
We can all remember asking this 
question as a child on a long car 
journey, or trying to answer it as a 
parent. After the Covid-induced 
bumpy ride of 2020, we may be fed up 
with waiting to arrive at the promised 
destination of ‘normal’ life. And just as 
we think we’re nearly there, we’re told 
that there’s still further to go.

Journeys can be endured or enjoyed. 
Enjoyment can mean admiring the 
changing scenery on the way, talking 
to fellow-travellers, using the time 
profitably to catch up with some 
reading or doing work on your laptop.

As a church over the past 9 months 
we’ve been putting a lot of effort into 

adapting to the new reality of Covid.  
As we journey into 2021, I think we 
need to move forward in new ways 
that work with Covid restrictions, rather 
than waiting till we’re able to do things 
the old way again. There are many 
things we could do to grow in our own 
faith, have fellowship with others and 
reach out to our community (see page 3 
to get started). 

Please share any ideas or requests with 
me or others. Let’s use the time and 
opportunities we have to knowknow God 
better, growgrow as individuals and as a 
church and showshow God’s love in the world!

Rev John CastleRev John Castle

O U R  P U R P O S E  A S  A  C H U R C HO U R  P U R P O S E  A S  A  C H U R C H
KnowingKnowing God for ourselves. GrowingGrowing as individuals and as a church. 

ShowingShowing God’s love in the world.
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The church building is only open at certain times, please see our website,  The church building is only open at certain times, please see our website,  
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information. www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information. 

Please pray for those severely ill with Covid, those whose treatment is disrupted, all 
working in Intensive Care, including Lindsay Franklin, and the families of Joy Steele 
and Keith Davenport (RIP).

PARISH OFFICEPARISH OFFICE

The office is still physically closed 
to visitors (including members of 
the church), but Nicola ThompsonNicola Thompson 
is now working in the Parish Office 
on Mondays and Thursdays from Mondays and Thursdays from 
10:00am–12:00pm10:00am–12:00pm and can answer 
enquiries about baptisms, wedding  
or hall bookings by phone or email:  

T: 01252 873030T: 01252 873030 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

Sunita McIntoshSunita McIntosh is continuing to work 
from home on Monday, Tuesday and Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday from 10:00am–1:00pmFriday from 10:00am–1:00pm, and 
can be contacted about any matters 
to do with the churchyard, funerals or 
finance on mobile phone or email: 

M: 07851 559771 M: 07851 559771 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

For pastoral matters you can phone 
the Rector, Rev John Castle Rev John Castle on:   
T: 01252 872168T: 01252 872168

Are we nearly there yet?

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
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S U P P O R T I N G  C H A R I T I E S  A T  S T  M I C H A E L’ SS U P P O R T I N G  C H A R I T I E S  A T  S T  M I C H A E L’ S

You will be aware (I hope!) that St Michaels tithes, that is gives one tenth, of its income 
to charitable causes and that we highlight them in our intercessions on a monthly basis. 
The ones that we have focussed on this year are: 

In January, the PCC will be deciding upon the charities for 2021 and 2022. They will 
be particularly interested in charities that are in line with and promote our values 
and beliefs, and those which have a specific connection with our church or one of its 
members, or inspire and engage church members. The aim is also to have a ‘portfolio’ of 
charities that work internationally, nationally and locally. 
If you have suggestions of charities that you would like to promote or champion, please 
contact Sue Campbell, Emma or Di Taylor so that your suggestions can be considered. 
You can send them care of the Parish Office, office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.
Sue Campbell, PCC member

JanJan Rwanda appeal (Sandhurst School) JulyJuly Compassion

Feb Feb St. Michael’s Hardship Fund AugAug Howard Stilliard Memorial Fund

MarMar Day Centre SeptSept St. Michael’s School (prayed for)

AprApr Barnabas Fund OctOct Foodbank – Harvest

MayMay Retrak NovNov Tearfund

JuneJune Church Mission Society DecDec Children’s Society

Thank you on behalf of the Children’s Society 
We would like to say thank you to all who donated.

£20 was raised via our contactless terminal ‘Zac’
£125 was raised via online / QR donations direct to the Children’s Society
The amount of money raised via cash donations is still to be confirmed.

If you still want to donate, please either return an envelope (marked Children’s Society)  
or collection candle to the church or via https://thyg.uk/CUS024252 

Janet Rogers Volunteer Speaker  
& Ambassador, The Children’s Society  
and Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of England at the end 
of a telephone line.
The line, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044, 
has been set up particularly with those unable to join online 
church services during the period of restrictions in mind.

mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
https://thyg.uk/CUS024252
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Stepping boldly into 2021…
Would you like 2021 to be better than 2020? 
Stupid question, you might think. So if the 
answer is ‘Yes’, what can we do to make it 
so? George VI in his Christmas Day message 
in 1939 famously quoted the advice in the 
poem by Minnie Louise Haskins to ‘put your 
hand into the Hand of God’ as we face the 
uncertainty of the future. 
As Christians we have enormous resources 
in God to guide and strengthen us. We 
can access them through things we do as 
individuals, e.g. prayer and study, but also, 
very importantly, through each other. This 
includes meeting for worship or bible study, 
whether physically or online, but also more 
informal things like chatting with others, 
either in person or on the phone or in a 
Zoom call. There is nothing like a word of 
encouragement from another person, and 
sharing each other’s hopes, sorrows, worries 
and joys.
So, I’d like to suggest that we make 2021 a 
YEAR OF ENCOURAGEMENTYEAR OF ENCOURAGEMENT. As we 
face the uncertainties of the future, we need 
God and each other:

Let us hold unswervingly to 
the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how we may spur one 
another on towards love and 

good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but encouraging one 
another – and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching. 
(Heb 10:23-25 NIV).

Here are some practical things you could 
decide to do in 2021. Why not pick one or 
maybe TWO that you are going to start, 
or enquire about, this week? Contact the 
Rector, a churchwarden or Steph Martin as 
appropriate, to help you get started:
●	Pair up with someone from church whom 

you will phone regularly (once a week or 
every fortnight) for a chat. Make sure you 
ask what they’d like you to pray for them.

●	Find a neighbour you could check up 
on regularly. Be bold and ask them what 
they’d like you to pray for them.  They’ll 
probably appreciate it!

●	Consider seriously joining a short course 
or church group for fellowship and/or 
bible study. More details will be publicised 
in the next few weeks.

●	We will be setting up a scheme where you 
can be allocated to an Encourager to meet 
with you monthly or every other month 
to talk with you about your life goals and 
faith journey. Consider asking for an 
Encourager, or training to be one (short 
training provided by the Diocese) – this is 
called Personal Discipleship Plans.

●	Enhance (or create) your personal daily 
prayer time using resources on our Prayer 
page: www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org/prayer, 
and use your smartphone or tablet/iPad to 
pray (lots of links on our page).

K N O W I N G ,  G R O W I N G ,  S H O W I N GK N O W I N G ,  G R O W I N G ,  S H O W I N G

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org/prayer


  Find us on Facebook
  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, 
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

In my time working in bookshops, one of 
the least inspiring promotions that we were 
required to put in was the ‘New Year, New 
You’ one which followed the Christmas and 
Sale promotions. There would be displays of 
‘self help’ type books, diet books, business 
books, and the latest celebrity exercise 
book. It was all a bit predictable and easily 
forgotten, a bit like New Year’s resolutions 
themselves. We always kid ourselves as we 
make them, but how many actually stick?
To make a change and stick with it, we 
have to want to make that change. If we say 
we’re concerned about the environment and 
sustainability, but not really doing anything 
about it, because the issues are too big, and our 
efforts are too small, are we getting it wrong?
Last year we took some positive steps to 
becoming a greener church:

We changed to using Eco friendly cleaning 
products in the church, and will be reviewing 
those used in the Pastoral Centre.

An area of the churchyard is being re-wilded. 
The environmental message has been 

included in sermons and intercessions 
throughout the year.

The flower arranging foam used at the 
Flower Festival was an environmentally 
friendly type.

Single use plastic use has been reduced.
Reusable face coverings have been made 

available as an alternative to single-use masks. 

There is still a way to go, and much had to 
go on hold due to the pandemic, but we’re 
making changes and keeping them. With the 
vaccine rolling out there is every hope that 
2021 will be the year in which we achieve our 
Eco-Church Bronze award.
I can recommend the Church of England’s 
free webinars on various aspects of achieving 
a net zero carbon church. Anyone can sign 
up, and there are plenty of different topics 
to choose from. They last about an hour and 
are very informative. Perhaps attending one 
would be a good resolution to make for 2021:
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/
policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-
and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-
zero-carbon
Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden

E C O - C H U R C HE C O - C H U R C H

New Years resolutions
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A friendly robin, 
spotted in our 
churchyard in 

December

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/policy-and-thinking/our-views/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-getting-net-zero-carbon
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
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Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am Parish Communion Service. 

Reach (year 6 and up) also takes place on Sundays at 9:30am.

The Family service is held on the first and third Sunday of each month. 
Please note that the service on 3 January will be at 11:15am and the service 
on 17 January will be at the later time of 4:15pm. 

Dream Big Youth Club on Sundays from 6:00-8:00pm.  
Just to remind you that you need to wear a face mask for youth club, unless you have an 
exemption. Also that parents can not enter the building, please wait outside when dropping 
off and collecting.

Bible Bites (for children in years 5 & 6 at St Michael’s School) runs on alternate 
Monday afternoons, 3:15-4:30pm in the church. Children will be in school ‘bubbles’  
due to social distancing requirements. 
Please contact Angela Harper for details familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk,  
or tel: 07456 190201.

G R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L EG R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E
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Revised admissions policy for St Michael’s School
Since its foundation in 1862 St Michael’s School has existed to provide a primary 
education for all children in its ‘catchment’, regardless of church affiliation. The 
current catchment area is bounded by the railway line on the east and the River 
Blackwater on the west, plus some streets to the west of Crowthorne Road. Since 
the school acquired Voluntary Aided status in 2004, places have been offered first of all 
to children living in this ‘designated area’ or who have a sibling at the school, and then to 
children whose parents are regular worshippers and have a preference for a church school. 
After advice from the Diocese of Oxford, Governors are consulting on amendments to the policy 
to ensure that all children within the catchment, or who have a sibling at the school, will be treated 
equally regardless of church affiliation. For those children living outside the catchment, priority 
will still be given to those whose parents want their child to go to a church school. The changes can 
be viewed at the school website, www.st-michaels-school.org/admissions.  
Rev John Castle, Foundation Governor

 Looking for a Treasurer 
Sandhurst Churches Together need a Treasurer 
to look after the small amount of money which 
comes from the member churches and is used 
to support a few joint activities run during the 
year, such as running a stall at a town-wide 
event, or paying for leaflets to give out free at 
occasional outreach events. 
If you could help, please contact Rev John Castle, 
Liz Percival or Karen Carter.

December 2020
1st Prize - £20 : No.12  Mr Pete Travers 

2nd Prize - £10 : No.16  Mrs Diana Pidgeon
£30 has been passed to church funds.

Rosemary Dobson

100 CLUB 
DRAW 

http://www.st-michaels-school.org/admissions
mailto:familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk


A thank you to everyone who helped make a card or a gift for 
the Christmas Envelopes, and thank you to all who helped 
deliver them. We've had several messages from people who have 
received them, saying how much they were appreciated in these 
uncertain times. 
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

 With no social or crafty events planned for the moment due to our old friend Covid-19, 
this will be my last piece till, probably, after Easter. 
Just two things to mention… Firstly, with money from 
the on-line fair, the raffle of Jenniè s Advent Calendar 
and gift-aiding taken into account, the Advent Fair 
raised nearly £700 to add to the money raised at the 
Michaelmas Fair. A useful contribution to church 
funds so thank you all for your support. And secondly, 
we are hoping that we will be able to run our Annual 
Quiz in 2021 but rather later in the year than usual 
when, hopefully, Covid will be less of an issue. 
So, two dates to pop into your diaries – Saturday 3 July or, as a back-up, Saturday 11 
September. Perhaps Parish lunches might be on the cards by July as well!     
Chris Harris, Social Committee

O N  T H E  S O C I A L  &  C R A F T Y  S I D E SO N  T H E  S O C I A L  &  C R A F T Y  S I D E S

A nativity, in its new home, after being 
purchased at the Advent Fair

This year, the Christingle 
service was enjoyed both in 
church, and at home. A big 
thank you to all involved, 
who made this possible.

W H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N G ?W H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N G ?
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Thank you also to our talented flower arrangers, who have made some wonderful displays in 
and around church this year. Here are just a few of the beautiful flowers on display in church 
over the Christmas period:

W H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N G ?W H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N G ?

Thank you to all who supported 
the gift tree project this year, 
giving an unexpected gift to 47 
children and young people  
in our community. An especially 
big thank you to the organiser, 
Katy Robson-Malone.

I hope that many 
of you have been 
able to visit the 
Advent tree in the 
churchyard with 
your families, put 
together by our 
Family Worker, 
Angela Harper.



Sunday 3 January – Epiphany
 Theme:  The visit of the Magi 
Readings:  Isaiah 60:1–6 (p746);  

 Matthew 2:1–12 (p966)
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional) 

11:15am Family Service
6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 
Theme:  New Year

Sunday 10 January – 1st of Epiphany
 Theme:  Baptism and the Holy Spirit 
 Readings:  Acts 19:1-7 (p1115);  

 Mark 1:4-11 (p1002)
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:30am Parish Communion (Informal)

Sunday 17 January – 2nd of Epiphany
 Theme:  Nathaniel’s story 
Readings:  1 Samuel 3:1-10 (p306); 

 John 1:43-51 (p1064)
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:30am Parish Communion (Reflective) 

11:15am Family Service  
6:30pm Ecumenical Service at St. Michael’s

Sunday 24 January – 3rd of Epiphany
 Theme:  The Wedding at Cana 
Readings:  Revelation 19:6-10 (p1247-1248); 

 John 2:1-11 (p1064-1065)
8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Community)
6:30pm Sung Evensong 

 Theme: Conversion of St Paul 
 Readings: Isaiah 49:1-13 (p735-736); 
 Acts 22:1-16 (p1119)

Sunday 31 January – Candlemas
Theme:  The presentation of Christ 

 in the temple 
Readings:  Hebrews 2:14-18 (p1202); 

 Luke 2:22-40 (p1028)
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)

 Contact us  
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? Please send emails to: 
newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. The deadline for entries in the February The deadline for entries in the February edition 
is Monday 25 January. If you would like to receive that version via email, please contact 
David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

J A N U A R Y  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E SJ A N U A R Y  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S
Charity: Hardship Fund
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One of the messages that is repeated 
throughout the bible is to care for the poor.  
This includes those in Sandhurst. 
The Hardship Fund is set up for people  
who either come to St Michael and All Angels 
Church (any service, including Toddler Time), 
or who live in Sandhurst town (including 

Owlsmoor parish), and are experiencing a 
one-off financial difficulty.  
In her role as Family Worker, Angela Harper 
often spends times with families who are need; 
however there are others in our community. 
If you know of anyone who needs help, please 
speak to John Castle or a Churchwarden. 

Hardship Fund

mailto:newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk



