
  

St Michael’s News  January 2013 
St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open 9.30 am – 12.15 pm weekdays 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

 

Why Church? Why me? 

The post-Christmas reckoning is beginning – how will we lose the extra 
pounds or pay the credit card bill when it arrives? It's time to shape up! 

This is also a good time to take stock of our relationship with the church – 
what does it mean to me to belong to a local church? What expectations do I 
have of what I should give to, and receive from, the church? 

Over the next few months we will all be invited to consider what being a 
member of St Michael's means for each of us. We are currently considering 
how we can make sure that people receive extra support and care at difficult 
times, and how we can help people grow in faith and confidence and find 
new ways of service in the church and outside. We also need to encourage 
more people to commit themselves to supporting the church financially. (See 
the box on finances later in this newsletter). 

Our church as a community needs to shape up and get fitter so we can do 
God's work and make an impact in our town, in our workplaces and personal 
lives and in the world. Please will you see how you can contribute your ideas, 
suggestions, time, talents and money to help us get fit for the task? 

John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those who 

died recently: Alicia Joyce Newnham; Mike World 
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Church Activities 

January Coffee Rota Reminder 

  6th January Ann Homfray-Davies Sheila Rees  

13th January Kate Bettison Jennie Rolfe 

20th January Hilary Smith Betty Wilson 

27th January David Bryant Iris Bryant 

Prayer Meetings are on the 3rd Saturday of the month (19th January) at 
9.30–10.15 am in the church and the 4th Wednesday (23rd January) at  
8.00–8.45 pm.  

House Groups meet each week at these homes: 

 
If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to John White (01344 
774349) for more details. 

Kidz Church is part of the 9.30 Parish Communion service every Sunday for 
children aged 3–10. Please register your children at 9.20 in the Pastoral 
Centre. The children join the adults towards the end of the church service. 
Parents interested in their children receiving Holy Communion are asked to 
speak to Rev. John Castle. 

Crèche. 

A Crèche facility is now available for under threes in the Pastoral Centre 
Lounge area. Please arrive prior to the 9.30 am service to settle your children, 
signing them in on arrival. Earlier collection can be arranged if you wish to 
be together to share Holy Communion as a family. Otherwise, collect your 
children after the service at coffee time. Initially, Angela Harper and Caroline 
Bowles (Ofsted Registered Childminders) shall be caring for your children, 
although we would like to get a Crèche rota in place to share the load. If you 
are interested in helping out please contact Angela on 07932 333619 for 
further details. (CRB checks will be required.)  

Monday   8.00 pm 11 Sylvan Ridge (Rupert & Sheridan) 

Tuesday 10.15 am 6 Crowthorne Rd (Doris Saunders) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 28 Wiltshire Avenue, Crowthorne (Elizabeth Ritchie) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 2 School Hill (John & Sue Campbell) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 34 Albion Road (Linda Lemmon) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 25 Templar Close (John & Stephanie Martin) 
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During school holidays, please check with Lesley in the Pastoral Centre that 
the crèche will be running. 

Toddler Time is on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 9.30–11 am, 
except during school holidays. 

Church Flowers. Please ring Jennie on 01344 775881 for information if you 
wish to help arrange the church flowers. Thank you. 

Blue Envelopes 

Please use the gift aid envelopes for even small amounts of cash if you are a 
taxpayer and have paid enough tax to do so. This is free money from the 
government and worth doing because it all adds up! 

Family Service 
Help is always required for the family service with regards to refreshments, 
sides persons and technicians. If you would like to volunteer, please email me 
at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk Thank you, Kirsty Dunlop 

Sandhurst Voluntary Care scheme 

The Sandhurst Voluntary Care scheme has been running for 30 years, and 
was the initiative of our then rector, Roger Packer, to take pastoral care 
beyond the confines of the church to all elderly people in our parish. The 
scheme gives lifts to those without transport to doctors’ surgeries, dentists, 
local hospitals and, when possible, to other venues. The people on the end 
of a phone who organise the lifts are called duty officers and each officer 
will man a phone about once a month in the afternoon. The drivers, of 
whom there are about 60, drive on average once a week – all petrol 
expenses are paid in line with government guidelines. A relatively small 
donation is obtained from the client, which finances the whole scheme. 

At the beginning of 2012 some people could not be helped because of the 
lack of drivers. Therefore, volunteer drivers who have a car and are 
available during the day are always needed. Those who are prepared to be 
duty officers and to sit on the end of a phone once a month and organise the 
lifts are also needed. 

Those interested in helping should contact Mrs Sue O'Sullivan on 01344 
774357. If you would like to know more about the scheme before you ring 
Sue then please speak to me (01344 774349) or David Bryant. 

John White 
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Unlocking the Growth 
We often ask questions about how we might see our churches grow or how 
we could encourage people to come. We long to see the decline in church 
attendance in the UK reversed. 

Unlocking the Growth is a one-day training event suitable for everyone who 
longs to see their church grow, whether they are church leaders or attenders. 
If you have ever wondered why you find it so difficult to invite people to 
come with you to church or how you could be more effective in reaching out 
to your friends or family, then you will find this event incredibly helpful. 

Bell Ringing is good for your health 

It's official! The Churches Conservation Trust has recently commissioned 
research by fitness and training provider YMCAfit which revealed that 
regular bell ringing can improve agility, co-ordination, reaction time, 
balance, muscle endurance and flexibility, and cardiovascular fitness. A 
spokesman for YMCAfit added that bell ringing has wonderful mental 
health benefits too. It requires a lot of thought, which is good for keeping 
the mind active. 

Of course, we bell ringers knew all this already! So make it one of your 
new year's resolutions to come and join us on Monday evenings from 7.30 
pm. If you need encouragement ring Derek Palmer 07947 822951. 
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Simple, effective and proven ideas for increasing the number of people who 
gather in our churches will be described and explained. 

Unlocking the sGrowth is hosted by Berkshire New Wine Networks and led 
by Michael Harvey. It will take place on Saturday 26th January 2013, 9.30 am 
– 3.30 pm, at Easthampstead Baptist Church, Bracknell. The event cost is £15 
per person, which includes lunch and mid-morning and mid-afternoon 
refreshments. If you are interested in going, please let the Parish Office or 
John Castle (rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk) know by 15th January. 

REACH runs parallel to the Parish Communion service, at 9:30–10:45 am. 

Used Postage Stamps 
Please keep collecting used stamps as this is a way we can easily help several 
charities. We currently support the British Kidney Patients' Association, the 
Star and Garter Homes, Research into Cot Death and The Leprosy Mission. If 
possible, trim the stamps, leaving a small margin round each. Many thanks, 
Doris Saunders and Jenny Thorn 

Advent Fayre.  

Thank you to all who came along and supported the Advent Fayre, and to all 
those who helped organise it and run the stalls. We raised £483.50 for our 
much-needed church funds.  

Church groups 

Please book all planned events through the office (01252 873030) to ensure 
there are no double bookings. The office takes private bookings most 
weekends, so it is essential that dates are checked and then entered into the 
office diary. A booking form should also be completed giving times required. 
Please do not ask clergy to take on this responsibility. 

Annual Quiz, March 2nd 
In previous years the Fairtrade Committee have produced an excellent supper 
for our quiz. However, the committee has folded, as we felt that we had 
introduced Fairtrade to enough people. So we need you to help us to produce 
a supper for the quiz. Please can you help? Please speak to John White. 

The Social Committee 

The social committee consists of John Martin, David Hunt, Jan King and Jill 
and John White. We attend either the 8.00 am or the 9.30 am service and 
because of that the main social events tend to be organised around them. We 
desperately need to cater for the younger age group, those who attend the 
family service for example. We are by definition a very social bunch of people 
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and would be pleased to welcome new younger members to our team. We 
meet about six or seven times a year, usually over a cup of coffee, starting at 
8.00 pm and invariably home by 10.00  pm. If you would like to join us please 
make yourself known to one of the committee. 

Help needed 
As some of you may know, Jill has to have further treatment and so we may 
not be around so much to take a very active role in the Social Committee. We 
would like someone or even two people to help out for six months, until we 
are over this. Please speak to Jan King or myself about what is involved. We 
meet every 6–8 weeks to plan events. John White 

Children’s Society fundraising 
Thanks to all who helped make the Christingles and who helped in the 
Christingle Service, and to the choir and others who joined in the carol 
singing and took part in other fundraising events to help disadvantaged 
children. Figures will be announced when available.  Rev. John Castle 

Winter Talks Series 
We will be introducing some very interesting people. The series is based on 
Building up our Christian Faith. 

Tuesday 15th January 2013. Right Rev. Bishop Andrew: ‘Fully Alive – in the 
Image of God’. 

Tuesday 19th February 2013. Rev. Keith Lowder (Methodist Minister ): ‘New 
Testament – is it a reliable witness?’ 

Tuesday 19th March 2013. Canon David Hodgson, Area Dean: ‘Living the 
Gospel of Peace’. 

Tuesday 16th April 2013. Rev. John Castle: ‘Making sense of the Bible in the 
Modern World’. 

Planting God’s love 

We are always reading that this charity or that needs money, our 

money. We less often read about what happens to the money. 

Here’s a short, and heart-warming, piece from the Church Mission 

Society (CMS) that describes how money donated during the CMS 

autumn appeal helped plant two new churches in a Kenyan slum. 

People living in Kibera – the vast informal settlement outside Nairobi 
where hundreds of thousands of people live in tin huts without sanitation 
services, clean water or electricity – have two new churches where they 
can experience God’s love. This is thanks to the efforts of two local men 

mailto:rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
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who were trained for leadership at Carlile College in Nairobi. (Carlile 
College is run by the Church Army in Africa and specialises in 
evangelism and mission training.) 

Colin Smith, the former head of the college's Centre for Urban Mission 
said, ‘Church planting requires people with vision and imagination to 
explore new possibilities The greatest thrill for me is to see two of our 
students remain committed to God’s mission in Kibera..’ Colin says these 
young men prove that finance is not the most important resource for 
church planting. Kibera is the poorest parish in the diocese but has had 
the most churches planted.  

St John’s Church was founded in February from a home group of seven 
members. It quickly grew to 25 and today more than 80 adults and 60 
children meet at the church. The church is successfully reaching out to 
people on the fringes of society and its members now believe that they 
belong to a community that offers the hope of new life. The church is also 
helping the local people with savings groups.  

The second church, St Elizabeth’s, although growing more slowly is also 
helping its members grow in faith.  

You can support this project and others like it by going to the Internet site 
Church Mission Society – Give or telephoning 01865 787400.  

Bursting at the seams! The Church of St John will have to find new premises soon. 
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The Triangle Café and Christian Bookshop can be found at 64 
Kingsmead, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU147SL. 01252 519172. 
www.thetriangle.org.uk. 

Church Fundraising 

If you would like to organise a fundraising event for the church or make a 
suggestion, please contact John White (01344 774349) or Jan King (01344 
750285). 

Food Bank 

Thank you for the food donations so far. Please keep them coming. Collection 
boxes are located in the church and in the Pastoral Centre. 

100 Club Draw 

September 

1st Prize: Mrs George Castle No 9 £20 
2nd Prize: Mrs Joy Alexander No 101 £10 
3rd Prize: Mr Ken Wilkins No 56 £5 
£34 has been passed to church funds. 

October 

1st Prize: Mrs George Castle No 17 £20 
2nd Prize: Mrs Joy Alexander No 101 £10 
3rd Prize: Mrs Rebecca Brown No 57 £5 
£34 has been passed to church funds. 

November 

1st Prize: Mrs Rosella Mills No 106 £20 
2nd Prize: Mrs Jenny Thorn No 31 £10 
3rd Prize: Mrs Ann Harris No 109 £5 
£34 has been passed to church funds. 

Rosemary Dobson 

Finance 

For the year to November our average monthly giving was £7,615, 
compared to our budget of £8,106 – so behind budget. At end October we 
had £20,058 in the general fund bank account, which represents 1.4 months 
of our budgeted annual expenses. This is better than the previous month, 
when we had 1.1 months and were behind our target of three months. 

http://www.cms-uk.org/Give/Givenow/tabid/202/language/en-US/Default.aspx
http://www.thetriangle.org.uk
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Pastoral Centre 
The Pastoral Centre facilities are available to hire at reasonable cost, special 
rates available for church members. Please ring the office on 01252 873030. 

Week of prayer for Christian Unity 

Service at St Michael’s Friday 18th January 

This year, St Michael’s is hosting the annual ecumenical service. Over the past 
eight years very close friendships and understanding have been developed 
with our sister churches in Sandhurst, as this photo of our Churches Together 
stall at the RMA Freedom Day in June shows. As Christians we cannot afford 
to ignore our fellow-believers: together we can make a much bigger impact 
on our town and our society, and can share gifts and resources. It would be 
lovely to have a good level of support for this service, which we are hosting 
this year. It’s at 7.30 pm. 

Newsletter 

Please email William Lee at stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk or leave 
written requests with the Pastoral Centre office. Deadline for February’s 
edition: 21st January 2013. 

To help the environment and save paper, you can now receive future 
editions of this newsletter by email? These are in colour and are normally 
sent out a few days before the paper copy is available. To opt into this 
scheme please contact PCC member David Hunt, david.hunt@bcs.org.uk 
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Church Calendar 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Tue 15 Jan 

8.00 pm 
Church 

3rd Winter Talk, 

by Bishop Andrew 
Church Office 

Sat 26 Jan 

9.30am 

Easthampsted 

Baptist Church, 

Bracknell 

Unlocking the 

Growth (see p4) 
Church Office 

Sat 26 Jan 

7.30 pm 
Pastoral Centre 

American-themed  

evening 

The counselling 
team  

Fri 1 Feb 

8.00 pm 

Upper Room 

Pastoral Centre 

Churchyard workers 

thank-you party 
Church Office 

Tue 19 Feb 

8.00 pm 
Church 

4th Winter Talk,  

by Keith Lowder 
Church Office 

Sat 2 March Pastoral Centre The Quiz Evening John & Jill White 

Regular Activities at the Pastoral Centre 

Little Sandhurst Nursery. Daily! Phone Marian for details 07732 409095. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5 includes 
raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or bring your 
own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Sandhurst Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

4th Sandhurst Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays 7.00–9.00 pm. 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room, most days and evenings. For 
more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

Zumbatomic after-school classes, 4.00 pm on Thursdays – the crazy–cool 

dance fitness workout for kids aged 4–12 yrs. Packed with choreographed 

routines to music like hip–hip, reggaeton and cumbia. Zumbatomic classes 

increase focus and self-confidence, boost metabolism and improve 

coordination. For more information contact Beth on 07976 231896 or go to 

www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk. 

Karate Club for Children, Fridays 5.45–6.45 pm. Phone Neil on  
07816 163845. 

http://www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk
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Sunday 6th January – Topic: The Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1–6 (p746); Ephesians 3:1–12 (p1174); Matthew 2:1–12 (p966) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service & Baptism of Danny Tweed and Marcus Massiah 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 13th January – 1st after Epiphany – Topic: The Baptism  

of Christ 

Isaiah 43:1–7 (p728); Acts 8:14–17 (p1101); Luke 3:15–17 (p1029), 21–22 (p1030) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

  2.00 pm Baptism of Megan Coleman 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service 

Friday 18th January – Christian Unity Prayer Week 

  7.30pm Ecumenical Service 

Sunday 20th January – 2nd after Epiphany – Topic: Water into Wine 

Isaiah 62:1–5 (p748); 1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (p1153); John 2:1–11 (p1064) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm No service 

Leo Birch’s Christening, 

which took place on the 9th 

September. 

Used by permission of 

Dale Birch 
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

Sunday 27th January – 3rd after Epiphany – Topic: Manifesto of  

the kingdom 

Nehemiah 8:1–3,5–6,8–10 (p492); 1 Corinthians 12:12–31a (p1153);  

Luke 4:14–30 (p1031) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong  – Topic: The Conversion of Saul.  

Readings: Jeremiah 1:4–10 (p755); Acts 9:1–22 (p1102) 

Sandhurst Day Centre 

Communion 11.30 am on the 1st Wednesday, and Songs of Praise 11.30 am on 

the 3rd Wednesday each month. 

Early morning services. You may find it useful to come to the 8.00 am 

service if you are going out for the rest of the day. 

Carol singing on Monday 17th December in aid of The Children’s Society. 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst

