
Evensong 24 May - Revelation chapter 21:1 to 8 

Today I’m preaching on Revelation chapter 21:1 to 8, but before we look at those 

verses, we need to quickly review chapter 20. 

In revelation 20 we are told that an angel holding a key to the bottomless pit 

and a great chain, seized the Devil, chained him up and threw him into the pit 

for a thousand years, and during that time there was peace with Christ in heaven 

and on earth. 

But then Satan was released and like a lot of hardened criminals hadn’t changed 

his ways or learnt a thing while he was in prison, and it wasn’t long before he 

was again seized, but this time he was thrown into a lake of fire and sulphur 

where he was to stay for ever and ever.  

So, in chapter 20 St John had seen a vision of the destruction of the Devil, that 

is, of all evil in the world, so no wonder John started his chapter 21 relating his 

vision of a new creation with love and hope for a better future by writing, “Then 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and first earth had 

passed away.” 

He wrote that because without the Devil roaming in heaven and on the earth, 

of course both heaven and earth would be totally different, as John said it would 

be as if the there was a new heaven and a new earth bearing no relationship 

with the old, with its sin and corruption. 

And of course, the vision of a new heaven and a new earth was not new in Jewish 

thought as we heard in the first verse of our reading from Isaiah, where God 

said, “I am about to create new heavens and a new earth and the former things 

will not be remembered.” 

John also adds at the end of verse 1, “And the sea was no more.” 

To understand the significance of that short statement we need to know that in 

the ancient Middle East the sea was synonymous with the Devil. Sailors who 

sailed the Mediterranean seldom if ever sailed out of sight of the shore, they 

had no compasses and could easily get lost and never be seen again, so when 

the Devil was vanquished so too would be the sea, which for them was also of 

the Devil. 

Verse 2 also starts with a vision, John wrote, “And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.”  



The second part of the sentence, is interesting, “Coming down out of heaven 

from God.”  

There was a strong belief in the ancient world, inspired by Greek philosophy, 

that the earth only contained an imperfect copy of the real thing, and that the 

real thing was in fact in heaven, so, the earthly Jerusalem that we know now is 

but an imperfect copy, and that the real or perfect Jerusalem is still in heaven.  

And indeed, that principle of perfection in heaven is also a part of our Christian 

belief and hope as well, because through faith in Christ and through repentance, 

our sins will be forgiven and then as perfect people, we will be able to enter 

heaven and eternal life with Christ.  

The end of this sentence reads, “Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”  

Here we are told that the new Jerusalem will be like a bride, she will be beautiful, 

more beautiful than she had ever been, it will be a place full of love and joy as is 

a home with a newly married couple, and verse 3 confirms that God will also live 

in this beautiful home with us. 

Verse 4 is often quoted at funerals because it gives hope to bereaved people 

that the pain their loved ones endured has now ended, that all those things are 

now finished and that they are at peace with Christ for ever.  

Verse 5 is an affirmation that indeed Christ who sits on the throne is making all 

things new, and we are to believe it because Jesus’ words are trustworthy and 

true; Indeed, I’m sure we’ve all wished at some time or other that we could make 

all things new, that is, wipe the slate clean and start again, because we all make 

mistakes, but sadly we can’t, what’s been said or done stays said or done. 

But we can all start anew or afresh, we can all turn over a new page any time we 

want to, we can say to ourselves, ” From now on I will try to do things better,” 

“From now on I will try to be kinder.” It is never too late to change and try and 

do things differently to approach life in a new way. 

Verse 6 contains a lovely message of hope; it starts, “It is done.” This is 

reminiscent of Jesus’ last words on the cross, “It is finished.” The new heaven 

and the new earth awaits us, it is complete. 

Christ then says, “I am the beginning and the end; this is reminiscent of the start 

of John’s gospel where he writes, “In the beginning was the word, and the word 

was with God and the word was God.”  



The verse ends with the words, “To the thirsty I will give a gift of the water of 

life, gifts are without payment and in many cases undeserved, but nevertheless 

freely given. The water of life is our redemption freely given from God.    

In verse 7 Christ said, “Those who conquer will inherit these things.” That is, the 

new heaven and the new earth where there is no Devil, and he goes on to say, 

“And I will be their God and they will be my children.”  

The word conquer is an important word which we need to consider in little more 

in depth. It would not be an exaggeration to say that one’s whole future may 

rest on that one word ‘conquer’.      

The word conquer infers that there is an enemy, and our enemy is sin, and it is 

sin that we must conquer and not yield to but conquer also infers completeness 

an end to hostilities. As St Paul said we must finish the race, we must remain 

faithful to Christ to the end of our lives, we must not give up or fall away.  

Then if we conquer, we shall receive eternal life with Christ in heaven, and God 

will be our Father and we shall be his children. 

Regarding sin, John in his first letter at chapter 1 verse 8, wrote, “If we say that 

we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” So, what do 

we mean by the expression conquering sin? 

A good deal of what is meant by conquering sin results from our attitude to sin, 

because it will always be with us. If we care whether we sin or not, if we grieve 

every time we sin, if it is our earnest desire not to sin, as against not caring 

whether we sin or not, and if our repentance is sincere then we are a long way 

towards pleasing God, and please be assured that God will forgive those who 

are truly repentant. 

And the last verse is a clear warning of the consequences of cowardly and 

faithless lives, because it takes courage to change the way we live, but with faith 

in Jesus Christ we will conquer, because with God all things are possible. 

The message to all of us this evening is despite all the trials and tribulations of 

this world, if we are repentant and stay faithful to Christ to the end of our lives, 

then Christ will welcome us into his new creation where there will be no more 

death or pain or sorrow and where only love and joy will be found. 

May the Lord Jesus bless us all and keep us in eternal life.  

Amen  


