St Michael’s News

January 2022

St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire, GU47 8HN
The church building is only open at certain times, please visit our website:
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk for up-to-date information.
PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday,
Mon
day, Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00am -1:30pm
Friday:
Frida
y: 10:00am -1:30pm (mobile only: 07841 559771)
For enquires about hall bookings, baptisms, weddings, funerals, the best
way to contact us is by phone on a Monday or Thursday. If you wish to visit in
person, please contact us in advance to agree a suitable time.
T: 01252 873030 / M: 07841 559771 / E: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
office@stmichaels-sandhurst org.uk
For all Pastoral matters, please call the Rector: Rev John Castle on: 01252 872168

OUR PURPOSE AS A CHURCH
Knowing God for ourselves. Growing as individuals and as a church.
Showing God’s love in the world.

The present moment…
For some of us, the beginning of a
New Year is a time to look forward,
for others it is a time to look back and
take stock of the hopes which became
an actuality and the moments which
brought tragedy and distress.
As this New Year begins, we need to
look around this broken and divided
world and acknowledge the ecological
damage we have done to our planet
in the past and seek ways of addressing
this for the future.
We need to engage with the situations
of those who are less fortunate than
we are: the homeless; the destitute; the
persecuted; the refugee; the starving; the
unemployed, and try to improve them.

The past is past and can influence us
for good, only if we learn the lessons it
has to teach us.
The future is in God’s hands, and we
look forward in faith to what he will do.
And the present, J Neville Ward said
this about it:

‘The will of God is always something
we are to do NOW, in this present
moment, because the present
moment is the only moment in
which we can do anything.’
The question is, what are we going to
do today?
Rev Jane Kraft

Please pray for all those on the Prayer Board, and for the family and friends of Dave Brown
whose funeral takes place here on 6 January and of Stephen Connelly (George Castle’s
father), whose funeral is at the Catholic church on 5 January. Please also pray for Lucy
Johnson who is being baptised here on 9 January.

WHAT’S BE E N HAPPE N I NG?
December is a busy time for all of
us – but also a great opportunity
for outreach to the wider
community of Sandhurst.

Choir & band at the Christingle Service
Carol singing along the streets of Sandhurst

Carol singing with the residents
at Sandhurst Lodge

Sandhurst Churches Together, with brass band, proclaiming good news to shoppers at the Meadows

Thank you to all who supported the gift tree project this year,
giving an unexpected gift to 90 children and young people
in our community. This is almost double the amount of gifts
given last year!
An especially big thank you to the organiser,
Katy Robson-Malone, and all the children
who helped to make the Christmas cards
during Baby & Toddler Time sessions.
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WHAT’S BE E N HAPPE N I NG?
A big thank you to Trish Dundas and Dee
from Sandhurst Lodge who kindly donate a
tree every year.
We will be needing new volunteers next year
to put up the Christmas tree and decorate it as
Ann and Chris Harris are stopping after many
years doing this job. Many thanks to Ann and
Chris for all their hard work.

Contact us
Do you have something else you’d like
to appear in the newsletter?
Please send emails to:
newsletter@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.
The deadline for entries in the January
edition is Monday 24 January.
If you would like to receive a version
via email, please contact David Hunt at:
david.hunt@bcs.org.uk.

On the social side…
So it’s welcome to 2022 which, hopefully, will (eventually) prove to
be a better year than 2021!
On 12 December, we drew the lucky winner of the beautiful
Merrythought Teddy Bear which was our Christmas Raffle prize,
with John White performing the honours. The winning number was
37, and the lucky winner was one of our junior choir members, Thea
Gator. So, maybe we will see Ted in full chorister’s robes at some time!
The raffle raised £125 for church funds so thank you to all those who
bought a ticket, to Gill Ostler who donated Ted, and to my good lady
who did the (hard) selling.
We had hoped to run a social event in early Spring but, for the moment, the committee have
decided that it would be wise to defer any events until the current Covid related situation has
settled down.
Chris Harris, Social Committee
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website,
please email David Hunt at: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
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WHAT’S BE E N HAPPE N I NG?
Thank you to our talented flower arrangers, who have
made some wonderful displays in and around church
this year. Here are just a few of the beautiful flowers on
display in church over the Christmas period:

How can we help our children and
grandchildren to grow up not only
knowing about God but knowing God
for themselves?
There is plenty of evidence that the biggest
influence on children growing in faith is
what happens in the home.
Most parents feel ill-equipped and
unconfident about sharing their faith
with their children. But help is at hand!
The Parenting for Faith course is a FREE
video-based course which aims to help
parents discover that they are perfectly

positioned to show their children the reality
of a life with God and to empower them to
have their own vibrant two-way relationship
with him. It runs in 8 sessions, and those
who took part a year ago when it was run by
Angela and Dave Harper found it really useful.
Sarah Bishop, our Family Worker, and
Rev John Castle will be running this course
on 8 evenings beginning Tuesday 11th
January at 8:00pm. Please read more at:
https://parentingforfaith.org/ and seriously
https://parentingforfaith.org/course
consider signing up.
It’s suitable for parents, grandparents,
godparents and anyone who wants to help
significant children in their lives experience
God for themselves.
Rev John Castle

Wednesday evenings on Zoom, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
All done © John Morgan licensed under CC BY 2.0
30th September – 25th flickr.com/photos/aidanmorgan/6891727954
November
(one week break for half term)
To register an interest, contact Angela Harper, 07456 190201
familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk

4

G RO U P S F O R C H I L D R E N A N D YO U N G PE O PL E

Baby and Toddler Time is a friendly group for

babies, toddlers and their parents/carers. It is held in the Pastoral
Centre on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month during school
term time, from 9:00am to 11:00am.
For the first hour and half we have lots of toys for children to play
with, toast and fruit (with coffee/tea for adults) and a craft activity. Breastfeeding support
is also available (please ask at the welcome desk). In the last half-hour we have a Bible story
and lots of singing of nursery rhymes etc. Booking is not necessary.

Kidz Church takes place on Sundays during the 9:30am service. It provides age-related
activities in the Pastoral Centre, for children aged three up to school Year 5,
every week. There is something for the Kidz Church age group all year round.
The Family Service is held at 11.15am on the first and third Sunday.
We are back to our all-singing, all-dancing norm, although still using alternate
pews for social distancing. Family Service is a great Sunday morning activity,
whether in the school holidays or in term-time.
Bible Bites is for children in Years 5 and 6 on Monday afternoons after
school, under the leadership of Sarah Bishop. Please contact her for more
information at: familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.
Reach (Year 6 and up) is held in the Pastoral Centre during the 9:30am service.
More information is available from Liz Percival on: 07950 690729 and Mike Gower on:
07591 240161, via email or the church Facebook page.
Dream Big Youth Club is held on Sunday evenings in Seeby Hall from 6:00pm to
8:00pm during term-time, with pool, table tennis, Xbox and much more.
All young people 11-18 years old are welcome. Entrance 50p and tuck shop available. More
information is available from Liz Percival on: 07950 690729 and Mike Gower on: 07591 240161
or the church Facebook page.
Additional youth support services
XLM Mentoring is a free mentoring support, for young people in the Sandhurst area needing
someone to talk and chat with. Contact Mike Gower for more information on 07591 240161.
Youth line counselling service is available by phone, on: 01344 311 200 or via email at:
ask@youthlineuk.com
Youngminds has a crisis messenger text service. For text support, text YM to 85258.
Kooth.com is a youth online support service.
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Families booklet available online
A families booklet, with further information about activities for
families at our Church, and includes resources for helping you to
share faith at home, is available on our website:
www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/families
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YO U R C H U RC H N E E D S

New churchwarden /
assistant churchwarden

YO U…

Please get in touch with the Rector or one of the current Churchwardens for more
information on what is involved in this vital role for our church.

Health and Safety Officer
We are looking for someone who would be willing to take on this important role within our
church. The duties would be to oversee the management of the health and safety aspects of
our church although several aspects of actually carrying out the work is actually delegated to
other people. Would you be willing to take on this role? If so, please speak to a Churchwarden.
Emma Hodge, Churchwarden

Live-streaming operators
We need 2 or 3 more volunteers to share the load with our existing loyal volunteers.
By live-streaming our services, we are able to reach people who are unable to attend in person,
and reach new people. Please do consider offering. We have good equipment (camera, laptop
and software), and full training and support will be given.
Please get in touch with the Rector, Churchwardens or one of the live-stream team!

Youth Team volunteers
Young people are curious, fun to be with and very thoughtful. Could you spare some time
each month to engage with the young people at our church as they explore their faith?
To find out more about what's involved, please contact Liz Percival on 07950 690729 or
Mike Gower, Youth Worker on 07591 240161.

Flower arrangers – new helpers always welcome!
If you are a flower arranger who has not been before or if you are interested in learning to arrange,
and would like to join with us, please contact Steph Martin, Annette Urquhart, Sheriden
Cremer-Evans or Sue Campbell through the Parish Office or Churchwardens.

Next steps in faith – adults and children
Don’t receive communion? Interested in exploring the basics of the Christian faith and asking
questions? Why not take the plunge and sign up for an online group for adults like you?
Exploring Faith will start towards the end of January, once we’ve got a group together.
Please contact the Parish Office, or Rev John Castle at rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.
We would also like to hear about children who are interested in receiving communion,
from eight years old upwards. For more information, please contact our Family Worker,
Sarah Bishop at familyworker@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk.
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ECO - CHURCH : NEW YE AR’S RESOLUTIONS
Before Christmas I took the glitter-free
pledge, and didn’t use any in my card-making
or gift-wrapping. I admit to wearing a fake
poinsettia with glitter on for a concert, but it
will be re-used next year, and I do have a pair
of boots with glitter on the heels, but I think
the fact that they were from a charity shop
sort of makes that ok. It was good to hear that
Little Sandhurst Nursery Group were using
sweet wrappers to add sparkle to their craft
projects instead of glitter.
On to 2022, and time to make some
resolutions that are sustainable on every level
both personally and as a church.
As I write this, I’m wearing a Joules top from
Age UK, and Ken is wearing a jumper from
Thames Hospice, and a Crew Clothing shirt
from Discoveries. We have some great charity
shops in this area which are well worth a visit.
Give it a go… you never know what you’ll find!
As a church we have moved to more ecofriendly cleaning products, changed our
toilet roll supplier, and reduced our single use
plastic consumption, but there must be other
areas that could become greener.

For anyone planning a children’s party,
did you know that there are biodegradable
balloons available, or that some companies
can recycle foil balloons? I found a company
in Farnborough that does this. They also give
info on helium use:
https://bubblegumballoons.com/eco-policy
If we were all to make 5 small changes and
encourage our families and friends to do the
same, we could make a real difference.
Here are my 5:
Replace toothbrushes, interdental brushes
and flossers with eco-friendly versions
Remember to take mesh veg bags shopping
to eliminate packaging waste
Set up a box for dead pens at home and
take them to Ryman’s for recycling
Source/make more environmentally
friendly bags for craft sales
Develop new ranges to sell made from
upcycled items
What are your 5? Here’s one for starters –
recycle Christmas cards in the box which
Sarah Ashton has left at the back of church.
Catherine Wilkins, Churchwarden

Crowthorne HopeZone Youth Worker
We are looking for a part-time Christian Youth Worker for HopeZone and the wider
Crowthorne community. This is a part time post (25 hours/week), and you will be primarily
responsible for working with the young people, as well as managing the volunteers and
developing the work into the future.
The salary will be at JNC Scale Point 12, depending on experience.

Crowthorne HopeZone Youth Work Assistant
We are looking for a part-time Christian Youth Worker Assistant. This is a great opportunity
for someone who:
■ Is available to work 6 hours a week for an afterschool drop-in session
■ Enjoys being part of a team and working with young people
■ Based at Crowthorne Baptist Church 2:45pm to 5:45pm
■ DBS required
For more information, contact Louise Truscott on 07931 720036 or email
crowthornehopezone@gmail.com for the job description and application details.
Closing date: Friday 14 January 2022
Interviews: Friday 29 January 2022
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JANUARY CHURCH SERVICES
Charity: Hardship Fund
Sunday 16 January – 2nd of Epiphany
Theme: Transforming Power
Readings: Isaiah 62:1-5 (p748-749);
		 John 2:1-11 (p1064-1065)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Reflective)
11:15am Family Service
6:30pm Choral Evensong at St. Michael’s
Sunday 2 January – Epiphany
Theme: A New Hope
Readings: Ephesians 3:1-12(p 1174-1175);
		 Matthew 2:1–12 (p966)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)
11:15am Family Service
6:30pm Contemplative Evening Prayer

Sunday 23 January – 3rd of Epiphany
Theme: Love Stories
Readings: Deuteronomy 30:9-14 (p209);
		 Luke 10:25-37 (p1042)
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am NEW Church Together Service
		Reading: Luke 10:25-37 (p1042)

Sunday 9 January – 1st of Epiphany
Theme: Baptism and the Holy Spirit
Readings: Isaiah 43:1-7 (p728);
		 Luke 3:15-17 (p1029-1030)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Informal)
11:30am Baptism of Lucy Johnson

Sunday 30 January – Candlemas
Theme: A Light to the Nations
Readings: Malachi 3:1-5 (p961-962);
		 Luke 2:22-40 (p1028)
8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion (Traditional)

Coffee
On the first and third Sundays in January, coffee will be served in the Pastoral Centre after
the 9:30am service and before the Family Service. Bacon and vegetarian sausage butties will
be served before the Parish Communion Service on Sunday 9 January.

Hardship Fund
Owlsmoor parish), and are experiencing
a one-off financial difficulty.
In her role as Family Worker, Sarah Bishop
often spends times with families who are need;
however there are others in our community.
If you know of anyone who needs help, please
speak to Rev John Castle or a Churchwarden.

One of the messages that is repeated
throughout the bible is to care for the poor.
This includes those in Sandhurst.
The Hardship Fund is set up for people who
either come to St Michael and All Angels
Church (any service, including Toddler Time),
or who live in Sandhurst town (including
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