
  

St Michael’s News September 2013 
St Michael and All Angels, Lower Church Road, Sandhurst, 
Berkshire, GU47 8HN   www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 

Office open 9.30 am – 12.15 pm weekdays 
E-mail: office@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 873030 

Rector: Rev. John A. Castle 
Email: Rector@stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk 
Tel. 01252 872168 

 

Never too busy 

Busyness is a defining feature of modern life. For many, 'retirement' simply 
means you are not being paid for the things you are busy doing. Declining 
church attendance figures may have more to do with people coming less 
often, because they are too busy, than with fewer people coming to church. 

People often say to me, ‘I know you've very busy, but …’ I do rather suspect 
that they think they ought to say this, rather than because they have any idea 
what I am busy with. I won't go into it all now but, believe me, I don't sit 
around waiting for Sunday! 

One thing I would like to be more busy with is spending time with people. 
You may have important things that need talking over with someone – 
questions about faith, a family or marriage crisis, a problem at work. It is 
worth giving time to these. Please don't hesitate to contact me if you'd like a 
chance to explore something in confidence. 

Rev. John Castle 

Please pray for those on the prayer board and for those who 
died recently: Rosemary Noble and Shirley Snowden. 
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Church Activities 

September Coffee Rota Reminder 
  1st September George Castle Ann Harris  

  8th September Ann Homfray Davies Janet Pilbeam 

15th September David Bryant Iris Bryant 

22nd September Jenny Piggin Marion Blackmore 

29th September Val Travers Jo Arty 

Prayer Meetings. Prayers for pastoral care are on the 4th Wednesday each 
month (25th September), 7.30–8.15 pm in Pastoral Counseling room 1 (behind 
the office). 

House Groups meet each week at these homes: 

 
If anyone would like to join a group, please speak to John White (01344 
774349) for more details. 

Crèche 
A crèche facility is available for under threes in the Pastoral Centre. Please 
arrive prior to the 9.30 am service to settle your children, signing them in on 
arrival. Earlier collection can be arranged if you wish to share Holy 
Communion as a family. Otherwise, collect your children after the service at 
coffee time. 

If you can help with the rota, please contact Caroline Bowles on tel. 07995 
65850. You will need to complete CRB forms, which are available from the 
office. The crèche will not be available during school holidays. 

REACH for children in Year 6 and above runs parallel to the Parish 
Communion service, at 9:30–10:45 am, and starts in the Upper Room of the 
Pastoral Centre.  

Kidz Church is part of the 9.30 Parish Communion Service every Sunday for 
children aged 3–10. Please register your children at 9.20 in the Pastoral 
Centre. The children join the adults towards the end of the church service. 

Monday   8.00 pm 11 Sylvan Ridge (Rupert & Sheridan) 

Tuesday 10.15 am 6 Crowthorne Rd (Doris Saunders) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 28 Wiltshire Avenue, Crowthorne (Elizabeth Ritchie) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 2 School Hill (John & Sue Campbell) 

Tuesday   7.45 pm 34 Albion Road (Linda Lemmon) 

Tuesday   8.00 pm 25 Templar Close (John & Stephanie Martin) 
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Parents interested in their children receiving Holy Communion are asked to 
speak to Rev. John Castle. 

 

Toddler Time is for everyone under school age and their carers. It's on the 
second and fourth Thursdays of the month, from 9.30 to 11.00  am in the 
Pastoral Centre (not school holidays). Come and join us for songs, craft 
activities, drinks and toast, a Bible story and prayers, and an opportunity for 
play (children) and chat (parents). NB – Dads also welcome! 

Family Service 
The family service is held on the first and third Sundays of the month, 
including school holidays. It caters for families with primary-school and pre-
school-age children. Refreshments (real coffee and pastries or cakes) are 
served before the service in the church from 11.00 am. The service starts at 
11.15 am and lasts about 40 minutes.  

Youth Emmaus 

The Youth Emmaus Course provides an opportunity for young people in 

years 7–9 to explore their faith. A new course lasting about 12 weeks is being 

planned to start in September. It will be led by Jan Herd and members of the 

Youth team. If you are interested then please contact Frank 

(franklong150@gmail.com) or Liz Percival on 01344 779658. 

Christianity: what future? 

A veteran church leader is writing to a younger colleague. In society, 
Christians are increasingly being viewed with suspicion by the authorities. 
Within the church, new and contradictory ideas are gaining credence. 
There is fragmentation and division. Will the younger colleague keep his 
nerve and stay true to the gospel? 

Sounds familiar? Actually, the situation I am describing was the year 
AD 64. Paul is in prison, facing execution. Hundreds of miles away, his 
young associate and protégé, Timothy, is struggling with the leadership of 
a group of churches. This is the context for the letter we call 2 Timothy, 
which will be the subject of our sermon series and house group course 
over the next few weeks, starting with a lecture, open to all, on Tuesday 
10th September at 8.00 pm in the church. The lecture will look at the 
social, political and religious background of the Roman Empire at the time 
of St Paul, and will include guided discussion and an introduction to 
2 Timothy. I look forward to seeing you there! 

Rev. John Castle 
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Over 18 and looking for some fellowship? 
Funky is a social group for 20–30s and stands for ‘Finished University No 
Kids Yet’ – although you need not meet any of these categories – it’s just a 
name. University students are welcome. Our core activity is a Wednesday 
evening Bible-based study which focuses on bringing your ideas and 
exploring them. The group is really aimed at investigating ideas and therefore 
we welcome all viewpoints, as that’s what makes it interesting. Alongside this 
we also meet every Sunday for a Pub lunch and do a pub quiz on Monday 
evening. Generally, it’s just a place to make some new friends and get to 
know people. So, if you are aged 18–30 (and over, if you’re really keen) give 
me a call and get involved. Frank, 07540 933852 

The Link Scheme 
The Link Scheme is putting together a list of congregation members who 
would be willing occasionally to offer a lift to one of our church members. If 

Finance update 

 

The actual results for the first six months, as compared to our budget, 
show that we are well behind our budget (which is to be able to balance 
the books, including allowing for the commitment to donate 
approximately £11.000 to our charities at the end of the year). The PCC has 
had to make the very hard decision to give notice to the deanery that we 
will not be able to pay our full portion of the 2013 parish share from the 
general fund (given the last four years of losses depleting our general 
reserves). However, the PCC is committed to paying, as a minimum, the 
parish share based on the new allocation formula.  

This has been a difficult decision for the PCC and will have unfortunate 
consequences somewhere in the wider Church, to which we belong. As 
reported at the APCM, in March, our giving levels are just too low. If 
everyone could give £10 a month more we would not be in this position. 

Jon Toohey 

  Year to Date June 2013 

  Actual £   Budget £    

Income 79,045      89,602 -10,557  

Expenses -85,953      -84,102 -1,851 

Result before charitable 
giving -6,908      5,500   

mailto:franklong150@gmail.com
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you are willing to be called on for this, please contact a member of the Link 
committee: Hilary Smith (01252 872683), Stephanie Martin (01252 873316), 
Janet Pilbeam (01252 871386), Linda Lemon (01252 874524). 

Church groups 
Please book all planned events through the office (01252 873030) to ensure 
there are no double bookings. The office takes private bookings most 
weekends, so it is essential that dates are checked and then entered into the 
office diary. A booking form should also be completed giving times required. 
Please do not ask clergy to take on this responsibility. 

 
‘CAP Money’ is a free money management course that teaches people 
budgeting skills and a simple cash-based system that really works. This 
course will help anyone gain more control over their finances, so they can 
save, give and prevent debt. 

We ran this course in April and have now arranged to run it again in October. 

It consists of three one-hour sessions, starting on 16th October 2013. The 

course will be held in the Pastoral Centre Upper Room, St Michael’s Church, 

Lower Church Road, Sandhurst GU47 8HN. Phone Rupert on 01344 777137 to 

find out more and to register your interest. Alternatively, you can go on to the 

website www.capmoneycourse.org, where you can find a lot more 

information and register your interest to join us or another church nearer you. 

TWAM – Tools with a mission. Revive and thrive. 
We require any unwanted item for education in remote places 
such as Africa, Kosovo and many other parts of the world where 
we can help. Tools for motor vehicles, wooden tools, sewing 
machines, knitting machines, wool and sewing items would be 
most welcome. Please see leaflets and posters at back of church. 
Please contact David Ragan 01344 779176 or 07831 515783. 

Nifty Needles 
Do you like knitting, crocheting, sewing and making new friends? Please do 
come along on the first Monday afternoon of the month, 1.00–3.00  pm in the 
Pastoral Centre lounge, and get creative! Please bring your own knitting, 
crotchet, sewing or creative project to enjoy creating in the afternoon, or have 
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a go at a knit for one of the charities we are supporting. There are lots of 
experienced knitters to help beginners so just come along. Please contact 
Rebecca Brown (01344 775185) or Rosaria Toohey (01344 773617) for more 
details. 

Charity starts here 
Every month in the newsletter we are going to have a ‘For Sale’ spot. If you 
have something to sell, instead of taking it to a car boot sale or charity shop, 
advertise it for sale in the newsletter and put what you receive in the church 
pot. Please do look for what you could sell. Hope you will join us. 

Janet Pilbeam (Verger) 

Gift Aid (blue) envelopes – new rules 
Please use the Gift Aid envelopes for even small amounts of cash if you are a 
taxpayer and have paid enough tax to do so. This is free money from the 
government and worth doing because it all adds up! 

But, please check that the following statement applies to your donations 
before using the envelopes. 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the 
amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
(CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I 
understand that other taxes such as VAT and council tax do not qualify. I 
understand that Sandhurst PCC will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I 
give on or after 6 April 2008. 

Thank you. 

Another great craft 

session at our 

Monday monthly 

afternoon create 

group, which we 

have now named 

'nifty needles'. 

file:///C:/Users/Jim/Documents/Jim's%20Folder/Church/Monthly%20news%20letters/2013%20newsletters/September%202013/www.capmoneycourse.org%20
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Used Postage Stamps 
Please keep collecting used stamps as this is a way we can easily help several 
charities. We currently support the British Kidney Patients' Association, the 
Star and Garter Homes, Research into Cot Death and The Leprosy Mission. 

Church Fundraising 
If you would like to organise a fundraising event for the church or make a 
suggestion, please contact John White (01344 774349) or Jan King (01344 
750285). 

Pastoral Centre 
The Pastoral Centre facilities are available to hire at reasonable cost, special 
rates available for church members. Please ring the office on 01252 873030. 

The Money Times 

We have just received the latest edition of ‘Money Times’, Sabrina and 

Gautam Money’s newsletter. This edition is in colour and very attractive. 

It is a much more splendid production than the newsletters we have 

received previously. It contains a lot of information from which we can 

only give an extract here:  

Gautam is running a computer 
training course in a Chennai college.  

‘My role has been to teach them 
computer basics through the 
Basic Computer Course. Starting 
right from the most basic of 
questions like, “What is a 
mouse?” I was charged with 
bringing them to a point where 
they are familiar with computer 
hardware, software, peripherals 
and the use of these… 

‘The classes were conducted on 
average for four days of the week 
and often through the main part 
of the day, from 11:00 am through 
to 17:00, with lunch and tea breaks. 
In the sweltering heat this made  
for a gruelling day on  occasion!’ 

We have posted the complete newsletter on our website . 

The Money Times appears on St Michael’s 

website (http://www.stmichaels-
sandhurst.org.uk/). 
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Choir and Band Concert, Saturday 7th September at 7.30pm 

Unsure if this is for you? Here’s why you should come: 

1. There’s a wide variety of music for all 
tastes – classical, popular, film, choral 

2. Our own choir will be singing  

3. The standard of playing of Sandhurst 
Silver Band is amazing 

4. Lizzie, John and Brian will be 
performing a beautiful piece for 
soprano, trumpet and organ 

5. Nick Cornock, who comes to the 
Family Service, plays a mean xylophone 

6. The concert will support church funds (half of the proceeds) 

7. Tickets are fantastic value at £8 per adult, £4 for children, £20 family  
ticket (2+3) 

8. We’d love to have a good audience – you! 

Convinced? Please buy your tickets from John Martin or the church office. 
You won’t regret it! 

Food Bank 
Thank you for the food donations so far. Please keep them coming. Collection 
boxes are located in the church and in the Pastoral Centre. 

The Triangle Café and Christian Bookshop 
The Triangle has a very wide range of great devotional and other material 

available for all. See some of them on our website at: www.thetriangle.org.uk 

or call 01252 519172. The Triangle Café and Christian Bookshop, 64 

Kingsmead, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU147SL. 

School Car Parking 
Please be aware that there will be major work going on in school during the 
summer break to replace our boilers and part of our internal heating system. 
This means that there may be a small number of contractors’ vehicles on site 
at times, and possibly also a skip. However, any vehicles, or a skip, will be at 
the far end of the area, so there should still be ample room for parking on 
Sundays or at other times. Chris Harris 

Beyond Food banks (A message from Alison Webster, Social 
Responsibility Adviser, Diocese of Oxford) 

We are delighted to announce the second of our series of Justice Forums. 
Working in partnership with Church Action on Poverty, we are hosting one 
of their national round-table events, entitled ‘Beyond Food banks’. 

http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
http://www.stmichaels-sandhurst.org.uk/
http://www.thetriangle.org.uk
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There has been an explosion of food poverty in the UK in recent times, 
caused by changes to the benefit system, unemployment, low and falling 
incomes, and rising food and fuel prices. Over 500,000 people are now reliant 
on food aid and Christians are heavily involved, with food banks opening at 
a rate of three new ones per week. This event aims to explore the issue of 
food poverty: 

All are welcome, but prior booking is necessary, and early booking is 

recommended as places are limited. Contact: 

alison.webster@oxford.anglican.org, 01865 208213. 
The forum takes place on Wednesday 16th September 2013, 10.00 am– 
2.00 pm, at St Clements Family Centre, Oxford. 

Newsletter 

Please email William Lee at stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk or leave written 

requests with the Pastoral Centre office. Deadline for October edition: 16th 

September 2013. To help the environment and save paper, you can now 

receive future editions of this newsletter by email? These are in colour and are 

normally sent out a few days before the paper copy is available. To opt into 

this scheme please contact PCC member David Hunt: david.hunt@bcs.org.uk. 

Regular Activities at the Pastoral Centre 

Little Sandhurst Nursery (www.LSNG.co.uk). Daily! Phone Karen Allen 
for details on 07730 340734 or email: enquiries@LSNG.co.uk. 

Churchyard improvements 
Over a week in July, a team led by Dave Percival increased the size of the 
churchyard and restored an existing path. Our churchyard is a source of 
outreach into our local 
community and thanks to 
everyone involved. 

Emma Hodge 
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Line Dancing. Every Monday evening in the hall from 7.00 pm, £5 includes 
raffle. Just come along and have fun. Tea and coffee available or bring your 
own drinks. Ring Sue or Arron on 01344 485097 for information. 

Rainbows meet on Tuesdays: 5.00–6.00 pm (5–7 year olds). 

3rd Guides meet on Tuesdays: 6.30–8.30 pm (10–14 year olds). 

4th Guides and Rangers meet on Fridays 7.00–9.00 pm. 

Pilates takes place in the large upper room, most days and evenings. For 
more information ring Carl on 01344 762712. 

Zumbatomic after-school classes, 4.00 pm on Thursdays – the crazy-cool 
dance fitness workout for kids aged 4–12 yrs. Packed with choreographed 
routines to music such as hip-hip, reggaeton and cumbia, Zumbatomic 
classes increase focus and self-confidence, boost metabolism and improve 
coordination. For more information contact Beth on 07976 231896 or go to 
www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk. 

Karate Club for Children. Friday’s 5.45–6.45pm. Phone Neil on  
07816 163845. 

The Rock and Pop Foundation 
New Thursday guitar tuition sessions started here in April. For 
further information please call 0844 879 3305 or visit 
www.rockandpopfoundation.com. 

During my Sabbatical, George and I went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
and we would like to share our experiences with you. This will take the form 
of an illustrated talk about the holy sites and the biblical story, as well as a 
glimpse of today's reality. There will be opportunities for questions and 
discussion, as well as refreshments. All welcome!   Rev John Castle 

mailto:alison.webster@oxford.anglican.org
mailto:stmichaelschurch@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:david.hunt@bcs.org.uk
http://www.LSNG.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@LSNG.co.uk
http://www.zumbawithbeth.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/Jim/Documents/Jim's%20Folder/Church/Monthly%20news%20letters/2013%20newsletters/August%202013/www.rockandpopfoundation.com
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Sunday 1st September – 14th after Trinity – Topic: Instructions for living 

Jeremiah 2:4–13 (p756); Hebrews 13:1–8,15–16 (p1211); Luke14:1,7–14 (p1047) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service. Topic: The Potter’s vessel 

  6.30 pm Contemplative Evening Prayer. Topic: God our Redeemer 

Church Calendar 

Date & Time Venue Event Contact 

Sat 7 Sept 
7.30 pm 

Church 
Choir and Silver 
Band concert 

Church Office 

Tue 10 Sept 

8.00 pm 
Church 

Christianity: 
what future? 
(see p 3)  

 

Fri 13 Sept 
from 12.30 pm 

Church  
heritage 
open days 

Belfry tours 

Emma Hodge 
Sat 14 Sept 
3.00 pm 

Church tour 

Sun 15 Sept 
3.00 pm 

Church & belfry 
tours 

Sat 14 Sept 
10.00 am–6.00 pm 

Nation-wide Ride & Stride 
Lesley  
Gutteridge 

Sun 29 Sept 
6.30 pm 

Church 

Festal Evensong 
(light refresh-
ment to follow) 

 

End Sept (date tba)  Take-home quiz Jan King 

Wed 2 Oct 
8.00 pm 

Church 
Talk: The Holy 
Land (see p10) 

John Castle 

Sun 13 Oct Church Harvest festival  

Sat 19 Oct 

7.00 pm 

Pastoral 

Centre 
Harvest Supper 

Social  

Committee 
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 Find us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst 

 Follow us on Twitter  (@StMichaelShurst) 

https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst 

Sunday 8th September – 15th after Trinity – Topic: The potter’s vessel 

Jeremiah 18:1–11 (p777); Philemon 1–21 (p1200); Luke 14:25–33 (p1048) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.30 am Baptism of Hettie and William Grantham 

  6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at St Michael’s 

Sunday 15th September – 16th after Trinity – Topic: Fanning the flame 

Jeremiah 4:11–12,22–28 (p759,p760); 2 Timothy 1:1–10 (p 1195);  

Luke 15:1–10 (p1048) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am Family Service and Baptism of Archie Coultrip 

Topic: Seeking the lost 

  6.30 pm No Service 

Sunday 22nd September – 17th after Trinity – Topic: Guarding the Gospel 

Jeremiah 8:18–9:1 (p766); 2 Timothy 1:11–18 (p 1195); Luke 16:1–13 (p1050) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

  6.30 pm Said Evensong 

Sunday 29th September – 18th after Trinity – Topic: St Michael and All 

Angels 

Genesis 28:10–17 (p30); Revelation 12:7–12 (p1242); John 1:47–51 (p1064) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Communion 

11.15 am No Service 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong 

http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
http://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSandhurst
https://twitter.com/#!/StMichaelShurst

