
  

St Michael’s News  November 2013 
St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open 9.30 am – 12.15 pm weekdays 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

 

Too much communication? 

We've all been frustrated when we've missed an event we'd have liked to attend 
because we simply didn't know about it in time. Or when changes have been made 
(at work, home or church) and no one consulted us first. Perhaps you've also 
despaired of people not paying attention when you've tried to get a message across.  

Meanwhile, we are all bombarded with junk (e-)mail, unsolicited phone calls, 
advertising and a million-and-one people trying to grab our attention. As a church 

we've joined the communication age with our website, e-mail lists, Facebook and 
Twitter accounts. Do you sometimes think of the church newsletter as just more 
spam? What about God's attempts to communicate with us – do we screen them  
out too? 

Our problem is to listen to what we really need to hear and block out what is 
extraneous, time-wasting or even harmful. Why not take this opportunity (before the 
Christmas rush) to set yourself some communication priorities and decide which 
kinds of communication will help you to keep your life in balance? As a Christian, I'm 

sure that paying attention to God (in prayer, bible study and worship) needs to come 
at the top of my list. 

John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board, for those being baptised 
here this month – Oliver Homewood, William Durrant and Sophie  
La Frenais – and for those who died recently. 
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Church Activities 

November Coffee Rota Reminder 
  3rd November Chris Pocock Rosemary Dobson 

10th November Stephanie Martin Gillian Davies 

17th November Di Pullar Sheila Rees 

24th November Dorothy Hill Alan Bunton 

Please note coffee will be served from the hatch in the Lounge on 24th 
November as we have a Baptism function in the hall. 

Prayer Meetings. Prayers for pastoral care are on the 4th Wednesday each 
month (27th November), 7.30–8.15pm in the Pastoral Counselling Room 1 
(behind the office) 

House Groups meet each week at these homes: 

If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to John White (01344 
774349) for more details. 

Crèche 
A Crèche facility is available for under threes in the Pastoral Centre. Please 
arrive prior to the 9.30 am service to settle your children, signing them in on 
arrival. Please collect your children after the service, at coffee time. Earlier 
collection can be arranged if you wish to share Holy Communion as a family. 
The crèche will not be available during school holidays. 

Kidz Church is part of the 9.30 Parish Communion Service every Sunday for 
children aged 3–10. Please register your children at 9.20 in the Pastoral 
Centre. The children join the adults towards the end of the church service. 
Parents interested in their children receiving Holy Communion are asked to 
speak to Rev. John Castle. 

REACH, for children in Year 6 and above, runs parallel to the Parish 
Communion service, at 9:30–10:45 am, and starts in the Upper Room of the 
Pastoral Centre. 

Monday   8.00 pm 11 Sylvan Ridge (Rupert & Sheridan) 

Tuesday 10.15 am 6 Crowthorne Rd (Doris Saunders) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 28 Wiltshire Avenue, Crowthorne (Elizabeth Ritchie) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 2 School Hill (John & Sue Campbell) 

Tuesday   7.45 pm 34 Albion Road (Linda Lemmon) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 25 Templar Close (John & Stephanie Martin) 



3 

 
 

Toddler Time is for everyone under school age and their carers. It's on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays of the month, from 9.30 to 11.00 am in the Pastoral Centre 
(not school holidays).  

Audio Visual (AV) 

At the September PCC meeting a group was formed to investigate the 
audio-visual needs of our church, both now and in the future. It was 
acknowledged that additional funds would be required for this and that 
fundraising should start as soon as possible. We would like to know your 
views, both the good and the bad. Please send your comments to Emma 
Hodge (emma_L_Hodge@yahoo.co.uk) or put them in the box in the 
Pastoral Centre. Thanks, Emma Hodge. 

St Michael's finances  

The actual results for the first nine months, as compared to our budget, 
show that we are well behind our budget (which is to be able to balance 
the books, including allowing for the commitment to donate 
approximately £11,000 to our charities, at the end of the year). As 
reported in July, the PCC has had to make the very hard decision to give 
notice to the deanery that we will not be able to pay our full portion of the 
2013 parish share from the general fund (given the last four years of 
losses, depleting our general reserves). However, the PCC is committed to 
paying, as a minimum, the parish share based on the new allocation 
formula. This was a difficult decision for the PCC and will have 
unfortunate consequences somewhere in the wider Church to which we 
belong. As reported at the APCM, in March, our giving levels are just too 
low – if everyone could give £10 a month more we would not be in this 
position. Compared to last year, for the first nine months our income was 
£119,903, this year it is £113,360 – this is mainly due to less income from 
the Pastoral Centre, but also less giving. 

Year-to-date figures at September 2013 

 Actual (£) Budget (£)     

Income 113,360 134,403 -21,043 

Expenses -125,845 -126,153 308 

Result before charitable giving -12,485 8,250 -20,735 
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Social Committee 
After many years as chairman of the Social Committee John White has 
handed over the role, but will continue as a valuable member of the team. I 
would like to thank him for all his inspirational leadership and organisational 
skills. The social committee remains a small group of people who plan events, 
but we ask that you, as a congregation, to offer your support to help at social 
events and come up with new ideas for activities. Our next meeting is 
planned for 9th December. So, if you have any ideas or would like to join the 
committee, please get in touch with me. 

Jan King (new chairperson) 01344 750285 or king4kings@aol.com. 

Family Service 
The Family Service is held on the first and third Sundays of the month, 
including school holidays. It caters for families with primary school and pre-
school-age children. It is informal and child-friendly and includes action 
songs and an interactive talk. Refreshments (real coffee and pastries or cakes) 
are served before the service in the church, from 11.00  am. The service starts 
at 11.15 am and lasts about 40 minutes. The Family Service is designed to be 
the place you really can come with your small kids and not worry how they 
will behave! Come and meet other families and make friends. 

Help is always required for the family service with regards refreshments, 
sides persons and technicians. If you would like to volunteer, please email me 
at kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk. Thank you, Kirsty Dunlop 

Advent Fair, Sunday 1st December, 8.30 am–12.30 pm 
We are having an Advent Fair on Sunday 1st of December. Jenny 
will be there with her excellent Christmas craft stall. There will also 
be a cake stall and stalls with tombola, Traidcraft and a children’s 
lucky dip. We can then refresh you with mulled wine and mince 
pies. Money raised will go towards urgently needed church funds.  

Over 18 and looking for some fellowship? 
Funky is a social group for 20–30s and stands for ‘Finished University No 
Kids Yet’, although you need not meet any of these categories – it’s just a 
name. University students are welcome. Our core activity is a Wednesday 
evening Bible-based study which focuses on bringing your ideas and 
exploring them. The group is really aimed at investigating ideas and therefore 
we welcome all viewpoints, as that’s what makes it interesting. Alongside 
this, we also meet every Sunday for a pub lunch and do a pub quiz on 
Monday evenings. Generally, it’s just a place to make some new friends and 
get to know people. So, if you are aged 18–30 (and over, if you’re really keen) 
give me a call and get involved. Frank, 07540 933852. 

mailto:emma_L_Hodge@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:king4kings@aol.com
mailto:kirsty@tcb-arrow.co.uk
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‘Sounds of Faith’, Wednesday 27th November at 7.30 pm in church 
Ever wondered what makes people of another faith tick? We have been asked 
by Bracknell Forest Faith and Belief Forum to host a concert-type event in 
which members of different faiths will present music or a reading that they 
use to express their faith. Members of our church will be taking part by 
presenting choral music that we use in worship. This is NOT a service or act 
of worship, simply a sharing with each other in order to promote greater 
understanding of different faiths. It will include refreshments. For more 
information contact Rev. John Castle. 

Are you in your 30s or 40s? 
If so we would like your views … A group of us are looking at how we can 
meet the spiritual needs of people in their 30s and 40s. If you are in this age 
group then we would like to know your thoughts (however vague or 
specific). If you would like to join this group please let us know.  Please do 
keep an eye out for more information. Emma Hodge, Churchwarden 
(emma_L_Hodge@yahoo.co.uk / 07505 622142). 

St Michael’s has a new organist 

St Michael’s is delighted to appoint Marija 
Skobe-Pilley, a talented young musician, as 
church organist. Originally from Croatia, 
Marija is currently living in Binfield, where 
she works as a music teacher. She is very well 
qualified, with a BA, master’s degrees in 
music and philosophy, and is currently 
studying for a PhD from Cambridge. Marija 
says: ‘Music has always been a part of my life; 
from an early age I was singing in church 
choirs with my sisters … thinking of life 
without music is impossible.’ 

Marija is a committed Christian and a firm believer in the importance of 
music in church, both modern and traditional. ‘The organ is the queen of 
instruments … when it accompanies singing in church, it gives a feeling 
of fullness. God is the ultimate Creator and He is the ultimate artist and 
He created music.’ 

Marija started with us on the 17th October, accompanying the choir at its 
weekly rehearsal. We are very pleased to welcome her among us and look 
forward to a long and stimulating association. 
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The Link Scheme 
The Link Scheme is putting together a list of congregation members who 
would be willing occasionally to offer a lift to one of our church members. If 
you would be willing to be called on for this, please contact a member of the 
Link committee: Hilary Smith (01252 872683), Stephanie Martin (01252 
873316), Janet Pilbeam (01252 871386), Linda Lemon (01252 874524). 

Mince Pies 
Could you buy or make some Mince Pies for the Advent Fair on 1st 
December. We would be very grateful for any contributions. 

Concert at St John's Crowthorne  
On Saturday 16th November, at 7.30 pm, Thames Voyces will be performing 
the four Coronation Anthems by Handel, Jesu meine freude by JS Bach, and will 
be giving the first performance of Immortality by Alun Grafton. Alun is a 
member of our congregation and sings in the choir when help is needed. 
Immortality is a cantata for organ, soloists and full choir on a variety of texts 
from the Bible, Roman poets Vergil and Horace, and the Requiem service. 
Tickets are available on the door. It promises to be a very enjoyable evening. 

Traidcraft. We have plenty of Christmas presents and Christmas 
cards and you can order from the catalogue if there is something else 
you want. We also have Advent calendars and stocking fillers. 

Church groups 
Please book all planned events through the office (01252 873030) to ensure 
there are no double bookings. The office takes private bookings most 
weekends, so it is essential that dates are checked and then entered into the 
office diary. A booking form should also be completed giving times required. 
Please do not ask clergy to take on this responsibility. 

Christmas Shopping Indulgence Evening 
Come along on Friday 6th December from 7.00 pm 
onwards and start your Christmas shopping. There 
will be stalls selling wares from jewellery to 
gingerbread houses. You could enjoy a mini beauty 
experience and a free glass of fizz. 

Tickets, £3 in advance, will be available from the 
church office. Tickets at the door will be £4. Call 
Angela Harper for further details (07932 333619). 

This event is in aid of the AV fund (see p3). 

Pastoral Centre 
The Pastoral Centre facilities are available to hire at reasonable cost, special 
rates available for church members. Please ring the office on 01252 873030. 
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You win one – You lose one! 
In the October newsletter I wrote a short piece asking for Foundation 
Governors for St Michael`s School. I am pleased to say that Sue Campbell has 
offered to join our team, and our thanks go to her. 

Sadly, Karen Allen has decided to stand down from the Governing Body 
because of other commitments, which means that she cannot devote the time 
to the role of Governor that she feels it requires. We are very sorry to be 
losing her. On behalf of the school, I would like to thank her for her support. 
This means, of course, that we still have a vacancy for a Foundation 
Governor. If you are interested, you will find more information in the last 
newsletter, or you can have a chat with Rev. Castle or with me. 

Chris Harris, Chair of Governors 

Crowthorne Foodbank 
We are a Christian organisation motivated by Jesus’ teaching on poverty 
and injustice. We operate according to Christian principles of compassion, 
honesty, integrity, openness, kindness and care of all people, regardless of 
backgrounds or beliefs. We believe in turning faith into practical action, 
living out God’s love for the poor... 

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ Matthew 25:35-36 

Whilst we are a Christian organisation, we serve people of all faith groups 
and beliefs or none. We are passionate about inclusion and being non-
judgemental is central to what we do. We believe that everyone has the 
right to have food on their plate, dignity, skills, a chance to work and 
hope for the future. 

How the foodbank works  

The Foodbank gives out nutritionally balanced emergency food to people 
in crisis who have nowhere else to turn. It also offers additional support 
to help break the cycle of poverty, putting people in touch with relevant 
agencies who can offer further support. 

Food is donated by the local people. Volunteers sort and pack the food 
into food packs. Each pack contains enough food for three days. We 
partner with front-line care professionals, who identify people in crisis 
and give them a voucher which they can take to the foodbank and receive 
a hot drink and a food pack. They also put people in touch with agencies 
who can help resolve the underlying causes of the crisis. 

8  

Christingle making will take place in the Pastoral Centre lounge on 
Saturday 14th December from 10.00 am. All items to make the Christingles 
will be ready, but we need lots of volunteers! Can someone co-ordinate this 
please?  If you can help, please ring the office on 01252 873030. Thank you. 

HOST 
Could you offer someone far from home a home for just a day or two? HOST,  
is hoping to hear from people who enjoy making others feel at home, and 
who would love to meet interesting young adults from other parts of the 
world who are currently studying at universities in the UK, and who want to 
understand this country better. 

Invitations can be for a day, a weekend, or three days at Christmas. Sharing 

Christmas with someone who has little idea about Christmas can be really 

special – and for the guest much better than being on a deserted university 

campus. Invitations are urgently needed from volunteer hosts, no matter how 

far they live from a university. To find out more, please see www.hostuk.org 

or contact local organiser Paul Ryall, 01692 630710. Thank you. 

LinkUp 
What is Pastoral Care? 

What does it mean to you? 

Is it going to church each week, 

Sitting in your usual pew? 

Do you know the names of those whom 

you sit beside? 

Do we share their sorrows and joys? 

Can they, in you, confide? 

When we share the peace together and 

you shake a hand 

Do you look into their eyes to say you 

understand? 

Do we do as Jesus did, listen, love  

and pray 

Or do we put it all on hold 

For another day? 

 

Pastoral Care means lots of things, 

Different for everyone  – 

Visit someone who is sick to cheer them 

while they heal, 

Visit someone who is bereaved, 

Cook someone a meal. 

Let’s look around and listen. 

There is so much to do 

To share another’s burden. 

Sometime it could be you. 

Jesus said, ‘Care and love one another 

Just as I have loved you.’ 

St Michael’s Pastoral Care is now 
LinkUp. Why not make the link 
longer and stronger and add your 
link to the chain. 

With my own hand I write this: Greetings from Paul. Do not forget my 
chains. May God’s grace be with you. Colossians 4:18 

Hilary Smith 

http://www.hostuk.org
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TWAM – Tools with a mission. Revive and thrive. 
We require any unwanted item for education in remote places, 
such as Africa, Kosovo and other parts of the world where we can 
help. We need tools for motor vehicles, wooden tools, sewing 
machines, knitting machines, wool and sewing items. Please see 
leaflets and posters at the back of church. Please contact David 
Ragan 01344 779176 or 07831 515783. 

Nifty Needles 
Do you like knitting, crocheting, sewing and making new friends? Please do 
come along on the first Monday afternoon of the month, 1.00–3.00  pm in the 
Pastoral Centre lounge, and get creative! Please bring your own knitting, 
crotchet, sewing or project to enjoy creating in the afternoon, or have a go at a 
knit for one of the charities we are supporting. There are lots of experienced 
knitters to help beginners so just come along. Please contact Rebecca Brown 
(01344 775185) or Rosaria Toohey (01344 773617) for more details. 

Midnight crisis! 
Vergers are in short supply this Christmas, so in order for Midnight Mass to 
run smoothly, we would like someone who normally comes to this service to 
assist. If you think you could help, please contact a verger, churchwarden or 
the clergy. Thanking you in anticipation, Jenny Thorn, Head Verger 

Food Bank 
Thank you for the food donations so far. Please keep them coming. Collection 
boxes are located in the church and in the Pastoral Centre. 

Church Fundraising 
If you would like to organise a fundraising event for the church or make a 
suggestion, please contact Jan King (01344 750285). 

Baptism of Abigail Franklin on 

Sunday 20th October.  

Photo, Sandy Pullar 
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Pause for Breath. Come and join us in the Pastoral Centre at 8.00  pm on 

Wednesday 11th December for a celebration of our journey with the Lord. 

Blue Envelopes 

Please use the gift aid envelopes for even small amounts of cash if you are a 
taxpayer and have paid enough tax to do so. This is free money from the 
government and worth doing, because it all adds up! 

But please check that the following statement applies to your donations 
before using the envelopes:. 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the 
amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
(CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I 
understand that other taxes such as VAT and council tax do not qualify. I 
understand that Sandhurst PCC will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I 
give on or after 6 April 2008.  

Thank you. 

Used Postage Stamps 

Please keep collecting used stamps, as this is a way we can easily help several 
charities. We currently support the British Kidney Patients' Association, the 
Star and Garter Homes, Research into Cot Death and The Leprosy Mission. 
Many thanks, Doris Saunders and Jenny Thorn 

The Triangle Café and Christian Bookshop 

We have a range of Advent calendars, Advent candles, Christingle candles – 
all at discounts! There will also be Advent course books for personal and 
house-group use. The Triangle Café and Christian Bookshop, 64 Kingsmead, 
Farnborough, Hampshire, GU147SL. Tel. 01252 519172. 
www.thetriangle.org.uk. 

Newsletter 

Please email William Lee at stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk or leave written 

requests with the church office. Deadline for December edition: 22nd 

November 2013. 

To help the environment and save paper, you can now receive future editions 

of this newsletter by email? These are in colour and are normally sent out a 

few days before the paper copy is available. To opt into this scheme please 

contact PCC member David Hunt david.hunt@bcs.org.uk 

http://www.thetriangle.org.uk
mailto:stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
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Church Calendar 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 16 Nov 
7.30 pm 

St John’s, 
Crowthorne 

Thames Voyces 
Concert 

Alun Grafton 

Sun 24 Nov 
12.30 pm 

Empress 
Gardens 

Lunch Jan King 

Wed 27 Nov 
7.30pm 

church ‘Sounds of Faith’,  John Castle 

Sun 1 Dec 

8.30 am–12 noon 

Pastoral 

Centre 
Advent Fayre 

Jenny Thorne & 

Social Committee 

Fri 6 Dec 
7.00 pm onwards 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Christmas 
shopping evening 

Angela Harper 

Wed 11 Dec 
8.00 pm 

Pastoral 
Centre 

Pause for Breath Emma Hodge 

Sat 25 Jan 
Pastoral 

Centre 
Burns Night 

Catherine & Ken 

Wilkins 

Sat 5 July Thriftswood Garden Party Social Committee 

Regular Activities at the Pastoral Centre 

Little Sandhurst Nursery. Daily! Phone Marian for details 07732 409095. 

Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5 includes 

raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or bring your 

own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344-485097 for information.  

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

4th Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays 7.00–9.00pm. 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room most days and evenings. For 
more information ring Carl on 01344-762712. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 

New Thursday guitar tuition sessions started here in April. For 

further information please call 0844 879 3305 or visit 

www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 
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Sunday 3rd November – All Saints Sunday – Topic: Finishing the race 

Daniel 7:1–3, 15–18 (p892); 2 Timothy 4 (p1197); Luke 6:20–31 (p1034) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

Sunday 10th November – 3rd before Advent – Topic: Is there life  

after death? 

Job 19:23–27a (p523); 2 Thessalonians 2:1–5 (p1189), 13–17 (p1190);  

Luke 20:27–38 (p1056) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

10.55 am Remembrance parade at Sandhurst War Memorial 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at Immaculate Conception RC Church, 

Yorktown Road 

Sunday 17th November – 2nd before Advent – Topic: Signs of the end 

Malachi 4:1–2a (p962); 2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 (p1190); Luke 21:5–19 p(1056) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service and baptism of Oliver Homewood 

  6.30 pm No Service 

Sunday 24th November – Christ the King – Topic: Christ the King 

Jeremiah 23:1–6 (p782); Colossians 1:11–20 (p1182); Luke 23:33–43 (p1060) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism of William Durrant and Sophie La Frenais 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer 

 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

If you have any comments, events, news or updates for the website or the 
Facebook page, please email Louisa on louisaww@yahoo.co.uk. 

file:///C:/Users/Jim/Documents/Jim's%20Folder/Church/Monthly%20news%20letters/2013%20newsletters/November%202013/www.rockandpopfoundation.com
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst
mailto:louisaww@yahoo.co.uk

