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PARISH OFFICEPARISH OFFICE
The office is still physically closed 
to visitors (including members of 
the church), but Nicola ThompsonNicola Thompson 
is now working in the Parish Office 
on Mondays and Thursdays from Mondays and Thursdays from 
10:00am–1:00pm10:00am–1:00pm  and can answer 
enquiries about baptisms, wedding  
or hall bookings by phone or email:  

T: 01252 873030T: 01252 873030 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

Sunita McIntoshSunita McIntosh is continuing to work 
from home on Monday, Tuesday and Monday, Tuesday and 
Friday from 10:00am–1:00pmFriday from 10:00am–1:00pm, and 
can be contacted about any matters 
to do with the churchyard, funerals or 
finance on mobile phone or email: 

M: 07851 559771 M: 07851 559771 
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurstE: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.ukorg.uk

For pastoral matters you can phone 
the Rector, Rev John Castle Rev John Castle on:   
T: 01252 872168T: 01252 872168

‘So what do you, as a Christian, think 
about…?’ 

Unless you’ve been very successful at 
concealing your faith, chances are you 
will have faced this kind of question 
at some point, whether about Covid, 
Climate change, sexuality and gender 
identity, or the perennial questions 
people ask like:

‘why do bad things happen to good 
people?’ 

If you’re a thinking person, you’ll have 
been wrestling with these questions 
yourself, and some respondents to our 
recent survey (still open) have asked for 
these to be addressed in church. We’ll 
be tackling some of these in sermons in 

the autumn, and others may be better 
addressed in a small group context. 
Look out for more information!

While the Bible doesn’t address every 
issue we face directly, it does offer 
teaching on the nature of God and his 
standards for human life. As Christians, 
our task is to apply this teaching to the 
issues we face, rather than just follow 
what those around us think. It may not 
be easy or comfortable, and certainty 
is not guaranteed, but as Jesus said, it is 
better to build your life on the solid rock 
of his teaching than on shifting sands 
(Matthew 7:24-27).

Rev John CastleRev John Castle

Please pray all those on the prayer board and also for Mollie Tolkien who is being baptised 
here on 4 July. Please pray for Jon Donkin & Rachel Sarkari and Anna Hendry & Joshua 
Cunnington, who are getting married this month. Also, pray for the families of those 
whose funerals took place recently.

Addressing the big issues

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk


Sponsored since the age of four, Fils 
is now all grown up and supporting 
his family as a mechanic. 
Orphaned when they were children, 
Fils and his sisters were raised by 
their elderly grandparents, who 
struggled to provide for them. 
Help came through the support 
of the local church, when Fils was 
registered at a local Compassion 
project in Rwanda and given 
opportunities to thrive. 
When he struggled academically  
at school, Compassion staff  
helped him register into a 
mechanic vocational training 
course. With a wrench in hand,  
he soon found a passion for 
repairing cars and motorbikes. 

Now 20, Fils has finished his training and works at a local car garage! The income he makes 
helps him cover his grandparent’s medical bills and school fees for his siblings. 
“I’m so grateful to my sponsor and project staff for not only taking care of me, but also for 
giving me career guidance and the opportunity to gain skills, as well as make some money to 
take care of my family,” says Fils. 
Compassion staff couldn’t be prouder of how far he’s come. 
“Today, Fils can compete in the job market. He is still gaining more skills as a mechanic, and who 
knows—one day he will open his own garage and start to employ other people,” says Compassion 
Project Director, Jean de Dieu. 
What an inspiring young man of God. Your future is bright, Fils!

C O M PA S S I O NC O M PA S S I O N

Compassion is a charity that St Michael’s has supported for a number of years whose mission is 
‘releasing children from poverty in Jesus’ name’. Compassion is 3 C’s:
Children – Compassion identifies children that are in poverty in 25 of the poorest counties in 
the world. 
Church based – Compassion then identifies churches in those areas with a heart for children 
and partners with them to help those children with funds from sponsors in the UK and 12 
other countries.
Christ based – the love of Jesus is central to everything Compassion does and is responding to 
God’s call to care for the poor and show love to those in need.
Funds are obtained and used in two ways: one is from individuals sponsoring children, as a 
number in the St Michaels congregation do (we sponsor 3). 
– the other way is through one off gifts (such as St Michael’s church gives) that are used to
address various needs in the community, such as clean water.
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C O M PA S S I O NC O M PA S S I O N
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We have just received the results of our 
energy audit for the Pastoral Centre, with 
the one for the church due soon. It will be 
sent to the PCC to read for the July meeting, 
and I’m hoping that I will have a summary of 
the findings and recommendations ready for 
the August newsletter. It should help us to 
become more energy efficient and reduce our 
carbon footprint.
The policy of leaving the wild flowers to 
bloom in the churchyard before mowing 
has paid off with the increase of range and 
species this year. We even had an orchid 
appear along with the buttercups and daisies. 
Our predecessors at St Michael’s would have 
been familiar with the seasonal cutting of 

grass for hay in June, whereas now it’s seen as 
environmentally friendly land management 
and great for biodiversity, then it was a 
necessity to provide fodder for animals.
I’m looking forward to our ‘staycation’ this 
year, camping in Devon. One of the things 
we enjoy doing when we’re away is eating 
locally produced food. This means that I will 
have to force myself to eat cream teas, shop 
in local bakeries and delicatessens, and look 
for good, quality cheese and meat. We’ll avoid 
chain coffee shops in favour of independents 
(where Ken will inevitable sample home made 
cakes), and support restaurants with a good 
Westcountry sourced menu. Can’t wait!
Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden

E C O - C H U R C HE C O - C H U R C H

Before Compassion’s 
local church partner 
intervened, residents 
of a village in southern 
Togo collected water 
from the contaminated 
river. Many children 
were late to school 
because they spent their 
mornings retrieving 
water from the river. 
Waterborne ilnesses  
were common throughout 
the community. 

But now the community no longer needs to drink from the river, thanks to a new borehole 
well at the Compassion center. The local chief, Blaki, says “The coming of Compassion 
International to the village has changed our lives”.
Compassion is very grateful for the continued support of St Michael’s – thank you!
Jon Toohey, Charity Champion 

  Find us on Facebook
  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, 
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
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W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  J U LYW H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  J U LY

 Churchyard working party

 Plant sale
We hope you will come to a plant sale outside St Michael’s Church on Sunday 18 July between 
the 8:00am service and the 9:30am service and at 10:30am after the 9:30am service until the 
Family Service at 11:15am. If you have a lovely plant for us to sell, eg: a hosta, or something in 
flower, please bring it to donate. Specially bring some money to buy a nice plant for Church funds.
Betty Wilson

We are planning a mid-season working party on Saturday morning 17 July, starting at 9:30am. 
This is right at the start of the school holidays, and no weddings are planned for that day.
This time around we will be strimming the surrounds and a few other areas in the churchyard 
not getting regular attention, and doing some work on trees following a ‘tree audit’.
We also want to pave areas where bins are positioned, follow up on work requested by some 
of our volunteers, take a preliminary look at the hedges (before the main work on them 
starts from September) as well as continuing work on gulleys and pathways.
Let me know if you will be able to attend so we can plan work schedules (and refreshments!) 
accordingly. Our last working party was a brilliant success and anything similar to that 
would be great. Many thanks for your continuing support and all best wishes.
Peter Hulbert, Churchyard work co-ordinator 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

IInnvviitteess  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr    

SSuummmmeerr  PPiiccnniicc  
TThhuurrssddaayy  2222nndd  JJuullyy  22002211  

1111aamm  --  11ppmm  
aatt  TThhee  RReeccttoorryy  GGaarrddeenn  GGUU4477  88HHRR  

Suggested donation: between £2-£5 per family  
 

You are ALL welcome to join us for our end of term celebration with play time, a Bible story, songs and 
a craft. Bring your own picnic and blanket. 

To book contact Katy 07969 674545 or malonekaty@hotmail.com   
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 Contact us  
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? Please send emails to: 
newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. The deadline for entries in the August The deadline for entries in the August edition is 
Monday 26 July. If you would like to receive that version via email, please contact David Hunt 
at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 
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Baby and Toddler Time is a friendly group for babies, 
toddlers and their parents/carers. It is held on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of the month (term time), from 9:15am to 10:15am. 
Come and join us for Bible stories, songs, craft activities and play. 
Breastfeeding support is also available. 

Due to Covid restrictions, sessions will be held in church and numbers are limited to 15 adults, 
so pre-booking is essential. Email office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk or call 07969 674545  
to book. 

Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am service. It provides age-related 
activities in the Pastoral Centre, for children aged three up to school Year 5,  
every week. There is something for the Kidz Church age group all year round. 

The Family service will be held at 11.15am on Sunday 4 and 18 July. 
We are taking care to keep everyone safe in church through social distancing, 
mask-wearing for adults and cleaning before and after services. Please join us!

Bible Bites is for children in Years 5 and 6. Mike Gower and Rosaria Toohey 
are continuing to run Bible Bites this term, on Monday afternoons after school. 
For more information, please contact: Mike@sandhurstyouth.org.uk .

Reach (Year 6 and up) is being made available as a Zoom online session at 4:00pm on Sundays 
with sign-up information available from Liz Percival on: 07950 690729 and Mike Gower on: 
07591 240161, via email or the church Facebook page. 

Dream Big Youth Club is now open on Sunday evenings in Seeby Hall from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm with pool, table tennis, Xbox and much more. All young people 11-18 
years old are welcome. Entrance 50p and tuck shop available. More info from Liz Percival 
on: 07950 690729 and Mike Gower on: 07591 240161 or the church Facebook page.

G R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L EG R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E

Additional youth support services 
XLM Mentoring is a free mentoring support, for young people in the Sandhurst area needing 
someone to talk and chat with. Contact Mike Gower for more information on 07591 240161.
Youth line counselling service is available by phone, on: 01344 311 200 or via email at:   
ask@youthlineuk.com
Youngminds has a crisis messenger text service. For text support, text YM to 85258.
Kooth.com is a youth online support service.

Families booklet now available online 
A new families booklet, with further information about activities 
for families at our Church, and includes resources for helping you 
to share faith at home, is now available on our website: 
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/families

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN

 Printed on sustainable/recycled paper  

F A M I L I E S  A T  S T  M I C H A E L’ S

F A M I L I E S  A T  S T  M I C H A E L’ SWe aim to be a church where people of all ages and 
backgrounds can encounter God and grow in faith.  
We are well aware of the busyness and pressures of 
family life, and of the challenges that parents face in 
bringing up children in today's world. This booklet tells 
you about activities for families at our Church, and 
includes resources for helping you to share faith at home. 
Our Family Service, Kidz Church, Baby and Toddler 
Time and youth meetings are regular activities that are 

geared to families and children of different ages.  
In addition, the Start! and Moving On! courses, house 
groups and Sunday sermons (most of which can be read 

or listened to on the monthly services page) help adults 

to explore the Christian faith, and grow closer to God. 
We also encourage people to attend external events run by 

Care for the Family, Spring Harvest, Big Church Day Out 

and other organisations.

Children & the Parish Communion Service

Children & the Parish Communion Service  9:30am

Kidz Church provide age-related activities in the  
Pastoral Centre, for children aged three up to school Year 

5, every week. There is something for the Kidz Church age 

group all year round. Kidz Church sessions run in the Christmas and Easter 

holidays and also aim to have a short bible-based story on 

DVD on the Sundays which fall in the Summer break. 
Children should come to the Pastoral Centre by 9:25am 

to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 

when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning 

of the service. The group leaders bring the children into 

the church for the last part of the service every week. 
We don’t currently have a crèche, but arrangements can 

be made at short notice to care for children under three 

years. Please ask one of the welcome team or a children’s 

group leader.
The group leaders bring the children into the church for 

the last part of the service. For young children staying in 

the service there are play-bags for them to enjoy – please 

ask one of the welcome team.

Family Service
Family Service  11:15am 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 

including school holidaysThe Family Service is informal and child friendly, with action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to with small children and not worry how they will behave! Worship begins at 11:15am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make friends. 
We are taking care to keep everyone safe in church through social distancing, mask-wearing for adults and cleaning before and after services.  Please join us!

  Find us on Facebook  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

A Church Wedding – Why not You?

A Church Wedding – Why not You?
Is it time for you to set the seal on your relationship by 

committing yourselves to each other in marriage?  

St Michael’s Church 
St Michael’s Church would love to hear from you.
• You don’t have to be baptised/christened to get 

married in church, or be regular churchgoers.

•  You don’t have to spend thousands of pounds on 

your wedding.• A wedding in church enables you to make your vows 

before God and seek and his blessing for the future.

We aim to give every couple a personal welcome.  

We will help you plan your wedding and prepare for 

your future together. You can find out more at:  

www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/marriage

www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/marriage, or by 

contacting our Parish Office on 01252 873030
01252 873030 or  

office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

“Thank you all so much for making our wedding day so special… we couldn’t have picked  

a better place. We had such a wonderful day.”

St Michael’s Church Sandhurst is now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can raise 

FREE donations for our Winspire funds every time you shop online. Over 4,000 shops and sites will 

donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! 

These donations really mount up and will make a BIG difference to us, so please take a minute 

to sign up and support us. It’s completely FREE and only takes a moment. You can find our 

easyfundraising page at: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelschurchsandhurst

Thank you so much.  Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden

mailto:Mike@sandhurstyouth.org.uk
mailto:office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:ask@youthlineuk.com
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/families
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/marriage
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelschurchsandhurst
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelschurchsandhurst
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst


 Live-streaming operators needed
All the way through this Coronavirus pandemic St Michael’s has enabled people to take part in 
services at home through live-streaming. This has only been possible because of willing volunteers. 
We now have good equipment (camera, laptop and software), and some experience in making 
it all work well. But we do need 2 or 3 more volunteers to learn the ropes and do it, say twice 
per month. Full training and support will be given. 
Please get in touch with the Rector, churchwardens or one of the live-stream team!

 Y O U R  C H U R C H  N E E D S            Y O U R  C H U R C H  N E E D S           

 Health and Safety Officer required
We are looking for someone who would be willing to take on this important role within our 
church. The duties would be to oversee the management of the health and safety aspects of 
our church although several aspects of actually carrying out the work is actually delegated to 
other people. Would you be willing to take on this role? If so, please speak to a churchwarden.
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

 Youth Team volunteers needed
Young people are curious, fun to be with and very thoughtful. Could you spare some time 
each month to engage with the young people at our church as they explore their faith? 
To find out more about what's involved, please contact Liz Percival on 07950 690729 or 
Mike Gower, Youth Worker on 07591 240161.

 New churchwarden / 
assistant churchwarden needed
Please get in touch with the Rector or one of the current churchwardens for more information 
on what is involved in this vital role for our church.

Y O U …Y O U …

 We want your views
We are looking at how everyone, young and old and all ages in between, in different situations 
can come together as a community so that we can come together to learn from each other and 
worship together. We want your views and suggestions. We want to know your views about 
how we can help you to know God for yourself and to grow as an individual.
The survey is designed for individuals, so everyone in the family can complete one. The online 
survey is https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/Z6nLCn and paper copies will be available in church.
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

 Save the date!
We will be taking part in the National Heritage Open Days again  
this year, when the theme will be ‘Edible England’. The dates are  
Saturday 11, and Sunday 12 September. More details next month.
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From 29 June to 2 July, our church and churchyard became home to a film company shooting  
a BBC and NetFlix mini-series that will be aired sometime in late 2022 / early 2023 (we will let 
you know exactly when as soon as we know). 
As part of the preparation for the filming, they paid for the oak tree outside the East window to 
be trimmed and also paid for the East window to be cleaned by a specialist stained glass window 
cleaner. Our church was used for a couple of scenes set in the nave and the choir vestry. 
In the choir vestry, they liked the shelves of music, noticeboards and pigeon holes with hymn 
books in. In the nave, the company liked the tiled floor and the pews. Throughout the four 
days, they took great care with the church and churchyard and put protective matting down, 
both inside and out. They also helped manage the traffic along Lower Church Road. 
Our thanks go to those who helped get the church ready, and restore it to normal, the churchyard 
team for working so hard to get the grass cut , and to everyone else for their co-operation. 
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

 F I L M I N G  A T  S T .  M I C H A E L’ SF I L M I N G  A T  S T .  M I C H A E L’ S
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On the social side  
Firstly, just a note about the Plant Sale which 
we will be holding outside the Pastoral 
Centre on Sunday 18 July – you will find 
more details on page 4 of this newsletter. 
We would welcome donations of plants to 
sell, and there will also be some pre-owned 
garden equipment on offer. All plants will  
be socially distanced of course! We can only 
take cash so please bring lots.
As you already know, we had planned to hold 
our Annual Quiz on Saturday 11 September. 
But with the lifting of Covid restrictions 
delayed to 19 July (or later?) we have decided 
to put the quiz back to October. So, the new 
date will be Saturday 23 October, starting at 

7:00pm sharp. Just a reminder that there  
will be no fish & chip supper option but, 
there will be a mid-quiz break for you to 
attack your own drinks & nibbles. Tickets 
will cost £5 (£3 for under 16s) and will be  
on sale at the beginning of September.  
The number of tables will be limited and 
we would prefer teams of six rather than 
eight to give more room in general. It 
would be great to see some family teams 
so maybe you would like to think about 
organising one. 
Finally, we are planning to hold an Autumn 
Fair in November, most likely on the 21st.
Chris Harris, Social Committee



J U LY  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E SJ U LY  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S
Charity: Compassion
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Sunday 4 July – 5th after Trinity 
Theme:  Facing rejection 
Readings:  Ezekiel 2:1–5 (p831);  

 Mark 6:1–13 (p1008) 
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)

11:15am Family Service 
 Theme: Becoming a disciple 
 Reading: Luke 5:1-11 (p1032)

6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 
 Theme: Vocation 

Sunday 11 July (Bible Sunday) – 6th after Trinity
 Theme:  Listening to God 
 Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20 (p306-307) 

  Mark 4:1–20 (p1005-1006)
8:00am Holy Communion 
9:30am Parish Communion (Informal) 
6:30pm Ecumenical Service at St. George’s

Sunday 18 July – 7th after Trinity 
 Theme:  The Compassion of Christ 
Readings:  Jeremiah 23:1–6 (p782);  

Mark 6:30–34 (p1009); 53–56 (p1010)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Reflective)

11:15am Family Service 
 Theme: Jesus cares 
 Reading: Mark 6:30–34 (p1009) 

Sunday 25 July – 8th after Trinity 
 Theme:  Feeding the multitude 
Readings:  2 Kings 4:42–44 (p372); 

 John 6:1–21 (p1069)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Community)
6:30pm Choral Evensong

 Theme: Facing suffering 
 Reading: Job 19:1-27 (p523); 
 Peter 4:7–14 (p1220)

 Coffee
On the first and third Sundays in July and August, coffee will be served either just outside the On the first and third Sundays in July and August, coffee will be served either just outside the 
Pastoral Centre or on the grass in front of the church after the 9:30am service and before the Pastoral Centre or on the grass in front of the church after the 9:30am service and before the 
Family Service. The following Covid safety rules apply:Family Service. The following Covid safety rules apply:
► You will need to wear a mask to collect your coffee or tea.You will need to wear a mask to collect your coffee or tea.
► Coffee or tea needs to be drunk outside and not taken into either the church or the centre.Coffee or tea needs to be drunk outside and not taken into either the church or the centre.
► Milk will be added by servers. If you require sugar, a new spoon will be used for each person.Milk will be added by servers. If you require sugar, a new spoon will be used for each person.
► If possible, please bring your own cup, otherwise plastic cups will be used and will goIf possible, please bring your own cup, otherwise plastic cups will be used and will go

through the dishwasher.through the dishwasher.

 Outdoor service – 11 July, 9:30am in the churchyard
Following on from the success of June’s outdoor service, we are planning another All Age Outdoor Following on from the success of June’s outdoor service, we are planning another All Age Outdoor 
Service on Sunday 11 July, which is also Service on Sunday 11 July, which is also Bible SundayBible Sunday. Please bring your singing voices (as we are . Please bring your singing voices (as we are 
allowed to sing outdoors), chairs or rugs to sit on and clothing suitable for whatever the weather is allowed to sing outdoors), chairs or rugs to sit on and clothing suitable for whatever the weather is 
that day. As the weather can be a little unpredictable, please keep an eye on the weather forecast.that day. As the weather can be a little unpredictable, please keep an eye on the weather forecast.




