

December will be a little unusual, in that we will have the Christingle service on
13 December (second Sunday) at 4:15pm, and there will be no Family Service on 20 December.
The schedule for the next few months will therefore be:
SUNDAY

TIME

SERVICE

SUNDAY

TIME

SERVICE

1 November

11:15am

Family Service

13 December

4:15pm

Christingle Service

15 November

4:15pm

Family Service

3 January

11:15am

Family Service

6 December

11:15am

Family Service

17 January

4:15pm

Family Service

Contact us
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? Please send emails
to: newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. The deadline for entries in the November
Nov
newsletter on the website. If you would like to receive that version via email, please contact
David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk.
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C ALL ING ALL SHOPPER S!
Sandhurst Counselling Service has just
been selected as one of the Co-Op’s
Community Good Causes for the year,
commencing 25 October.

Please consider signing up to the Co-Op
membership scheme and selecting
Sandhurst Counselling Service as your
nominated charity. By doing this, you
will not only be supporting this ethical
local store, but also giving financial
support to Sandhurst Counselling Service.

For more details, please contact me on
hulbertx@gotadsl.co.uk or 01344 775881.
Thank you

Peter Hulbert, SCS Treasurer
and Trustee

100 CLUB
DRAW

A big thankyou to everyone who
donated goods or money at our Harvest
Service for the Crowthorne Foodbank.
Bob from the Foodbank asked us to
pass on this message:
‘Please pass on our heartfelt thanks
to everyone involved in the Harvest
Collection you guys kindly did on our
behalf. Your total in weight was 113.65kg.’  

I have restarted the draws for April
onwards and will contact everyone in due
course for payments that are due.
Rosemary Dobson

May 2020
1st Prize: No 1  £20  Mrs Val Brown
2nd Prize: No 113  £10  Mrs Jenny Thorn
£30 has been passed to church funds.

We still need your help

June 2020

Can you operate a laptop and are happy
switching quickly between different
programs? Do you attend the 9:30am
service? If so, would you be willing
to operate the laptop at the front of
the church for the live-streaming?

1st Prize: No 29  £20  Mrs Rosemary Dobson
2nd Prize: No 92  £10  Mrs Joy Alexander
£30 has been passed to church funds.

July 2020
1st Prize: No 6  £20  Mr & Mrs Peter White
2nd Prize: No 11  £10  Mr & Mrs Ken Wilkins
£30 has been passed to church funds.

If you want to know more, please
speak to John Castle or Emma Hodge.
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden
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HYMNS OF THE MONTH
This month, both hymns were originally in Latin.

All people that on earth do dwell

O come, o come Emmanuel

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=us2O62TTqYA
‘All people that on earth do dwell’, or as it is
sometimes known the ‘old hundreth’,
is based on Psalm 100.
This hymn is by William Kethe, a
Scottish clergyman who had fled the
persecutions of Catholics by Queen
Mary (early sixteenth century), fled to
Frankfurt and then to Geneva where
he helped with the translation of the
Geneva Bible (1560).
In 1551 the Anglo-Genevan Psalter
(An English language book of Psalms
with music) was published in Geneva
and this included ‘All people that on earth
do dwell’ which was set to a tune by Louis
Bourgeois. William Kethe left Geneva
for England in 1561 he took a copy with
him, which introduced this music to the
English. It is humbling to think that this
favourite hymn first came into the English
language when having an English version
of the bible (and this could include the
Psalter) could result in death.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MD-jBLZSZNU
‘O Come O Come Emmanuel’ is based on a
Latin hymn and each verse of the hymn
looks at five of the seven ‘O Antiphons’
(an anitphon is a posh word for a short
refrain that is based on a biblical passage).
The antiphons in this hymn are all based
on passages from the prophet Isaiah
which foretell the birth of Jesus.

O wisdom – Isaiah 11:2-3
O Lord - Isaiah 33:22
O root of Jesse - Isaiah 11:10
O key of David - Isaiah 22:22
O dayspring – Isaiah 9:2
O King of Nations – Isaiah 2:4
O Emmanuel (God with us) – Isaiah 7:14

While this is a favourite of advent
services, several artists have also
recorded this hymn and the YouTube
link is from a New Zealand artist with
slightly different words to the ones we
normally hear.

Psalm 100
A psalm. For giving thanks.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the Lord is good and his love endures for ever;
his faithfulness continues though all generations.
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ECO-CHURCH

‘I’m dreaming of a green Christmas...’
There’s a lot that will be different about
Christmas this year, but ‘different‘ doesn’t
have to mean ‘worse’. If we’re going to have
to change what we do anyway, why not
look at making those changes more green?

  Repair or upcycle old decorations,
rather than buying new, or check out
local charity shops.

Make decorations from natural
greenery and fallen pine cones, ie. for
a door wreath or mantel display.

We have all had to alter our buying habits
during the pandemic, the eco-church team
has been looking at ways to change our
Christmas gift buying to make greener
choices. Here are their suggestions…

  Try making your own crackers. Don’t
put in cheap throw away plastic gifts that
won’t be used, but think about buying
things that will be used and are sustainable.

Shop from local and ethical stores and
websites and remember to take your
reusable bags shopping.

Check out the supermarkets for those
which are going glitter free with their
cards and gift wrap. If you need glitter,
look for bio-glitter which is biodegradable.

  Look out for online Christmas Fairs
for interesting handmade gifts.

  Buy rechargable batteries.

  Give gift experiences, eg. a day trip
rather than a physical present to save on
all packaging and waste.

  Give an ‘alternative gift’ – essentially a
donation to a charity on behalf of the
person you are giving to, which could be
the equivalent of paying for schooling for a
child or a food parcel for a refugee family.

Gift home grown pot plants or
planted bulbs.

Catherine Wilkins,
Churchwarden

Buy wooden toys and decorations
rather than plastic.

ON THE CR AF T Y SIDE
Did you miss out on the Michaelmas Fair in September? Well, don`t despair because
you will have another chance to view the wide variety of items on offer at our (pre-)
Advent Fair on Sunday 15 November, from 8:30-11:30am. We will have Jenny & Ann`s
big craft stall, Sarah & Brandon`s stamps & cards, Jennie Hulbert`s crafty stuff, Karen`s
jams & preserves, and, a new face – Erica`s craft stuff. Karen’s jams & chutneys will
also be available every Sunday until Christmas (probably from the boot of the car!).
You can arrange specific orders for collection by contacting Karen Allen after the fair
to check availability of flavours.
But, the highlight will occur at 11am sharp when we will draw the winner of
Jennie`s beautiful Advent Calendar. The lucky person will then have two weeks
to fill all the pockets!

If you want to see immediately whether you won come along and see – just make
sure you stay two metres away from all the other spectators! And even if you don`t,
please do come along and support the event and, through it, our church.
PS. Please bring cash, preferably lots of it!
Chris Harris, Social Committee
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CHURCH SERVICES IN NOVEMBER
Charity : Tearfund
Sunday 1 November – All Saints Sunday
Sunday 15 November – 2nd before Advent
8:00am Holy Communion
8:00am Holy Communion
		
Theme: The triumph of the saints
		
Theme: Accountable to God		
		
		
Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 (p1238); 		
Readings: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 		
Matthew 10:16-33
(p1188); Matthew 25:14-30 (p994)
9:30am Parish Communion (Reflective)
9:30am Parish Communion (Informal)
		
Theme: The triumph of the saints
		
Theme: Accountable to God		
		
Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 (p1238);
		
Readings: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 		
(p1188); Matthew 25:14-30 (p994)
11:15am Family Service and Baptism
Theme: All Saints
4:15pm Family Service
		
Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 (p1238);
Theme: Using your talents
		
Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 (p994)
6:30pm Memorial Service
6:30pm Ecumenical Service at the
Methodist Church
Sunday 8 November – 3rd before Advent
Theme: Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 22 November – Christ the King
8:00am Holy Communion
		
Readings: Micah 4:1-5 (p932);
		
Theme: The sheep and the goats
Matthew 5:1-12 (p968)
		
Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 		
(p865-866); Matthew 25:31-46 (p995)
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)
		
Readings: Micah 4:1-5 (p932);
8:00am Holy Communion
		 Matthew 5:1-12 (p968)
9:30am Parish Communion (Community)
10:55am Act of Remembrance
Sunday 29 November – Advent Sunday
		
Theme: The coming of the
Son of Man
		
Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9 (p750-751); 		
Mark 13:24-37 (p1019-1020)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)
6:30pm Advent Celebration
Readings: TBC
		
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections
as well as full worship services from the Church
of England at the end of a telephone line.
The line, which is available 24 hours a day on
0800 804 8044, has been set up particularly
with those unable to join online church services
during the period of restrictions in mind.

Visit Sandhurst Pride at www.sandhurstpride.co.uk
for more information about local services and amenities.
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