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What kind of man is this? 

‘What kind of man is this?’ were the disciples’ words when Jesus calmed a 
storm at sea, ‘What kind of man is this – that even the winds and the waves 
obey him?’ Matthew 8. 

In Mark 1 we are told that He entered the synagogue as a stranger and began 
to teach and that, rather than being asked to sit down and be quiet, people 
were hanging on his every word. We are told that even regular synagogue 
goers were amazed at his authority, again begging the question, ‘What kind 
of man is this?’ In Mark 1 we are also told, ‘At once his fame began to spread’. 

China had only a few Christians in the 1940s, following the Communist 
takeover of the country by Chairman Mao. The current Christian population, 
in just 70 years, is estimated to be between 80 and 130 million people.  It is 
thought that by 2050 it will be the largest Christian country in the world. 

 ‘What kind of man is this?’ that now has more followers than any other 
organisation in the world and which is believed to be in the order of two 
billion people and is growing bigger by the day? 

‘What kind of man is this?’ is a question we all have to answer for ourselves. 

John White 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and the prayer tree, and 
also for our deanery synod members (Emma Hodge, Kathryn 
Barton and Jan Herd) and for people who may fill the vacancies to 
represent our church on the deanery synod. 
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Activities 

February Coffee Rota Reminder 
  5th February Chris Pocock Rosemary Dobson  

12th February Jenny Piggin Ruth Eve 

19th February David Bryant Iris Bryant 

26th February Joy Alexander Marian Blackmore 

Prayer Meetings are on the 3rd Saturday of the month (18th February) at 
9.30–10.15am in the church and the 4th Wednesday (22nd February)  
at 8.00–8.45 pm.  

House Groups meet each week at these homes: 

 
If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to John White  
(01344 774349) for more details. 

Young Church is part of the 9.30 Parish Communion Service every Sunday 
for children aged 3–10.  Please register your children at 9.20 in the Pastoral 
Centre. The children join the adults towards the end of the church service. 
Parents interested in their children receiving Holy Communion are asked to 
speak to Rev. John Castle. 

Crèche. A Crèche facility shall be available for under threes from Sunday 
26th February in the Pastoral Centre lounge area. Please arrive prior to the 
9.30 am service to settle your children, signing them in on arrival.  Earlier 
collection can be arranged if you wish to be together to share Holy 
Communion as a family. Otherwise, collect your children after the service at 
coffee time. Initially, Angela Harper and Caroline Bowles (Ofsted Registered 
Childminders) shall be caring for your children, although we would like to 
get a crèche rota in place to share the load.  If you would be interested in 
helping out please contact Angela (07932 333619) to arrange this and receive 
CRB forms for clearance. 

REACH runs parallel to the Parish Communion Service, at 9:30–10:45 am. 

Monday   8.00 pm 11 Sylvan Ridge (Rupert & Sheridan) 

Tuesday 10.15 am 6 Crowthorne Rd (Doris Saunders) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 28 Wiltshire Avenue, Crowthorne (Elizabeth Ritchie) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 2 School Hill (John & Sue Campbell) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 34 Albion Road (Linda Lemmon) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 25 Templar Close (John & Stephanie Martin) 
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Toddler Time is on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 9.30–11.00 
am., except during school holidays. 

2nd Saturday Club has restarted. In December good work was done at 
the St Mary’s site and an extra group from the Community Payback scheme 
cleared part of the church yard. 

Volunteers required! Do you have or know of anyone with a specific skill in 
plumbing or electrics? We urgently need help with some maintenance. Any 
help on our coming working days will be gratefully received: 11th Feb, 10th 
Mar, 14th Apr, 9th Jun, 14th Jul, 8th Sep, 13th Oct, 10th Nov and 8th Dec 
2012. Please contact John Campbell on 01344 776655.  

Church Flowers. Please ring Jennie 01344 775881 for information if you 
wish to help arrange the church flowers. Thank you. 

Blue Envelopes. Please use the gift aid envelopes for even small amounts of 
cash if you are a taxpayer and have paid enough tax to do so.  This is free 
money from the government – it all adds up! 

Break-in at the Church 
During the night of 15–16 January intruders broke into the church. They 
broke open the north door and the door to the clergy vestry, and broke open 
the safe. It seems that they were after cash, and as no cash is kept in the 
church they were disappointed. Nothing has yet been found missing, for 
which we are very grateful.  However, repairs to doors will need to be done, 
and the safe will be replaced with a stronger 
one.  We are very grateful to Dave Percival 
for organising repairs/replacements, and to 
John Campbell, Kathryn Barton and others 
for their practical help in putting things 
right. 
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St Michael’s Belles’ 21st Anniversary Year 

Last year was a very special for us. When thinking about ways to celebrate 
our special year, Karen (Allen) suggested doing 21 ‘appearances’. Said 
quickly, this didn’t sound too daunting, but the reality meant a lot of hard 
work! 

We started in February playing at a concert to raise funds for The Leprosy 
Mission, then entertained at several local schools. We attended the National 
Handbell Rally at Egham in April, and played in church on Easter Sunday. 
The highlight of our year was undoubtedly the enthusiastic response to our 
Pastoral Centre concert, in May. 

Invitations! 

St Michael’s CE Primary School 
Founded in 1862 – 150 years young 

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the founding of our school, and 
we are holding several events in celebration.  First will be a Service of 
Thanks-giving on Friday March 9th when we will be joined by, amongst 
others, Bishop Alan Wilson, Chair of the Diocesan Board of Education.   
Unfortunately, we will not be able to invite you to that service, but if you 
are one of our more senior past pupils, perhaps attending around 1970, 
we hope you will join us at 2.00 pm on the same day for an afternoon tea 
party. The children will be serving tea and cakes, and will explain the 
displays of work that they have done in connection with the 150th.  And 
there will be a chance to wander round the school, which may bring 
memories!  If you are an ex-pupil and would like to join us for this event 
we do need to know beforehand so please give us a ring on 01252 873360.  
We may be able to help with transport. 

On Saturday 10th March we will be holding an Open Afternoon from 2.00
–4.00pm to which everyone is invited, whether they attended the school or 
not.  You will be able to see the displays of work mentioned above, and 
also have a stroll round the school and see the original school building 
and our new outdoor classroom/garden area.  Parking will be available on 
site and we do not need to know you are coming – just turn up!  As a 
member of our congregation you will be particularly welcome and we do 
hope you will join us in celebrating our 150th anniversary. 

Chris Harris, Chair of Governors 
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At each performance we had our photo taken with a large bell that we don’t  
use any more and on which we put the number of that performance. By July 
we had reached number 12. 

As well as entertaining Beaver colonies, the elderly, the nursery children, the 
members of the Ladies’ Golden Circle and the general public at the 
Christmas Tree Festival, we played at the annual Handbell Festival in 
Guildford Cathedral. All our efforts were greatly appreciated, which made it 
all worthwhile. The culmination of our anniversary year, and our 21st 
performance, was ringing before the start of the Christmas Eve Carol Service. 
I am indebted to the Belles for all their hard work and musicality, and 
promise them an easier time this year! 

If you fancy having a go at handbell ringing, come along on a Thursday 
evening. We meet in the Pastoral Centre from 7.30 to 9.15pm.   

Jenny Thorn 

Watoto Rescue Services is an organisation run by volunteers which 

provides help and support for orphan boys aged 8–20 who have been 

abandoned on the streets of towns like Kisumu in Kenya. The organisation is 

run by a husband-and-wife team, Alfred and Krista Omusula, who have 

purchased a piece of land and are aiming to build a permanent centre for the 

rehabilitation of these vulnerable boys. Until the money is raised, the land is 

being cultivated to provide food for the feeding programme, and the boys 

themselves are doing all the groundwork. Once a week they are given the 

chance to have a shower and a haircut, paid for by sponsor’s donations (20p 

per child). Watoto try to provide the boys with food but can only do that two 

or three times a week.   

Alison and her two friends will be going to Kisumu at half term and are 

looking to take boy’s clothing and sturdy shoes as well as the monies they 

have raised towards the building of the centre. If you have any boy’s clothing 

or shoes that you would like to recycle to a good cause, please bring them to 

Jan King at church or ring Alison on 0118 954 0984 in the evening or email 

her on Alison.oreilly1@ntlworld.com. You can also find out more about Watoto 

Rescue Services by going onto Facebook. Thank you for your support. 

Computer Systems Manager Needed! 
We need someone with network experience to look after our computer 
systems at the Pastoral Centre.  These were set up and managed by Colum 
Devine, who has now stepped down. If you think you might be the person 
we need, or know someone who is, please will you get in touch with the 
office of the Rector? 
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Letter from India 

In the last few days the Church Mission Society has received a letter 

from Sabrina and Gautam Money about their successes and trials in 

their mission work in India and about their hopes for the future. Here 

are extracts from the letter. 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings and prayers in Jesus’ holy name for the year 2012. Welcome to our 
first Money Times of the year 2012! 

‘Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord 
listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence 
concerning those who feared the Lord and honoured his name.’ Malachi 3:16 

This scripture verse was a reminder through the Christmas season as we met 
with family and friends and talked of God’s blessings on us through the past 
years. We pray that we will remain in awe of our Father’s glory and majesty. 

Work and Events 

The project Caruna  [Caruna Childcare Development Centre is where Sabrina 
works]  is going on well and we are happy to see the children growing 
spiritually and getting to know more about Jesus. Last year, we invited 
applications from 25 kids to join the project and the selection process started. 
We have been able to identify and want to support those children who are 
really in need in the community. Please pray that the selection and admission 
of these children happens smoothly. 

Gautam’s work with the youth in our church,  ‘eXalt’, is going on well and 
the church  youth are coming regularly to church and building themselves up 
in Christ through Bible study and prayer. Please pray for the ‘eXalt’ 
leadership team that they would have Godly discernment and wisdom in all 

Sabrina and Gautam are very 
exited by the news that 
Sabrina is expecting a baby. 
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Stamps We still value your used stamps, which do raise money for good 
causes! Keep them coming. Thank you.  

Unwanted Christmas Presents 
We would be grateful to have unwanted Christmas presents for 
the raffle for the quiz. Please hand them into the office or to John 
or Jill White. Thank you 

The Social Committee 
The social committee consists of John Martin, David Hunt, Jan King and Jill 
and John White. We attend either the 8.00 am or the 9.30 am service and 
because of that the main social events tend to be organised around them. We 
desperately need to cater for the younger age group – those who attend the 
family service for example. We are by definition a very social bunch of people 
and would be pleased to welcome new younger members to our team. We 
meet about six to seven times a year, usually over a cup of coffee, starting at 
8.00 pm and invariably home by 10.00 pm. If you would like to join us please 
make yourself known to one of the committee. 

Church Fundraising 
If you would like to organise a fundraising event for the church or make a 
suggestion, please contact John White (01344 774349) or Jan King, via the 
Parish Office (01252 873030). 

the work and planning for the year ahead and that they will be able to focus 
and devote adequate time for ‘eXalt’ even though all of them have other work 
to do. Gautam is continuing with work at St John’s Vocational Technical 
Training Centre. Please pray for all the instructors, and the students for them 
to really be motivated and be examples of progress in the area. 

Sabrina’s passport has finally been renewed after nearly two months of going 
to the Passport Office. This was a record in passport processing as compared 
to the other applicants waiting for the past six months there. Praise and 
thanks to God for His provision and guidance through all the paperwork and 
meetings with various officers there. The passport office surprised us by 
actually having computer records as old as 15 years ago. It is a real wonder 
how they manage all the information with all the chaos, lack of security and 
workers going on frequent strikes. Our God works in such mysterious ways, 
He placed two army officers from Sabrina’s father’s unit in Delhi just in time 
to help with this process.  

By far the biggest news and item for prayer and praise: Sabrina is pregnant 
and is keeping well. We are both very excited and delighted with this news 
and looking forward to becoming family! 

With love and prayers, Gautam and Sabrina 
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Annual Quiz and Fairtrade Supper, 3rd March 2012  
This is purely for fun and fellowship. It really does not matter 
how clever you are. It also helps us to raise some funds for the 
upkeep of the church. Do join us – supper, wine and juices 
provided. There will also be a raffle. Our tables sit eight and if 
you would like to book a whole table please say so when you 
buy your tickets. Otherwise, we will make up a table for you. Tickets are 
available at coffee after the 9.30 service, at the family service or from the 
office. 

Christmas fundraising 
Our fundraising efforts over Christmas produced a total of £1,340.17 for the 
Children’s Society. Carol singing, which many took part in, accounted for 
£435.98 of this. 

Prayer Conference 
‘Next Generation 2012’ brings young and old together for God’s purposes in 
worship and prayer in this Olympic year. Guest speakers are Pete Hughes 
and Vaughan Roberts. The event takes place at St Aldates Church, Oxford, on 
Friday 24th February, 3.00 –9.30 pm, and Saturday 25th February, 9.30 am– 
7.00 pm. Cost £25 (£12 students and senior citizens). Hosted by St Aldates, 
with ASK Network and New Wine. For more information and to book, visit 
www.staldates.org.uk or telephone Matthew Key on 01865 791073. 

Worried about media influences on children? 
A new website that allows parents to report unsuitable media content has 
been launched following the government-commissioned Bailey Review of the 
Commercialisation and Sexualisation of Childhood. ParentPort, run by the 
UK’s media regulators, makes the process of complaining easier, provides 
advice about staying safe online and also has a section called ‘have your say’, 
where parents can provide informal feedback and comments.  It’s at 
www.parentport.org.uk . Here’s a real opportunity to have an influence over 
those who influence our children. The Rector would be interested to have any 
feedback from parents (or others) using the site. 

100 CLUB DRAW. The winners of the December 100 Club Draw held on 
15th January 2012 were: 

1st Prize: Mr G Steele No 71 £20 

2nd Prize: Mrs C Pocock No 118 £10 

3rd Prize: Mr G Steele No 82 £5 

£32 has been passed to church funds.  Rosemary Dobson 
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Regular Activities at the Pastoral Centre 

Little Sandhurst Nursery. Daily! Phone Marian for details 07732 409095 

Line Dancing takes place each Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5 
includes raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or 
bring your own drinks.  Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays:  5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room, most days and evenings.  For 
more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

Zumba with Tiffany. Wednesdays, 6.00–7.00 pm, Seeby Hall, £5 per class. 
Latin-inspired dance fitness class – feel the music and let loose! No need to 
book, just come along and join the party! 

Zumbatomic after-school classes, 4.00 pm on Thursdays – the crazy–cool 

dance fitness workout for kids aged 4–12 years. Packed with choreographed 

routines to music like hip-hip, reggaeton and cumbia. Zumbatomic classes 

increase focus and self-confidence, boost metabolism and improve 

coordination. For more information contact Beth on 07976 231896 or go to 
www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk. 

Zumba with Beth Latin America’s dance craze is so infectious you wonʹt 
realise youʹre exercising! Easy-to-follow dance moves to energising music, 
you can tone your body and lose weight in no time! Suitable for all ages and 
fitness levels – 6.30 pm on Thursdays, £5 a class! Contact Beth for more 
information on 07976 231896 or go to www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk. 

Karate Club for Children. Fridays 5.45–6.45 pm. Phone Neil on  
07816 163845. 

Newsletter deadline. Please email William Lee at 

stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk or leave written requests with the Pastoral 

Centre office. Deadline for the March edition to reach me by 20th February 

2012. Thank you, William. 

Newsletter by email. To help the environment and save paper, you can 
now receive future editions of this newsletter by email? These are in colour 
and are normally sent out a few days before the paper copy is available. To 
opt in to this scheme please contact PCC member David Hunt. 
david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 
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Across 

  1 Three … men (4) 

  3 ... bread at Communion (8) 

  9 Again, with a wet cloth – not 

with bells! (7) 

10 Schisms (5) 

11 King of Judea (5) 

12 Pianos need them (6) 

14 Repetitive hymn start (6,1,6) 

17  Maundy money given in  

these (6) 

19 Evil personified (5) 

22 Arrangement of service (5) 

23 Letter (7) 

24 Sanctity (8) 

25 Noah had one of these (4) 

1  2   3 4  5  6  7 

    8         

9        10     

             

11      12       

            13 

14  15      16     

             

 17    18    19   20   

21             

22      23       

             

24         25    

Down 

  1 What one does in church (8) 

  2 Parable of the … (5) 

  4 Virtue (13) 

  5 Brother of Moses (5) 

  6 De poenis … (7) 

  7 Brief burst (4) 

  8 Indian regiment for girls? (6) 

13 Trait to be avoided (8) 

15 Cathedral town in Sussex (7) 

16 Rural (6) 

18 One of a blest pair (5) 

20 Learn from this (5) 

21 Who had them in pairs? (4) 

Crossword 
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Church Calendar 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Fri 3 Feb 
8.00 pm Pastoral Centre ‘Beside the Thames’ David Hunt 

Sat 3 Mar 
7.30 pm Pastoral Centre Annual quiz evening John & Jill White 

Sat 24 March Pastoral Centre Entertainment  
Evening George Castle 

Tue 3 April Pastoral Centre Passover meal Social Committee 

Sun 15 April 
12.30 pm Pastoral Centre Bring and share 

lunch John Castle 

Sun 29 April 
11.00 am Pastoral Centre Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting Emma Hodge 

Sun 20 May 
10.30–11.30 am Pastoral Centre Home-produce stall   

Sun 1 July Rectory Garden Church picnic 
John & George 

Castle 
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Sunday 5th February – Presentation of Christ – Topic: Presentation of Christ 

Readings:  Malachi 3.1-–5 (p961), Hebrews 2.14–18 (p1202), Luke 2.22–40 (p1028). 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion  

11.15 am Family Service  

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer  

Sunday 12th February – 2nd before Lent Proper 3 – Topic: The Paralysed man 

Readings: Isaiah 43.18–25 (p729), 2 Corinthians 1.18–22 (p1144),  

Mark 2.1–12 (p1003) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion   

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism of Freja Neilson, Benjamin Catlin, JulieRe and Maria 

Clayton, Ava Wynn 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service 

Sunday 19th February – Sunday before Lent – Topic: The Transfiguration 

Readings: 2 Kings 2.1–12 (p369), 2 Corinthians 4.3–6 (p1160), Mark 9.2–9 (p1012) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service 

  2.30 pm Civic Service 

  6.30 pm No Service 

Wednesday 22nd February – Ash Wednesday – Topic: Caught in the act? 

Readings: Joel 2.1–2, 12–17 (p912), John 8.1–11 (p1073) 

  8:00 pm Holy Communion with washing of feet 

Sunday 26th February – 1st Sunday of Lent – Topic: Baptism and 

Temptation of Christ 

Readings: Genesis 9.8–17 (p10), 1 Peter 3.18–22 (p1219), Mark 1.9–15 (p1002)   

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism of Alfie Potts, Harry & Nia Slatter 
  6:30 pm Choral Evensong  

Each Wednesday there is Communion at the Day Centre at 11.30 am. 

Early-morning services – You may find it useful to come to the 8 am 
service, if you are going out for the rest of the day! 

Ver. 2 


