
January 2020’s newsletter front page 
started with the words: 

‘None of us knows exactly what 2020 ‘None of us knows exactly what 2020 
has in store for us.’has in store for us.’ 

How prophetic was that in view of 
last year being as bad as any year in 
most people’s memory. But no matter 
what the future holds for us, we have 
stability in Christ who never changes, 
has never left us and continues to be 
with us wherever we are.

I recently preached on the story of the 
wise men in Matthew 2, and in doing 
so concluded that we who seek the 
Lord are as wise as the wise men in the 

story, and whose joy in finding him has 
been echoed down through the ages 
by countless people ever since and 
continues today.       

Our newsletter includes our purpose as 
a church, that is, getting to know God 
for ourselves. Growing as individuals 
and as a church. Showing God’s 
love in the world. To achieve those 
objectives this year, would, like the 
wise men, fill us all with joy. 

So, let us this year continue joyfully in 
our quest to find the Lord for ourselves 
and to showing him to other people 
who do not know him.

Rev John WhiteRev John White

O U R  P U R P O S E  A S  A  C H U R C HO U R  P U R P O S E  A S  A  C H U R C H
KnowingKnowing God for ourselves. GrowingGrowing as individuals and as a church. 

ShowingShowing God’s love in the world.
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The church building is only open at certain times, please see our website,  The church building is only open at certain times, please see our website,  
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information. www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk, for up-to-date information. 

Please pray for all those 
on the prayer board

PARISH OFFICEPARISH OFFICE

The office is still physically closed 
to visitors (including members of 
the church), but Nicola ThompsonNicola Thompson 
is now working in the Parish Office 
on Mondays and Thursdays from Mondays and Thursdays from 
10:00am–12:00pm10:00am–12:00pm  and can answer 
enquiries about baptisms, wedding  
or hall bookings by phone or email:  

T: 01252 873030T: 01252 873030 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

Sunita McIntoshSunita McIntosh is continuing to work 
from home on Monday, Tuesday and Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday from 10:00am–1:00pmFriday from 10:00am–1:00pm, and 
can be contacted about any matters 
to do with the churchyard, funerals or 
finance on mobile phone or email: 

M: 07851 559771 M: 07851 559771 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

For pastoral matters you can phone 
the Rector, Rev John Castle Rev John Castle on:   
T: 01252 872168T: 01252 872168

Oh, what a difference a year makes!

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
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This time last year many of you kindly helped us find books, toys and equipment to help the 
Reaching Rwanda project towards equipping their new school. Then, in the autumn, Sam 
Hunt came and shared with many of us deep insights into genocide and how easy it is for a 
society to reach that state (the video of the evening is still available on our Facebook page).

Fast forward a year and Reaching Rwanda, and it’s parent charity SURF, are now one of our eight 
chosen charities for the next two years. Time to start building a deeper and wider partnership!
On Sunday 7 Feb, Sam Hunt (Pastoral Head at Sandhurst School, leader of the Reaching 
Rwanda project and chair of SURF), will be being interviewed for the 9:30am service about 
all that is happening in Rwanda right now with the young people and their new school. You 
will be able to hear all she has to say either in church or on our livestream.
A small group of us is already exploring ideas as to how we, together with St George’s, can 
build a more long term and strategic relationship – one where we can all learn and grow. 
Do get in touch if you are interested or have ideas!
25 years ago the world stood back and just watched as the genocide occurred. As a church 
we have the opportunity to work towards justice and healing by engaging with Reaching 
Rwanda and SURF.
Dave Percival

Changing lives

  Find us on Facebook
  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, 
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

R E A C H I N G  R W A N D AR E A C H I N G  R W A N D A

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk


Looking for inspiration for the future? There’s a real danger that we become so obsessed 
with our immediate circumstances, and our own experiences, that we forget that the 
issues and problems we struggle with have been faced before, in different forms maybe, by 
Christians down the ages. We can learn from, and be inspired by, the example of people 
who have gone before us, coming from all walks of life, who have put their faith into 
practice in their lives, whatever the cost.
This Lent we will have a sermon series at the 8:00 and 9:30am services looking at a variety 
of saints, not all of whom have had ‘St’ written in front of their name.
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Counting the Cost: Heroes of the Faith

DateDate Heroes of the FaithHeroes of the Faith

21 February Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (martyred 155 AD)
28 February Josephine Butler, social reformer (died 1906)
7 March Perpetua and Felicity (martyred c.203)
14 March Gladys Aylward, missionary in China (died 1970)
21 March Thomas Cranmer, bishop, liturgical reformer (martyred 1556)

And finally, we’ll look at the life of a man 
who ran the gauntlet of political tides to 
make worship accessible to the masses and 
to promote the doctrines of the Reformation 
– Thomas Cranmer.

We also look at two women whose 
faith led them to make a difference 

to the lives of many, one in China 
and the other in addressing social 

injustice in Victorian England.  

We include martyrs from the first 3 centuries of 
church history, whose sacrifice inspired others to 
keep the faith under persecution. Today, persecution 
of Christians in many parts of the world is as serious 
as it was in the early days, and I hope we will be more 
aware of this and grow in solidarity with them. 

Polycarp

Josephine Butler

Thomas Cranmer

Gladys Aylward

Perpetua and Felicity

L E N T  S E R M O N  S E R I E SL E N T  S E R M O N  S E R I E S



Part of the Eco church ethos is that everyone can make small changes for a more sustainable 
future in their everyday lives. As we find ourselves in lockdown again, I thought it would be 
interesting to see how the spirit of ‘make do and mend’ from the first lockdown was being 
put into practice, and have had a fantastic response. 
It is so good to see how people are re-using materials and transforming items for new 
purposes whilst reducing the amount going to landfill.

E C O - C H U R C HE C O - C H U R C H

Creating a sustainable future
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Emma Hodge has made 
a noticeboard from a 

broken  picture frame 
and an old sheet.

Jon Donkin has created a shoe 
rack bench from an old TV 
cabinet, a ball maze from a 
cable reel, and a sand and water 
play table out of a pallet and the 
legs of an old coffee table.

Corinne Smith has created some decoupage 
jam jars, and made the bird house decoration 

from bits and pieces plus some twigs from 
the garden. An old chest of drawers and some 

salvaged wood have been combined into a new 
piece of furniture, and an old pallet have been 

made into a new garden gate.

John Campbell has made raised veg planters 
from old pallets and a set of garden shelves 
from old roofing battens.



E C O - C H U R C HE C O - C H U R C H

Creating a sustainable future
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Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am Parish Communion Service. 

Reach (year 6 and up) also takes place on Sundays at 9:30am.

The Family service is held on the first and third Sunday of each month. 
Please note that the service on 7 February will be at 11:15am and the service 
on 21 February will be at the later time of 4:15pm. 

Dream Big Youth Club on Sundays from 6:00-8:00pm.  
Just to remind you that you need to wear a face mask for youth club, unless you have an 
exemption. Also that parents can not enter the building, please wait outside when dropping 
off and collecting.

Bible Bites (for children in years 5 & 6 at St Michael’s School) runs on alternate 
Monday afternoons, 3:15-4:30pm in the church. Children will be in school ‘bubbles’  
due to social distancing requirements. 
Please contact Angela Harper for details familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk,  
or tel: 07456 190201.

G R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L EG R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E
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My hand warmers 
were made out of 
an old jumper. I’ve 
also made a cushion 
and a pair of ankle 
warmers from the 
same jumper. 
Catherine Wilkins, 
Churchwarden

Elizabeth 
Chapman has 

planted up an old 
wheelbarrow with 

bee-friendly plants 
at her allotment, 

rather than getting 
rid of it.

 Contact us  
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? Please send emails to: 
newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. The deadline for entries in the March The deadline for entries in the March edition  
is Monday 22 February. If you would like to receive that version via email, please contact 
David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

mailto:familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk


Happy New Year from us all at the Diversity Centre!
This semester our theme will be ‘Leadership during and after the Pandemic’ – you will be 
able to watch all lectures online from the comfort of your armchair!
We will discuss what leadership is looking like, who is making a success of it and whether  
it might come from surprising places. 
Details for the February Diversity Lecture are as follows, all welcome:
Tuesday 9 February 2021
Lecturer: Dr Steve Aisthorpe - Mission Development Worker, Church of Scotland 
Title: Covid-19 and the wilding of the Church – what sort of leaders do we need?
Find out more and register here:  
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6416097643726/WN_sE7jiRwgSs-A9FJwi0O5sg

Home Schooling Support
A couple of years ago, we were pleased to welcome New Scotland Hill School into our 
church to cover several different aspects of their curriculum, including Design and 
Technology, History, Religious Education. 
Information has been sent to the schools in Sandhurst, however the information is also 
available at: http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/about-our-church.html
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

Thanks – Giving!
God is AMAZING! And God is generous – look at what He has given us – fresh air, a 
fantastic planet, hope, salvation, life itself. Let us all give thanks to Him for His bounteous 
provision to each of us! And with thankful hearts for who God is and what He has given us, 
let us reflect His generosity in our lives!
Giving just got easier in the parish. You can now sign up to give regularly through the 
Parish Giving Scheme online – no more cumbersome forms to fill in. You can also make one 
off gifts to the work of St Michael’s via CAF online. 
Just visit www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/donations or scan the code 
with your phone to do so.
And as you give praise God with cheerful hearts for  
‘God loves a cheerful giver!’ (2 Corinthians 9:7).
Dave Percival, Stewardship Officer

W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ?W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ?
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6416097643726/WN_sE7jiRwgSs-A9FJwi0O5sg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/6416097643726/WN_sE7jiRwgSs-A9FJwi0O5sg
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/about-our-church.html
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/donations


CharityCharity Geographic Geographic 
Area of workArea of work

PrayerPrayer
MonthMonth

Charity  Charity  
ChampionsChampions

St. Michael’s Hardship Fund Local January

Reaching Rwanda
https://sandhurstschool.org.uk/reaching-rwanda

International February Dave Percival

Care for the Family (Lent Donations)
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk

Local and National Lent 
2021

Tearfund
http://www.tearfund.org International April Karen Carter

Sandhurst Day Centre Local May

CMS (Church Mission Society)
http://www.churchmissionsociety.org

National & International June

Compassion 
https://www.compassionuk.org

International July Jon Toohey

Sandhurst Counselling Service Local August Sarah Ashton

St Michael’s School
(prayer only)

Local September Sue Campbell 

Crowthorne Foodbank Local October

Barnabas Fund
https://www.barnabasaid.org

National & International November Liz Percival

The Children’s Society
(Christingle and carol singing collections)
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk

National December Emma Hodge

Lent Appeal CharitiesLent Appeal Charities

Mercy Ships (Lent Donations)
https://www.mercyships.org.uk/

International Lent  
2022 
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The  Charities Working group of Emma Hodge, Karen Carter, Di Taylor have now reviewed 
the charities that we supported over the last two years, updated the listed and presented 
our findings to the PCC. The PCC accepted our report and below are the charities we will 
support for the next two years.
In addition, our lent appeal charities are both new. We will support ‘Care for the Family’ 
for Lent 2021 and ‘Mercy Ships’ for 2022. I’ve included links to all the charities we support.  
You will also notice that St Michael’s has ‘Charity Champions’. They will raise the profile of 
their chosen charity in the month that we pray for them. The Champions may also write an 
article for the newsletter for that charity and organise a presentation or speaker. We are still 
looking for a few more ‘Charity Champions.’ 
Please do contact me if you feel you could help.
Sue Campbell

C H A R I T I E S  F O R  2 0 2 1  &  2 0 2 2C H A R I T I E S  F O R  2 0 2 1  &  2 0 2 2

https://sandhurstschool.org.uk/reaching-rwanda
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk
http://www.tearfund.org
http://www.churchmissionsociety.org
https://www.compassionuk.org
https://www.barnabasaid.org
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
https://www.mercyships.org.uk/


F E B R U A R Y  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E SF E B R U A R Y  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S
Charity: Reaching Rwanda
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Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of England at the end 
of a telephone line.
The line, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044, 
has been set up particularly with those unable to join online 
church services during the period of restrictions in mind.

Visit Sandhurst Pride at www.sandhurstpride.co.ukwww.sandhurstpride.co.uk  
for more information about local services and amenities. 

Sunday 7 February – 2nd before Lent

 Theme:  The story of Naaman  
Readings:  2 Kings 5:1–15 (p373);  
  Mark 1:40–45 (p1003)
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional) 
 11:15am Family Service
 6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer

Sunday 14 February – Sunday before Lent

 Theme:  The Transfiguration 
 Readings:  2 Kings 2:1-12 (p369);  
  Mark 9:2-9 (p1012-1013)
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Informal)
 6:30pm Ecumenical Service
Wednesday 17 February – Ash Wednesday

 Theme:  Caught in the act 
Readings:  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 (p1161);  
  John 8:2-11 (p1073)

 8:00pm Holy Communion

Sunday 21 February – 1st of Lent

 Theme:  Counting the cost: Polycarp 
Readings:  Revelation 2:8-11 (p1234);  
  Mark 8:31-38 (p1012)

 8:00am Holy Communion 
  9:30am Parish Communion (Reflective)

 4:15pm Family Service 
  Theme: Three brave friends 
  Readings: Daniel 3 (abridged p886) 

Sunday 28 February – 2nd of Lent

 Theme:  Counting the cost: Josephine Butler 
Readings:  Amos 5:10-15 (p920);  
  Luke 7:36-50 (p1036-1037)

 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Community)

 6:30pm Sung Evensong 
  Theme: The covenant with Abraham 
  Readings: Genesis 17:1-15 (p16-17);  
  Romans 4:13-25 (p1131-1132)

http://www.sandhurstpride.co.uk

