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St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open 9.30 am – 12.15 pm weekdays 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

 

The changing world we live in 

In my lifetime, I have seen extraordinary changes. I’ve seen Doodle Bugs 
flying overhead. I’ve seen the introduction of air transport and people going 
abroad for holidays, the introduction of electricity in the country side, the 
introduction of televisions, the end of steam trains, the introduction of 
computers and mobile phones, the introduction of zips to trousers, socks you 
don’t have to darn, supermarkets where you can buy everything, the demise 
of little shops and the rag-and-bone man, the end of bread and milk being 
delivered by horse-drawn vehicles, going to the moon and discovering DNA. 
The changes are endless. 

But in all this change, whether for good or bad, at least two things have 
remained constant: the nature of God and God’s love for us, because nothing 
in all the changes that I have seen alters my faith and trust in God. But that 
may not be the same for everyone; some of us may have real doubts as a 
result of some changes. If this is the case for you then remember what St Paul 
said, ‘There is nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 

Rev. John White  

Prayer Requests:  Jan Benfors, Sophie Monroe (Packer), Sarah 
Harrison, Denis, Bill, Ken, Rosalind and those on the prayer 
board. Also for those being baptised and married here this month. 

2  

Church Activities and Announcements 

August Coffee Rota Reminder 
  7th August Gillian Davies, Ann Homfray Davies 

14th August Rosemary Dobson, Val Travers 

21st August Di Pullar, Jenny Thorn 

28th August Chris Pocock, Wendy Grafton 

The new coffee rota for July to October, is available to collect from the back of 
church. Please ensure you swap if you are unable to do the date allocated as 
there are now only two volunteers making coffee each Sunday, and it is 
difficult for just one person to manage. 

Volunteers required! Can anyone spare a little bit of time to help with tea and 
coffee making? At least once every three months is all that is required. For 
further information, please contact the office on 01252 873030. 

Young Church is part of the 9.30 Parish Communion Service every Sunday, 
except the first Sunday of the month, for children aged 3–10. Please register 
your children at 9.20 in the Pastoral Centre. The children join the adults 
towards the end of the church service. Parents interested in their children 
receiving Holy Communion are asked to speak to Rev. John Castle. 

REACH runs parallel to the Parish Communion Service at 9:30–10:45 am. 

100 Club Draw 

The winners of the 100 Club May Draw were: 
1st Prize: Mrs I. Bryant, No 33, £20 

2nd Prize: Mrs I. Bryant, No 60, £10 

3rd Prize: Mr & Mrs J. White, No 32, £5 

£34 was passed to church funds.  

The winners of the 100 Club June Draw were: 
1st Prize: Mrs D. Hallett, No 2, £20 

2nd Prize: Mrs J. Stevens, No 38, £10 

3rd Prize: Mrs C. Pocock, No 119, £5 

£34 was passed to church funds.  

The winners of the 100 Club July Draw were: 
1st Prize: Mrs G. Castle, No 17, £20 

2nd Prize: Mr G. Steele, No 52, £10 

3rd Prize: Mr C. Dobson, No 58, £5 

£34 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 01344 779461 
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Can you help the Counselling Service? 
Our Counselling Service is a form of outreach by our church into the 
community, where trained counsellors, most of them volunteers, help 
individuals to work through issues in their lives. Most of the clients are 
referred to them by GPs and other health professionals, and the counselling is 
offered regardless of ability to pay. Our main source of income is Bracknell 
Forest Council, but as a church we also give 20 per cent of our charitable 
giving, about £2,000 per year, to subsidise the service. The service also relies 
on other donations and grants. 

The PCC have also agreed to set the service up as an independent charity, 
with church representation on the board of trustees, to make it easier to get 
grant funding. The charity is to be known as the Sandhurst Counselling 
Service. 

Our funds are currently running very low and we are looking for a volunteer 
charity fundraiser to look for further grants. We would also be grateful for 
any one-off donations that anyone would like to make, and for any 
suggestions or contacts in companies or grant-making trusts who could be 
approached for funding. Please contact Di Taylor, the Counselling Co-
ordinator, via the church office. 

Sandhurst Churches Together 
Sadly, we are losing two local ministers from Sandhurst Churches Together. 
Rev. Sam Mail from Sandhurst Baptist Church is moving back to her native 
Germany, where she will be studying for a year in Berlin. Sam has led the 
Baptist Church in two joint ventures with us and other churches. She took the 
initiative to get the churches running the Coffee Spot and she and the Baptist 
Church have been supporting our youth work by making a generous 
contribution to Ben Askewʹs salary, as well as giving our youth band 
opportunities to lead worship. Rev. Linda Phillips will hand over 
responsibility for Sandhurst and Yateley Methodist Church in September to 
Rev. Keith Lowder from the USA. Both have been great colleagues and 
shared our vision for churches working together. We wish them and their 
families well in their future ministry. Rev. John Castle 

Retreat to Advance! 

Would you like 24 hours away from it all to spend some time with God and a 

few other Christians, and to discover a few tips on how to deepen your 

relationship with God and find some peace and quiet to try them out? We are 

hoping to run a short residential retreat from 6.00 pm on Friday 23rd 

September to 4.00 pm on Saturday 24th September at St Katharine’s, Parmoor 

(north of Henley). There will only be limited places, so if youʹre interested, 

please contact Rev. John Castle (rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk or via 

the church office). 
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Growing Leaders 
We havenʹt had enough interest to warrant running the course this year, but 
intend to do so in September 2012. 

A big thank you! 
Sheridan Cremer-Evans has been running our Gift Aid very efficiently for 
the past seven years, enabling St Michaelʹs to claim thousands of pounds 
from the Inland Revenue. Since Peter Holmesʹ death last year she has also 
shouldered additional work. She has now retired from this work in order to 
spend more time with her family and has handed over to Brandon Ashton, 
who will be managing the administration of Pledged Giving and Gift Aid. 
We are very grateful to Sheridan for all the hard work she has done behind 
the scenes. Also, thanks to Brandon for taking over! 

Not selected – yet 

Linda Lemmon tells how she will pursue her vocation after not 

being selected for training for the ministry. 

It is really sad to tell you that I have not been selected to train for ministry 
at this time. I agree with the reasons the advisors gave and will not be 
appealing. I am not allowed to re-apply for two years, as it takes this long 
to get over something like this. 

I would like to thank you for your prayers and support through this 
stressful time. Whilst I was attending my Bishops Advisory Panel, though 
it was stressful and surreal, I felt ‘held’ and protected and, considering the 
anxiety I had beforehand, peaceful. This, I believe, was the result of all 
your prayers. 

This is not the end of my vocation, but the beginning of the next phase. 
Whatever I have learnt in the last two years, will be put to good use and 
not wasted. Those that I have been able to tell have been so upset at this 
outcome that I feel you are all in this with me, which is incredibly 
comforting, knowing I am not alone. 

I will continue Deaconing and leading the different services which I am 
accustomed to leading. I will also be taking over the co-ordination of the 
Pastoral Care for the Parish from John White, who thinks it needs an 
overhaul and a lot more people to help. To this end, I would like any of 
you who can spare a bit of time (no matter how small) and would like to 
help with looking after the needs of our Church Family to please contact 
me. 

Love and blessings,  Linda Lemmon 
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Safari Supper Saturday 17th September 
Make a note of the date for the next Safari Supper. This is an excellent way to 
socialise with friends in the church and to meet some new ones while 
enjoying good food. For those not familiar with the format, the ‘Safari’ bit 
entails moving to a different home for each course. 

Everyone contributes by buying a ticket and you opt for the course you’d 
prefer to cook for six to eight people in your own home. It works best if most 
people offer to cook but the option of paying more for your ticket and not 
cooking will also be available. You’ll meet different people for each course 
and the whole group at the start for aperitifs and again at the end for coffee. 

The twist in the tail is that you don’t know who your guests will be or where 
you will be going until the night! Couples and singles are welcome. 

Tickets are on sale, so please reserve the date and get planning your dish! 

We’ll need to finalise numbers at least a week ahead. More information from 

Steph and John Martin (01252 873316 or johnc.martin@btinternet.com) 

Church Flowers Please ring Jennie (01344 775881) for information if you 
wish to help arranging the church flowers. Thank you. 

Blue Envelopes 
Please use the gift aid envelopes for even small amounts of cash if you are a 
tax payer and have paid enough tax to do so. This is free money from the 
government and worth doing because it all adds up! 

Coffee spot to close? 
The Coffee Spot at Sandhurst recreation ground was taken over by Sandhurst 
Churches Together in 2005, and is greatly appreciated by the community. But 
now its continued operation is under threat, due to the resignations of key 
post holders in the management. Sam Mail, pastor of Sandhurst Baptist 
Church, who has been Managing Director, is leaving. The Company Secretary 
is giving up due to family circumstances. We set up a limited company to run 
the Coffee Spot, and legally we cannot continue to operate without these 
posts being filled. In addition to these two roles, we also need a Chairperson, 
who can lead the committee and give support to the General Manager. 

Do you know anyone who could take on one of these roles? Also, we 
are very short of volunteers to serve, and unless we have more, we 
will have to reduce the hours that the Coffee Spot is open (assuming 
that we can keep it open anyway!) 

Church Fundraising 
If you would like to organise a fundraising event for the church or make a 
suggestion, please contact John White (01344 774349) or Jan King, via the 
Parish Office, 01252 873030. 
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Tearfund 

Tearfund, the Christian aid organisation we support through 

charitable giving, is active in 19 countries in Africa – in some of 

the places that are most in the news just now: East Africa, where 

rainfall in some parts has failed for the sixth consecutive year, and 

in South Sudan, the world’s newest country. 

East Africa 

Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya are the East African countries hardest hit by 
drought. In parts of southern Somalia the UN has declared a famine, 
meaning that at least 30 per cent of households go hungry; 30 per cent of 
under five-year-olds are malnourished; and there are more than two deaths 
per 10,000 people per day. About three million people are at risk of 
starvation. Tearfund is working with organisations that are building earth 
dams to store water, distributing drought-resistant seeds to farmers, and 
harvesting rainwater. They are involved in a project to supply 3,000 people 
with 20 litres of water a day for three months 

In northeast Kenya, next door to Somalia, most people rely on cattle and 
other livestock to survive. Here water has to be transported by tankers to 
keep grazing animals alive. This service is run by Tearfund’s partner 
Community Christian Services of Mount Kenya East. 

The crisis in East Africa has been made worse by staple food prices around 
the world rising massively. In Ethiopia food inflation is running at 40 per 
cent, and millions of people are experiencing serious hardship. The key to 
whether the crisis will worsen will be the length of the rainy season between 
now and mid-September. 
 

A civic leader shows the 
impact of the drought on 
livestock near the Kenya–
Somali border.  

Photo: World Concern/
Tearfund 
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South Sudan 

Tearfund has been working in southern Sudan since 1998, undertaking 
relief work in remote and neglected areas affected by conflict. Tearfund has 
also supported development projects run by its partners for more than 40 
years. 

With the birth of South Sudan, the resources of aid agencies are dwindling 
as fast as the population is increasing, through people returning from the 
north after independence. The provision of health care is a priority. 

In the town of Omdurman, in the district of Aweil, water is now readily 
available because of wells dug and managed with Tearfund’s support. 
Tearfund also runs a clinic, providing the only medical services for miles 
around. They also provide seeds, tools and training for families like Deng’s 
(see picture), who can now grow sorghum, maize and simsim (sesame), 
giving their family a better diet. 

A Tearfund team build a 
new well near Omdurman 
in Aweil district, South 
Sudan.  

Photo: Layton Thompson/
Tearfund 

Deng says, ‘My life is 
good thanks to the 
training from 
Tearfund. 

Photo: Layton 
Thompson/Tearfund 
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Newsletter by email 

Did you know that you can receive future editions of this newsletter by 

email? These are in colour and are normally sent out a few days before the 

paper copy is available. To opt in to this scheme please contact PCC member 

David Hunt david.hunt@bcs.org.uk 

Newsletter: 
A big thank you to Betty Wilson who has been typing the monthly newsletter 
since 2008. She has made a fantastic contribution, which has been greatly 
appreciated. William Lee has now taken over the role of compiling the 
newsletter. 

Please send your items for the September Newsletter to the Church office by 

22nd August 2011. Please leave any requests in the pigeon tray in the Pastoral 

Centre, inside the main entrance, and mark them as ‘William Lee Newsletter’, 

or email them to: Admin_Support@StMichaels-Sandhurst.org.uk. 

Keeping the faith on holiday 

Are you going away on holiday this summer? Why not make your holiday 
a time of spiritual as well as physical and/or mental refreshment? Here are 
some ideas: 

Reading material. In addition to taking a novel, why not pack your Bible 
and daily notes (available from the back of church for free) and find 10–15 
minutes a day to keep in touch with God with a little reading and prayer? 
If youʹll have internet access you can access daily Bible readings at 
www.wordlive.org and other sites. There are also some Christian books – 
biographies and other material – which you can borrow for a bit of 
inspirational reading. (See the bookshelves in the Pastoral Centre – if 
possible, leave a note with the office to say which book youʹve borrowed.) 

Find a church near your holiday location. If youʹre in the UK, you wonʹt 
be far from a church. If you have children with you, try one that looks like 
it will be welcoming to them – even if itʹs not Anglican! The website 
www.churchofengland.org.uk can help you find an Anglican church; 
www.findachurch.co.uk for other churches. If youʹre holidaying abroad, 
there are a lot of English-speaking churches and services. Just visit the 
website www.ics-uk.org/churches/ for details of your nearest. Or look in 
the Directory of English-Speaking Churches Abroad, a copy of which is at 
the back of our church. (Please donʹt remove it – copy down the details for 
your use later.) 
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Regular Activities at the Pastoral Centre 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Line Dancing takes place each Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5 
includes raffle, just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee are available or 
bring your own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron for information ( 01344 485097). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room, most days and evenings. Ring 
Carl on 01344 762712 for more information. 

Zumba 

Wednesdays. Zumba with Tiffany, Latin-inspired dance fitness class. 6.00–
7.00 pm, Seeby Hall. £5 per class. Feel the music and let loose! No need to 
book just come along and join the Party 

Thursdays. Latin Americaʹs dance craze is so infectious you wonʹt even realise 

youʹre exercising! Suitable for all ages and fitness levels, Zumba consists of 

easy-to-follow dance moves to energising pulsating music with the added 

benefits of burning calories whilst toning and sculpting your body. What are 

you waiting for? Ditch the workout and ‘Join the Party’ now! 

6.30 pm – £5 per class. Contact Beth for further info on 07976 23186 or 

Bethan_Coldwell@hotmail.com 

St Michael’s youth says 
goodbye to Ben at Horseshoe 
Lake. Ben Askew leaves us to 
take up a position as youth 
worker at Beaconfield’s Church 
of England churches. (More in 
September’s newsletter.) 
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Church finances 

This Month, June, we had an overall income of £13,420 against 

expenditure of £14,655. Year-to-date income is £80,823 against 

expenditure of £82,449. Currently we have a an operating Surplus/

Deficit of -£1,234 against an expected budgeted amount of £465 for 

this month. The current position is BAD News for the current month 

(-£1,234) and but GOOD News (-£1,625) overall for the year to date 

against the planned budget (-£6,976). 

Income indicators Expenditure indictors Overall 

Planned Giving 
 

Ministry expenses 
 

 ���� 
Collections 

 
Operating expenses 

 

PCC Fees 
 

Property costs 
 

Property Income 
 

Staff costs 
 

Key: Expenditure / Income   

 Significantly more or less than planned (>=92%  >=0.5% target) 

 Slightly more or less than planned (<98%  >=92% target) 

 More or less to plan (>=98% of target) 

Note: This represents current cash flow and excludes the Gift Day 

giving, which totals £10,853 and has been allocated to designated 

funds. We still need to address committed regular giving. 

Sunday 7th August – 7th after Trinity – Topic: Joseph Part 1 

Readings: Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 (p41), Romans 10: 5–15 (p1137),  

Matthew 14:22–33 (p981) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service – Topic: Joseph’s story 

Reading: Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 (p41) 

  6.30 pm   Contemplative Evening Prayer  
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Sunday 14th August – 8th after Trinity – Topic: Joseph Part 2 

Readings: Genesis 45:1–15 (p50), Romans 12:1–2, 29–32 (p1139),  

Matthew 15:10–28 (p982) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Baptism* 

  6.30 pm No Service 

Sunday 21st August – 9th after Trinity – Topic: The Birth of Moses 

Readings: Exodus 1:8–2:10 (p58), Romans 12:1–8 (p1139),  

Matthew 16:13–21 (p983), 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service & Baptism* – Topic: The Birth of Moses 

Readings: Exodus 1:8–2:10 (p58) 

  6.30 pm No Service 

Sunday 28th August – 10th after Trinity – Topic: The Call of Moses  

Readings: Exodus 3:1–15 (p59), Romans 12:9–21 (p1139),  

Matthew 16: 21–28 (p983).   

  8.00 am Holy Communion  

  9.30 am Parish Communion  

11.15 am  No Service 

  6.30 pm No Service 

Every Wednesday there is Communion at the Day Centre at 11.30 am 

*Baptisms: 

14 August 11.30 am – Xavier Beckley and Harry Wilson 

21 August 11.15 am (Family Service) – Isabella Blackman 

Weddings: 

  6 August, 1.00 pm  Alison Smith & Phil Williams 

  7 August, 2.00 pm  Renewal of vows for Mary & Manuel Martinez 

13 August, 4.00 pm  Calvin Stapley & Anna Willerding 

20 August, 4.00 pm  Jason Gardner & Tracy Fowler 
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Church Calendar 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Mon 22 Aug  

8.00 pm 
The Old Coach 

House 
Social Committee 

meeting Jan King 

Sat 17 Sept 

7.00 pm Around the parish Safari Supper John and  

Stephanie Martin 

Wed 21 Sept Pastoral Centre Welcome Evening John Castle 

Sept/Oct (tba) Complete at home Quiz Jan King 

Sat 1 Oct Church Sandhurst Silver 

Band Concert John Castle 

Sun 9 Oct 

9.30 am Church Harvest Festival Church Office 

Sun 9 Oct Christ Church 

Cathedral, Oxford 
Cathedral visit  

+ Evensong, John White 

Sun 2 or 16 Oct 

(date tbc) Pastoral Centre Home produce stall Jan King 

Sun 30 Oct 

6.30 pm Church Memorial Service Church Office 


