
  

St Michael’s News  November 2012 
St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open 9.30 am – 12.15 pm weekdays 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those married here 

recently: Caroline White and Simon Farrell, Donna Wiggett and Kristian 

Covill. Pray also for those who died in October: Geraldine Coult, Victor 

Hammerton and Hugh Davies. 

Ordinary Heroes? 

It's the month of remembering, when we think of heroes of the faith (All Saints), 
those we have loved and lost (All Souls) and those who have given their lives in 
war (Remembrance Sunday). 

This November we will also be thinking in our sermons about Ruth, an ordinary 
woman from a foreign country whose loyalty to her husband's family was 
rewarded by her becoming the great-grandmother of King David and having her 
own book in the Bible! 

As we ponder the contributions that others have made to our lives, our church 
and our country, we may like to consider what our own legacy will be. In his 
book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, Stephen Covey invites us to imagine a 
funeral service – ours with different speakers who have known us in the different 
areas of our lives paying tribute to who we were and what we achieved. What 
would we like them to say ? 

Ruth's story illustrates how God can work in ordinary lives when we simply 
follow his promptings and take the next step in faith. What's that for you? 

John Castle 
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Church Activities 

November Coffee Rota Reminder 

 4th November Chris Pocock Ruth Eve 

11th November Val Brown Ann Francose 

18th November Dorothy Hill Alan Bunton 

25th November Di Pullar John Albinson 

Prayer Meetings are on the 3rd Saturday of the month (17th November) at 
9.30–10.15 am in the church and the 4th Wednesday (28th November) at 8.00–
8.45 pm. 

House Groups meet each week at these homes: 

 
If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to John White (01344 
774349) for more details. 

Kidz Church is part of the 9.30 am Parish Communion Service every Sunday 
for children aged 3–10. Please register your children at 9.20 am in the Pastoral 
Centre. The children join the adults towards the end of the church service. 
Parents interested in their children receiving Holy Communion are asked to 
speak to Rev. John Castle. Between now and Christmas we will be rehearsing 
for the Nativity Service on Christmas Eve.  

Crèche. 

A Crèche facility is now available for under threes in the Pastoral Centre 
lounge area. Please arrive prior to the 9.30  am service to settle your children, 
signing them in on arrival. Earlier collection can be arranged if you wish to be 
together to share Holy Communion as a family. Otherwise, collect your 
children after the service at coffee time. If you could help out on the rota 
please contact Angela on 07932 333619 for further details. (CRB checks will be 
required.) 

During school holidays please check with Lesley in the Pastoral Centre that 
the Crèche is running. 

Monday  8.00 pm 11 Sylvan Ridge (Rupert & Sheridan) 

Tuesday 10.15 am 6 Crowthorne Road (Doris Saunders) 

Tuesday  8.00pm 28 Wiltshire Avenue, Crowthorne (Elizabeth Ritchie) 

Tuesday  8.00 pm 2 School Hill (John & Sue Campbell) 

Tuesday  8.00 pm 34 Albion Road (Linda Lemmon) 

Tuesday  8.00 pm 25 Templar Close (John & Stephanie Martin) 
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Charity Review – your views are sought 

As a church we are committed to financially supporting various charities. 
Some years ago the PCC made the decision to review the list of charities 
every two years. We also made a decision to support no more than ten 
charities. This approach enables us to build a relationship with them and 
also to provide some stability. All charities we support have a Christian 
ethos. Last time we agreed to split the monies 50 per cent to charities that 
have a local or national focus and 50 per cent to charities that have an 
international focus. 

We are looking to review the list of charities we support. As you can 
imagine, selecting which charities to support and which not to support is 
not an easy task, with several of the charities we have an established 
relationship, others have a personal connection to St Michael’s. 

We need your help… 

Please take a look at the charities we currently support and then answer 
the three questions underneath. Please bear in mind, that we can’t support 
every charity and that several of the charities that we do support have 
personal links to members of the congregation and we have supported 
some charities for several years. 

Charity Name Per cent Area which the charity 

supports 

Sandhurst Counselling  
Service 

20.0 
Local people in need of 
counselling 

Sandhurst Day Centre 6.0 Local elderly people 

Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice 6.0 
Local people at the end of 
their lives 

Youth for Christ 6.0 
Youth work on a national 
and local level 

St. Michael’s Hardship Fund 6.0 Local people in poverty 

Royal County of Berkshire 
Churches Trust 

6.0 
Historic church buildings in 
Berkshire 

Barnabas Fund 12.5 Persecuted Christians 

Retrak 12.5 Street Children 

Tearfund 12.5 International Development 

Church Mission Society (CMS) 12.5 Evangelism 

Total 100.0 (Continued on page 4) 
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REACH runs parallel to the Parish Communion Service, at 9:30–10:45 am. 

Toddler Time is on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 9.30–11 am, 
except during school holidays. 

Blue envelopes 

If you are a taxpayer, please use the gift-aid envelopes for all donations, even 
for small amounts of cash. The church receives any tax paid. It is free money 
from the government and worth doing. It all adds up! 

Church groups 

Please book all planned events through the office (01252 873030) to ensure 
there are no double bookings.  

Volunteers for churchyard maintenance 

We need to the tackle the hedges, surroundings and any other wilderness 
areas needing attention. If you can help, please contact Peter Hulbert on 01344 
775881 or leave a message in the Church Office. All necessary equipment will 
be provided. 

Family Service 

Help is always required for the Family Service with regards to refreshments, 
sides persons and technicians. If you would like to volunteer please email me 
at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk. Thank you, Kirsty Dunlop 

Questions 

 Which of the charities that we supported in 2011 and 2012 should 
remain? Why? 

 Would you like to see another charity supported? If so, what charity 
should it replace? Why should we support it? Please also provide as 
much detail as possible about the charity. 

 Should we adjust the percentages allocated to the various charities? 

 Any other comments about our charitable giving? 

Please respond to Emma Hodge via pigeon hole in Pastoral Centre, black 
box at the back of church, or emma_l_hodge@yahoo.co.uk by 11th 
November. This will allow time for the comments to be collated prior to 
the PCC meeting. 

Finally, please pray for the PCC as this is discussed on 14th November. 

(Charity Review – continued from page 3) 

mailto:kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk


5 

Retrak ZERO Appeal 

Retrak is working towards a 
world where no children live 
on the streets, forced to sleep 
rough.  It is dangerous, cold 
and scary. Many choose to 
sleep in the relative safety of 
the drains and sewers under 
the slums of Africa’s major 
cities. In Ethiopia alone there 
are estimated to be around 
150,000 street children. 

Since 1994 Retrak has been changing the lives of children on Africa's 
streets, one child at a time. These are the lucky ones who get love, 
support, schooling and medical care, and are able to be children again. 

Maggie Crewes, director of Retrak in Ethiopia of late, is in Manchester at 
the moment. On the 26th October she will sleep rough to highlight the 
peril that these children face. In Manchester it rains 23 days a month and 
so she is likely to get wet! 

Please help by donating to the Retrak ZERO Appeal (http://

www.retrak.org/Zero/). You will help transform children’s lives. If you 

donate between 6th September and 5th December 2012 your gift will be 

matched pound for pound by the UK Government, at no extra cost to you. 

You will help cover the cost of a street child receiving all the support they 

need to find a place they can call home. 

 £15 will become £30 and can help two street children start their 
journey home. 

 £20 will become £40 and could provide counselling for two abused 
street children. 

 £50 will become £100 and is enough to provide a vulnerable child 
with food, shelter and care for two months. 

To donate or for more information on the Retrak ZERO Appeal and UK 
Aid Match Funding please visit www.retrak.org/zero, or call 0161 485 
6685 or email zero@retrak.org  
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Used Postage Stamps  

What do the following have in common: a hairband, whole envelopes, cereal 
packet tokens, fun-sized chocolate bars, till receipts, elastic bands, Green 
Shield stamps and ballpoint pens? Answer: they have all been found in the 
used stamp jar! Whilst we are very grateful for your contributions, please 
restrict them to trimmed postage stamps (large, small or foreign). The gold 
labels from the post office are not suitable. If possible, please trim the stamps, 
leaving a small margin round each (see the stamp jar label for examples). That 
way we cut down on unnecessary weight which means we can transport or 
post them more easily (and cheaply). We do appreciate that many of you do 
cut round your stamps most carefully and we're really grateful. 

Sonning Deanery Prayer Cycle 

Our Area Dean, David Hodgson, has asked me in my role of Deanery 
Project Co-ordinator to re-establish the Prayer Cycle, which was in 
operation within the deanery some years ago. It is hoped that in praying 
regularly for the special needs of our parishes we shall be drawn into 
closer fellowship across the deanery. 

The Prayer Cycle will have two sections: firstly, we shall pray each month 
for our deanery synod or for the clergy and people in a particular parish, 
or sometimes parishes. In November we shall be praying particularly for 
our deanery synod, in December for Arborfield with Barkham and the 
White House School, and so on month by month for the different parishes 
in the deanery. Secondly, we shall include particular prayer requests from 
any parish in the deanery; these requests could be for new initiatives of 
mission or evangelism, courses taking place, particular groups etc. 

I shall be in regular contact with clergy and licensed local ministers, 
church wardens, parish administrators and any person in each parish 
identified as having a particular prayer ministry within the parish. I 
should be pleased to hear of anyone in your parish that I might include on 
this list? 

I shall circulate the Prayer Cycle out to parishes on the first day of each 
month. The Prayer Cycle will also be displayed on the Sonning Deanery 
website. 

Hazel Berry – Deanery Project Co-ordinator 

(sonningdeaneryprojects@googlemail.com) 

http://www.retrak.org/zero
http://www.retrak.org/zero
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Please keep collecting used stamps as this is a way we can easily help several 
charities. We currently support the British Kidney Patients' Association, the 
Star and Garter Homes, Research into Cot Death and The Leprosy Mission. 

 Many thanks,  Doris Saunders and Jenny Thorn 

Children receiving Communion 

Parents who would like their children to be prepared to receive Holy 
Communion are asked to contact the Rector (rector@stmichaels-
sandhurst.org.uk). We are planning to start preparation after half-term.  

The Vicar of Baghdad 

October’s highlight was Canon Andrew White’s 

talk about his work with St George’s, Baghdad 

and the Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation 

in the Middle East.  I came with pen and paper 

with the intention of producing a concise 

account of Canon Andrew’s talk – I failed. 

However, Andrew’s talk can be listened to by 

clicking on this link: http://www.stmichaels-

sandhurst.org.uk/calendar.html. 

To get more, type ‘Vicar of Baghdad YouTube’ in Google and select from 
what comes up. My favourite is Canon Andrew preaching at Holy Trinity 
Clapham in 2010. There are actually two videos, parts one and two. Also, 
‘Inside St George’s’, a Vimeo video, is fascinating. You will find more 
pictures at http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst. 

Some of Andrew’s statements live with me. 

 The Mother’s Union is the Anglican Church’s largest missionary 
agency. St George’s MU has 2,700 members.  

 Andrew’s team is guarded by 32 security men armed with 
submachine guns. 

 In the Bible, Iraq (Assyria) is mentioned more often than any other 
country. 

 Jonah arrived in Assyria via submarine. I only twigged this later 
when I realised that Jonah’s submarine had a tail (Jonah 1:17)! 

 Isaiah chapter 19 is for today. 

Jim Somerville 
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Finance 
For the year to August our monthly giving was £7,755 compared to our 
budget of £8,106 – so behind budget. At end July we had £16,866 in the 
general fund bank account, which represents 1.2 months of our budgeted 
annual expenses. This is worse than the previous month, when we had 1.8 
months and behind our target of three months. 

Harvest Follow-up 

Many thanks to everyone who donated 
food for the Bracknell Foodbank. At our 
Harvest services we also saw a short film 
about the visit of a Tearfund worker to 
Uganda with his 8-year-old son, which 
many people found quite moving. You can 
see this at http://www.tearfund.org/en/get_involved/give/give_main/
born_hungry/. You can also read more at http://www.tearfund.org/news/
blogs/2012/who_would_jesus_feed. 

 

St Michael’s is planning another Messy Church  event on Sunday 11th 
November, 2.30–4.30 pm, in the Pastoral Centre. Activities will include 
footprints in paint, sand pictures, decorate a prayer bookmark and rocky-
road biscuit making. There will be tea and coffee for parents  A donation of £2 
per child is suggested. Please buy your tickets in advance.  For further details 
contact Kirstein McNamara (07930 365551). 

Verger needed 

We urgently need a new verger one weekend per month for any weddings on 

the Saturday (paid) and for Sundays 8.00 and 9.30 services (unpaid). 

Please speak to Jenny Thorn on 01344 775805 if you would like to discuss 
what is involved. Thank you 

Church flowers. Please ring Jennie (01344 775881) for information if you 
wish to help arrange the church flowers. Thank you. 

The Social Committee 

The social committee consists of John Martin, David Hunt, Jan King and Jill 
and John White. We attend either the 8.00 am or the 9.30 am service and 
because of that the main social events tend to be organised around them. We 

mailto:rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
mailto:rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk
http://frrme.org/what-we-do/canon-andrew-white/
http://frrme.org/what-we-do/canon-andrew-white/
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/calendar.html
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/calendar.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8hukixJ6SY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UTF-PlJRUg&feature=relmfu
http://vimeo.com/16497229
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
http://www.tearfund.org/en/get_involved/give/give_main/born_hungry/
http://www.tearfund.org/en/get_involved/give/give_main/born_hungry/
http://www.tearfund.org/news/blogs/2012/who_would_jesus_feed
http://www.tearfund.org/news/blogs/2012/who_would_jesus_feed
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Newsletter 

Deadline. Please email any notices or requests to William Lee at 

stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk or leave them with the Pastoral Centre 

office. Deadline for December’s edition: 19th November 2012. 

By email. To help the environment and save paper, you can now receive 

future editions of this newsletter by email? These are in colour and are 

normally sent out a few days before the paper copy is available. To opt 

into this scheme please contact PCC member David Hunt 

(david.hunt@bcs.org.uk). 

desperately need to cater for the younger age group – those who attend the 
family service, for example. . If you would like to join us please make yourself 
known to one of the committee. 

Quiz of Quizzes. The Autumn quiz, which was launched on 14th October, 
should be returned by 11th November. The results will be announced on 18th 
November. Please encourage friends and relatives to have a go too. The more 
we sell, the more funds we raise for the church. Thanks. Jan King 

Church fundraising. If you would like to organise a fundraising event for 
the church or make a suggestion, please contact John White (01344 774349) or 
Jan King (01344 750285). 

100 Club Draw  

Here is the report of the August 2012 100 Club Draw. 

1st Prize: Mr Brandon Ashton No 34 £20 
2nd Prize: Mr Richard Dobson  No 15 £10 
3rd Prize: Mr Graham Steele No 71 £5 

£32 has been passed to church funds.  

Rosemary Dobson 

Host Families 

London 2012 brought talented people to Britain. But did you know this 

happens every year? Thousands of bright young men and women come to 

study at our universities. Sadly, most have no contact with British people 

outside the campus. Some miss their families; many are curious about the real 

life of Britain. That’s why HOST arranges for them to spend a day, weekend 

or three days at Christmas as guests in hospitable homes. This is a great 

opportunity to get to know someone from another country, and help them to 
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Church Calendar 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sun 11 Nov 

2.30–4.30 pm 
Pastoral Centre Messy Church 

Kirstein McNamara 
(07930 365551). 

Tue 20 Nov 

8.00 pm 
Church 

2nd Winter Talk, by 

Canon David Holt 
Church Office 

Tue 15 Jan 

8.00 pm 
Church 

3rd Winter Talk, 

by Bishop Andrew 
Church Office 

feel welcome. As a volunteer host, you could enjoy introducing a student of 

your choice to your way of life and perhaps to their very first Christmas. 

Please call Regional Organiser Paul Ryall on 01692 630710 or see 

www.hostuk.org.uk. 

Pastoral Centre 

The Pastoral Centre facilities are available to hire at reasonable cost, special 
rates available for church members. Please ring the office on 01252 873030. 

Food Bank 

Thank you for the food donations so far. Please keep them coming. Collection 
boxes are located in the church and in the Pastoral Centre. 

Regular Activities at the Pastoral Centre 

Little Sandhurst Nursery. Daily! Phone Marian for details 07732 409095. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5 includes 

raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or bring your 

own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for information.  

Karate Club for Children. Fridays 5.45–6.45 pm. Phone Neil on  
07816 163845 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Sandhurst Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

4th Sandhurst Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays: 7.00–9.00 pm. 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 
more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

mailto:stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
http://www.hostuk.org.uk/
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Thursday 1st November  – Wedding 

1.30pm Kerry Graham and John Gale 

Sunday 4th November – All Saints Sunday – Topic: Ruth and Naomi 

Ruth 1 (p267); John 11:32–44 (p1078) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 11th November – 3rd before Advent – Topic: Ruth meets Boaz 

Ruth 2 (p268); Mark 1:14–20 (p1002) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

10.55 am Remembrance parade at war memorial 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at Baptist Church 

Sunday 18th November – 2nd before Advent – Topic: Encounter at the 

threshing floor 

Ruth 3 (p269); Mark 13:1–8 (p1019) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service and Baptism of Emilia Parker 

  6.30 pm No service 

Sunday 25th November – Christ the King – Topic: Happy ever after 

Ruth 4 (p269); John 18:33–37 (p1087) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism of Maisie & Annabelle Baker and Amy Reid 

  6.30 pm Sung Evensong 

Zumbatomic after-school classes, 4.00 pm on Thursdays – the crazy-cool 
dance fitness workout for kids aged 4–12 yrs. Packed with choreographed 
routines to music like hip-hip, reggaeton and cumbia, Zumbatomic classes 
increase focus and self-confidence, boost metabolism and improve 
coordination. For more information contact Beth on 07976 231896 or go to 
www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk. 
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

The Harvest Supper was quite a party.  

When’s the next one? 

Pictures: Mike Arthy 

http://www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst

