
O U R  P U R P O S E  A S  A  C H U R C H
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church. 

Showing God’s love in the world.

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN
St Michael’s News September 2021

The church building is only open at certain times,   
visit our website: www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
for up-to-date information. 

PARISH OFFICE
he Parish Office is o en:  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 10:00am - 1:00pm

For enquires about hall bookings, baptisms, weddings, 
funerals  lease contact the office y hone or email:

T: 01252 873030  
E: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

For Pastoral Matters you can phone the Rector: 
Rev John Castle on T: 01252 872168

 People try to put us down 
(talkin’ ‘bout my generation),
 just because we get around 
(talkin’ ‘bout my generation) 
is the first t o lines to My Generation’ 
by The Who. 

It makes me think about the 
intergenerational discussions going 
on at the moment across the diocese.

So, how do you see other generations?

Who remembers being young or 
what it is like to be an adult?

How do we react to changes?

Do we learn from others worship 
styles or prayers? 

Do we learn from other generations 
or do we dismiss them or put them  
in pigeon holes?

Is this change going to upset your 
view of church or will you be open 
to what God has plans for?

As I hum the tune, I look at the 
church and wonder what the future 
generations will see as they look back 
at what we do now. Will it be seen as 
a building block for the mission of the 
church for the future. 

So pray and take action for our 
generation. We need to be talking 
about it.

Mike Gower, Youth Worker

Please pray all those on the prayer board. Also, please pray for the wedding of Paul Starck  
& Alison Whiteley and the baptism of Max Schwarze this month, plus the families of  
Sue Perks, Norman Clayton, Barry Honey and Gerald Dance, who died recently.

Talkin’ ‘bout my generation
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St Michael’s, whom we support in prayer, aspires to develop 
life-long learners who have the con�dence to explore the 
world around them and grow as unique individuals. 
We provide a safe family environment, inspired by 
Christian values, in which the �ourishing of each 
enables the �ourishing of all.

‘This little light of mine,  
I’m going to let it shine!’
‘Let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.’ Matthew 5:15

As a Church, we are very closely linked with the school next door. We founded it. Many 
of our children attended it and many still do and many of our congregation have worked 
there both as sta�, volunteers and governors. 
A recent updating of its values and visions could equally be true of us as a church: 

Community  
Providing a welcoming and inclusive environment where children, families  
and the local community unite and grow. (Bible reference: 1 Corinthians 12:26) 

Creativity 
Providing rich and challenging learning experiences and opportunities for all  
across the curriculum. (Bible reference: John 6:5-14; Feeding the 5000)

Courage 
Providing a nurturing environment where children feel safe to take risks  
and learn from failure. (Bible reference: 1 Samuel 17:21-37; David & Goliath)

Compassion 
Providing a loving, caring school family where all members �ourish together.  
(Bible reference: Luke 10:25-37; �e Good Samaritan) 

We hope that these shared values will help us develop as an intergenerational church, 
accessible to both young and old.
Please pray for the school as it returns for a new school year. Please also pray that 
members of St Michael’s Church will come forward to support the school as governors. 
In the August newsletter, we explained that we are currently looking for two governors 
to represent St Michael’s church. 
If you are interested in being a governor, do contact myself or John Castle so we can chat 
through what it involved.
Sue Campbell  
St Michael’s Foundation Governor

S T  M I C H A E L’ S  S C H O O L
Charity of the monthCharity of the month: St Michael’s school. 
 St Michael’s, whom we support in prayer, aspires to develop life-long learners who 
have the confidence to explore the world around them and grow as unique 
individuals. We provide a safe family environment, inspired by Christian values, in 
which the flourishing of each enables the flourishing of all. 
 ‘This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine!’ 
‘Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.’ Matthew 5:15 
  

As a Church, we are very closely linked with the school next door. We founded it. Many of our children 
attended it and many still do and many of our congregation have worked there both as staff, 
volunteers and governors.  A recent updating of its values and visions could equally be true of us as a 
church:  
Community - Providing a welcoming and inclusive environment where children, families and the local 
community unite and grow. (Bible reference - 1 Corinthians 12:26)  
Creativity - Providing rich and challenging learning experiences and opportunities for all across the 
curriculum. (Bible reference - John 6:5-14; Feeding the 5000) 
Courage - Providing a nurturing environment where children feel safe to take risks and learn from 
failure. (Bible reference - 1 Samuel 17:21-37; David & Goliath) 
Compassion - Providing a loving, caring school family where all members flourish together. (Bible 
reference - Luke 10:25-37; The Good Samaritan)  
And we would hope that these shared values will help us develop as an intergenerational church, 
accessible to both young and old. 
 
Please pray for the school as it returns for a new school year. Please also pray that members of St 
Michael’s Church will come forward to support the school as governors.  In the August newsletter, we 
explained that we are currently looking for two governors to represent St Michael’s church. If you are 
interested in being a governor, do contact myself or John Castle so we can chat through what it 
involved. 
Sue Campbell 
St Michael’s Foundation Governor 
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Baby and Toddler Time is a friendly group for babies, 
toddlers and their parents/carers. It is held in the Pastoral Centre on 
the 2nd and 4th �ursdays of the month (term time), from 9:00am to 
11:00am. Come and join us for Bible stories, singing, cra� activities, 
play and refreshments. Breastfeeding support is also available. 

Normal sessions will resume, a�er the summer holidays, on �ursday 9 September. Booking 
is no longer necessary.

Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am service. It provides age-related 
activities in the Pastoral Centre, for children aged three up to school Year 5,  
every week. �ere is something for the Kidz Church age group all year round. 

The Family Service is held at 11.15am on the �rst and third Sunday.  
We are back to our all-singing, all-dancing norm, although still using alternate 
pews for social distancing. Family Service is a great Sunday morning activity, 
whether in the school holidays or in term-time.

Bible Bites is for children in Years 5 and 6. We are planning to re-start  
this in September on Monday a�ernoons a�er school, under the leadership  
of Sarah Bishop. Please contact her for more information at:  
familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.

Reach (Year 6 and up) will start up again at the Pastoral Centre during the 9:30am service  
from the beginning of next school term. More information is available from Liz Percival on: 
07950 690729 and Mike Gower on: 07591 240161, via email or the church Facebook page. 

Dream Big Youth Club is held on Sunday evenings in Seeby Hall from 6:00pm to 
8:00pm during term-time (starting 26 September), with pool, table tennis, Xbox and much more. 
All young people 11-18 years old are welcome. Entrance 50p and tuck shop available. More 
information is available from Liz Percival on: 07950 690729 and Mike Gower on: 07591 240161 
or the church Facebook page.

G R O U P S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E

Additional youth support services 
XLM Mentoring is a free mentoring support, for young people in the Sandhurst area needing 
someone to talk and chat with. Contact Mike Gower for more information on 07591 240161.
Youth line counselling service is available by phone, on: 01344 311 200 or via email at:   
ask@youthlineuk.com
Youngminds has a crisis messenger text service. For text support, text YM to 85258.
Kooth.com is a youth online support service.

Families booklet available online 
A families booklet, with further information about activities for 
families at our Church, and includes resources for helping you to 
share faith at home, is available on our website: 
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/families

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN

F A M I L I E S  A T  S T  M I C H A E L’ SWe aim to be a church where people of all ages and 
backgrounds can encounter God and grow in faith. 
We are well aware of the busyness and pressures of 
family life, and of the challenges that parents face in 
bringing up children in today's world. �is booklet tells 
you about activities for families at our Church, and 
includes resources for helping you to share faith at home. 
Our Family Service, Kidz Church, Baby and Toddler 
Time and youth meetings are regular activities that are 

geared to families and children of di�erent ages. 
In addition, the Start! and Start! and Start! Moving On! courses, 

Moving On! courses, 
Moving On! house 

groups and Sunday sermons (most of which can be read 

or listened to on the monthly services page) help adults 

to explore the Christian faith, and grow closer to God. 
We also encourage people to attend external events run by 

Care for the Family, 
Care for the Family, 
Care for the Family Spring Harvest, 

Spring Harvest, 
Spring Harvest Big Church Day Out

and other organisations.

Children & the Parish Communion Service  9:30am

Kidz Church provide age-related activities in the 
Pastoral Centre, for children aged three up to school Year 

5, every week. �ere is something for the Kidz Church age Church age Church
group all year round. Kidz Church sessions run in the Christmas and Easter 

holidays and also aim to have a short bible-based story on 

DVD on the Sundays which fall in the Summer break. 
Children should come to the Pastoral Centre by 9:25am 

to be registered, except on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 

when we all meet in church to take part in the beginning 

of the service. �e group leaders bring the children into 

the church for the last part of the service every week. 
We don’t currently have a crèche, but arrangements can 

be made at short notice to care for children under three 

years. Please ask one of the welcome team or a children’s 

group leader.
�e group leaders bring the children into the church for 

the last part of the service. For young children staying in 

the service there are play-bags for them to enjoy – please 

ask one of the welcome team.

Family Service 11:15am 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 
including school holidays�e Family Service is informal and child friendly, with action songs and an interactive talk, and is a place you really can come to with small children and not worry how they will behave! Worship begins at 11:15am and lasts about 45 minutes. Come and meet other families and make friends. 

We are taking care to keep everyone safe in church through social distancing, mask-wearing for adults and cleaning before and a�er services. Please join us!

A Church Wedding – Why not You?

www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/marriageoffice@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

“

”

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmichaelschurchsandhurst
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W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R

In September we will be changing frontals on 
the altar from the green, for Ordinary time, 
to a �oral one. And then, on the last Sunday, 
we will have white frontals for Michaelmas 
(Feast of St. Michael & All Angels). 
Why the �oral?  
�is is the exception to the reasons for 
changing, it is suitable for any time of the 
year, and because it is one of the older 
frontals it is being used for only a few weeks 
this year to coincide with Heritage weekend. 

It also gives us a break from the green frontals.  
While the frontal is old, please do feel free  
to touch it and have a closer look at it.
Why the white for Michaelmas?  
In this case, white is used for saints who did 
not die as martyrs. 
White is used at other times of the year to 
celebrate festivals associated with Jesus,   
such as Christmas or Easter and, as it 
indicates purity, it can also be used for 
weddings and baptisms.

Changing the frontals

Ride + Stride 2021 
We very much hope that lots of people 
are already planning their routes for  
Ride + Stride 2021 on 11 September… 
churches are in great need of your 
fundraising support, this year more than 
ever, so do please ask all your friends and 
family to sponsor you generously.  
�e national Ride+Stride event happens 
every year and this time we want Berkshire 
to climb up the league table of successful fundraising counties. �ere is also the Daphne 
Barnes-Phillips Challenge Cup awarded to the church raising the most money!
You can walk, cycle, or ride. Guidelines, an updated list of participating churches, and 
some suggestions for routes can be found via the Berkshire county link on the Ride+Stride 
website: www://ridestride.org, or you can go directly to the Berkshire Historic Churches 
Trust (BHCT) website: www.berkschurchestrust.org.uk/ride-and-stride-2/
You can go by yourself or in a group, any time between 10:00am and 6:00pm on 11 September. 
Sign in at each church you visit; have a look round and you may also be o�ered refreshments, 
but this is rather dependent on pandemic restrictions being li�ed. 
Do please take photos of your expedition and send them to me a�er the event, we will 
use the best ones on the BHCT website. 
Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden 

 

 

We very much hope that lots of people are already planning their routes for 
September 11th Ride + Stride 2021… churches are in great need of your 
fundraising support, this year more than ever, so do please ask all your friends 
and family to sponsor you generously.   

The national Ride+Stride event happens every year and this time we want 
Berkshire to climb up the league table of successful fundraising counties.  
There is also the Daphne Barnes-Phillips challenge cup awarded to the church 
raising most money!  You could walk, cycle, or ride and guidelines, an updated 
list of participating churches and some suggestions for routes are on the BHCT 
Ride+Stride website: https://ridestride.org/berkshire. 

You can go by yourself or in a group, any time between 10am and 6pm on 
September 11th.  Sign in at each church you visit; have a look round and you 
may also be offered refreshments, but this is rather dependent on pandemic 
restrictions being lifted.  Do please take photos of your expedition and send 
them to me after the event, we will use the best ones on the BHCT website.  

 

 

 

We very much hope that lots of people are already planning their routes for 
September 11th Ride + Stride 2021… churches are in great need of your 
fundraising support, this year more than ever, so do please ask all your friends 
and family to sponsor you generously.   

The national Ride+Stride event happens every year and this time we want 
Berkshire to climb up the league table of successful fundraising counties.  
There is also the Daphne Barnes-Phillips challenge cup awarded to the church 
raising most money!  You could walk, cycle, or ride and guidelines, an updated 
list of participating churches and some suggestions for routes are on the BHCT 
Ride+Stride website: https://ridestride.org/berkshire. 

You can go by yourself or in a group, any time between 10am and 6pm on 
September 11th.  Sign in at each church you visit; have a look round and you 
may also be offered refreshments, but this is rather dependent on pandemic 
restrictions being lifted.  Do please take photos of your expedition and send 
them to me after the event, we will use the best ones on the BHCT website.  
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W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R

Ordination anniversaries
20 years ago this September, John White was ordained priest and 25 years ago in June, John Castle 
was ordained priest. 
To celebrate these two anniversaries, we invite you to join us for cake and �zz a�er the 9:30am 
service on Sunday 26 September.
Emma & Catherine, Churchwardens

 Michaelmas Evensong on Sunday 26 September  
To celebrate the patronal festival of our church, the following musical items: the psalm, 
magni�cat, nunc dimittis and anthem at Michaelmas Evensong will be extracts from the 
cantata ‘...and the angels sing...’ by Alun Gra�on, commissioned by the church in celebration  
of its 800th year.
�ese will be the �rst performances of Alun’s new music. A performance of the complete 
piece is planned for 11 June 2022. 

Come and join us as we explore local food  
and food associated with Christian Festivals,  

as well as taking a look back into the past

Saturday 11 September 
10:00am – 5:00pm

Tour of the church & churchyard 2:30pm

 Sunday 12th September
1:00pm – 5:00pm

Tour of the church & churchyard 2:30pm

Tickets are available in advance from the churchwardens,  
or on the door

St. Michael & All Angels church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5



6

W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R

 

 

 

Cream Teas
Saturday 11 – Sunday 12 September

2:00pm to 4:00pm

Cream tea £2.50 each 
Squash & cake £1, Coffee & cake £1.50 

 

 

 

St. Michael & All Angels church 
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E C O - C H U R C H

Goodbye and thank you to Nicola Thompson!
Nicola �ompson is moving away from Sandhurst and leaving her position as Admin 
Assistant at the Parish O�ce a�er 4½ years. Nicola is a Catholic, so hasn’t been a member 
of any of our congregations, but she has brought to our o�ce a calm, friendly and helpful 
manner which I am sure has made a big di�erence to people who have phoned up or come 
into the o�ce to book the hall, arrange a baptism or wedding or make any other enquiries. 
We are very grateful for all the work she has done, and wish her all the best in her 
retirement and in her new home with her husband George. 
�is leaves a vacancy, and we will be looking to appoint someone to carry on the 
administration of hall bookings, baptisms and weddings, but with additional responsibilities 
for data input for Sandhurst Counselling Service, making a total of 11 hours per week.  
Please contact the Rector, Sue Campbell or Jon Toohey for more information. 
Rev John Castle

Energy audit news 
Unfortunately, we’re still 
waiting for the energy audit  
for the church building.  
It’s been chased, but there  
has been a hold-up. 
Hopefully we’ll receive  
it soon and I can devote 
October’s newsletter article  
to the recommendations 
made for both the church and 
Pastoral Centre.

Plastic free swaps 
Following ‘Plastic Free July’, I’ve been looking 
at some of the plastics that still come into the 
house and am looking for swaps that are easily 
and inexpensively available. 
Disposable plastic dental �ossers are cheap 
but so are the alternatives. I am very happy 
with my new ones made from cornstarch, 
which were not expensive and work just as 
well, but will biodegrade. 
Bamboo toothbrushes are becoming more 
readily available now, and you can get 
eco-friendly electric toothbrush heads 
too. Check out the Handy DIY store in 
Crowthorne for these. 

A recent trip to Poundland 
yielded up a pack of 4 stainless 
steel drinking straws with a 
cleaning brush for £1. Excellent 
value and more durable than 
the paper straws that have 
replaced plastic ones. 
My new metal water bottle was bought in 
Aldi for under a tenner. It’s insulated and 
the company that made it plants trees to 
o�set their carbon footprint.

Has anyone tried the Fill range of re�llable 
personal care and household cleaning 
products from Milk and More? �ey are in 
glass bottles, and the empties can be put out 
with the milk bottles. 

Produce stall
Finally, if you fancy some fresh produce and 
home made cakes, bring your reusable bag to 
church with you on Sunday 12th September 
for the Heritage Weekend produce stall. 
Shop local and boost church funds – you 
know it makes sense!
Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden
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�ank you so much for your support in 
making the dream of ‘Philly’s Place’ become 
a reality. 
We were able to open our school in Rwanda in 
November 2020, operating from a temporary 
rented building whilst awaiting construction 
on the permanent site to be �nished. 
Since November the centre has gone from 
strength to strength. Each day we have far 
exceeded our capacity with over 80 children 
regularly attending.
Each day our sta� provide tuition in 
Kinyarwanda, English, Maths and Science. 
We also organise daily opportunities for 
children to play with some of the 2 tonnes of 
toys we shipped over. 
Once we have relocated to the permanent 
site, which will have far more space, we will 
also provide a weekly programme of art, 
drama, sport and dance.
�e sta� have recently presented new school 
bags and stationery to the children who have 
been the best attenders. 

R E A C H I N G  R W A N D A

The staff have recently presented new school bags and stationery to the 
children who have been the best attenders 

   

n order to reach even more children and provide the precious gift of 
education, we now regularly transport some of our books to more remote 
areas and to other schools.  am sure the new children we reach will be 
incredibly excited when the mobile library service arrives in their area  

 

 



In order to reach even more children and 
provide the precious gi� of education, we 
now regularly transport some of our books 
to more remote areas and to other schools.
I am sure the new children we reach will be 
incredibly excited when the mobile library 
service arrives in their area!
None of this would be possible without your 
invaluable kindness, generosity and support 
so I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
Sam Hunt
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R E A C H I N G  R W A N D A

 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 

None of this would be possible without your invaluable kindness, generosity 
and support so  thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

Sam unt 

 

Thank you so much 

Thank you so much for your support in making the dream of “Philly’s Place” 
become a reality. We were able to open our school in Rwanda in November 
2020, operating from a temporary rented building whilst awaiting construction 
on the permanent site to be finished. Since November the centre has gone 
from strength to strength. Each day we have far exceeded our capacity with 
over 80 children regularly attending. 

     

 

Each day our staff provide tuition in Kinyarwanda, English, Maths and Science. 
We also organise daily opportunities for children to play with some of the 2 
tonnes of toys we shipped over. Once we have relocated to the permanent 
site, which will have far more space, we will also provide a weekly programme 
of art, drama, sport and dance. 



1st Prize - £20  No.60  Mrs Margaret Sheridan 
2nd Prize - £10  No.27 Mrs Jennie Hulbert

£27 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson

100 CLUB 
DRAW 

August 2021
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 Live-streaming operators needed
All the way through this Coronavirus pandemic St Michael’s has enabled people to take part in 
services at home through live-streaming. �is has only been possible because of willing volunteers. 
We now have good equipment (camera, laptop and so�ware), and some experience in making 
it all work well. But we do need 2 or 3 more volunteers to learn the ropes and do it, say twice 
per month. Full training and support will be given. 
Please get in touch with the Rector, churchwardens or one of the live-stream team!

 Y O U R  C H U R C H  N E E D S           

 Health and Safety Officer required
We are looking for someone who would be willing to take on this important role within our 
church. �e duties would be to oversee the management of the health and safety aspects of 
our church although several aspects of actually carrying out the work is actually delegated to 
other people. Would you be willing to take on this role? If so, please speak to a churchwarden.
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

 Youth Team volunteers needed
Young people are curious, fun to be with and very thoughtful. Could you spare some time 
each month to engage with the young people at our church as they explore their faith? 
To �nd out more about what's involved, please contact Liz Percival on 07950 690729 or 
Mike Gower, Youth Worker on 07591 240161.

Y O U …
 New churchwarden / 

assistant churchwarden needed
Please get in touch with the Rector or one of the current churchwardens for more information 
on what is involved in this vital role for our church.

 Contact us  
Do you have something else you’d like to appear in the newsletter? 
Please send emails to: newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk. �e deadline for entries  
in the October edition is Monday 27 September. 
If you would like to receive that version via email, please contact David Hunt at:  
david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 



Winspire
Over the last year and a half, Winspire fundraising and the next stage  
of work have been hit, like so much else, by the pandemic. 
Recently however, we have been pleased to welcome Paul Hughes 
on to the Winspire project, who brings with him his many years of 
project management as a civil engineer. He has already had 2 �rms of 
steeplejacks visit to look at the work needing to be done, and we are 
currently awaiting their reports.

The PCC feel that it is crucial that it adds a fundraising/marketing 
office to the PCC. Do you have the skills and knowhow to help 
secure the financial future of St Michael’s? Are you willing to give 
advice and help the PCC?  
The PCC has recognised that the current gap between what we 
spend and our income is likely to grow over the coming years to the 
order of £50K per year.
Whilst we should continue to make savings where we can, a small 
group from the PCC were tasked with trying to think more broadly. 
Three possible avenues have been identified and I must thank Dave 
Percival for his original report and his work and that of Alun Gra�on:

1. Using our assets 
a. A trading entity 
�e parish is blessed with many creative and generous people capable of generating 
‘products’ that could be sold. Possibilities include cra� items, publishing house for music, 
sermons or other outputs, heritage information, etc. 

 A trading entity could be established which brought these things together under a banner 
of ‘Made in St Michael’s’ or similar – a kind of continuous online church fayre.

 b. Maximise use of church building 
It would be  possible to view our building as a ‘destination’. It could attract custom from 
the Sandhurst, Crowthorne, Wokingham, Yateley, Surrey Heath Area. 

 �e most feasible use could be as a ‘performance space’ suitable for various forms of 
performing arts, with associated practice etc. �e key would be to create �exibility so 
that it can still be used as a church. 

2. Growing our base 
Clearly organic growth of our congregations is desirable, but without growth from within,  
it is quite possible that the Diocese might seek to amalgamate local parishes to save money.

3. Selling assets  
We are adopting this approach with respect to St Mary’s in order to fund the St Mary’s Mission 
Fund and pay for a Family Worker, but as a parish, we do not have endless assets to sell.
Please contact John Castle or our two Churchwardens, Catherine & Emma if you can help.
Sue Campbell
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H O W  D O  W E  F U N D  O U R  F U T U R E  A S  A  C H U R C H ?



Visit Sandhurst Pride at www.sandhurstpride.co.uk  
for more information about local services and amenities. 
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S E R M O N  S E R I E S
Tough questions for today’s church  

Annual Quiz 
Tickets are now on sale for our Annual Quiz 
on Saturday 23 October. Doors open at 6:45pm 
for a start at 7:00pm sharp. Just a reminder that 
there is no �sh & chip supper option this time 
so please bring your own drinks, glasses and 
nibbles for the half-time break. 
Tickets are £5 adult, £3 for under 17s,  
under 12s free, and are available from the 
Social Committee, or contact Ann Harris  
on 01252 871881. 
We would prefer teams of six rather than 
eight if possible, and it would be great to see 
some family teams.  

(pre)Advent Fair 
Do you know there are only around 100 days 
to Christmas? To help with your Christmas 
shopping we will be holding our (pre)Advent Fair 
on Sunday 21 November from 8:30am – 1:00pm. 
As always, there will be a great selection of 
cra� items, �owery things and jewellery, plus 
Brandoǹ s discounted stamps. A chance to do 
some quiet Christmas shopping and support 
our church.
PS. If you have any items you would like to 
donate as ra�e prizes, we will be happy to take 
them o� your hands.                                                                                                       
Chris Harris, Social Committee

 On the social side

�e topics for our sermon series in September 
and the �rst Sunday in October came out of 
the recent survey of our congregations. Issues 
around sexuality, same-sex marriage and 
gender identity will be dealt with in the 
‘Living in Love and Faith’ course starting  
on 5 October (see page 13 for more details).
Many of these topics are both controversial  

and complex, and the sermons will help  
us to apply Christian principles and 
understanding rather than o�ering simple 
solutions or explanations. 
For some people, a topic may touch a raw  
nerve. Please do reach out to one of the clergy  
or a trusted Christian to talk through how you 
are a�ected, and get support where necessary.

Date Title OT/NT Psalm & Gospel

5th 
September

Why we should care about 
saving the planet

Genesis 2:4-15 Psalm 104:25-37;  
Matthew 6:25-33

12th 
September 

Why bad things happen  
to good people

Job 19 Luke 13:1-5

19th 
September

Why we should care about 
abortion and euthanasia

2 Samuel 1:5-16 Psalm 139:1-6,13-18;  
Luke 1:39-45

26th 
September

Why sexual morality matters 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Resp Psalm 128;  
Luke 7:36-50 

3rd 
October

Why Racism is a sin Isaiah 56:3-8 Psalm 96:1-10;  
Matthew 8:5-13
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All around us we see changing understandings of human 
identity, changing patterns in relationships and families, 

changing sexual attitudes and activity. 

What does it mean for followers of Jesus to walk in love,  
faith and holiness today?

his fi e-session course ro ides a structured and accessi le ay  
to learn a out and re ect on uestions of identity  se uality  

relationships and marriage. 

There will be a course book, biblical teaching, short videos and group 
discussion. The topics are challenging, but our aim is to learn more, 

and understand different points of view in an atmosphere of openness 
and respect. There is no hidden agenda. We hope a good number of 
people will decide to take part, and the course will be run on Tuesday 

evenings from 8:00pm to 9:30pm in the church.

Please consider prayerfully whether you will join us, 
 and if so, please sign up by Sunday 3 October.

Tuesday 5 October
Tuesday 12 October
Tuesday 19 October

No session during Half Term on 26 October
Tuesday 2 November
Tuesday 9 November

Refreshments from 7:45pm to start at 8:00pm. Finish time around 9:30pm. 
Please contact Rev. John Castle or Emma Hodge for more information 

https://llf.churchofengland.org/



1st Sunday  
of the month

2nd Sunday  
of the month

3rd Sunday  
of the month

4th Sunday  
of the month

5th Sunday  
of the month

No change. Bacon butties 
now on this week.

No change. New service, 
instead of 9:30am 
for Oct, Nov & Jan.

No change.

8:00am Holy 
Communion  
Said Service
Book of  
Common Prayer.

8:00am Holy 
Communion  
Said Service
Book of  
Common Prayer.

8:00am Holy 
Communion  
Said Service
Book of  
Common Prayer.

8:00am Holy 
Communion  
Said Service
Book of  
Common Prayer.

8:00am Holy 
Communion  
Said Service
Book of  
Common Prayer.

9:30am Parish 
Communion 

raditional   
Sung Service 
Choir using 
modern words.
Either Old 
Testament or 
New Testament 
reading, and a 
gospel reading,
Psalm chanted.
Introduction  
to charity of  
the month.
Children start 
in the Pastoral 
Centre and then 
come back for 
communion.

Bacon Butties 
before service
9:30am Parish 
Communion 

nformal  er ice 
Worship band 
using modern 
words.
Some small 
changes may  
be made to  
this service.
Children start 
in church and 
move to the 
Pastoral Centre 
and then 
come back for 
communion.

9:30am Parish 
Communion 

e ecti e   
Sung Service 
Choir using 
modern words.
Either Old 
Testament or 
New Testament 
reading, and a 
gospel reading,
Choir only sing 
the psalm.
During the service 
there are periods 
of quiet allowing 
us to re ect and 
pray silently.
Children start 
in the Pastoral 
Centre and then 
come back for 
communion.

: am hurch 
Together’ Service
Children will 
remain in church 
for the service.
This will be a 
service with no 
communion 
and all the other 
details are in 
planning so we 
can’t tell you 
more about it yet!
 

9:30am Parish 
Communion 

raditional   
Sung Service 
Choir using 
modern words.
Either Old 
Testament or 
New Testament 
reading, and a 
gospel reading,
Psalm chanted.
Children start 
in the pastoral 
centre and then 
come back for 
communion.

11:15am  
Family Service
No communion.
Worship band.

 11:15am  
Family Service
No communion.
Worship band.

  

18:30pm
Contemplative 
Evening Prayer  
 
 

18:30pm 
Ecumenical 
Service  
at one of the 
churches in 
Sandhurst

 18:30pm
Choral or Sung 
Evensong
Choir using  
the Book of  
Common Prayer.

14

As you may remember earlier this year, we had 
 a series of sermons looking at what it means 
to be an intergenerational church as well as a 
survey and you may be wondering what has 
happened since.  Since then, the results of the 
survey have been reviewed and, as a result, the 
September sermon series are based on some  
of the requests made in the survey.  

In addition, a working party has started to 
look at how to put this into practice. We have 
started by looking at the services and will be 
keeping some services exactly as they are; while 
for some weeks in the month we are planning 
some changes, but these will be trialled for 
October, November and January a�er which 
we will review it. Please see the details below:

I N T E R G E N E R A T I O N A L  C H U R C H
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Saturday 23  
rd October 

   Doors 6.45pm for 7pm start 
 

Puzzling Questions and Raffle 
 

@ St Michael’s Pastoral Centre 
Lower Church Road, Sandhurst 

 

Tickets £5 adults, £3 children (12 – 16 inc) 
Under 12s free 

Available from Social Committee 
 or through Ann Harris 01252-871881 

  

Please bring your own drinks, glasses  
& half-time nibbles 

 

Tickets on sale now! 



S E P T E M B E R  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S
Charity: St Michael’s School
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Sunday 5 September – 14th a�er Trinity 
 �eme:  Why we should care  
  about saving the planet 
Readings:  Genesis 2:4-15 (p4);  
  Matthew 6:25-33 (p971)
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)
 11:15am Family Service
 6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 
 
Sunday 12 September – 15th a�er Trinity
 �eme:  Why bad things happen  
  to good people 
 Readings:   Job 19 (p523-524);  
  Luke 13:1-5 (p1046)
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Informal) 
 
Sunday 19 September – 16th a�er Trinity 
 �eme:  Why we should care about abortion  
  and euthanasia 
Readings:  2 Samuel 1:5-16 (p304);
  Luke 1:39-45 (p1026)
 8:00am Holy Communion
 9:30am Parish Communion (Re�ective) 
 11:15am Family Service
 2:00pm Wedding of Paul Starck  
  & Alison White 
 
Sunday 26 September – Michaelmas 
17th a�er Trinity
 �eme:  Why sexual morality matters 
 Readings:  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (p1148); 
  Luke 7:36-50 (p1036-1037)
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 9:30am Parish Communion (Community) 
 11:30am Baptism of Max Schwarze 
 6:30pm Choral Evensong 
  �eme:  Michaelmas

 Coffee
On the �rst and third Sundays in September, 
co�ee will be served either just outside the 
Pastoral Centre or on the grass in front of the 
church a�er the 9:30am service and before the 
Family Service. 
Also, bacon butties/vegetarian sausages will 
be available between the 8:00am and 9:30am 
services on Sunday 12 September.

  Find us on Facebook
  www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website, 
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk




