
On the first Sunday of August I’m preaching on how Joseph ended up in Egypt 
(Genesis 37). And I have to say that I had not studied that aspect of Joseph’s 
life in such detail before, and I was surprised with the resultant message it 
taught me. The message was all about our repentance and God’s forgiveness. 

When I was first ordained I was a volunteer Chaplain at the Wokingham hospice 
where my wife worked as a physiotherapist, and I met a terminally ill lady who 
was convinced that God would not forgive her for the life that she had led, and  
I found it difficult to convince her that she was forgiven, because she was 
clearly truly repentant. 

We all need to remember that one of the two criminals crucified with Jesus 
on the cross repented of his crimes just before he died and Jesus said to 
him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.’ And Jesus did not say, ‘Before I forgive 
you what was your crime.’ No, it was his repentance 
that secured his future. It is never too late to repent 
and turn to God.

Rev John WhiteRev John White
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Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world.
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St Michael’s News   August 2020

The church building is now open at certain times, please see our websiteThe church building is now open at certain times, please see our website, 
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukwww.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information.for up-to-date information. 

God’s infinite love and forgiveness

Please pray for all those on the prayer board, 
and for those being baptised this month

PARISH OFFICE UPDATEPARISH OFFICE UPDATE
The office is still physically closed 
to visitors (including members of 
the church), but Nicola ThompsonNicola Thompson 
is now working in the Parish Office 
on Mondays and Thursdays from 
10:00am–12:00pm and can answer 
enquiries about baptisms, wedding  
or hall bookings by phone or email:  

T: 01252 873030T: 01252 873030 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

Sunita McIntoshSunita McIntosh is continuing to work 
from home on Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday from 10:00am–1:00pm, and 
can be contacted about any matters 
to do with the churchyard, funerals or 
finance on mobile phone or email: 
M: 07851 559771 M: 07851 559771 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk
For pastoral matters you can phone 
the Rector, Rev John Castle Rev John Castle on:   
T: 01252 872168T: 01252 872168

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/800th-anniversary.html
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
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R E T R A K / H O P E  F O R  J U S T IC E:  R E T R A K / H O P E  F O R  J U S T IC E:  

Many in our church will remember visits 
from Maggie Crewes, who when she first 
visited St Michael’s was setting up  
a project for street children  
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Maggie is seconded from 
CMS Australia to Retrak, 
which has since merged with 
Hope for Justice (HFJ), and 
Maggie has now taken up the 
position of leading the Hope 
for Justice team in Cambodia. 
HFJ work to help victims of modern 
slavery and to prevent the conditions 
that let it happen. Street children are 
particularly vulnerable to trafficking. 

The team in Cambodia has a particular focus 
on rescuing and restoring child victims 

of exploitation and trafficking, and 
Maggie’s role includes a growing 

component of community 
prevention work. 
Part of their strategy is the 
‘Lighthouse’, a safe place 
where children who have 
been rescued from sex 

work and other exploitation 
can come for assessment and 

counselling before being directed 
to an appropriate programme. 
The following is an excerpt from one of 
Maggie’s recent newsletters:

Mission partner Maggie Crewes

10% of all donations to St Michael’s General Fund go to help the charities we support, 
including Retrak/Hope For Justice. But if you would like to make a one-off donation,  
or become a regular supporter, please visit: https://hopeforjustice.org/donate/uk/.
To receive Maggie’s newsletters, visit:  
https://www.cms.org.au/missionaries/maggie-crewes/#missionary-enews-signup.

Rada (name changed) came to us about 8 months ago after a terrible 
experience of being trafficked by a relative who thought she was 

grown up enough at 15 to work in a Phnom Penh bar. 

This of course was not just serving drinks but being forced also to 
serve sex. She was finally rescued out of this and is now, after a rough 
start, home with an auntie. She'd done almost no schooling, so setting 
up a small business was her choice. A sugar cane juicing machine that 

she can wheel around town and sell juice! 

This should be a good money earner as she settles down and 
reintegrates back to her family and community. Pray for "Rada" as she 
gets started over again and for Sorphea, our Economic Empowerment 

Manager, for training and supporting her. Sorphea is a committed 
Christian and has a big heart for these girls. Pray also for her.
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O N  T H E  C R A F T Y  S I D EO N  T H E  C R A F T Y  S I D E

The crafty stuff just keeps on coming!  
This month the items are all definitely 
Christmas related, starting with a 
decorated hanging tree decoration.
We also have pictures of our friendly 
Christmas gnomes, and the Scandinavian 
inspired wooden Father Christmasses – 
just right for a shelf somewhere. 
As ever, if you would like any of the 
items please do give us a ring on  
01252 871881. And doǹ t forget Steph`s 
hand-finished cards (full details and 
pictures on the Church website) or 
the variety of items crafted by Jennie 
Hulbert, which were featured last month.

Chris Harris, Social Committee

Write a letter to a child who is now free from trafficking
Millions of children are trafficked every year. Hope for Justice (HFJ) are working across the 
globe to set them free and to restore their dreams. To mark ‘World Day Against Trafficking 
in Persons’, HFJ would love you to join with them in bringing life,  
hope and joy to the children in their care by writing a letter  
to a survivor they support. 
Find out more at: https://hopeforjustice.org



H Y M N S  O F  T H E  M O N T HH Y M N S  O F  T H E  M O N T H

This month, the link is the Oxford 
Movement. The Oxford Movement was a 
nineteenth century movement centred in 
Oxford which sought a renewal of Roman 
Catholic thought and practice within 
the Church of England. Their ideas were 
published in ‘Tracts for the Times’ and, as 
a consequence, those who supported the 
ideas were known as Tractarians.

Praise to the holiest in the heights
https://youtu.be/RlBgTmiJCPI 
‘Praise to the holiest in the heights’ was 
written by John Henry Newman (1801-
1890) and is an excerpt from a lengthy 
poem called ‘The dream of Gerontius’ (also 
by John Newman) and the section that 
is this hymn is sung by the Fifth Choir 
of Angelicals.  The poem consists of the 
prayer of a dying man and the angelic 
and demonic responses as they explore 
his Roman Catholic beliefs. This hymn 

has provided comfort to those who face 
death including William Gladstone (1809-
1988) who was Prime Minister from 1868-
1874 & 1880-1885. John Newman was one 
of the leaders of the Oxford Movement.  
The tune that it is sung to is ‘Gerontius’ by 
the English musician and clergyman John 
Bacchus Dykes who was one of the more 
frequently commissioned hymn tune 
composers of the era.

Be thou my guardian and my guide
https://youtu.be/kuirBAKHc5g
‘Be thou my guardian and my guide’ was 
written by Issac Williams, another 
member of the Oxford Movement, and 
after winning an Oxford University prize 
for Latin Verse he became close friends 
with John Keeble, one of the leaders of the 
Oxford Movement. The hymn is said to be 
inspired by the line in the Lord’s Prayer 
‘And lead us not into temptation’.

As you may recall from last month’s article, 
Sid Hales had been doing all the grass 
cutting in the churchyard during lockdown.
Now that restrictions are being eased, 
reinforcements are arriving! The team of 
regular helpers are swinging back into action 
and resuming their grass cutting duties.
Another huge vote of thanks to Sid, who 
is still cutting multiple plots because not 
everyone has been able to resume work at 
this stage.

Anyone who might be interested in helping 
out please let me know, on 01344 775881.
I will be very happy to run through the work 
involved; as ever the more people helping,  
the less it is for any one individual.
Many thanks
Pete Hulbert,  
Churchyard work  
co-ordinator
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THE CHURCHYARD RE-OPENSTHE CHURCHYARD RE-OPENS

The Pastoral Centre is still closed
The building can however be opened for specific users or groups by prior arrangement.
Covid-19 regulations require you must complete a risk assessment in advance. Anyone 
wishing to enter the building should contact Dave Percival on 07802 660524 in advance to 
agree arrangements.

https://youtu.be/RlBgTmiJCPI
https://youtu.be/kuirBAKHc5g
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WORSHIPPING IN  THE  SUNSHINEWORSHIPPING IN  THE  SUNSHINE

The Family Service 
re-started back at 
the church in July, 
but outdoors to take 
advantage of the 
good weather.

Sandhurst Youth have an online Zoom meeting on a Thursday, during August:
Thursday’s, 4pm : an open youth chat for any young 
people. If you know someone who wants to be on the 
chats then please let me, or Liz Percival, know.  
We appreciate your support in prayer and chat.

Mike Gower, Youth Worker    http://sandhurstyouth.org.uk

 Contact us  
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter?  
Please send emails to: newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. The deadline for entries The deadline for entries 
in the September edition is in the September edition is Monday 24 AugustMonday 24 August. . 
You can view or download a colour copy of the newsletter on the website. If you would like 
to receive that version via email, please contact David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

http://sandhurstyouth.org.uk/about
https://zoom.us
http://sandhurstyouth.org.uk


E C O - C H U R C HE C O - C H U R C H
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  Find us on Facebook
  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, 
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

The Castle family has been on a journey – of technological upgrading. On the right of the 
picture you can see our little blue Daewoo, with a 995 cc petrol engine that emits 158g of 
CO2 per km (according to the V5C certificate). Then to the extreme left, plugged into our 
wall-mounted charger, is our Mitsubishi Outlander electric/petrol hybrid, with a 1998cc 
engine and a rating of 48 g/km of the greenhouse gas. 

And at the summit of eco-friendliness, 
pictured centre, is our all-electric Nissan 
Leaf, which has no petrol engine and zero 
CO2 emissions.
We love it. No engine noise, just a slight 
hum. Fantastic acceleration (my engineer 
friends say it’s because of the amazing 
torque of an electric motor). And the 
sense that we’re not contributing to global 
warming or children’s asthma by driving. 
(Although going by bike is still healthier!)

I can already hear many of you beginning to raise questions,/objections. How far does 
it go before the battery runs out? Where can you charge it? Doesn’t it increase your 
electricity bills? Isn’t an electric car much more expensive than a petrol or diesel?
If you want expert answers to your concerns, you will find them at:  
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/blog/electric-vehicles-debunking-myths. 
But here are a few comments from our experience of EV driving:

Most journeys we do are local, so well within the range of our Nissan Leaf, which is 
about 110 miles. Top of the range EVs can do more than twice that.
All motorway services have several EV charging points. We have registered with the  
3 companies which run these, so we can always find a charger. The satnav on our Leaf 
finds charging points along our route and tells us if they’re in use or not.
Driving carefully uses less energy – so it’s good for your driving too!
We had an EV charger installed on the Rectory wall, subsidised by a Government 
grant, and our electricity supply is 100% from renewable sources.
The outlay for buying the car is higher, but the running costs are much lower.

So what are you waiting for? Make your next car purchase an electric one, and do your bit 
to save the planet – before it’s too late!
Rev John Castle
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Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections 
as well as full worship services from the Church 
of England at the end of a telephone line.
The line, which is available 24 hours a day on 
0800 804 8044, has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services 
during the period of restrictions in mind.
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Flower Festival 
One of the displays we are aiming to put 
on will be based around Covid-19 and the 
lockdown. It will be formed of a Rainbow 
of artificial flowers and in the centre there 
will be different aspects of our lockdown 
life, anything from figures of key workers, 
to a zoom picture.
We need your help  
Please will you make some flowers in one 
(or more) of the colours of the rainbow, 
ideally by 11 September.   
How you make a flower 
is up to you, you can just 
colour in an outline of a 
flower, or you could do 
something far more creative.
Secondly, we need items for the centre 
of the display, if you are able to make 
something, or have a picture to donate, 
please let me have them (if you want them 
returned please put your name on them).

Heritage open days
We are looking at having this both in 
person and online. We are hoping to offer 
some online videos and sessions, one of 
which is based around the traditional 
British ingredients which  
are available in the 
Autumn (e.g. apples, 
blackberries, hops)  
and recipes. 
We need your help  
If recipes are simple, then we are 
looking for people who would be willing 
to host an online cooking session; if the 
recipes involve a specific skill set, or 
something that takes several days, then 
we are looking for people who would be 
willing to demonstrate the skill and have 
it recorded.
Thanks  
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden  
and Flower Festival Coordinator

Date Time Event Details

Sat 26 & 
Mon 28 Sept

All day Flower Festival On the Monday, the flower festival will  
be open only to groups/special needs.

celebrating  years of worship

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N GW H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R I N  S E P T E M B E R

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/800th-anniversary.html


Sunday 2 August – 8th after Trinity
  9:30am  Parish Communion  
  (Traditional) 
  Theme: The story of Joseph (part 1) 
  Readings: Genesis 37:1-4,12-28 (p41);  
  Matthew 13:54-58 (p980)
 11:15am Family Service 
  Theme: Joseph and his brothers   
  (part 1) 
  Reading: Genesis 37:1-4,12-28
 6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer
  Theme: Vision 

Sunday 9 August –9th after Trinity
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Informal) 
  Theme: The story of Joseph (part 2) 
  Reading: Genesis 39 (p43);  
  Matthew 5:27-30 (p969)

Sunday 16 August – 10th after Trinity
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Reflective) 
  Theme: The story of Joseph (part 3) 
  Readings: Genesis 45:1-5 (p50);  
  Matthew 20:20–28 (p988)
 11:15am Family Service 
  Theme: Joseph and his brothers   
  (part 2) 
  Reading: Genesis 45:1-15 (p50)

Sunday 23 August – 11th after Trinity
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Community) 
  Theme: Peter gets it right 
  Readings: Romans 12:1-8 (p1139);   
  Matthew 16:13-20 (p983)

Sunday 30 August – 12th after Trinity
  9:30am  Parish Communion (Traditional) 
  Theme: The cost of discipleship 
  Readings: Romans 12:9-21 (p1139);  
  Matthew 16:21–28 (p984)

C H U R C H  S E RV IC E S  I N  A U G U S TC H U R C H  S E RV IC E S  I N  A U G U S T
Charity : Retrak/Hope for Justice
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The 8:00am Holy Communion Service  
will be re-starting on Sunday 6 September. 
The 9:30am Parish Communion Service 
is now being held in the church building, 
subject to certain COVID-19 restrictions. 
The The 11.15am Family Service will take place 
either in the church or outside it, depending 
on the weather. 
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/ 
august-2020-services
www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
If you haven’t visited the church since  
the lockdown, you will find that every 
other pew has been blocked off, to allow  
for social distancing. 
We are taking the following additional 
measures to keep everyone safe:
• Please sanitise your hands on entering 
and on leaving the church.

• Please take a prayer book yourself from  
the side and at the end place it in the 
designated place.
• At the moment communion is only allowed 
to be served ‘in one kind’, i.e. bread only. 
• The priest will sanitise his or her hands and 
will wear a mask to give the wafer to you.
• The congregation will be asked to come up 
one at a time and receive standing.
• The current advice is that people wear face 
masks, although this is not compulsory.
We hope that many of our regular congregation 
will feel confident to join us physically in the 
church building. However, if for any reason 
you cannot attend in person, you can still 
watch the 9:30am Parish Communion Service 
live-streamed on our public Facebook page. 
You do not have to have a Facebook account, 
just the ability to access the internet.

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/

