
Romans 11: 25 to 36 Evensong 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen 

 

When I first read the passage from the letter to the Romans, I 

decided not to talk about it this evening, because my immediate 

reaction was, that it was too difficult; Indeed right at the 

beginning St Paul did write that it was a mystery.  

 

Also, initially I thought that St Paul was apologising to the 

Gentiles for the lack of Jewish converts to Christianity at that 

time, and that being the case, this passage wasn't so relevant for 

us today. 

 

But on reflection I decided that the passage was more of a 

prophetic message from St Paul of God's plans not only for 

Gentiles but also for Jews not only at that time, but also for our 

time and as long as time exists. 

 

My initial reaction reminded me of a time when I was an 

engineering apprentice. The engine design office had designed a 

new range of heavy vehicle diesel engines and production had 

started while I was doing my stint on machine shop inspection. 

 

One day one of the engine blocks came off the production line 

and I was asked to examine it to make sure it was within 

manufacturing tolerances. I took about two days to say that it 

was.  

 

My supervisor said to me afterwards, 'that had I taken the view 

that it was correctly made rather than trying to find fault with it, 

I would have finished inspecting it in one day rather than two. 

In the same way had I told myself at the onset that the passage 

from Romans is undoubtedly the word of God; is still relevant 

to us today and that with God's help I could manage to write a  

sermon that other people would understand, then I wouldn't 

have waisted a day thinking about other things to say this 

evening. 

 

Of course when it comes to understanding sermons I have often 

found sermons difficult to understand myself, (hopefully not my 

own), because all preachers have to keep going because of the 

time constraints, but today we have our sermons posted on our 

web site so we can read them at our leisure and get a better 

understanding. 

 

But while I'm in confession mode, I also have to admit that on 

first glance, as I've said, I thought the passage was too difficult, 

which sadly is a reflection on my initial confidence in God, who 

I know, does give us all that we need, if we would only turn to 

him in faith. 

 

So turning now to chapter 11 of St Paul's letter to the Romans, 

we are told that some Gentiles were getting conceited because 

while they had seen the truth in St Paul's message, and had been 

accepted and baptised into the Christians faith; it appeared to 

the Gentiles that either the Jews had rejected God or that God 

had rejected the Jews. 

 

This situation must have been brought about because by then 

the number of converts to Christianity of Gentiles had long out 

stripped the number of Jewish converts by a very significant 

margin; indeed it may have been possible to count the number 

of new Jewish converts on your fingers, although that might be 

a slight exaggeration. 



Also, some Gentiles  may well be tormenting Paul by saying to 

him that if God had sent his Son Jesus telling all human beings 

to worship Him through faith in Jesus Christ, why is it that only 

Gentiles are turning to Christ in faith and not you Jews who 

have had a long association and understanding with God. 

 

Now before our reading in verse 1 of chapter 11 St Paul 

confirms that it isn't God that has rejected the Jews, whereas in 

verse 25 St Paul does admit that it is the Jews who are denying 

Christ as their Messiah due to the hardening of their hearts.  

 

St Paul says that Israel has experienced a hardening of heart, 

and he says that it is only when the full number of Gentiles has 

come into the fold, that the hearts of Israel will be changed, and 

that only then, will they be saved, which is what this difficult 

passage is trying to explain.  

 

I can see how that could be a strong incentive for the Jewish 

apostles and evangelists to get on with the job of spreading the 

gospel into Gentile countries around the world so that the Jews 

in their turn can be saved, if that was God's plan, which St Paul 

intimates that it was, then it was a good one. 

 

I also think that when St Paul said, “A hardening has come upon 

part of Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles has come in.”  

He wasn't saying that all Jews had a hardening of heart and 

certainly not St Paul's. 

 

St Paul was inferring that the hardening of their hearts has been 

instigated by God, for the benefit of the Gentiles, and that their 

hardened hearts was not to be permanent, since it will end when 

all the Gentiles have been saved.  

 

However in verse 31 St Paul writes, “So they too have now 

become disobedient, that is the Jews, in order that they too, 

meaning the Jews, may now receive mercy”.  

 

So while St Paul asserts that it was God who hardened their 

hearts nevertheless, and however contradictory it might sound, 

it is the Jews who must take full responsibility for their failure 

to accept Christ as the Messiah. 

 

We mustn't think in terms of God preventing Jews from 

becoming Christians, far from it, rather he was making it easier, 

indeed possible, for Gentiles to become Christians.  

 

I said, 'Making it easier, indeed possible for Gentiles to become 

Christians' , because in verse 28 St Paul wrote, “As regards the 

gospel they, that is the Jews, are enemies of God for your sake, 

that is, for the sake of the Gentiles. 

 

Why God had to make Jews an enemy of God for our sake is I 

believe why St Paul at the start of our reading said “I do not 

want you to be ignorant of this mystery”.  

 

The Jews cannot escape from the fact that in the 2,000 odd 

years that God revealed himself to them, that by and large they 

kept the knowledge of God to themselves, and God didn't want 

a repeat of that situation under any circumstances. 

 

Because right at the beginning of the human race God has loved 

every single human being; God is, and always has been, our 

Father and unlike some earthly fathers, God loves all of us 

passionately and there is nothing that he wouldn't do for us in 

order to save us.  

 



However, St Paul makes it clear that while the vast majority of 

the Jews have been made enemies of the gospel, they are 

nevertheless beloved of God, because they are descendants of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in whom he had an unbreakable 

covenant as his chosen people. 

 

St Paul believed that non Christian Gentiles and non Christian 

Jews are now all enemies of God, and therefore classing all 

Jews who denied  Jesus as Messiah as enemies of God, places 

them on the same footing as Gentile non Christians and 

therefore God's merciful redemption, which comes through faith 

in Christ, would be the same for both Jew and Gentile alike. 

 

So God, through St Paul, was asserting that He would, in the 

end, treat the salvation of everybody exactly the same whether 

they were Jew or Gentile. 

 

As St Paul said to the Galatians, “There is neither Jew or Greek, 

slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus.” Or in the case of non Christians, all one outside Christ 

Jesus. 

 

St Paul makes it clear that it will now be through God's mercy 

that all non Christians will be gathered into the fold and not 

because they have any divine right through any previous 

association with God. 

 

To sum up, verses 25 to 32 of chapter 11 is St Paul trying to 

address the dilemma of why the Jews stubbornly refused to turn 

to Christ despite Christ's earthly ministry and the ministry of the 

apostles such as Peter and Paul. 

 

 

His argument is that the vast majority of Jews will have to wait 

until all the Gentiles are safely gathered in, and then, not by 

right, but through God's mercy, it will be the turn of his chosen 

people the Jews to embrace Christianity.  

 

And St Paul's overriding message is that God is in charge, that 

God's purpose has always been the salvation for all mankind, 

and that for God nothing has ever been out of his control.   

 

And my personal message from my experience of this passage 

from Romans chapter 11, is never lose confidence in God, who 

will always give us everything we need, providing we turn to 

him in faith. 

 

Verses 33 to 36 is St Paul reminding us that we shall never 

really fathom the depth of God's knowledge, or his wisdom, 

because we just do not know the mind of God to whom we 

ascribe all glory for ever and ever. 

 

Amen  

     

 

 

 


